Banner Elk Presbyterian Church
“To Know Christ and to Make Christ Known”
Equipping Saints since 1893

December 2021
A Stocking Full of Little Advent Thoughts
Our Advent Hope is in a white Christmas. Our Advent Peace is found in the welcome of this community. Our
Advent Love is seen through our boys, and our Advent Joy is found in the truth that no matter where we go, no
matter if we stray or we are following God's path, we are deeply loved by the Lord! This Advent season our
family will be sticking close to home. For past Christmases, we have traveled a few hours to be with family or
as far as Esquel, Argentina, the town we called home and we returned to ten years later to spend Noche Buena
(Christmas Eve) with friends who had become like family.
Once December 18th comes around, the month-long holidays begin for our family: Josh's birthday, Esmond's
Birthday, Christmas Day, our wedding anniversary on New Year's Day, my dad's birthday, and then finally, on
the 13th of January, my birthday! Celebrations can blur together, presents can be shared across holidays, but
sometimes it can be hard to take a moment to breathe. This year, we celebrate a return to the hustle and bustle
after last year's quieter Christmas. We're back to basketball games, Christmas pageant rehearsals, the life of
ministry during Advent, ordering presents on time, and now we have a teenager to drive to and from work. We
count it all joy! What seemed all consuming in the past is like a breath of fresh air! There's nothing like
coming out of a pandemic to remind you what you truly do value and enjoy.
The liturgical year “C” has begun this Advent season, but our Scripture readings might not come across as the
most festive. This year's focus is on the exile of God's people in Babylon and the gospel of Luke, which is
looking for God is in a time of uncertainty. This may seem familiar because many of us might have felt exiled
last Advent and during the past two years. We're looking at Advent through the lens of Jesus' second coming.
We're waiting on the King to come again, observing and reading about how those before us waited and
processed his birth: Jesus truly as savior, who would usher forth peace and justice; Jesus as a reminder that we
were created not only for earth, but for eternity; that we are sojourning here on earth for a little while and to
empathize with those exiled in Babylon. Are we close to our heavenly home? Only God knows that. What we
can do is participate in little in-breakings of that kingdom: by seeking the home that God has prepared, loving
one another, sharing what we have, and worshipping God each and every day.
We pray that no matter where you find yourself this Advent season, that the season of winter brings you
moments of hope, peace, love, and joy. We hope that you join us either in-person or on YouTube for our many
wonderful Advent worship services and opportunities, as well as reading our
daily e-mail Advent Devotions, joining our Zoom Advent Book Study, or
having your own quiet times of reflection and prayer. We're praying for you
and journeying with you to the manger this year. Advent Blessings and
Merry Christmas to you all!

Rev. Rachael McConnell

Opportunities to Learn and Grow
Faith Seekers Sunday School Class News
The Faith Seekers Sunday School class will not be meeting in-person for the next few
months; however, the class will be meeting “online” via Zoom on Sunday evenings
at 7:00pm for the Advent season. If you would like to join this class, please contact
Janet Speer at speerj@lmc.edu.

Lessons & Carol Service on December 5th
Join us for a beloved Advent tradition that combines scripture readings and music to
portray the Christmas miracle. This will take place on Sunday, December 5th at the
11:00am worship service. Our music features lush and creative choral settings of
traditional carols, as well as inspiring songs by handbells, flutes and soloists.
Congregational carols round out this celebratory service and communion will be
served. Please invite your family and friends!

Christmas Eve Services
Two candlelight worship services will be held on Christmas Eve. The first service will at
3:00 p.m. and the second service at 5:00pm with Holy Communion at both services.
There will be music and candle lighting at both services. Join us as we celebrate the birth of
the Christ child. The offering taken at these services will go to benefit the New Opportunity
School for Women.

Shepherds Needed for 2022
Calling All Shepherds! The Congregational Care Committee is asking for volunteers to help
with our Shepherd program for 2022! Volunteers are asked to Shepherd with a partner for a
one-month commitment. This is a very meaningful way to serve our congregation! For more
information, please contact Deka Tate at 828-898-9203 or volunteers may sign up-in the
church office. We appreciate all those of you who have served as shepherds during 2021 - you have
made a difference.

American Red Cross Blood Drive December 2nd
The American Red Cross will be holding a blood drive on Thursday, December 2nd from
2:00-6:30pm in King Fellowship Hall. Banner Elk Presbyterian Church is happy to provide the space
for blood drives. If you are able, please help the Red Cross reach their goal!
You can make an appointment, by going to www.redcrossblood.org and put in sponsor code:
“Lees-McRae” or call Nurse Carl at 898-8862. All blood donations are now tested for
COVID-19 antibodies. The Red Cross is taking all pre-cautions as regards to COVID-19,
including taking temperatures of all donors before entering.

