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June 2022
Holy Spirit Come…When I was in seminary, my classmate Eileen asked me to
be a part of an assignment that she had been given in another class. She was to
conduct a small group spiritual practice and then reflect on what she learned as
being a leader and guide over the semester. Eileen is a retired principal and
math teacher from Uvalde, TX. She is a true Texas woman full of grit, kindness,
resolve, and good humor. Eileen sees the world as it was, not as it should be, but
she makes it her life’s work to bring God’s love and peace to every place that
she is sent.
Methodists (yes, we let quite a few of them join us in seminary) have the
opportunity to be pastors while in seminary quite often, so she also pastored a
small church in the hill country of Central Texas while attending classes. Elieen
asked another former teacher and administrator to be a part of the group as well,
my dear friend Sonja. Three former teachers, three Texas women, all gathered
once a week and invited the Holy Spirit to be present with us and asked the
Spirit to reveal its presence in our lives each week. We shared where we saw the Spirit move in our lives that week,
where we wanted to see the Spirit to move, where we failed to walk in the path of Christ, and prayers that were on our
heart. Long after the assignment was turned in, we continued to meet, two years in full. We met every week until
graduation separated our calls. This practice did indeed turn out to be so formative and life giving. How good it was
to gather and discern and pray with one another each week for the Spirit to guide and inspire our lives. To bring us
back to Christ.
June brings Pentecost, where we remember, celebrate, and live into the Holy Spirit’s presence in our lives as the active
advocate sent by the Father and the Son to empower our ministry as disciples of Christ. The Holy Spirit is Christ’s
ministry alive and well in present time. When we truly consider God’s presence in our lives, when we allow ourselves
to be moved both in body and in Spirit, in accordance with God’s will, we are walking the Way with Christ. This gift
of the living God actively working in and through us is truly a blessing.
The Spirit descended in a room full of disciples of Christ of every age and people heard the Gospel truth of Christ in
their own language. The Spirit binds together the church of Christ. The Spirit does not only descend upon the happy or
the content, but also upon the mourning and those in transition. We must have room in our hearts and minds for the
sounds and the movement.
In these days of great uncertainty: national mourning over mass violence, the war in Ukraine, the economic roller
coaster, and all the background for every day movement in our lives, graduations, births, health diagnoses, and
re-locations, we should all take a moment to gather with other Christians and encourage one another to identify the
movement of the Spirit, no matter where we are in our own lives. We should ask God to send guidance, wisdom, and
peace in places where we need the advocacy of the Spirit. Our faith in Christ is indeed the rock, the foundation of our
lives. Another wonder of our faith is that the Holy Spirit is moving among us, that our faith is not only solid, but alive!
I pray that this Pentecost the Spirit moves among us, binds us back together as Christ's church as we welcome our
summer folks back, and guides us to bring peace, unity, and healing to one another and our community.
Blessings,
Pastor Rachael

Opportunities to Learn and Grow
Join Our Women’s Study This Summer!

What: A discussion of the 2021-22 Presbyterian Women’s Horizons Bible Study, “What My
Grandmother Taught Me: Learning from the Women in Matthew’s Genealogy of Jesus”. Any
class participant who wishes may take a turn facilitating the class during the 9-week period
When: Thursday afternoons from 2:00-3:00, from July 7 - September 1; time to chat will
follow the hour set for class.
Where: The adult Sunday School room adjoining the Margaret Tate Parlor on the top
floor of the education/office building.
How: Please let us know by June 8 if you wish to participate. The Christian Education
Committee will purchase books for each person, but we need to know how many copies to order.
Please let Alisa in the office know if you wish to have a book.
Questions? Contact Alice Johnson or Donna Dicks at dbdicks@skybest.com

