Banner Elk Presbyterian Church
“To Know Christ and to Make Christ Known”
Equipping Saints since 1893

April, 2022
As we approach the culmination of Lent and rejoice and bring back the alleluias for Resurrection
Sunday, the stories of Jesus start to narrow in. Our view from Mount Calvary will be the expansive view of
eternity in the heavens, but our path to that hill does indeed narrow and steepen. The fully human ministry of
Jesus is coming to an end and Jesus gathers his followers close. As the pathway narrows, Jesus closes in on our
personal space. We’re all getting used to our personal space narrowing as we find the pandemic restrictions
loosening. Six feet markings for lines have disappeared, grocery carts are no longer used as forcefields; hugs,
handshakes, high-fives are all making a comeback.
Some of us relish the return to closeness with friends, family, and humanity; others enjoyed the new
societal norms of a wider personal space.
My mind has wandered quite often to the practice of greeting people that you meet whether a lifelong friend or
a new acquaintance with a kiss on the cheek that we had in Argentina. It was not a cultural difference that you
could bypass, it was essential for living within society and I wondered how the pandemic affected this greeting
where people drew close to one another throughout the day. The tradition comes from Paul’s letters with references found in Romans 16:16, 1 Corinthians 16:20, 2 Corinthians 13:12, 1 Thessalonians 5:26, where he asks
those who are receiving the letters to greet one another with a holy kiss. It is a kiss of peace and a kiss of love,
recognizing the child of God in one another that turned into a cultural norm.
In worship we have begun to include Passing of the Peace, allowing people to pass the peace of Christ with one
another in ways that they are comfortable with. Some with the hand gesture of the peace symbol, others with a
handshake and back pat, others full embraces and kisses. We greet one another this way because our God is not
a God who wishes to dictate and engage with us from afar. We follow a God who loves us, walks with us, talks
with us, and draws us under holy wings. Our religious traditions include washing of feet, breaking bread
together, greeting one another with a holy kiss. These come from Jesus himself, how he drew near to people,
healed through touch, and loved his neighbors in deeply intimate ways. The path to the cross narrows because
Jesus is asking us to draw near to him, not just in this season, but always for this is the nature of God and God’s
relationship with us.
God only becomes distant from us when we are the one walking away, it is our hearts and actions that create
the space between.
No matter what tomorrow may bring, each sunrise
reminds us of the new creation those of us who
follow Christ are becoming. As we walk through
the final days of Jesus, we see him draw closer,
even though he knows many will flee and deny
him, it does not matter. What matters is demonstrating the love of God and the reconciliation that
will occur on the cross. If this Lenten season has
coincided with a season of distance between you
and others or you and God, let the narrowed road
draw you closer to Christ.
Blessings,
Pastor Rachael

Opportunities to Learn and Grow
Holy Week/Easter Schedule
As Jesus draws nearer to the cross, draw nearer to Jesus during Holy Week
Sunday, April 10th Palm Sunday 11:00am
Palm Procession and Children's Choir Performance
Wednesday, April 13th Holy Wednesday 7:00pm Mayland Fellowship Service at First Presbyterian, Spruce Pine,
Rev. Rachael McConnell, preaching, and music led by Banner Elk Presbyterian Church Choir
Friday, April 15th Good Friday 6:00pm
"Shadows" All are invited to a special service of songs and readings entitled “Shadows” to
prepare for Easter. Music by adult choir, soloists and guest violinist. Original readings and
poems written by Dr. Janet Speer. inspired by the music lyrics. Leave in silence and
darkness to ponder the impact of Christ’s death.
Sunday, April 17th Community Sunrise Service 7:00 am Grandfather Home for Children, on Resurrection Hill. You are
welcome to come to the Grandfather Home campus in Banner Elk, for a special Community Easter Sunrise Service. This
yearly event is one of our great traditions. The service will be led by our Banner Elk area pastors.
Sunday, April 17th Resurrection Sunday 11:00am Bring a flower from your garden or favorite spot and place it on the
flowering Cross on our lawn. At 10:00 am we will have special activities planned for children. Special music featuring a guest
violinist and Handel's Hallelujah Chorus during worship.

