Banner Elk Presbyterian Church
“To Know Christ and to Make Christ Known”
Equipping Saints since 1893

July 2022
Who are we? As a self-identified curious person and someone who loves to hear and to
hold onto the stories of the lives of others, I wonder greatly about how our stories are
woven together. How do we bring our experiences, heritage, philosophies, worldviews,
and expressions of faith together to make something whole?

The flowers in the sanctuary the last few weeks have been breathtaking. One of
the relatively new ministries of care that has been in action, is our flower
ministry. Volunteers use the sanctuary flowers to make arrangements for those
who might need a reminder of the beauty that God sees in his creation. These
are then delivered to folks in need. For these arrangements to be placed
together in such a way, where each flower and plant is fully seen and displayed,
but not taking center stage and blending
together in an aesthetic harmony.
What does it take for a flower arrangement, a quilt, a mosaic, a symphony to work? Being tied together, being bound
together. The Holy Spirit knows that when we try to arrange ourselves, we can become overcome by fear or feelings
of unworthiness or we place ourselves in a prominent position thinking that no one will care for us unless they see us
up front. Often, our organizational skills fail us. Whether it is structure or accountability or seeing the potential and
meaningfulness of others, our hastiness, fear, envy, and greed can cause a jumbled mess or an arrangement that has
nothing unifying holding it together. The Holy Spirit binds us together in great mercy by the love and will of God.
Jesus is the molding clay, cement, wire, thread that binds us together so that we compliment, serve, and enhance one
another, reflecting the beauty and diversity of God’s creation.
Our Kirkin’ O’ Tartans reflects our unity amidst our diversity, our celebration of the roots from which we
blossomed, the foundation of faith on which we rely. What a beautiful morning it was! We gathered under a
common heritage of our ancestors, yet carried tartans that reflected an even closer relationship. Clans who might
have fought one another, spilled the blood of their neighbor, now gather under the banner of Christ. Oh, how
powerful a banner that it is!
So, who are we? Who can we be? Who are we in Christ? We are siblings, we are beautiful creations, we are beloved,
we are bound in unity by the Spirit. By the power of the Spirit, let us be unified for more than one morning. Let us
raise the banner of Christ high, let us serve one another and our community in overflowing generosity of time,
patience, understanding, and needs met. Do not look around to see who is like
you, for a quilt of the same-colored square, the droning of the same note, a group
of the same flowers would not be as beautiful. God deeply knows this. Let us
beautifully reflect this!
Blessings,
Pastor Rachael

Opportunities to Learn and Grow
Sunday Morning Bible Study
“Digging Deeper into Scripture”, a class with Rev. Rachael McConnell, meets on Sunday mornings at 9:30 in the upstairs
Margaret Tate Parlor. Participants will explore the lectionary texts on which each Sunday’s sermon is based. Plan to join this
group for good discussion and in-depth study.
Proper 9 (14) - July 3, 2022
- 2 Kings 5:1-14 and Psalm 30
- Isaiah 66:10-14 and Psalm 66:1-9
- Galatians 6:(1-6), 7-16
- Luke 10:1-11, 16-20

Proper 11 (16) - July 17, 2022
- Amos 8:1-12 and Psalm 52
- Genesis 18:1-10a and Psalm 15
- Colossians 1:15-28
- Luke 10:38-42

Proper 10 (15) - July 10, 2022
- Amos 7:7-17 and Psalm 82
- Deuteronomy 30:9-14 and Psalm 25:1-10
- Colossians 1:1-14
- Luke 10:25-37

Proper 12 (17) - July 24, 2022
- Hosea 1:2-10 and Psalm 85
- Genesis 18:20-32 and Psalm 138
- Colossians 2:6-15, (16-19)
- Luke 11:1-13

Proper 11 (16) - July 17, 2022
- Amos 8:1-12 and Psalm 52
- Genesis 18:1-10a and Psalm 15
- Colossians 1:15-28
- Luke 10:38-42

Proper 13 (18) - July 31, 2022
- Hosea 11:1-11 and Psalm 107:1-9, 43
- Ecclesiastes 1:2, 12-14; 2:18-23 and
Psalm 49:1-12
- Colossians 3:1-11
- Luke 12:13-21

Nursery Assistant Needed
We have a wonderful nursery worker, Tristan Hall, who faithfully serves the youngest members of
our church family; however, we need to have a second person in the nursery each week for safety and
liability issues. Tristan currently serves each Sunday morning, caring for our children under four by
providing a safe, happy environment.
We hope to have enough folks sign up to volunteer as a nursery assistant that it will be an occasional,
but regular, commitment. This assistant would be needed from 10:30 am-12:15pm on Sunday
mornings. If you would like to be on a rotating volunteer schedule to help in this way, please contact
Alisa, our Church Administrator, at 828-898-5406.