KIRKIN’ of the TARTAN
The 2022 Kirkin’ o’ the Tartans will be held Sunday, June 26th at the 11:00 AM worship
service. We welcome back this annual event from its COVID break. This Scottish-American
custom for Christians to rededicate themselves to God’s service has proved to be a popular
celebration of this congregation for Scots and non-Scots alike. It is intended for all of God’s
people.
A bagpiper begins our worship from the rear of the sanctuary as the Beadle (an official in the
Church of Scotland) delivers the Bible to the front. The piper then processes to the front, and
two members of a color guard post the United States flag and the flag of St. Andrew. Tartan bearers of the Scottish clans
unfurl tartan banners and process down the aisles to the swirl of the pipes. The Tartan bearers, many wearing their kilts,
place their banners at the front of the sanctuary and are seated. Regular elements of worship follow until the end of the service.
At that point, the banners are retrieved, presented in a “Blessing O’ the Tartans” (as a time for all present to recommit
themselves to the service of God) and recess from the sanctuary, again to the sound
of the pipes.
BEPC is now fortunate to own many of the tartans representative of our membership.
These are supplemented by ones owned by individuals. Anyone who does not own
their tartan banner may carry one from the congregation’s set during the Kirkin’.
Please let the church office know of your interest in taking part in the Kirkin’ by
calling us at 898-5406 and sign up. Volunteers are also needed “behind the scenes”
with set ups on June 16 and June 26. Please let the office or one of the committee
know if you can help any or all of these times (about an hour each time.) If you
have any questions, you may talk with any member of the Kirkin’ Committee:
Ron McGowan, Ed Donnell, Beth Johnston,

American Red Cross Blood Drive June 23rd
The next blood drive will be on Thursday, June 23rd from 2:00-6:30pm in King Fellowship Hall.
Banner Elk Presbyterian Church is happy to provide the space for blood drives. If you are able, please help
the Red Cross reach their goal! You can make an appointment, by going to www.redcrossblood.org and
put in sponsor code: “Lees-McRae” or call Nurse Carl at 898-8862. All blood donations are now tested for
COVID-19 antibodies. The Red Cross is taking all pre-cautions as regards to COVID-19, including taking
temperatures of all donors before entering.

Sarah Quaye Receives Honor at LMC

The H. C. Evans Fidelity Award, named for Lees-McRae College’s ninth president,
is given to one on-campus student and one on-line student at graduation each
year. The recipients are chosen by their peers to recognize outstanding leadership,
academic excellence, campus citizenship, friendliness, and service to the college
and larger community. It is a high honor for students receiving this award and we
are proud of our own Sarah Quaye, who was this year’s campus recipient.
Congratulations, Sarah, and best wishes for a bright future in your nursing career.

Sarah Quaye with her adopted family, DeLee
and Michelle Scott, their daughter, Eve and
Sarah's roommate, Neem (from Maylasia)

Nursing classmates celebrate together!

A musical summer is upon us! We will begin our 8:30 service with a lot of exciting new
offerings. On June 5th, the handbells will be playing for second service. Also on that same
day, the Chancel Choir will combine with the choir of Holy Cross Episcopal Church at
St. John’s Episcopal in Valle Crusis for an evening concert! The choirs will perform
separately and as a combined choir a variety of beautiful sacred music. Bring your chair to sit outside and listen to glorious
music at 5:00 pm! There is a potluck dinner following the concert so bring a dish to share!
The Women’s Ensemble will be performing on June 19 to honor the fathers in our congregation. The Men’s Ensemble will
sing on June 26, where in the second service we will have the Kirkin’ of the Tartan and a piper! The York’s will return with
their fabulous violin and cello music in July, along with assorted small groups, soloists, and instrumental groups. If you would
like to participate this summer, please let me know, we would love to schedule you in as we still have several slots available.
All groups including the small ensembles and chancel choir have open enrollment all year long. We gladly accommodate
schedules as to attendance and participation. We are looking forward to a summer of beautiful music!

Nina Allbert, Choir Director

Stephen Ministry
Remember that there are Stephen Ministers in our church who can help you through a difficult time. This
is how it works: Contact the church (or Janet Speer at speerj@lmc.edu) if you would like to have a
Stephen Minister. Janet will contact you to help you make connections to a minister who has been trained
to help you through your difficulty. A minister will meet with you once a week (in person, via Zoom or
phone) to talk for about an hour, with you taking the lead on the discussion. Sessions continue
until you decide you are ready to end them.

IMPORTANT!! SHEPHERDS ARE NEEDED FOR 2022!
Calling All Shepherds! The Congregational Care Committee is asking for volunteers to help
with our Shepherd program for 2022! Volunteers are asked to Shepherd with a partner for a
one-month commitment. This is a very meaningful way to serve our congregation! For more
information, please contact Deka Tate at 828-898-9203 or volunteers may sign up-in the
church office. We appreciate all those of you who have served as shepherds during 2021.
You have made a difference.!

