
Banner Elk Presbyterian Church Marke�ng Recap 2023 
By Mark File 
Working with several commitees including Worship and Membership, marke�ng and 
communica�on efforts included both digital and print. Also, “open doors” community 
events brought many visitors into the church. Below is a sampling of ini�a�ves:  
• The BEPC Facebook posts reached 42,500 people during 2023! Several �mes each 

week, videos of special music, photos of the life of the church and event promo�ons 
were posted. These were shared by many, reaching an audience in many states and 
several countries. This total is up 31% over last year. 

• The 40-page church website was visited by an average of 600 people each month – 
mostly visitors and out-of-towners looking for church related info. The website and our 
Google Maps lis�ng are op�mized to appear in results of all search engines for added 
exposure. Special sec�ons include history, missions, preschool 
and seasonal events. 

• Coordina�on and promo�on for church’s 130th Anniversary in 
July included a special emphasis for each worship service plus 
many other celebratory events such as a guided hike, a�er hours 
ice cream party for BE Chamber of Commerce, Feeding Avery 
Families service day, picnic, open house for July 4th Parade, 
church workday and more. Interna�onal mission fundraiser 
received $6,000+ for cookstoves for Guatemala families.  

• Updated and reprinted 600 copies of the 
History Booklet to distribute all year, mostly 
to visitors.  

• Created flyer, sent press release and 
marketed the Community Good Friday 
Service. 

• Designed Devo�onal Booklet for Stewardship 
Campaign. 

• Created a “Welcome Banner” for college 
student move-in and coordinated an “open 
doors” event with snack table on the lawn for 
move-in weekend and stocking of the student 
food pantry. 

• Updated and printed the “general” church tri-
fold brochure that focuses on our mission 
outreach. It is stocked in the pew racks. 



• Sent press releases to 
Avery Journal, Mountain 
Times and HCPress, 
including Kirkin’ O’ the 
Tartans, Chamber Open 
House and 130th events. 

• Promo�on of the Advent 
Season included: 
• Postcard (printed 

500) with services 
and events 

• Flyer for Breakfast 
with Santa 

• Heavy promo�on of 
the Community Carol Sing with flyers, press release, 
Facebook promo�on, banner, and posters hung throughout 
town. Approximately 75% of the 225 atendees were visitors.  

• Special online promo�on of Christmas Eve service resulted in an overflow crowd of 300+ with 80% visitors.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
• Partnered with both the Banner 

Elk and Avery County Chamber of 
Commerce to promote special 
events at the church. 

• Addi�onal communica�ons from 
the church office to members: 
• “Press-Byterian Weekly” 

emailed to 386 addresses.  
• “Press-Byterian” printed 

newsleter mailed the first of 
each month. 

• The weekly audio devo�onal 
podcast “Your Pastor’s Voice” 
on Buzzsprout: 46 episodes in 
2023 with 4,185 downloads in 
11 countries  

 
 