Celebrate One Great Hour of Sharing
For over 70 years, One Great Hour of Sharing has provided Presbyterians a way to share God’s love
with our neighbors in need around the world, advancing the causes of justice, resilience and sustainability. During Lent, we celebrate that God connects with us through Jesus’ resurrection and connects us with those “who have the least - that’s how Matthew 25 puts it - and that’s what One Great
Hour of Sharing is all about.

This offering will be collected on Easter Day, March 17th.
This is all made possible BECAUSE OF YOU!
Because of you, the Multicultural Alliance for a Safe Environment in New Mexico can envision respectful, peaceful communities cherishing a healthy environment following a toxic human-caused disaster which affected nine Navajo municipalities.
Because of you, the Civil Society Coalition for Poverty Eradication in Northern Nigeria, where cycles of conflict and food
insecurity have been a tragic reality, supports Nigeria’s farmers and helps amplify the voices of women so they can become
agents of their own self development.
Because of you, the Resource Center in Matamoros at the southern border of the United States accompanies our neighbors
seeking asylum due to economic problems, violence and corruption by providing food, tents and blankets as well as a place
for refugees to have access to legal teams, medical teams and social support services.

American Red Cross Blood Drive April 21st
The next blood drive will be on Thursday, April 21st from 2:00-6:30pm in King
Fellowship Hall. Banner Elk Presbyterian Church is happy to provide the space for blood drives.
If you are able, please help the Red Cross reach their goal! You can make an appointment, by
going to www.redcrossblood.org and put in sponsor code: “Lees-McRae” or call Nurse Carl
at 898-8862. All blood donations are now tested for COVID-19
antibodies. The Red Cross is taking all pre-cautions as regards to COVID-19, including taking
temperatures of all donors before entering.

News from Gordon and Hui Causby, teachers in East Asia
Many of you know of Gordon and Hui Causby because we have supported
their work as teachers in East Asia through their non-profit organization for
over ten years. They have lived in several cities in East Asia during this time,
although they have been in the United States for the past 18 months waiting
for the opportunity to return to their jobs there which were interrupted by
COVID and government restrictions.
Gordon, a child of our church, and Hui met as students at Georgia Tech where
they studied math and science. After their marriage, they explored the option
of teaching in East Asia through a non-profit that sends teachers to Asia and
the Middle East, and were accepted and trained to begin work there in 2009.
Today, three children later (Eva-8, Fiona-5, and Isaiah-2), many wonderful
stories and memories of their time in their country of service, plus extended
time at home with family, they are finally able to return to that area of the world. They have accepted an invitation to go to
Chiang Mai, Thailand this coming fall after completing the current spring semester of online instruction to their East Asian
students.
Several years ago, Gordon and Hui presented our congregation with a lovely scroll which hangs in the main hallway near the
elevator which serves as a wonderful remembrance of them and their faith. The characters were lettered by a famous calligrapher especially for our church.
Gordon explains, “Once we arrive in Thailand, we will continue to teach online students at our school in East Asia and also
lead teams in Thailand who are teaching online to students in East Asia, as well as digging deep in relationships face-to-face
with friends in Thailand.
Some may ask, "Are you still looking to go back to East Asia whenever it opens up?" The answer is "Yes! In the
meantime, our call to the people of that country who have not yet heard has not changed."
We will continue to pray for this young family as they work to reach and teach students hungry to learn. A line item in our
current budget allows us to support them financially. Questions? Contact Janet Speer or Donna Dicks.

Helping Ukraine - We Are There!
Since Russia invaded Ukraine last month, Presbyterian Disaster Assistance (PDA) has committed
almost a million dollars in rapid response solidarity grants to address the humanitarian crisis. Our
denomination has a unique way of responding to this emergency because we have a long-standing
relationship with five ecumenical partners in Eastern and Central Europe. This has allowed
immediate assistance with refugee reception areas offering welcoming care.