Our Shepherd for the month of June is
Deb Petree and Mary Dickinson/

Prayer Ministry
In the past year, the prayer team has sent letters to 288 families (members) twice.
Please note that in addition to those families, private prayer requests are received
and added to our weekly prayers. At any time, if you need prayer, please contact
one of the team members and you will be included in our prayers.
“To be a Christian without prayer is no more possible than to be alive without breathing. “
Martin Luther
Emily Garrett

El Wilson

Alice Johnson Chris Zimmer

Donna Bender Katy Fletcher

Judy King

Feeding Avery Families Update
Dirt is moving, and we have a site that looks like it will be a great home
for our new building. So far everything is going very well. I wanted to let
you know where we stand with financing. We are looking at a total cost of
$1,200,000, including paving. We are currently working with Fifth Third
Bank on a $600,000 mortgage, hopefully with a 20 year maturity. This,
combined with our capital reserves, will permit us to move forward with
construction. I don’t, however, want to end up with long-term
debt. We’ve approached a number of funding organizations, and I wanted
to share this info with all of you and get your input.
Bank Loan (Fifth Third)
Dogwood Health Trust
High Country Charitable Foundation
Mountain Electric Op Pocket Change
Presbytery of WNC
Grandfather Community Foundation
SECU
Deanna Ballard (NC Sen)
AMY Wellness
Cannon Foundation
Kate B. Reynolds Charitable Trust
Duke Endowment
Robert Wood Johnson Foundation

600,000
No
125,000
10,000
10,000
5,000
500,000
?
50,000
?
?
No
No

This is our current list of requests, all of which are pending. As you can see, Robert Wood Johnson,
the Duke Endowment and Dogwood Health Trust don't fund capital projects. If you have any other
suggestions, please, send them to me, and I’ll check them out. Ideally, we will find grant funding for
the entire project. That may take a while. If we don’t find enough, we may defer the paving
($200,000) until we do. Dean still thinks he can have us in the building by October, and I think
that’s really exciting. Come by the site and take a look.
Dick Larson

Fundraiser for Banner Elk Fire Department
Firehouse Fundraiser 2022: Sponsors Needed! Our church will host the first
annual "Firehouse Fundraiser" in the sanctuary to support our heroes at
Banner Elk Volunteer Fire Department. Nina Allbert will bring her musical
"Always Nina: A Tennessee Story and Songbook" for three shows on August
25-27. While the church will provide the space, we need $4,000 to underwrite costs of the shows that include five visiting musicians, staging, techs,
etc. At each performance, firefighters will "pass the boot" for donations. We
hope to raise $5000 to fund needed rescue equipment - carrying on the Tufts
tradition of finding and addressing needs in our community.
A temporary Firehouse Fundraiser Fund has been set up at the church. A $2000 matching grant has been offered by a family.
So we just need eight families to contribute $250 (or more) sponsorships. Then 100% of donations collected at each show go to
the Fire Department. If you are able to sponsor, please send your donation to the church office - designated to "Firehouse
Fundraiser". Sponsor names will be printed in the program. More details on the event to come.
For questions, contact Mark File at me@markfile.com

BEPC Preschool
WOW! Another school year has flown by. We would like to take a moment to acknowledge our Pre-K 4 class (aka the Jr.
Bobcats). Our team has been busy singing, exploring, and creating their way towards graduation. They’ve gone from digging
for dinosaurs, to being transported to space and traveling “over the rainbow”. The students continue their journey on gaining
the skills and tools for kindergarten. As we send off our Jr. Bobcats, we’d like to let them know that we are so proud of their
hard work and we love them tremendously. We will miss you and wish nothing but the best for you!
“Love you, See you, Bye!” “Go Forth and Be Brilliant!”
Mr. K

BEPC Preschool is out in the community again. On Wednesday May 18th our 3 and 4 year old class walked to Bodegas
Restaurant to have lunch. We worked on proper table manners and social skills while enjoying delicious food with our
friends. We can't thank Bodegas Restaurant enough for the hospitality and generosity. And thank you to our awesome BE
Police Department who gave us VIP escort to keep us safe. Such a great day!
A.C. Marriott, Preschool Director

Church Happenings
ROMEO’s Men’s Lunch Group Invites You!
June
1
2
2
5
5
5
6
9
9
11
11
12
12
14
15
15
15
15
16
16
18
19
21
21
24
26
26
29
29
29
30

