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Moving Gratitude Outward
My mama did raise me right. She bought corresponding thank you cards when we purchased birthday
invitations and I often received stationary as a gift at Christmas. She told me to write the thank you notes
sooner rather than later and we made a list with the gifts and the people who gave them. My mother is
both extremely artistic and extremely good at planning and systems. I, however, when left to my own
devices, I am a wanderer. Lost in thought, the moment, formulating ideas, stories, possible scenarios. If
it weren't for the Holy Spirit and my loving family, I would probably float right off the ground in some
flight of fancy. In early adulthood, I unlearned gratitude and the proper ways of expressing it, perhaps
due to experiences of the unfairness of our earthly life, combined with indulgence into laziness and my
wandering nature which removes all sorts of rhythms and pre-planning. I am still relearning all of the
good manners and outward expressions of gratitude.
Gratitude is too much an extension of grace to keep it to ourselves because I believe that God places us
all in seasons of gratitude, where gratitude is the only proper expression for your experiences. These
seasons do not have to look like just one thing. These seasons could be full of joy and success, humility
and forgiveness, pain and sorry, or contentment. Yet, when we need to reflect and respond, the only
thought that comes to our mind and our lips, pouring out of our heart is gratitude. Gratitude can be
grounding, bringing you to your knees in awe for the grace that carried you through. Gratitude can send
you soaring, above it all, able to see the whole picture: that you are loved by the Creator of all, given a
savior in Jesus Christ, and his love is all around you.
My family and I are in a season of gratitude. I feel like I keep saying that we cannot express our gratitude to God for calling us here, for his love that pours out of all of your hearts onto us, onto this community, out into the world. This Thanksgiving, we give thanks for grace, for deliverance, for restoration, for
joy, for community, for all of our blessings. We hope to share with you all the harvest that God has
brought us. We thank God, every time we think of you.
Rev. Rachael McConnell

Opportunities to Learn and Grow
Faith Seekers Sunday School Class News
The Faith Seekers Adult Sunday School class meets at 9:30 AM Sunday mornings in the upstairs classroom
or Zoom is available for those who can not meet in person. All are welcome (adults, college and high
school students)
Faith Seekers will continue to study the parables in modern day, using the book, Modern Parables; Living in the
Kingdom of God. This book, by Purifoy and Rogers, helps us apply the parables to our modern world,
sometimes using what we see on television and film that either supplement or distract from Jesus’ lessons.

Lunch with God
There once was a little boy who wanted to meet God. He knew it was a long trip to where God
lived, so he packed his suitcase with Twinkies and a six-pack of root beer, and he started his
journey.
When he had gone about three blocks, he met an old woman. She was sitting in the park just
staring at some pigeons. The boy sat down next to her and opened his suitcase. He was about
to take a drink from his root beer when he noticed that the old lady looked hungry so he offered her a Twinkie. She gratefully accepted it and smiled at him. Her smile was so pretty that the boy wanted to see it again,
so he offered her a root beer. Once again, she smiled at him. The boy was delighted! They sat there all afternoon eating and
smiling, but they never said a word.
As it grew dark, the boy realized how tired he was and he got up to leave but before he had gone more than a few steps; he
turned around, ran back to the old woman, and gave her a hug. She gave him her biggest smile ever. When the boy opened the
door to his own house a short time later his mother was surprised by the look of joy on his face. She asked him, “What did you
do today that made you so happy?” He replied, “I had lunch with God.” But before his mother could respond, he added, “You
know what? She’s got the most beautiful smile I’ve ever seen!”

Meanwhile, the old woman, also radiant with joy, returned to her home. Her son was stunned by the look of peace on her face
and he asked, “Mother, what did you do today that made you so happy?” She replied, “I ate Twinkies in the park with God.”
But before her son responded, she added, “You know, he’s much younger than I expected.”
Too often we under estimate the power of a touch, a smile, a kind word, a listening ear, an honest compliment, or the smallest
act of caring, all of which have the potential to turn a life around. People come into our lives for a reason, a season, or a lifetime. Embrace all equally!

American Red Cross Blood Drive December 2nd
The American Red Cross will be holding a blood drive on Thursday, December 2nd from 2:00-6:30pm
in King Fellowship Hall. Banner Elk Presbyterian Church is happy to provide the space for blood
drives. If you are able, please help the Red Cross reach their goal! You can make an appointment, by
going to www.redcrossblood.org and put in sponsor code: “Lees-McRae” or call Nurse Carl at 8988862. All blood donations are now tested for COVID-19 antibodies. The Red Cross is taking all precautions as regards to COVID-19, including taking temperatures of all donors before entering.