Traditionally, PDA works with local and regional humanitarian and activist groups which have experience and expertise and
which are closest to the needs. Through this partnership, PDA joins other churches around the world “to be on the ground and
in the communities of need.” The Presbyterian Church is committed to long-term response in offering continued support in
the still-unfolding crisis.
Our One Great Hour of Sharing at Eastertime helps support the
work of Disaster Assistance, but additional funding to address refugee assistance is greatly appreciated.
Contributions may be made to Banner Elk Presbyterian
Church and designate check to “Refugee Program”

Comfort Makers
April Dedication - Larry & Suzie Fisk
The Fisks met in central Florida 40 years ago, came to Banner Elk in 1987 and
we are thrilled that they made this area their home.
Suzie and her sister were little girls when they were introduced to music. Their
mother, a music teacher, taught them piano. Then Suzie added clarinet to her
instrumental repertoire. But in middle school, she began to love the flute.
Moving on into band, she became a Drum Major, then sprang into High School
full force: marching band, regular band, and orchestra. One fun note: in
marching band, she and her sister played mischief when they would march by
one another and switch instruments (the clarinet and flute). When Suzie was
asked where she studied music in college, the answer was surprising. Music was
not her major, which astounds all of us, as we have enjoyed her contributions to
the services for years. She began helping us on occasions with the flute over thirty years ago. Today, she is the handbell director and works diligently to bring the group to an elevated level. She collaborates carefully with the other musicians to ensure
that services are meaningful for all. We have seen and heard her sounds for years and we
are eternally grateful to her for the contributions she has made.
Larry is an Army Veteran. He retired in 2007 from Banner Elk Heating which he owned
and operated. He also owned other businesses which offered employment to this area. He
spends his retirement time doing hobbies which include metal work, woodwork, and enjoys spending time in the greenhouse, working on all kinds of plants and vegetables. Larry
grew up as a Christian and has been instrumental in a bus ministry for children, was active
with Vacation Bible School, and served on various committees and outreach during his
life. He also participated in brotherhood projects throughout the Community.
One year, he built a float for Mt. Calvary for the Fourth of July Parade!
Thank you, Suzie and Larry, for your contributions to worship, to the advancement of music in our area, and to the community!

The blanket will be on display in the hallway throughout the month of April, then given to
a worthy cause.

Shepherds Needed for 2022
Calling All Shepherds! The Congregational Care Committee is asking for volunteers to help
with our Shepherd program for 2022! Volunteers are asked to Shepherd with a partner for a
one-month commitment. This is a very meaningful way to serve our congregation! For more
information, please contact Deka Tate at 828-898-9203 or volunteers may sign up-in the
church office. We appreciate all those of you who have served as shepherds during 2021.
You have made a difference.!

Our Shepherds for the month of
April are Susan Blalock and El Wilson.

Prayer Ministry
In the past year, the prayer team has sent letters to 288 families (members) twice.
Please note that in addition to those families, private prayer requests are received
and added to our weekly prayers. At any time, if you need prayer, please contact
one of the members and you will be included in our prayers.
“Is prayer your steering wheel or your spare tire?”

Emily Garrett

El Wilson

Alice Johnson Chris Zimmer

Corrie ten Boom

Donna Bender Katy Fletcher

Judy King

Organ Repairs!
At last, our organ pipe facade is no longer "snaggle-toothed". Like many other businesses,
Cornell-Zimmer Organ Builders have been back-logged with post-pandemic work, but were
finally able to complete needed organ repairs on March 23rd. After a large facade pipe fell in
December, they assessed the pipe hanging system and recommended updates to prevent further
problems. Fortunately, their metalsmith was able to repair the broken pipe.
It was an interesting learning experience to be their "assistant" as the choir loft transformed into
an organ repair shop for the day. After removing each facade pipe, the
solder on each hanger was carefully examined. Many solders were
quite thin, so their technician, Will, reinforced the solder joints on
nearly half the pipes. The original design had the pipe hangers
slipping over a nail in the "scallop" board that cradles the pipes. This
was problematic because the nails could slip or loosen after years of
maintenance. The nails were replaced with wood screws and the top
of each screw is covered with a PVC material. These new hooks will provide a much more secure
hanging system. Will also stabilized two "scallop" boards he found to be a little loose. We had a
successful day completing all the needed repairs just in time for me to rattle the pipes at Easter.
We'll plan to schedule the recommended semi-annual organ and piano tunings for late spring to keep
our instruments ready to lift our songs of praise.
David Soyars