Birthdays

Paula Edenfield
Beau Ennis
James Hoffman
Cathy Richmond
Lily Pope
Trevor Pope
Catherine Upchurch
Ellie Jones
Michelle Pope
Juliana Haizlip
Gloria Marshall
Jim Dick
Alfred Earwood
Beth Goode
Luana Anderson
Sandra Moss
Julia Myers
Deborah Petree
Carolyn Owens
Joyce Wiedeback
Joel Owen
Anna Russell
Tim Howard
Isaiah Causby
Bob Pullease
Steve Watson
Cooper Toler
Michael Kirkpatrick
Joy Rimel
Emma Hoffman
Brad Cleary

All men are invited to join friends at the Thursday
men's lunch gatherings at 11:30 (or meet at the
church at 11:15 to carpool).
June 2 Family Billiards, Foscoe
June 9 Christa’s, Pineola
June 16 Pedalin’ Pig, Tynecastle
June 23 GrandView, Seven Devils
June 30 Italian Restaurant, Pineola

Chuck Portaro has placed a plaque in the Narthex (near the bell on our balcony
stairway) acknowledging that the church bell is from the original church
building.
BELL
Relocated from the church’s first clapboard structure
completed in 1896 under the leadership of
Reverend Edgar Tufts, and installed in this
stone structure completed in 1915, under the
leadership of Reverend Tufts.
CHURCH
Out of the need of economic necessity,
this church was the area’s first all native stone
structure.

Comfort Makers June Dedication
BEPC Graduating High School Seniors

May Financials
May 2, 2022 $ 4,375.00
May 9, 2022 $ 2,486.00
May 15, 2022 $ 7,000.00
May 22, 2022 $ 1,885.00
May 29, 2022 $ 2,894.00
TOTAL
$18,640.00

Comfort makers joyously dedicates their June blanket to the 2022
graduates. Congratulations!

BEPC High School Graduates
Your church family congratulates each of you on your graduation and achievements. You are an outstanding group and are well
prepared to meet your goals. We are proud of you. We have bragging rights and will spread the good news of your a
ccomplishments. On a personal note, I would like to speak about my proud association with these graduates. In the summer of
2019, Pastor Feild Russell asked me to attend a church youth conference at Montreat College. It was a week-long conference
with six of these graduates. My response to Pastor Feild was “They are 15 years old and I'm 100 years old. Are you sure?”
Pastor Feild replied “I know this youth group and you are going to make friends for a life time.” Pastor Feild was right! I've
known most of these young people since they were babies. However, after a week with them at Montreat, I really got
acquainted. They were polite, respectful and cooperative. There was no generation gap. Their love and strong respect for each
other started in preschool days. One parent recently told me “they go to their proms as a group, they do everything together.”
This closeness is rare and remarkable. Keep it up! It makes each of you stronger.
Will Garrett
Will is a Summa Cum Laude honor graduate at Watauga High School, an achievement of highest distinction. Accepted in the
honors program at NC State University, He will be studying microbiology with a focus in genetics. His goal is to be a genetic
engineer. Will has been very active in theater at Watauga High, as a Playmaker for the past three years, as well as performing in
Lees McRae Summer Theater. In 2019, he received the highest theater honor presented by the NC Theater Conference. He is the
secretary for the National Arts Honor Society. Will would like to give special thanks to Doc Speer for encouraging him, working
with him at an early age and opening the door to theater in his life. During high school, Will has been very active with the
Mountain Alliance Service Club and he has provided over a hundred hours of service in areas of need to the High Country.
Will’s parents are Beth and Matt Garrett; his grandmother is Emily Garrett.
Sarah Goode
Sarah is a Summa Cum Laude honor graduate at Watauga High School, again an honor of highest distinction. She will be
attending Lehigh University in Pennsylvania where she plans to major in bio-engineering. At Lehigh, she will be a member of
their track and field team for pole vaulting, in which she qualified for the NC State Track Meet this year. In a few days, she will
be representing Watauga High at this meet and hopes to top her personal best vault for the year at 11'6”. Sarah has already accumulated several conference and regional championships in pole vaulting, a result of a significant time commitment because practice sessions involved traveling to High Point two or three days a week. It is obvious that her studies have been her primary focus; however, Sarah found time to work at Tucker's cafe in Boone throughout her high school days. Sarah's mother is Beth
Goode.
Jason Miller
Jason is a graduate of Avery County High School. He will be attending Western Carolina University where he will start his college career early by enrolling in two courses there this summer. Jason was born a sports fanatic! As a result, his undergraduate
degree will be sports medicine. Being very positive about his career choice, he has already decided that his graduate degree will
be physical therapy. This young man is so motivated! Jason was a member of Avery's soccer team for four years. He was a team
leader during his senior year. He is also excited about playing club sports at Western Carolina with soccer on the list. Working
at the Banner Elk Cafe for four years, Jason's excellent waiter service will be missed by his many customers. Jason is also a volunteer at RAM's Rack, our local thrift shop and food pantry. Jason's parents are Martha Laura and Jay Miller.
Scott Miller
Scott is an honor roll graduate at Avery County High School. As soon as he finished his high school classes earlier this year, he
seized this opportunity of free time, to enroll at Mayland Community College taking welding classes. Scott finished all his welding classes in one semester while collecting five welding certificates. Scott was a member of Avery's soccer team for three years.
He also enjoys winter sports, especially snowboarding competitions at Beech Mountain Ski Resort. Biking is another favorite
past time for Scott. If you are delayed on the curves traveling up Beech Mountain, it is a good possibility that Scott is biking just
ahead of you. Scott is also a volunteer at RAM's Rack in Newland. Scott's parents are Martha Laura and Jay Miller.
Rachel Moody
Rachel is a Summa Cum Laude Honor graduate of Avery County High School, an honor of highest distinction and achievement.
She also graduates with Advanced Placement Classes and Dual Enrollment. She is a member of the Beta Club, Key Club and
secretary of Student Government. Rachel received scholarship offers from several universities. Her commitment is to her dream
school, University of South Carolina at Columbia. Following the career path proclaimed when she was only six years old, Rachel plans to be a Doctor of Medicine in Dentistry. Rachel was a competitive Level 9 Gymnast for 10 years. During that time,
she was a state and regional champion. Her favorite event was the uneven bars. Her main hobby is discussing college football
and all sports related to her beloved South Carolina Gamecocks. If you have a question about college football, take it from me,
Rachel is your source. Rachel's parents are Leigh Ann Moody and Mark Moody.