Community Carol Sing
As part of the Small Town Christmas celebration presented each year by the
Banner Elk Chamber of Commerce, our church is hosting a community
sing-a-long of familiar Christmas carols inside the sanctuary. This will take
place on Saturday, December 4 at 3:00pm.
The 45-minute casual service will include
favorites for adults and children alike, ranging
from Let it Snow to Joy to the World. Soloists and special musicians
will allow the audience to take a few breaks.
Afterwards, tour a display of nativities from around the world and see historic photographs of
our town. Free admission, masks required. Please invite your friends and come to welcome our
visitors!
Mark File

Comfort Makers
December Dedication - Elaine Curtis
Comfort Makers joyously dedicates its December blankets to Elaine Curtis.
One thing everyone missed during our COVID ordeal was Elaine’s
communion bread. And today, our baggies include her special baked
contribution to the Lord’s Supper. Her “behind the scenes” gift to the
congregation is greatly appreciated.
Whether it’s cooking for someone in
need, or helping with the Shepherds’
program, Elaine is a treasured
member of our Banner Elk family.
Elaine and Bob live in Linville
Ridge, and Joy Rimel, living next
door, says she is a” great neighbor
and friend. “Luana Anderson reminds us that she is a “great cook.”
Mother, grandmother, and great
grandmother, Elaine has a large
extended family, AND she’s a dog
lover, which says it all!
So, thank you Elaine. We dedicate these beautiful comforters to you!
This month’s comforters were taken from two pieced centerpieces that Mae Weed
carefully embellished with fabrics that brought the pieces to life. With two of the
centers available, she made two smaller blankets for someone in need to enjoy.

Update on Marietta Breidenthal
Recently we had a note from the daughter of beloved former member, Marietta Brei-denthal. Now 101 years old, Marietta enjoys living in Twin Lakes Healthcare Facility
ity
in Burlington. Although she can no longer write the letters many of us have received
d
over the years, she loves to receive correspondence from family and friends.
Daughter Lori says her mom often reads letters she receives to her family when she
speaks to them by phone. She also enjoys receiving our church newsletter.
Address: Marietta Breidenthal
Twin Lakes Coble Creek
3802 Wade Coble Drive
Highlands Room 201
Burlington, NC 27215

Prayer Ministry
The Prayer Ministry Team is comprised of dedicated, discerning individuals praying
daily not only for church and world-wide concerns, but also for every church member
throughout the year. Five family groups/individuals are selected from the church
directory to be the focus of weeklong prayer, ensuring that every congregant will be
covered in prayer at some point over the year. Any additional prayer concerns can be addressed by filling out a
“prayer request” card in the pew or an email to one of the team members. It is our hope to meet the prayer needs of
individuals and families of Banner Elk Presbyterian Church. Please keep the prayer ministry team in your prayers as
we keep you in ours.
Emily Garrett

El Wilson

Alice Johnson Chris Zimmer

Donna Bender Katy Fletcher

Judy King

Delivery of Thanksgiving Turkey Boxes
Congregation members adopted 45 families and purchased groceries enough for Thanksgiving weekend and longer. Plus, the church
provided eggs, frozen turkey and roasting pans for each. Many
members provided muscle and pick-up trucks to deliver to RAM
(Reaching Avery Ministry) in Newland on November 22nd.
Thanks to everyone who made this special ministry happen this
year!

Successful Waffles for Toys Event!
The Second Sunday Brunch in November- Waffles for Toys was a success. We
had about 40 people attend the youth sponsored brunch and we collected a
wonderful amount of toys to support Avery Project Christmas Store- helping
children aged 0-12 to fulfill their Christmas wishes.
Hampton, Isaac and Esmond were present helping in the kitchen, serving and
cleaning up. Our younger children John, Willie and Katariina filled the room
with cheerful laughter.
I am very thankful for everyone who helped make this event a success by
donating toys, food items, time and effort. A special thank you to Luana, Nancy
and Judy who helped in the kitchen, making this a smooth event for us all. We
have one amazing church family who enjoy the fellowship of each other and who
is always there to support our community. We look forward to making this an
annual event and can’t to see you next year again at Waffles for Toys.
A.C. Marriott,
Preschool Director
and Youth Coordinator