News from the Choir Director
The music department is preparing for Holy Week at warp speed. We have beautiful music that we
hope will enhance the services. On Good Friday the choir will be singing two versions of “What
Wondrous Love Is This” is there a better question to ask ourself on Good Friday? Both versions were
written by Wes Ramsey and are very unique. The “Agnus Dei “(Lamb of God) from his High
Lonesome Mass combines an Agnus Dei and the traditional “What Wondrous Love is This”. It is
written for choir, piano and fiddle. Yes, fiddle, as this is from his blue grass mass. Do not expect an
I’ll Fly Away sound, High Lonesome, accurately describes the haunting melodies used in this piece.
In addition, we will have solos, trios, congregational hymns, piano/organ duets, and that is just Good Friday! Dr. Janet Speer
has taken the music and created a service of readings and an original poem inspired by the lyrics. This will be a Tenebrae
Service, also known as a service of shadows. This type of service has been used by the church since medieval times.
Throughout the service, the lights grow dimmer and dimmer until the church is in darkness and we leave in silence.
The cross is draped in black for these three days.
On Easter, we will be rejoicing with music spanning from 1741 - 2011 and everything in between. We will be singing
traditional hymns, and the Hallelujah Chorus. If you have sung this in the past, bring your score and sing along,
music will be available if you do not have your own! For the Lord God omnipotent reigneth! Hallelujah!
Nina Allbert

From The Music Stand
The handbell choir is expanding. In January two new ringers started
practicing with the group. Steve Hill, a familiar face in the choir, and Ann
McConnell, new to our church family, joined the ensemble. Ann comes
with many years of ringing experience. Steve is new to ringing but brings
much musical knowledge. We are truly blessed to have these two
participating in our group. Rehearsals are very productive as everyone is
invited to offer up suggestions pertaining to the music. We call it a
“Bellmocracy” where everyone gets a say in what happens. If you are
interested in becoming a part of this fun group, please contact Suzie Fisk
at the church office.
Kneeling, Suzie Fisk, Janet Speer.
Standing: Steve Hill, Susan Carter, Gayle Rulifson, Ann McConnell, Alice Johnson.

BEPC Preschool
March is another wonderful month at our preschool program as we cover some of our favorite themes such a Dr. Seuss week,
space, dinosaurs, transportation, and space! We start March off celebrating the amazing literature and characters of Dr. Seuss.
We like to dress up, speak in rhymes, create “wockets” for our pocket, play with Oobleck and graph colored goldfish before
we eat them all. The book and stories spark the best of our imagination when we discover what happens when we mix paint,
freeze different types of liquids, or use a box as a rocket ship.
We also love pretending to be paleontologists as we create our own dinosaur fossils out of salt dough and learn more about
dinosaurs. We work on our math skills as we measure toy dinosaurs using counting cubes. We love transitioning from the
classroom to lunch, stomping, and roaring loudly as we walk in a line.
For transportation and space week, we enjoy using our walking rope as a different form of vehicle as we walk together to see
the ducks at Mill Pond. One day we may be a train, chugging down the road. The next day, we are astronauts on a rocket
ship- counting backwards from 10 to blast off, needing to hold on to the rope so we don’t get lost in space. And let’s not
forget singing “Wheels on the Bus” as we go for a walk around the church.
Our games and imaginations are endless. The days fly by, the children are getting older, and we can see their progress in
following our daily schedule, using better verbal skills, becoming more confident in their own abilities. This is what teaching
is all about. We love learning while having fun with our best friends at BEPC Preschool.
A.C. Marriott, Director