Hampton Owen
Hampton is an honor graduate at Avery County High School. He has been a member of the Beta Club since middle school.
This fall, Hampton will attend Lees McRae College. His plans are to major in business administration. He is a member of
DECA (Distributive Education Clubs of America) at Avery. This club prepares students to become leaders not only in their
schools, but in business endeavors as well. During his senior year, Hampton won first place in the DECA regional competition for business skills, representing Avery High. He not only placed first in the regional competition, but won the state
competition as well. Hampton will now compete for the national title in June. As an ideal role model for our school age
children, Hampton worked as a teacher's aide with the SAVE Program (School Age Virtual Education). Hampton stepped up
to the plate during those dark pandemic days to make education for our school age children as normal as possible. Hampton
also enjoys working at Ski Country Sports. In his spare time, he likes to ski and play video games. Hampton's parents are
Nancy and Rick Owen; his grandmother is Deka Tate.
Davis Taylor
Davis is an honor roll graduate at Watauga High School. He will be attending Middle Tennessee State University this Fall,
enrolling in their Aerospace Pilot Program. Davis has already completed 27 college credit hours at Caldwell Community
College. At Watauga, Davis has been a member of DECA for three years. Davis won the DECA regional competition for
business skills and qualified for the state competition. Davis was a member of Watauga's soccer team for four years. Despite
having knee surgery his freshman and junior years, he received the coach's award for varsity soccer. Davis was also a
member of the track team, running relays and distance events. In Davis, we have another perfect model for our school age
children. Davis also worked as a teacher's aide with the SAVE program during the pandemic. He encouraged children to
work hard regardless of the situation. During his spare time, Davis also enjoys working at Fred's Mercantile and Brick Oven
Pizzeria. In the winter, if Davis is not skiing on the slopes, then he is busy as a ski instructor at Beech Mountain Ski Resort.
In addition, if you need help with odd jobs, then Davis is your Mr. Side Job Man. Davis is also a volunteer for RAM's Rack
in Newland at the thrift shop/food pantry Davis' mother is Amy Anderson; his grandparents are Pat and Carolyn Anderson.
Jacob Vergara
Jacob spends every summer in Banner Elk, visiting with his grandfather David Tate and working with Doc Speer at the Lees
McRae Summer Theater. Jacob is an honor graduate at Olympic High School in Charlotte. He will be graduating in the top
2% of his class. Jacob was accepted at several universities, but he is a Tar Heel at heart and will attend the University of NC
at Chapel Hill. His plans are to major in business with a minor in sports communication and theater. Jacob was a 3-sport
athlete while earning a varsity letter all four years in soccer, swimming, and tennis. He was a member of the National Honor
Society, the Key Club, Mu Alpha Theta and the Technical Honor Society. Jacob is also a member of his Olympic High
School Stage Company and recently starred as Professor Plum in “Clue”. Jacob loves music and singing. In his spare time,
Jacob also enjoys volunteering with elementary and middle school children as a math tutor. Jacob's parents are Amanda and
Jesse Vergara; his grandfather is David Tate.
This year may be a record number of graduates for our church family. I also believe these graduates have all of us covered to
meet our needs. We have a genetic engineer, a bio-engineer, a physical therapist, a welder, a dentist, a business
administrator, a pilot, and a sports communicator. The graduates would like to give a message of appreciation to their
church family. You have helped make this day possible. There are too many names to mention. The list includes ministers,
Sunday school teachers, youth confirmation partners and everyone here today. Of course, the graduates give their appreciation and love to their parents and grandparents. The church family also recognizes these families for a job beyond well done.
Be proud! Sharing you daughters and sons has increased our faith. The future of this church is in great hands with these
graduates in charge. They love God and thanks be to God for this day of celebration. A final message to our graduates. As
your church family recognizes you today, we realize the last two years have been difficult for you. However, COVID did not
slow you down. You did it! You are graduating! You are experiencing an exciting time in your life. Enjoy your beach trips,
your graduation exercises with classmates and your gatherings with family and friends. As you step into the future, it will be
a change in your life with more responsibility and maybe some challenges, However, each of you will be able to handle it.
Nothing will prevent you from accomplishing your goals.
Remember:
God loves you! Your families love you! Your church
family loves you! We will always support you and will
be here for you, just a phone call or text away. Make
sure you have our phone numbers. Remember to visit us
when you return home for college breaks. Make it a better world! Best wishes and God bless you! I'm proud to
know you.
Mike Shaw
Mike, Sarah Rachael Davis Jason, Scott, Hampton, Will