World Relief Agency - Refugee Resettlement
We now have available some new books on refugee resettlement from World
Relief Agency which has an office in High Point. One of the leaders spoke recently at a
community gathering where lots of good information was received!
Please feel free to borrow one of these books. If anyone is interested in joining others
connected to the work of World Relief, you may contact Amy Barinowski Yawn at Banner
Elk Christian Fellowship at 828-898-9728.

Hymn Sing Sunday July 3!
Sunday, July 3rd at both the 8:30 and 11:00 am services join us for Sunday Worship made
up of beloved hymns! This service will bring out the song in your heart as we worship our
Lord through the gift of music. Come ready to follow along and sing unto the Lord!

Kirkin’ O’ the Tartan 2022
Thanks To Entire Kirkin’ Team
While the folks in the Kirkin’ O’ the Tartan last Sunday would demur any accolades or recognition, the congregation heartily
thanks them for making our 2022, 18th Kirkin’ a memorable congregational worship.
Committee: McNair Tornow (publicity, contacts, marshal), Ron McGowan (executive producer), Beth Johnston (entrance
decorations and sanctuary flowers), Chris Zimmer (set up and storage), Deb Tornow (contacts, ushering, marshal),
Ed Donnell (organization)
Support: Dedy Tarver (typing and proofing), Alisa Ballard (proofing and support), Rachael McConnell (liturgy, worship
leadership), Families of the Presenters
Music, song, and piper: Nina Allbert, David Soyars, Rebecca Witt, the vocal choir
43 Presenters who came early and carried tartan flags and presented them as symbols of our dedication

Processional leaders: Bill Cocke, Deka Tate, Ron McGowan, Larry Weed Rick Blattner, Mike and Betty Scipione, Larry
Zimmer, Ray and Jane McKinney who participated in the set up and storage.

Memory-Making Photos! Do you know who these fashion plates are?

Stewardship 2023 - A New Beginning for BEPC
For the last two years we have all experienced the changes caused by
COVID 19 pandemic. Hopefully, those days are over. It is exciting to
look to 2023 for us to secure a healthy and thriving church with worship
and music programs and support our benevolence and mission programs.
Our Stewardship and Finance Committee is leading an ambitious
campaign to accomplish our goals for 2023.

Stephen Ministry
Remember that there are Stephen Ministers in our church who can help you through a difficult time.
This is how it works: Contact the church (or Janet Speer at speerj@lmc.edu) if you would like to have
a Stephen Minister. Janet will contact you to help you make connections to a minister who has been
trained to help you through your difficulty. A minister will meet with you once a week (in person, via
Zoom or phone) to talk for about an hour, with you taking the lead on the discussion. Sessions continue until you decide you are ready to end them.

IMPORTANT!! SHEPHERDS ARE NEEDED FOR 2022!
Calling All Shepherds! The Congregational Care Committee is asking for volunteers to help
with our Shepherd program for 2022! Volunteers are asked to Shepherd with a partner for a
one-month commitment. This is a very meaningful way to serve our congregation! For more
information, please contact Deka Tate at 828-898-9203 or volunteers may sign up-in the
church office. We appreciate all those of you who have served as shepherds during 2021.
You have made a difference.!

Our Shepherds for the month of July are
Carolyn Owens and Deka Tate.