Church Happenings
ROMEO’s Men’s Lunch Group Invites You!
April Birthdays
1
2
3
3
3
5
5
11
12
12
13
15
17
17
17
18
20
22
23
23
23
23
24
27
29
30

Rad Moeller
Jane Stephenson
Betty Scipione
Cody Shook
Deka Tate
Matthew Wimberly
David Tate
Carolyn Jones
Fiona Causby
Jerry Olsen
Mark Polderman
Bud Hahn
Jesse Vergara
Jarrett Koski
John McConnell
Harold Durham
Nancy Dosher
Wendy Moeller
Davis Taylor
Pat Samples
Larry Weed
Becky Wheeler
Larry Kennedy
Trish Dethlefs
Katy Fletcher
Donna Dicks

All men are invited to join friends at the Thursday
men's lunch gatherings at 11:30 (or meet at the
church at 11:15 to carpool).
April 7 - Grandview, Seven Devils
April 14 - Dunn’s Deli, Banner Elk
April 21 - Cristia’s, Pineola
April 28 - Tin Trout, Crossnore

Clothing Needed!
We are asking you to help with bringing
dignity to the patients in the Behavioral Health
Hospital located adjacent to Cannon Memorial
Hospital in Linville. Quite often patients are
admitted for psychiatric care, wearing only the
clothes on their back. Patients are sometimes admitted from quite a distance
away and do not have family close by to help provide the needed clothing for
their stay in our care. Often families are unable to provide the support that is
needed.
There is a need for donated, gently used adult sized clothing (shirts, pants, and
shoes) which can be provided to the patients who've been admitted in a situation
similar to what is described above. Needed are all adult sizes for men and
women but have an acute need at this time for sizes extra small, small,
extra-large and larger. The staff caring for these patients will screen all donated
clothing for appropriateness-they cannot use clothing with draw strings or shoes
with laces nor can belts be given to these patients.
Donations may be left in the entry way to the church offices. There are baskets
where you can leave the clothing. Thanks for your help with this.

Lees-McRae Theatre Arts
Program Presents
9-5: The Musical
A musical comedy, based on the movie
9-5, will be performed at Lees-McRae’s
Hayes Auditorium on April 6-8 at 7:00pm
and April 9 at 2:00pm. ALL of our student choir interns will be in
this production which is based on the actions of three female
employees who are fed up with their sexist, amoral boss and his behaviors. Directed by Dr. Michael Hannah with music written by
Dolly Parton. Come for an evening of fun and laughter, as we
support our student friends.
For more information, check the college’s website.

March Financials
3/7/22
3/14/22
3/21/22
3/28/22
TOTAL

$ 4,680.00
$ 2,455.00
$ 9,214.00
$ 4,685.00
$21,034.00

Easter Fun for Kids!
Please have your children ages 4-11 join Ms. Christina
and Ms. AC on Easter Sunday, April 17th at 10:00am
for some Easter extravaganza. There will not be a
traditional Sunday School but rather a scavenger hunt,
crafts, fun and treats to look forward too. There will not
be a music program offered at 9:30am.
Meet in The King Fellowship Hall at 10:00am.

Our Lenten Table
Our Lenten Table is a visual reminder of the events off
the season. The grapes and breads help us to
remember the last supper Jesus had with his disciples as
well as the Lord’s Table we gather around every month.
th.
The pitcher and chalices are a collection Ed has
gathered from many places during his ministry. Crosses
ses
made of rough sticks and twine are but a replica of thee
Cross of Christ. The sponge helps us to visualize Jesus
us
being offered vinegar to drink and the crowns of thorns
ns
make us realize the pain caused when it was placed
upon Jesus’s head. We made the crowns from
cuttings from a Trifoliate Orange Shrub in our back
yard in Roxboro.
We cut the branches when the limbs were tender and formed them into circles using very thick gloves and wire to hold them
in place. The Bible is a family Bible from the 1870’s from Ed’s mother’s side of the family. All is done to the Glory of God!
Cathy Richmond and Ed Donnell