BEPC Preschool
Our preschool children had a wonderful Halloween celebration on Oct. 29th. We were able to Trick or Treat outside
around the church with several treat stops thanks to LMC cheerleaders, Wily the Bobcat and other LMC students from the
educational department. We are very thankful for our close relationship to LMC students and staff.
The month of Novembers raced by aaat full speed. We have learned more about animals that live on the farm and what foods
farmers produce. We have read classic stories of “Little Red Riding Hood” and “Three little Pigs” and played “the big bad
wolf” every day on the playground where our teachers chase the children that pretend to be “little pigs”.
Our children have grown up since we started preschool in August, and we now see all our students using more vocabulary and
better communication skills. They show confidence in how they carry themselves and how to best play with their friends.
They are recognizing letters, shapes and sight words and our older students can spell their name and draw complex figures. It
is the best reward in the world for a teacher when you see a student excel in different areas of education and life skills. We are
so proud of all our preschool children.
As we move into the Thanksgiving holiday, we look forward to teaching our students more about the Thanksgiving story,
make mashed potatoes for snack and painting Indian corn. We hope all of you have a Happy and Safe Thanksgiving!
The last day of preschool before Christmas break is Friday, Dec. 17th!
AC Marriott
Preschool Director

Church Happenings
ROMEO’s Men’s Lunch Group Invites You!

December Birthdays
2

Isabelle Bernstein

3

Raymonda Luginbuhl

3

Rick Owen

4

Debbi Hagna

11

Bobby Tate

14

Nancy Clark

14

Cammy Pittman

14

Jeff Davis

14

Paul O'Connell

14

Diane Rydell

15

Susan Carter

18

Brenda Beall

18

Josh McConnell

19

Esmond McConnell

21

Susan Ferguson

22

William Dethlefs

22

Cheryl Kirkpatrick

26

Stephen Rydell

27

Marsha Jones

30

Adam Stapleton

30

Peter Stapleton

All men are invited to join friends at the
Thursday men's lunch gatherings at 11:30 (or
meet at the church at 11:15 to carpool).
December Schedule
Dec. 2 - Cam Ranh Bay
Dec. 9 - Highlander’s Grill, Tynecastle
Dec. 16 - Puerto Nuevo
Dec. 25 & 30 - Christmas break

Church Directories
If you would like to receive a digital copy of
the most recent church directory, please let
Alisa or Dedy in the office know so it can be
emailed to you. If you prefer a print copy, call
the church office 828-898-5406. It is a very
helpful document with photos and addresses of
members and friends! Please look over “your”
entry to make sure we have your current
information listed.
If you have requested a name tag, please check the magnet board in the
“bell tower” narthex to pick it up. You may request a name tag if you’d
like to have one by contacting the church office.

November 2021 Financials
11/8/21
11/17/21
11/22/21
11/29/21
Total

On-Line Worship
We welcome you to our services with Christian Love. In an
abundance of caution as COVID cases rise, we encourage you to
wear a mask in the sanctuary. Another option is to view the 11 AM
worship service on our YouTube channel each Sunday after 1 PM:
www.BannerElkPresbyterian.org/videos. Also, watch weekly
devotionals for children and mission features. Like our Facebook
page at https://www.facebook.com/bannerelkpresbyterian to enjoy
videos of special music and get other updates from the church. These
links are “live” on the website. Another option is to listen live to
either worship service from the parking lot on FM 106.7. Thanks for
your flexibility during challenging time.

$ 6,910.00
$10,279.00
$26,299.00
$ 2,757.00
$46,245.00

Our Shepherds for the month of
December are Barbara Sundstrom
and Sherri McKinney
As our seasonal residents begin leaving Banner Elk
for the winter, we would appreciate very much if
you would contact the church office to ensure we
have your correct contact information for the
winter. You may call the church office at 828-8985406 or email office@bannerelkpresbyterian.org.

If you are dealing with depression, difficult family relations, grief, or any trying times, we are here for you.
Stephen Ministries pairs you with a trained minister to meet with you weekly. We are also doing a “phone
call” ministry, where we call to check up on you and allow you to express feelings with total assurance if
confidentiality. Contact Janet Speer for more information. speerj@lmc.edu.