Prayer Ministry
In the past year, the prayer team has sent letters to 288 families (members) twice.
Please note that in addition to those families, private prayer requests are received
and added to our weekly prayers. At any time, if you need prayer, please contact
one of the team members and you will be included in our prayers.
“Every great movement of God can be traced to a kneeling figure. ‘
D.L. Moody
Emily Garrett

El Wilson

Alice Johnson Chris Zimmer

Donna Bender Katy Fletcher

Judy King

BEPC Preschool
This summer, our preschool camp dives into the world of Dr. Seuss literature. We have had four full weeks with 15 plus
campers exploring the ocean, music, sport and space activities. We look forward to our later weeks which include;
camping, the thrilling circus, digging up dinosaurs and even Christmas in July. Our campers are enjoying educational
activities, going on adventures on our playground in wonderful sunshine, then ending their day with the infamous dance
party. As Dr. Seuss says, “OH! THE THINGS YOU CAN THINK!”
Our summer camp ends July 29, 2022. Our first day of Preschool is set for Monday, August 15, 2022. Preschool Open
House will be Thursday, August 11, from 5:00 – 7:00pm for new and returning students to come visit their new classroom
for the year. Enrollment is still open for our upcoming school year. Please e-mail me for more information.
Banner Elk Presbyterian Church Preschool is looking to hire a teacher for the upcoming school year. Start date August 9th
2022. Hours of work: 8:30am – 1:30pm. Please contact Jarrett Koski at jkoski@bannerelkpresbyterian.org
Thank you for your continued love and support for our precious preschool.
“Mr. K”
Jarrett W. Koski, Interim Preschool Director

Church Happenings
ROMEO’s Men’s Lunch Group Invites You!
July Birthdays
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Diane Earwood
Sylvia Hahn
Ben Garris
Will Garris
Coy Franklin
Chuck Portaro
Claire Fortune
Ellen Stapleton
Paula Fryar Garris
Corben Brewer
Will Hagna
Alice Durham
Ed Donnell
Judy Ward
Bob Anderson
Jim Swinkola
Jan Miller
Pat Huff
Betsy Hill
Judy Roeling
Mary Ann Davis
Vivien Howard
Hampton Owen
Eriana Fidler
Rod Sundstrom
AC Marriott

All men are invited to join friends at the Thursday
men's lunch gatherings at 11:30 (or meet at the
church at 11:15 to carpool).
July 7 Highlander’s Grill, Tynecastle
July 14 Kay’s Kitchen, Newland
July 21 Tartan, Linville
July 28 Banner Elk Cafe (on the patio)

Moments of History
Be sure to get your copy of the recently
created booklet, “Moments of History,”
which is available in each church narthex and
in the office reception area. The Communications
Committee hopes members and friends will
enjoy having this brief, updated history
highlighting some of BEPC’s legacy.

Dear BEPC Friends,
Gary and I would like to thank our congregation for all
the love, prayers, support, cards, meals and caring as
Gary rehabs his new knee and I undergo my cancer
treatment. Your continued presence and support give
us strength for the journey.
You ARE the hands of Christ and we are so grateful.
Kathy Ward and Gary Ticknor

BEPC Preschool Enrollment Open!
BEPC Preschool
Enrolling Pre-K - Ages 2-4
Start date: August 15th 2022
Affordable; 9am – 1:00pm
For more information contact:
Jarrett Koski
at jkoski@bannerelkpresbyterian.org

June Financials
SUMMER USHERS NEEDED!
We need ushers for both 8:30 a.m. and
11:00 a.m. services. If you are willing
to welcome all attending and assist
with ushering, please contact Debi
Tornow, 336-971-1884, or Alisa
Ballard, 828-898-5406. This is such a
vital part of Banner Elk Presbyterian,
Church. We thank you for considering
this service to our beloved church.

June 6, 2022
June 13, 2022
June 20, 2022
June 27, 2022
TOTAL

$ 9,201.00
$20,253.00
$19,749.00
$ 4,412.00
$53,615.00

As our seasonal residents return to
Banner Elk for the summer, we
would appreciate very much if you
would contact the church office to
ensure we have your correct
contact information for the
summer. You may call the church
office at 828-898-5406 or email
office@bannerelkpresbyterian.org.

Thank you!

Nickel-A-Meal Changes to Daily Change
Recent Recipients

Please help! Our "Daily Change" fund (formerly "Nickel a
Meal") is at a critically low point. This affects the PWNC Hunger Committee's ability to fund grant requests received biannually from agencies across our Presbytery.
Remember that our church receives this offering on the last
Sunday of each month, but donations can be made at any
time. Our own Feeding Avery Families organization has applied for and received funding in the past.
Help us replenish the fund. Give the change you want to see in
the world!