REMEMBER THE TIME CHANGE!!
Don’t forget to turn back your clocks one hour Saturday night, November 6th as Daylight
Savings Time ends at 2AM Sunday November 7th! Otherwise, you will
be early for church!
This is a good time to change the batteries in your smoke detectors as well.

Community Carol Sing
As part of the Small Town Christmas celebration presented each year by the
Banner Elk Chamber of Commerce, our church is hosting a community
sing-a-long of familiar Christmas carols inside the sanctuary. This will take
place on Saturday, December 4 at 3:00pm. The 45-minute casual service will
include favorites for adults and children alike,
ranging from Let it Snow to Joy to the World.
Soloists and special musicians will allow the
audience to take a few breaks. Afterwards, tour a display of nativities from around the world
and see historic photographs of our town. Free admission, masks required. Please invite your
friends and come to welcome our visitors!
Mark File

Comfort Makers
November Dedication - Deka Tate
Comfort Makers joyously dedicates their November Blanket to the
Flower Mission. What happens to the flowers that are in the sanctuary
after Sunday? Sometimes someone takes them home, but usually, they
pass on to the flower triumphant. So, let’s take them to someone who has
had surgery, or a loss, or a bad day! For the last three weeks, we have
been doing just that. We need:
x People to volunteer Tuesday morning
x Vases (you must have a million around the house)
x People to take the flowers to people who need them

"Mae Weed took a square that had been carefully put together and used it in a larger blanket. This takes design skill! Thanks Mae.

Now! How do the flowers appear each Sunday? They magically
appear because Deka Tate has been “making it happen” for over 30years. She says
she has always loved decorating and sees this task as “making God’s house beautiful.” Her son Joel jokes about her stopping on the road to gather flowers. He calls
it “stealing for Jesus.” To make it easier for Deka, you can sign up to provide the
flowers in the church office (or call) or you can order them with ease by calling
Banner Elk ‘s Mountaineer Garden Center (828-898-5219). Or you can call
Calista Flower Company (828 742 1818). They’ll do the work for you!

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry is a group of women who meet twice a month,
gathering to visit as they knit, crochet and weave lovely “Prayer Shawls” and
“Hug Rugs” (lap rugs). Those are given to BEPC members, and friends of the
community or anyone who is experiencing times of celebration or loss, illness
or other difficulties.
Over 500 prayer shawls have been distributed since the conception of this group to
people in our church as well as people living all over the country. This year the Prayer

Shawl group has given out 39 shawls and lap rugs. If you know of someone in
need of a prayer shawl please contact Cathy Richmond or Alice Johnson at 979219-2104. The group is always happy to have new folks join in the knitting!
They group meets the first and third
Monday of each month in the Margaret
Tate Parlor at 2:00pm.
Prayers are given for the well-being of the recipient of each prayer shawl..
Labels are sewn in the shawls that read, “Banner Elk Presbyterian Church
Prayer Shawl Ministry”. When a shawl is given to someone, a card (see photo)
is included. The card is handmade and has a “mini-shawl” on the front!

9:30am

Avery Project Christmas Needs Toys and Donations
Avery Project Christmas will take place on Nov. 29-Dec.3 this year, with
some modifications from previous times. According to Janet Millsaps,
director of Reaching Avery Ministries (RAM), referrals of children in
need of help at Christmas will be received from Avery County Schools,
Avery Department of Social Service and the Avery County Health Department within the next week or so.
“When the children are referred, they are asked to create wish lists from which each child will receive 3 gifts. Then
our RAM staff and volunteers will go ‘shopping’ either among the donated toys and games or to actually purchase
gift cards for older children”, Janet explains. “These lists would surprise you, because none of them are unusually
extravagant or outrageous items, often just simple requests.”
Due to current COVID concerns, distribution of gifts for children and families in the community will be different
this year. RAM staff and volunteers will help to deliver the gifts to those families in need, rather than parents selecting gifts as they’ve been able to do in the past. However, the need for donations of toys for birth to 12 year-olds, as
well as donations to help purchase gift cards for older children is greater than ever.
Please bring unwrapped toys and games to the church office by Sunday, Nov. 14, which is the same day as our
“Waffles for Toys” Brunch. The gifts will then be taken to RAM on Monday, Nov. 15. Donations can be made
through the church by indicating Avery Project Christmas on the memo line of your check. Please be generous so
that the children of our area will have a happy Christmas!