Fundraiser for Banner Elk Fire Department
Firehouse Fundraiser 2022: Sponsors Needed Our church will host the
first annual "Firehouse Fundraiser" in the sanctuary to support our
heroes at Banner Elk Volunteer Fire Department. Nina Allbert will bring
her musical "Always Nina: A Tennessee Story and Songbook" for three
shows on August 25-27. While the church will provide the space, we
need $4,000 to underwrite costs of the shows that include five visiting
musicians, staging, techs, etc. At each performance, firefighters will
"pass the boot" for donations. We hope to raise $5000 to fund needed
rescue equipment - carrying on the Tufts tradition of finding and
addressing needs in our community.
A temporary Firehouse Fundraiser Fund has been set up at the church. A $2000 matching grant has been offered by a family.
So we just need 8 families to contribute $250 (or more) sponsorships by April 30th. Then 100% of donations collected at each
show go to the Fire Department. If you are able to sponsor, please send your donation to the church office - designated to
"Firehouse Fundraiser". Sponsor names will be printed in the program. More details on the event to come.
For questions, contact Mark File.

BEPC Donates Items to Helping Agencies
In addition to monetary gifts and volunteering time and energy, many members of our
church family donate gently used clothing and household items to two local helping
agencies.
Reaching Avery Ministry (RAM) and Yellow Mountain’s Treasure Box Thrift Store
greatly appreciate the items donated for sale to support their helping ministries. For over
er
25 years, Tony Fortune has transported our items almost weekly to these agencies. He
says he is amazed at the amount of goods which accumulate in the big donation box
located just outside the office reception area.
Please continue to remember this helpful way to share your unneeded things to be sold to
help others. Tony appreciates it if you will place your items in bags within the donationn
box so they can easily be lifted and taken to these thrift stores.

Grandfather Home for Children—Update!
Lees-McRae purchases Grandfather Home
Property from Children’s Hope Alliance
Lees-McRae has signed an agreement with Children’s Hope Alliance (Grandfather Home for Children) to take ownership of
475 acres of land held by the non-profit in Banner Elk, North Carolina. The purchase will allow for higher main campus enrollment and will expand the college’s ability to offer superior experiential learning opportunities.
Included in the sale agreement are the Grandfather Home facilities, which can house more than 100 students and contain
additional space for classrooms and offices, several hundred acres of forested land, and ownership of Wildcat Lake. By adding this property to the existing Lees-McRae campus, the institution will be able to serve more students, create vibrant living
and learning communities, conserve precious natural resources, and continue to serve the community by working closely
with the town of Banner Elk.
“The responsibility to safeguard this property is not one that we take lightly,” said Lees-McRae President Lee King. “While
the ownership of the land is changing, it will continue to be used for its purpose—education of and service to our
community. Our motto, ‘In, Of, and For the Mountains,’ will continue to guide us as we plan for new programs and opportunities that best serve our growing student body.”
The college’s strategic plan, lays out five core strategies designed to build on the institution’s current strengths. The Grandfather Home property increases the college’s ability to focus on distinctive majors like Outdoor
Recreation Management and Wildlife Biology by taking advantage of access to the lake and surrounding forest. Studentathletes will benefit from the property’s proximity to the college athletic facilities, and the gymnasium located at Grandfather Home will provide additional wellness opportunities.
The move-in ready buildings on the Grandfather Home property allow the college to move forward with its core strategies
immediately, without waiting on additional construction. The additional residence spaces will be available to students starting with the Fall 2022 semester.
“Today’s announcement extends what has been a long and positive relationship between Children’s Hope Alliance and
Lees-McRae College,” explained Celeste Dominguez, CHA President and CEO. “As a trusted community partner in Banner
Elk from our earliest days, we are confident Lees-McRae will continue to put this treasured land to its best use, while allowing CHA to enhance our mission, grow our services more quickly and expand our reach more broadly. We are excited about
the possibilities ahead for at-risk children and families across North Carolina.”
By moving to a support model that keeps children in their homes, CHA aims to serve ten times as many local children by
2030. The sale of Grandfather Home will provide the financial resources to make that possible.
This acquisition has the dual benefit of providing for the college’s future growth while rooting the institution more deeply in
its own history. Lees-McRae College and Grandfather Home for Children were once a single entity, founded by Reverend
Edgar Tufts to address the needs of local children. The school, which opened as the Elizabeth McRae Institute in 1900,
taught students through high school and included a dormitory for female students. Starting in 1914, Grandfather Home took
in and educated children who had no parents or relatives to care for them.
Eventually, ownership of Grandfather Home for Children passed to CHA, who
continued to support at-risk children in the High Country.