Spread The Good News! Be A Part Of Our Team!
We are hiring a Children and Youth Coordinator! The purpose of this position is to guide the young
minds of our church and of the community. We want to reach children ages preschool-high school by
organizing, developing, and using volunteers to implement social activities while meeting the spiritual
and emotional needs of the children and overseeing youth staff and volunteers as they interact with the
children and youth of the church. The Coordinator is a member of the Christian Education Committee
and is supervised by the pastor. This is a 10 hour a week part-time position, compensation is salaried at
$150.00 a week. Contact the church office if you are interested in applying 828-898-5406
or office@bannerelkpresbyterian.org

BEPC Preschool Teacher for 2022-2023 School Year
Banner Elk Presbyterian Church Preschool is looking to hire a teacher for the upcoming school year. Start date is August 9,
2022 and hours of work are Monday through Friday, 8:30am to 1:30pm.
Contact Jarrett Koski at jkoski@bannerelkpresbyterian.org

MAYLAND FELLOWSHIP GATHERING
Date: Sunday, July 10, 2022
5:30 p.m. – Meal
6:30 p.m. – Meeting
7:00 p.m. – Program: “Role of the Elder”
Presented by: Rev. Michael T. McKee
Pastor, Newland Presbyterian Church
Hosted by: Newland Presbyterian Church
199 Elk Street, Newland, NC 28657
Rev. Michael T. McKee
Phone: 828-733-2186
We Look Forward to Seeing You on Sunday, July 10th

Meditation and Prayer
It isn’t always easy to hold on, especially when the world keeps spinning, but it is easier if
we hang on together. That way we are connected, linked together, and stronger than any one
of us could ever be alone. It does not matter that we are from different backgrounds or
different faiths: what matters is that we care with and for one another. The unraveling of
reality only occurs when we let go, let go of our hope and our vision. When we hold on to
what we believe, our diversity becomes a bond that cannot be broken. So if you feel like you are hanging on, you are, but
never alone. Thousands of us are holding on with you.
Thank you, Great Spirit, for entrusting me with another day. Thank you for giving me another chance to do what I can do. I
will strive to be worthy of your trust by being kindness in action. I will be mindful of what I am doing. I will be conscientious
in my compassion. With your help, I will be a source of love and hope for every person and creature on this planet who share
these hours with me. Amen.
Bishop Steven Charleston

New Set of Pearly Gates!

Many thanks go to St. Larry and St. Rick for building a
new set of “Pearly Gates” for the dumpster site behind the
church!! Well done and MOST appreciated by all!

“Won’t You Be My Neighbor?”
The Congregational Care committee is working toward creating Neighborhood Groups in which our church members would be
formed into small cluster units. It is thought that these groups, to be made up of about 8-12 people/families, would provide the
opportunity for better communication and could help enrich friendships.
Through group e-mails, the Neighborhood Contact person would keep in touch with individual needs, prayer concerns, happy
events, etc. and, with permission, would share this information within the group.
Deka Tate is working on this project and will appreciate your
thoughts and suggestions as she develops this means of helping us feel more closely connected. If you have questions or
comments,
please contact Deka at 828-898-9203.

Second Sunday Brunches
Breakfast Bash - State Specialties
We said farewell to the Scottish Theme Breakfast and put away our family recipes, some of
which were provided by our own Dedy Traver, Donna Bender, Mae Weed, Beth Johnston, and
Gloria Marshall, who provided the Scotch Eggs. Gloria has given us the theme for our July
Second Sunday Breakfast, which will feature a signature breakfast item from your home State.
Will be have Buttermilk Biscuits from Georgia? Sweet Rice from Arkansas? Cinnamon Rolls
from Colorado? Taylor Pork Roll from New Jersey? Breakfast Burritos from Arizona? Potatoes
from Idaho? Blueberry Pancakes from Maine? Beignets from Louisiana? Donuts from
Massachusetts? Pasty’s from Michigan? Shrimp and Grits from South Carolina? Eggs and
Ham from Virginia? Breakfast Pizza from Iowa? Spoonbread from Kentucky? As you can see,
the possibilities are endless. Have some fun and bring anything that you remember in your
childhood. Name the State (or country) of your birth and the dish to share. Join us in the King
Fellowship Hall on July 10 at 9:30 between the two Sunday Services.