Gift Giving

Submitted by
Claire Fortune
Source unknown

Retiring Class of Elders
As a tribute to the outgoing Class of 2021, Bob Todd - Building and Grounds, Bob Blalock - Membership Outreach, Carol
Larson, Missions, and Lyndsay Ennis, Communication, Pastor Rachael came bearing gifts. On Wednesday, November 17,
prior to the Session Meeting, we were introduced to a Charcuterie Board filled with exotic and delightful tempting treats.
These items arrived in a large bakery box, which some folks believed contained a cake. However, for the "unsophisticated"
among us the spelling and pronunciation of Charcuterie became the topic of discussion for several minutes. Thanks to Rev.
Rachael for her thoughtfulness and a special thank you to the outgoing elders who have served with distinction and loyalty
over the past three years. We remain grateful for their willingness to assist our church and congregation in the many ways
asked of them.
These elders managed to use creativity and patience during extenuating circumstances taking extra hours to comply with the
unknown. Bob, Bob, Carol and Lyndsay, our love and gratitude go with you.
Luana Anderson, Class of 2022

Guatemala
Title: Do Something About Itt
A mere 600 souls have slipped the bonds of gravity and
seen the glory of the planet from space. Apollo 14
astronaut Edgar Mitchell said, “Something happens to
you out there. You develop an instant global
consciousness, a people orientation, an intense
dissatisfaction with the state of the world and a
compulsion to do something about it.”

To my knowledge, none of us here at BEPC has
ever traveled into space though we have a global
consciousness, a people orientation and WE DO
something to improve the state of the world.
Our efforts in Guatemala over the last decades have
impacted our sister church and its community in
countless ways – and in ways we can count. The report
port we recently received from those who administered the scholarship
program at Arca de Noé for the 2021 school year, which
hi h has
h just
j
ended, is full of positive news.
17 children were recipients of primary (grades 1 through 6) scholarships (including a few whose parents
had received scholarships in the early years).
9 were enrolled in middle school (grades 7 through 9).
7 were enrolled in trade school.
3 received scholarships for university-level classes. (This is the first time scholarships have been
granted at this level!)
Of these 36 students, 17 are girls! Student-beneficiaries are from the Morelia community and from the congregation of Arca
de Noé. One of the university students, José, is studying law. Franklin is studying business administration and Wendy is
pursuing general medicine, impossible dreams for them to imagine without the help they receive from you.
Our recently concluded scholarship-fund drive is continuing proof that WE DO make a difference. As a result of your
continued benevolence, we will be sending an increased amount for next year’s scholarships! Their committee plans to
award scholarships for a total of 43 students at all academic levels.
While none of us is likely to ever view the Earth from space, we act upon our global consciousness, we honor our people
orientation and WE DO SOMETHING ABOUT IT!
Barbara Hosbien

Poinsettias and Wreaths
During Advent, the sanctuary is decorated with beautiful poinsettias and
Christmas wreaths. If you would like to place a poinsettia or designate a
wreath in honor or in memory of a loved one, please contribute $10 per
poinsettia, $12 per regular size wreath, or $40 per large wreath for each
person you wish to remember. Please include their name(s) on your
check, and place it in the offering plate or bring it to the church office by
December 13th.

Daily Advent Devotional
Coming to your e-mail beginning November 28th! A daily Advent
devotional written by different members of our church community as
well as corresponding devotionals to our Advent Sermon Series will be
in your inbox. If you would like a printed copy of the devotional, please contact the church office and
one will be provided to you. We are presenting this daily devotional as a way for all of us to journey
towards the manger together no matter where we are this Advent season. If you are not sure the church
has your updated e-mail address, please send it to alisa@bannerelkpresbyterian.org

Children’s Pageant
On December 12 our children and youth will be presenting “An Old Fashioned
Christmas Pageant”. We have been rehearsing for the past few weeks, learning the
music. Debi Tornow and Martha Burns have been fitting and creating the costumes,
Dr. Janet Speer will be directing the show. We will have Mary, Joseph, shepherds,
sheep and Wise People! We hope you will join us on Sunday, December 12 for an
Old Fashioned Christmas Pageant!

Hanging of the Greens

Session Review - November 2021
x
x
x
x
x
x
x
x
x
x
x
x
x

New Members in process
Church Christmas Cards ready for mailing
Advent Cards and Community Christmas Sing publicity is being distributed
40 persons attended Waffles for Toys Brunch with toys delivered to RAM
Approved: Second Sunday Brunch will commence in January
Approved: Baptism of Isaiah James Bender, Grandson of Steve & Donna Bender
for November 28
Approved: A new pastor microphone, a Smart TV for the Nursery,
and an updated top of the line 4 K Camera for video, livestream and in person worship.
Approved: Session Retreat for mid-January
Nominating Committee remains at work
Session is considering reinstatement of a Diaconate. (electing Deacons)
2021 monthly expenses have exceeded income
Approved: 2022 Budget
Outgoing Elders gratefully thanked: Bob Blalock, Bob Todd, Carol Larson, Lyndsay Ennis