Sunday Morning Bible Study
“Digging Deeper into Scripture”, a class with Rev. Rachael McConnell, meets on Sunday mornings at 9:45am in the
upstairs Margaret Tate Parlor. Participants will explore the lectionary texts on which each Sunday’s sermon is based. Plan to
join this group for good discussion and in-depth study.
Passages for June:
Day of Pentecost - June 5, 2022
- Acts 2:1-21 or Genesis 11:1-9
- Psalm 104:24-34, 35b
- Romans 8:14-17 or Acts 2:1-21
- John 14:8-17, (25-27)

Proper 7 (12) - June 19, 2022
- 1 Kings 19:1-4, (5-7), 8-15a and Psalm 42 and 43
- Isaiah 65:1-9 and Psalm 22:19-28
- Galatians 3:23-29
- Luke 8:26-39

Trinity Sunday - June 12, 2022
- Proverbs 8:1-4, 22-31 and Psalm 8
- Romans 5:1-5
- John 16:12-15

Proper 8 (13) - June 26, 2022
- 2 Kings 2:1-2, 6-14 and Psalm 77:1-2, 11-20
- 1 Kings 19:15-16, 19-21 and Psalm 16
- Galatians 5:1, 13-25
- Luke 9:51-62

Proper 7 (12) - June 19, 2022
- 1 Kings 19:1-4, (5-7), 8-15a and Psalm 42 and 43
- Isaiah 65:1-9 and Psalm 22:19-28
- Galatians 3:23-29
- Luke 8:26-39

Second Sunday Brunches
Second Sunday Brunch - Scottish Heritage Celebrated!
“Come One Come All” to the Second Sunday Breakfast, June 12 in King Fellowship Hall. We will be honoring our Scottish
Heritage since the Kirkin' is scheduled for the last Sunday in June. Help us celebrate traditional Scottish Fare during this
special time of fellowship. The Scotts are favored to include eggs, bacon, sausage, grilled tomatoes, potatoes, breads with butter
and marmalade, oatmeal with cream, and fish, to name a few. Any pared down version of those suggestions will be
welcomed. There are some recipe suggestions that are printed and available in the office for pickup.
No one will be offended if recipes for Haggis are not presented. So many other possibilities!
More important than any fancy preparation will be the time spent together
from 9:30 to 10:30, so please come with store bought or something from
home. You may call Luana Anderson at 733-6369 for any questions or suggestions.
Many thanks go to AC Marriott and her team, Team Dethlefs, Team Todd,
Team Bender, Team Toler, Team McConnell, Elaine Curtis, and
Eriana Fidler. For all their help with the brunch.

