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Banner Elk Presbyterian Church Marketing Recap 2023

By Mark File

Working with several committees including Worship and Membership, marketing and

communication efforts included both digital and print. Also, “open doors” community

events brought many visitors into the church. Below is a sampling of initiatives:

e The BEPC Facebook posts reached 42,500 people during 2023! Several times each
week, videos of special music, photos of the life of the church and event promotions
were posted. These were shared by many, reaching an audience in many states and
several countries. This total is up 31% over last year.

e The 40-page church website was visited by an average of 600 people each month —
mostly visitors and out-of-towners looking for church related info. The website and our
Google Maps listing are optimized to appear in results of all search engines for added
exposure. Special sections include history, missions, preschool
and seasonal events.

e Coordination and promotion for church’s 130" Anniversary in
July included a special emphasis for each worship service plus
many other celebratory events such as a guided hike, after hours
ice cream party for BE Chamber of Commerce, Feeding Avery
Families service day, picnic, open house for July 4" Parade,
church workday and more. International mission fundraiser
received $6,000+ for cookstoves for Guatemala families.

e Updated and reprinted 600 copies of the
History Booklet to distribute all year, mostly
to visitors. =

e Created flyer, sent press release and July 2023 Fundralser

Cook Stoves for Guatemala
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Service. July 2023 | Celebrate our Past... Cultivate our Future
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student move-in and coordinated an “open
doors” event with snack table on the lawn for
move-in weekend and stocking of the student
food pantry.

e Updated and printed the “genera

HELPING OUR NEIGHBORS
Local: Avery County

clients picking up food. Bring family
size soap, shampoa, lotian, toothpaste,
toothbrushes, sunscreen, etc. Drop off
at church by Sunday, July 23
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stoves for families In Guatemala, Make
chack payabla to church marked
“Guatemala Stoves.” Goal: $5,000 to
buy and Install 25 stoves.

|II

church tri-

":«'E" BANNER ELK

fold brochure that focuses on our mission
outreach. It is stocked in the pew racks.

GOOD FRIDAY
TENEBRAE SERVICE

Kirkin’ O’ the Tartans Service
Returns at Banner Elk Presbyterian

Church

April 7, 2023 @ 6 PM

There are a few witnesses to the crucifixion mentioned in the
Bible, but what might others have thought? We’'ll further our
journey to understanding through music, the spoken word and
the ceremonial darkening of the church. Music provided by the
adult choeir, soloists and musicians. Original readings written by
Dr. Janet Speer with added insight by Rev. Whit Malone.
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BANNER ELK, NC - The community is invited to the 1gth Annual Kirkin' O' the Tartan:

service 2t Banner Elk Preshyterian Church an Sunday. June 25, 3t m a.m. *Kirk' is Scot
church. On this day, the congregation celebrates the church’s Seottish heritage by participating in
this Scottish-American tradition. This blessing of the tartans honor both acal and church heritage



Sent press releases to '"Ave
Avery Journal, Mountain %nal

Times and HCPress, Citnes jmou: Community Carol Sing returns to Banner ELk Presbyterian Church
including Kirkin’ O’ the After Hours with BE Scooped at || e

House and 130" events.
Promotion of the Advent
Season included:

e Postcard (printed
500) with services
and events

e Flyer for Breakfast
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Times
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. h Banner Elk Chamber of Commerce hosted its latest After Hours event on July 12 at Banner Elk
with Santa Presbyterian Church. Area business BE Scooped piovided refreshments for the évening. Pic-

tured left are attendees networking during the After Hours, and pictured right are Donna Dicks

e Heavy promotion of S Gt o pying oraratin e o st
the Community Carol Sing with flyers, press release,
Facebook promotion, banner, and posters hung throughout
town. Approximately 75% of the 225 attendees were visitors.
e Special online promotion of Christmas Eve service resulted in an overflow crowd of 300+ with 80% visitors.

Sundays
Dec3 @ 11 AM:
Advent 1 — Hope

Dec 10 @ 11 AM:
Advent 2 — Peace

Dec 17 @ 11 AM:
Advent 3 — Joy | Lessons & Carols Saturday, December 2
Dec24 @1 AM&5PM: “A Small Town Christmas”
Advent 4 — Love | Christmas Eve Services 8:30 AM: Breakfast with Santa
Dec 31 11 AM: Preschool Fundraiser

ist Sunday of Christmas 3 PM: Community Carol Sing

Advent Sermon Series:
““One Story, Four Gospels” BANNER ELK
Dec 3,10,17 @ 9:30 AM: PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Sunday School “Faithful Joseph” 420 College Drive SW, Banner Elk
BannerElkPresbyterian.org/Advent

Partnered with both the Banner

Elk and Avery County Chamber of COMMUN!TY CAEOL 8[

Commerce to promote special 5. Banner EIk Presbyterian Church
December 2, 2023 at 3 PM

events at the church.

Additional communications from

the church office to members:

e “Press-Byterian Weekly”

emailed to 386 addresses. D‘;‘;g";:’:‘;::zz
e  “Press-Byterian” printed ; : .
neWSletter ma||ed the ﬁrst Of ot A E Families with kids of all ages are invited to enjoy pancakes,
bacon, frult, hot chocolate and coffee while visiting with Santa
eaCh month . Claus and his Christmas elves. This festive event is a fundralser
. . All are invited to a festlve sing-along of famlllar Christmas for the Banner Elk Presbyterlan Preschool. Admission by cash
o The Weekly aUdIO devol'IOI']a| songs. The 45-minute casual program includes favorites or check donation. No reservations required.
. for all ages—from Let /t Snow to Joy to the World.
pOdcaSt “Your Pastor’s Voice” Also enjoy talented sololsts and musiclans.
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i i E King Fellowship Hall
2023 with 4,185 downloads in - ¥
11 cou ntries EANNER ELK &OP?END-“ (rear entrance)
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH PRESCHOOL

420 Collsge Dr. SW, Banner Elk
wiw bannersikprestyterian org/carok-sing

An event of A Small Town Christmas. See schedule at BannerElk.org