BEPC Preschool
October is always a busy month for our neighborhood and preschool program. The theme has been "Community Helpers"
and we've appreciated learning more about all the friends that make our community great.
We've enjoyed visits from both firefighters and police officers from BE Fire and Police Department. They all do a
wonderful job stressing that they are here to help us. Even though they look and sound different with their gear on, they are
here to get us out of potentially dangerous situations. It is such a wonderful opportunity for our children to see them in their
uniform and get answers to some of their questions. Plus, we love seeing their flashing lights and hearing the loud siren.
We enjoyed learning more about what a mail carrier does to deliver mail. We all wrote/created a picture for a friend in our
class, talked about what information we need on the envelope, and then we walked down to the BE Post Office to mail the
letter and talk more to the wonderful helpers that work there.
We are very thankful for the students from LMC who came over to BEPC for Mountain Service Day. The students helped
us put together new lunchroom furniture and cleaned up the SONshine playground. We now have child size appropriate chairs
and tables for the children to use for snack and lunch.
A special thank you to the volunteers who helped with the Woolly Worm Parking Fundraiser. We were able to raise funds
to support both our Preschool and Youth Programs.
Our preschoolers will end the month celebrating Halloween with costume day and trick or treating around the church!
Happy Halloween. We love our community and everyone who is a part of it. We are very thankful for everyone's support!
AC Marriott, Director

Church Happenings
ROMEO’s Men’s Lunch Group Invites You!
All men are invited to join friends at the
Thursday men's lunch gatherings at 11:30 (or
meet at the church at 11:15 to carpool).
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Betsy Godbold
Jim Jones
Nancy Owen
Sydney Taylor
Hannah Vernon
Zachary Garrett
Jackson Tate
Pepper Henley
Matthew Garrett
Christian Davis
Susan Cleary
Carol Larson
Ann Swinkola
William Walker
Connie Addison
Richard Rhyne
Susie O'Connell
Chris Zimmer
Raymond McKinney
Lynn Carter
Elizabeth Bender
Willie McConnell
Ron McGowan
Dan Akerblom
Bryce Pittman
Jane McKinney
Billy Shomaker
Deb Guess

November Schedule
Nov. 4 - Elk River Depot, Elk Park
Nov. 11 - Christa’s, Pineola
Nov. 18 - Kay’s Kitchen, Newland

Church Directories
If you would like to receive a digital
copy of the most recent church directory, please let Alisa or Dedy in the office
know so it can be emailed to you. If you
prefer a print copy, call the church office 828-898-5406. It is a very helpful
document with photos and addresses of
members and friends! Please look over
“your” entry to make sure we have your
current information listed.
If you have requested a name tag, please check the magnet board in the
“bell tower” narthex to pick it up. You may request a name tag if you’d
like to have one by contacting the church office.

On-Line Worship
We welcome you to our services with Christian Love. In an
abundance of caution as COVID cases rise, we encourage you to
wear a mask in the sanctuary. Another option is to view the 11 AM
worship service on our YouTube channel each Sunday after 1 PM:
www.BannerElkPresbyterian.org/videos. Also watch weekly
devotionals for children and mission features. Like our Facebook
page at https://www.facebook.com/bannerelkpresbyterian to enjoy
videos of special music and get other updates from the church. These
links are “live” on the website. Another option is to listen live to
either worship service from the parking lot on FM 106.7. Thanks for
your flexibility during challenging time.

October 2021 Financials
October 4, 2021
October 11, 2021
October 18, 2021
October 25, 2021
TOTAL

$4,791.00
$6,150.00
$1,311.02
$3,386.00
$15,638.02

Our Shepherds for the month of
November are Emily Garrett
and Nancy Owen.
As our seasonal residents begin leaving Banner Elk
for the winter, we would appreciate very much if
you would contact the church office to ensure we
have your correct contact information for the
winter. You may call the church office at 828-8985406 or email office@bannerelkpresbyterian.org.

New Member Class
We will be holding New Members Inquirer’s Classes November 7th and 14th in the Session Room
immediately following worship services. Come join us to learn more about us, to learn what it means
to be Presbyterian, and how we serve our community and what our different types of membership
look like. Please let the church office know if you are interested in joining us. Lunch will be provided.
If you need childcare, let us know and that will be provided. Call the church office at 828-898-5406.