Year End Giving
As we look at our calendars we can see that 2021 is coming to an end. This past year started with
little to no socialization. Church services and meetings continued on our computers and not in
person. As the year progressed, we were able to meet together, as it is meant to be. During all of this,
BEPC has maintained and exceeded its Christian giving to those in need. Many individuals have
provided funds to designated missions that increased the overall giving which BEPC oversees.
This winter looms as one that can be difficult for many of those among us. We are all aware of the
rising cost of gas, fuel for heating our homes, food, and the heartless effects of rising inflation. This will not only effect so
many in our community, rising cost will affect the expenses for BEPC. To date we have received $301,280 in pledges for 2022.
We are still low in the number of pledges received and the amount pledged. It is not too late to make your pledge for 2022. You
can drop your pledge card in the collection plate, drop it off to Dedy, mail it, or you can even go to our website and complete a
card on line. Every promise of a pledge card received allows BEPC to continue making a difference for those in need.
Remember the office is closed on December 31st, so please get in your 2021 pledge money into the office prior to Dec 30,
2021. For those of you that pay your commitment on line, it is best to make the online commitments by mid- December.
Merry Christmas & May God Bless you & your families.
Dorothy Pullease, Treasurer

From the Back Pew……
and The Permanent Funds Ministry
Of all the end-of-year things that you need to do, if you happen to be older than 70-and-a-half years and
you have an IRA (Individual Retirement Account), a costly error could be to forget to take your required
minimum distribution from those accounts.
A charitable IRA rollover provides taxpayers with a mechanism for transferring annual Required
Minimum Distributions (RMDs) directly to charitable organizations such as the church. This gift of these dollars excludes taxable income while simultaneously supporting the charities of your choice. This rollover, known as a Qualified Charitable Distribution (QCD) is an attractive option for taxpayers who either don’t want or don’t need the extra
taxable income from their IRA’s required minimum distribution.

x Distributions have to be made from the IRA trustee directly to the charity. If a distribution check is made payable to you,
the distribution would NOT qualify as a QCD and would be treated as taxable income.
x Distributions must come from a traditional IRA or Roth IRA. Some plans - such as 401k, 403b, and SEPs - are
not eligible.
Contact your tax advisor or IRA trustee for help, and remember that your church and its Permanent Funds Ministry always are
grateful for your support.

Banner Elk Presbyterian Church
PO Box 158
Banner Elk, NC 28604

NON PROFIT ORGANIZATION
U.S. POSTAGE PAID
BANNER ELK, NC 28604
PERMIT NO. 8

PHONE: (828) 898-5406
WEB PAGE: www.bannerelkpresbyterian.org

FAX: (828) 898-7615
EMAIL: office@bannerelkpresbyterian.org

Office Hours: Monday - Thursday 8:30 am - 2:30 pm

CHURCH LEADERSHIP & STAFF
Moderator: Rev. Rachael McConnell
Clerk of Session: Susan Carter Preschool
Class 2021
Bob Blalock
Carol Larson
Lyndsay Ennis
Bob Todd

Membership/Outreach
Missions
Communication
Buildings & Grounds

Class 2022
Luana Anderson Fellowship & Nurture
Murry Haber
Personnel
Don Hilsmier
Membership & Outreach;
Liaison to Finance
Deka Tate
Congregational Care
Class of 2023
Donna Dicks
Rick Garrett
Alice Johnson
Janet Speer

Christian Education
Buildings & Grounds
Missions; Preschool
Worship

Clerk of the Works: Larry Zimmer
Permanent Funds Ministry: Jesse Pope
Treasurer: Dorothy Pullease
Asst Treasurers: Allen Clark,
Donna Dicks, Ron McGowan, Debi Tornow
Church Staff
Rev. Rachael McConnell, Pastor
rachael@bannerelkpresbyterian.org
David Soyars, Organist
Nina Allbert, Choir Director
ninaallbert@icloud.com
Alisa Ballard, Office Administrator
alisa@bannerelkpresbyterian.org
Office Manager: Dedy Traver
dedy@bannerelkpresbyterian.org
Housekeeping: Margaret Trivette
BEPC Preschool: A.C. Marriott, Director
acmarriott@bannerelkpresbyterian.org.
SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICES
In-person or livestream
11:00 am Worship - traditional