Thank You to Shepherds Program
Members of our church family are often touched by the loving thoughts and good wishes extended
through our monthly Shepherd Program. Each month volunteers agree to reach out in special ways
to communicate our concern, interest or congratulations in recognizing church members at special
times. All these remembrances are coordinated by Susan Blalock who makes sure volunteers are
scheduled and who does a great job of keeping the Shepherds informed, providing needed materials, and maintaining helpful records in this active, ongoing ministry. From all who have served with
Susan as volunteer Shepherds and from all who have been recipients of their kindnesses, we say a
big THANK YOU, SUSAN for leading us in this service to our church friends.

Session Notes from March, 2022
x Approved: Jesse Pope & Don Hilsmier, Co-Administrators for Endowment Fund and
x
Lynn Newman Memorial Fund
x Approved: Donations must be dated December 31 and Received by January 31 to be recorded
x
for the previous calendar year
x Approved: Mayland Presbyterian Fellowship Scholarship Application endorsement for
x
Sydney Malone Taylor and Patrick Davis Taylor
x Approved: Revised process for accepting new members
x Approved: Developing a Policy for Non-Member Memorial and Funeral Services
x Approved: Family Connects Support Group, monthly meeting
x Approved: Audio Video Technician payment for every Worship service beginning 3-20-22
x Receiving: Support for first time pastor from Presbytery of Western North Carolina
x Accepted: With regret and deep appreciation: Resignation of Dorothy Pullease as Co-Treasurer
x
as we wish her well in the move to be near her family

Flowers for the Sanctuary
We are looking for people to sign-up to place flowers in the sanctuary. It is now EASY AS ONE, TWO, THREE!
Mountaineer Garden Center will provide two flower arrangements for $70, delivered and placed in the sanctuary for
Sunday services. You may also contact Callista Flowers in Banner Elk.
1. Call Dedy at the church office to let her know what you want printed in the bulletin
and the particular date
2. Place your check in offering plate. Make sure you indicate on the check that it is for
flower arrangements.
3. That’s all – it’s done!
For more information please contact Deka Tate at 828-898-9203 or justdeka@skybest.com. There
is also a calendar in the office that you can sign to reserve your “Special Sunday” for flowers.

Media Center
When I was in Junior High School, I had my A\V card and got to run the film projectors and
film strip machines in class. Now, I can’t remember the last time I saw a film strip
projector…
Now it’s all about live streaming and uploading to YouTube which I described in last month’s
newsletter. This requires a special skill set to do well and a commitment for a team member to
be ready to manage the sound for those attending the service in person as well as recording
and uploading the service for live streaming and future viewing.
Therefore, our church has decided to make this a permanent ,compensated, position on the
church staff. The challenge we have is that no funds were budgeted for this position for 2022.
In future years, we will include a budget line item for this expense of approximately
$4,100.00. Currently Pete is our lead Audio\Video technician, but we need additional team
members to help cover the approximate 82 church services we have each year. With this in
mind, we are announcing that anyone interested in becoming a team member of the A\V team
is welcome to reach out to me.
My hope is that some members of our church will make a special offering to help cover this cost for the remainder of this
year and enable us to develop a talented team of individuals who can provide a quality, in-person and virtual church
service experience.
William Dethlefs
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In-person or livestream
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