Around the Church Yard…….
From the Music Stand
What do you do when you get to church on Sunday morning all prepared to play
in the handbell ensemble but your bell won’t ring? Easy: just ask the resident bell
surgeon and her assistant to perform emergency surgery on your bell. Dr. Alice
Johnson and Dr. Janet Speer did the “spring transplant” up in the handbell room.
The bell was restored to normal functioning capabilities in time for the Prelude
song. Nice to have a versatile group in our handbell ensemble. Crisis averted,
Praise God.

Rev. Rachael McConnell
and family on her day or
ordination!

Lees-McRae College students assemble the new
preschool tables and chairs on Mountain Day of
Service. Many thanks to the students who helped with
this project!

Advent Study
JOIN US FOR A SIX-WEEK
ADVENT & CHRISTMAS STUDY SERIES BASED ON
Advent in Plain Sight: A Devotion through Ten Objects, by Jill J. Duffield
At Christmas, God came into our ordinary world in the form of a child, and still today, God is at
work through the ordinary stuff of life, if we train our eyes to see. The book, Advent in Plain Sight,
draws readers’ attention to ten ordinary objects that appear in the biblical narratives of messianic
prophesy and incarnation. Through focusing on these objects, we can see the near kingdom of
heaven on earth and ponder what that divine proximity enables and asks us to do and be.
This year, our church will use the seasons of Advent, Christmas, and Epiphany to facilitate
conversation and connection to each other and the meaning of this time in the church year.
The goal of this group study will be to focus on spiritual lessons and recognize how the seemingly
ordinary can reveal the extraordinary presence of God in our lives.
This year’s Advent study for adults in our congregation will begin on Tuesday, Nov. 30 via Zoom, running for six weeks
through Epiphany on Jan. 6. We will “meet” on Tuesdays at 7pm for study and discussion with different folks serving as
facilitators each week. We need to order our books as soon as possible, so please let us know if you would like to participate
by Nov.1. If you would like to have the devotional book, but NOT be a part of the Zoom sessions, please let us know that,
so we can get a book for you. Please contact Donna Dicks at dbdicks@skybest.com so we can count you in!

Ordination of Rev. Rachael McConnell

Thanksgiving Turkey Boxes
It's time for the 2021 Thanksgiving Turkey Box Program! BEPC partners with RAM to
provide all the ingredients for a Thanksgiving Feast, and enough food for the weekend,
for 45 needy families. The turkeys and roasting pans will be ordered in advance and provided at time of delivery. As a Turkey Box sponsor, you will shop for all the other ingredients for the family's Thanksgiving meal and bring the food boxes to the church by Sunday, November 21st.
Last year, due to Covid-19, Alisa and several volunteers shopped for those who
donated funds to cover a family's box but were not comfortable going out to shop.
This will not be offered this year.
If you wish to participate and sponsor a Thanksgiving Turkey Box for a needy family,
or donate funds towards the purchase of turkeys; email Alisa at admin@bannerelkpresbyterian.org or call 828-898-1625
(she will be working from home starting November 1st).
Once you sign-up for a family, Alisa will get you the information for your family, instructions for boxes and provide a suggested list of items to shop for.
Thank you for supporting this important community ministry!

Rob Clemmer Benevolent Funds Program
When Rob and Phyllis Clemmer moved to Winston-Salem several years ago, our congregation
decided to honor Rob and his wonderful work ensuring that the needy in our community received
appropriate support. A special benevolence fund was set up to continue his efforts and to serve as a
remembrance of his devotion to this church family.

These funds are overseen by a diverse committee of church members, most of whom have been or are
serving as elders. There are guidelines for the use of the funds, including a $250 limit once a year,
per individual or family. The committee confers to respond to requests received through the church
office.
The most frequent requests usually have to do with keeping the electric bill paid, making sure there is
heating oil or propane for the winter months or paying the rent. Often it is a desperate plea for help
from a family or single parent who is trying to balance paying all the bills while caring for loved ones.
This fund continues to work well in meeting the needs of our neighbors…and is a wonderful tribute to our dear friend, Rob
Clemmer. Thank you for your continued support! You may contact Alisa at the church office if you have questions.