June Session Review
x
x
x
x
x
x
x
x
x
x
x
x

Reported: nine (9) new members in June
Needed: Youth Coordinator
Approved: donation to Crossnore School
Approved title change: Office & Finance Manager (Dedy)
Approved title change: Church Administrator
Approved: purchase of Zoll unit defibrillator
Report: financial offering is lower than budgeted expenses
Consecration Sunday, August 28
Approved: Annual Picnic in August with catered meat provided
In progress: consolidated church information brochures
Reported: Rev. Rachael had successful time in Montreat
Reported: PCUSA and General Assembly has on-line access to meetings taking place the first weekend of July.
There will be revisions to the Book of Order.

The Women’s Bible Study begins July 7 meeting on Thursday afternoons from 2:00-3:00, from
July 7-September 1 in the adult Sunday School room adjoining the Margaret Tate Parlor on the top
floor of the education/office building.
A discussion of the 2021-22 Presbyterian Women’s Horizons Bible Study , “What My Grandmother
Taught Me: Learning from the Women in Matthew’s Genealogy of Jesus”. Any class participant
who wishes may take a turn facilitating the class during the 9-week period

From the Back Pew
From the Back Pew…

And The Permanent Funds Ministry

Saving, investing and spending carefully are apparently tricky endeavors right now, with a real or impending recession looking at us. If we were also facing wildfires, hurricanes, tornados or flood waters,
the stock market and high prices for gas and groceries would seem unimportant. And if we were dealing
with a crazy Russian terrorist, survival would be a whole different kettle of fish.
Whoever and wherever we are as individuals, we all hope for the best and hope we can deal with whatever wrinkles are coming
down the road. We hope we are prepared. Is our church prepared? Can we as church members and affiliates handle the future?
What are the church wrinkles here in Banner Elk, and what are the wrinkles on the other side of the globe that might ricochet
around the world? The Banner Elk Presbyterian Church Permanent Funds Ministry exists so that our church might be prepared
for the future.
Maybe a new roof on our old building? Or disaster assistance for a community ravaged by severe weather? Are we concerned
with mental illness, addiction, specialized educational supports, food and housing issues here or elsewhere?
Will you support The Permanent Funds Ministry, to help deal with whatever fish turn up in our kettle sometime down that
wrinkled road?
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PHONE: (828) 898-5406
WEB PAGE: www.bannerelkpresbyterian.org

FAX: (828) 898-7615
EMAIL: office@bannerelkpresbyterian.org

Office Hours: Monday - Thursday 8:30 am - 2:30 pm

CHURCH LEADERSHIP & STAFF
Moderator: Rev. Rachael McConnell
Clerk of Session: Susan Carter Preschool
Class 2022
Luana Anderson
Murry Haber
Don Hilsmier
Deka Tate

Fellowship
Missions
Membership
Congregational Care

Class of 2023
Donna Dicks
Rick Garrett
Alice Johnson
Janet Speer

Christian Education
Buildings & Grounds
Preschool Liaison
Worship

Class 2024
William Dethlefs
Chappie Petree
Jesse Pope
McNair Tornow

Communications/Outreach
Stewardship & Finance
Permanent Funds
Personnel

Clerk of the Works: Larry Zimmer
Permanent Funds Ministry: Jesse Pope
Treasurer: Chappie Petree
Asst Treasurers: Allen Clark,
Donna Dicks, Ron McGowan, Debi Tornow
Church Staff
Rev. Rachael McConnell, Pastor
rachael@bannerelkpresbyterian.org
David Soyars, Organist
Nina Allbert, Choir Director
ninaallbert@icloud.com
Alisa Ballard, Office Administrator
alisa@bannerelkpresbyterian.org
Office Manager: Dedy Traver
dedy@bannerelkpresbyterian.org
Housekeeping: Margaret Trivette
BEPC Preschool: Jarrett Koski, Interim Director

SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICES
In-person or livestream
8:30am Worship - traditional
11:00 am Worship - traditional