Mother’s Day Brunch May 8, 2022

May Session Review
x
x
x
x
x
x
x
x
x
x
x
x
x
x
x

Report: ten persons are registered for Inquirers Class on May 22
Report: website and mailing information is being updated
Report: BEPC History booklet is being written
Approved: purchase of fisheye camera for use with Zoom meetings and Bible Studies
Developing: Communication Plan Inventory of church documents
Installed: on stairwell to balcony, framed details about church bell
Scheduled: Women’s Bible Study July 7 – September 1
Scheduled: Vacation Bible School August 8-11 5:30-7:30pm
Scheduled: All ages Sunday School 9:45-10:30am
Received with regret: Resignation of AC Marriott as Preschool Director and Children and Youth Coordinator
Approved: Jarrett Koski as Interim Preschool Director effective June 1
Report: Stewardship Emphasis will be led by Chuck Dickinson with a committee team approach
Report: the 2nd Sunday Brunch will have a Scottish theme looking toward the Kirkin’ o’ the Tartans on June 26
Recognized: persons age 90 and older
In process: Session study of we are as a church in 2022

Thanks to A.C. Marriott !
Many Thanks to A.C. Marriott
Following the Preschool Graduation on May 26, AC Marriott was given flowers of appreciation
from the Preschool Board for her six years of directing, teaching, and building the quality
reputation of our Banner Elk Presbyterian Church Preschool. Our church has been fortunate to
have the faithful Christian leadership as we grew and adapted to family needs, even during the
confusing days of COVID-19. It is with thankful appreciation we recognize AC and her wide
range of special gifts, as we wish her well in her new business opportunity. It is with joy we
know AC and her family will continue residing in Banner Elk and continue their membership at
BEPC.
BEPC Preschool Board

Around the Church…...
World Relief Presents A Refugee’s Experience
On June 20th from 6:30-8:00pm at Banner Elk
Christian Fellowship (140 Woods Ln, Banner Elk,
NC 28604) World Relief will present a Refugee's
Experience. Come learn a first hand account how
people of faith are supporting refugees during this
time of war and disarray. We invite
members in our congregation to join in this listening
and learning experience.
https://worldrelief.org/blog-8-things-you-need-toknow-about-the-ukrainian-refugee-crisis/

Hampton Owen and
Mike Shaw celebrating
Hampton’s recent high
school graduation from
Avery County High
School. These 2 have
had a special bond for
many years as Mike has
been a wonderful
mentor to this recent
class of graduates.
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CHURCH LEADERSHIP & STAFF
Moderator: Rev. Rachael McConnell
Clerk of Session: Susan Carter Preschool
Class 2022
Luana Anderson
Murry Haber
Don Hilsmier
Deka Tate

Fellowship
Missions
Membership
Congregational Care

Class of 2023
Donna Dicks
Rick Garrett
Alice Johnson
Janet Speer

Christian Education
Buildings & Grounds
Preschool Liaison
Worship

Class 2024
William Dethlefs
Chappie Petree
Jesse Pope
McNair Tornow

Communications/Outreach
Stewardship & Finance
Permanent Funds
Personnel

Clerk of the Works: Larry Zimmer
Permanent Funds Ministry: Jesse Pope
Treasurer: Chappie Petree
Asst Treasurers: Allen Clark,
Donna Dicks, Ron McGowan, Debi Tornow
Church Staff
Rev. Rachael McConnell, Pastor
rachael@bannerelkpresbyterian.org
David Soyars, Organist
Nina Allbert, Choir Director
ninaallbert@icloud.com
Alisa Ballard, Office Administrator
alisa@bannerelkpresbyterian.org
Office Manager: Dedy Traver
dedy@bannerelkpresbyterian.org
Housekeeping: Margaret Trivette
BEPC Preschool: Jarrett Koski, Interim Director

SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICES
In-person or livestream
11:00 am Worship - traditional