Dear Session and BEPC Family,
Deb and I were absolutely floored by the one-of-a-kind hand-crafted table you gave us on our last
Sunday with you. It’s hard to make a preacher speechless, but you did it! We will treasure it
always as a reminder of a special time in our lives.
Deb is in Knoxville with her Dad, but I tuned into the service recording this afternoon. You
haven’t missed a beat. You are so blessed to have Rachael to take you forward, and we are
cheering you on. Thank you again for the special table and two wonderful years with you.
Designed by Chandler Guess

Love,
Deck and Deb

Session Review - October 2021
x
x
x
x
x
x
x
x
x
x
x
x
x
x
x
x
x

Report: Third quarter Benevolences have been paid
Report: Last Sunday of the month LMC Student Lunch in Fellowship Hall
Report: Postcards and calendar of activities printed for distribution
Report: Snow removal plan updated with LMC
Approved: Second Sunday Brunch – Waffles for Toys
Report: Call Care Committee reinstated
Report: New Community Care Groups being developed
Report: Budget being developed based on current pledges
Report: Mountain Glen lot – SOLD
Report: Advent Study by Zoom
Report: Advent Events to be publicized
Report: Worship Flowers being shared in community and with members
Approved: Preschool Board Members, Sarah Whitefield, Community Representative and Sally Wimberly, Parent
Representative
Approved: COVID Committee to develop ongoing BEPC Policy
Report: LMC’s new open-door policy
Report: Rev. Rachael is now the volunteer Women’s Sports Chaplain
Approved: Lyndsay Ennis as Commissioner to PWNC

Meeting Space Availability
For those committees or individuals who wish to use the church facilities for meetings, we are
happy to accommodate you! It is very helpful if you will let the church office know the date and
time you will be meeting. We have plenty of space for meetings and activities; however, we need
to know when and what spaces committees and groups will be using. This way we can avoid two
or three committees trying to meet in the same room at the same time! We will reserve meeting
space on a “First Come, First Serve Basis”! There are Calendar Reservation Forms available in the
church office. Thank you so much for your help with this.

From the Back Pew……
and The Permanent Funds Ministry
We are planning a relatively lengthy trip away from home, and as I read all the travel requirements and
recommendations, that old scout motto of “Be Prepared” somehow seems more complicated than it
was years ago.

Be prepared for hot and cold, wet and windy, early and late, COVID, flu, scratches, blisters, ad
infinitum. These days, you must be prepared to prove, testify or test appropriately for the unexpected.
Medical approvals, insurance documentation, and plans A, B and C should all be in place ahead of time. “A scout must
prepare himself by previous thinking out and practicing how to act on any accident or emergency so that he is never taken
by surprise,” according to official scout explanations. Even if you weren’t a scout, I imagine that mantra has been great
guidance for most of us for years and years. And for those challenged with birthdays, that “be prepared” motto is a more
difficult target—we forget…
“Be Prepared” makes good sense for each of us – and also for the corporate “us” at Banner Elk Presbyterian Church. All those
unpredictable and unknowable accidents or emergencies that might face our church in the future—can we help so no one is
taken by surprise? In case you’ve forgotten, you can help now. The Permanent Funds Ministry will be prepared ahead of time
with the financial resources to help meet those accidents or emergencies.
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Clerk of Session: Susan Carter Preschool
Class 2021
Bob Blalock
Carol Larson
Lyndsay Ennis
Bob Todd

Membership/Outreach
Missions
Communication
Buildings & Grounds

Class 2022
Luana Anderson Fellowship & Nurture
Murry Haber
Personnel
Don Hilsmier
Membership & Outreach;
Liaison to Finance
Deka Tate
Congregational Care
Class of 2023
Donna Dicks
Rick Garrett
Alice Johnson
Janet Speer

Christian Education
Buildings & Grounds
Missions; Preschool
Worship

Clerk of the Works: Larry Zimmer
Permanent Funds Ministry: Jesse Pope
Treasurer: Dorothy Pullease
Asst Treasurers: Allen Clark,
Ron McGowan, Bruce Pendergast,
Debi Tornow
Church Staff
Rev. Rachael McConnell, Pastor
rachael@bannerelkpresbyterian.org
David Soyars, Organist
Nina Allbert, Choir Director
ninaallbert@icloud.com
Alisa Ballard, Office Administrator
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BEPC Preschool: A.C. Marriott, Director
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SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICES
In-person or livestream
11:00 am Worship - traditional

