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GRINCH 2.0

For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the government
shall be upon his shoulder: and his name shall be called Wonderful,
Counsellor, The mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of
Peace. Isaiah 9:6

Every time I read these words
from the prophet Isaiah, I hear
Handel’s Messiah in the background. The orchestration, the harmonic interplay of each section of the
choir, the majestic dynamics that underscore the power of every word, even people who are not drawn
to classical music appreciate this masterpiece. No wonder King George II stood up for the final chorus.
Many church choirs tackle parts of it this time of year. Some places I have lived have had “Sing
Along Messiahs.” Ordinary folks are invited to bring their own scores and sing along with whoever
shows up, no previous experience required. None of that will be happening this year.
At Christmas, many of us look forward to going caroling to share the joy with those who can’t get out
and belt out our favorites, which we never get to sing enough in church. Nobody cares if you are a bit
off key. And the gathering for hot chocolate, mulled cider, and Christmas cookies afterwards has its own appeal. None of
that will be happening this year either.
And the parties, visits with old friends home for the holidays, the trip to the city
mall to look at decorations, getting sore elbows from edging your way through the
throngs of shoppers, no, not this year. We may not even get to see close family.
One of my favorite books as a child was How the Grinch Stole Christmas.
The story of the dastardly grinch’s cleaning out presents, trees, even all the
decorations, from every house in Whoville (even cute little Cindy Lou Who, who
was nice to him), only to discover that taking “stuff” couldn’t stop Christmas, really spoke to me. The circle of townsfolk singing “Jubilate” in gratitude despite losing the trappings of the holiday really
got my attention and kept it.
It seems appropriate that that tale comes to mind. It’s as if a grinch named Covid-19 has
successfully made off with Christmas. But there are some differences. This time he hasn’t
touched the “stuff.” Amazon, Fed Ex, UPS, and the US Postal Service will see to it that we
have all the “stuff” we want. It’s other people that we can’t have. No diving into the hordes
of “in person” shoppers, no parties, no crowds around the holiday table, no joining hands and
singing “Jubilate” in the town square. Grinch 2.0 makes us ask ourselves, What does
Christmas mean without the people who have been such an important part of it for much of
our lives?
We already know that it’s not about the stuff, even though, if we are honest, the stuff often
seems to have the upper hand these days. Cultures that have no attachment to Jesus “buy
in” (literally) to that part. But how will we followers of Christ see it without those important
people whose presence has always enhanced the occasion so much more than any presents
they might bring?
In our heads we know the answer. It means what it always has meant: “That God so loved the world that he gave his only
son, that we may not perish but have eternal life;” that “the Word became flesh and lived among us. “But it will be hard to
celebrate the same way without the flesh that Jesus’ love has also embodied in family and friends NOT to be living
among us.
There can be blessings in everything, Paul tells the Roman church. This is an opportunity to sidestep the usual holiday
hustle with little to no effort! Instead of dwelling on the loss of conversations with people important to us, maybe we
can spend some of that time in conversation with God. That time spent with God might be just what we need to help our
heart know what our head already knows. God IS with us, Emmanuel. As important as other people are in our lives, their
absence may be the opportunity we need to reconnect us to the One whose presence with us is always and forever, world
without end, amen, amen.
Peace†, Deck

WANTED!
Grinch 2.0

Opportunities To Learn And Grow
ADVENT STUDIES FOR 2020
Our Advent studies this year include four opportunities.
1. WEEKLY SUBMISSION FROM YOU; POEMS, SONGS, ESSAYS, ART, AND THE LIKE
Each Thursday we will publish your work on the church web site. Let your creative juices flow as you reflect on the
challenges of the year in light of Advent. If you have something to contribute, please send by Thursday of each week to
speerj@lmc.edu (Janet Speer). You can see week one’s submissions at this site. (You won’t want to miss these!)
Bannerelkpresbyterian.org/advent
2. MONDAYS: ZOOM MEETING ON ESCOBAR BOOK Leader: Donna Dicks
A Weary World: Reflections for a Blue Christmas by Kathy Escobar
During the holidays, so many of us can suffer for all kinds of reasons. We wrestle with chronic pain, broken relationships,
shattered dreams, fragile faith, and unexpected losses. Our grief and sorrow feel particularly acute when compared to the
festivity and joy everyone else seems to be feeling. Books available outside the church office on the RAM donation box.
It is also available on Kindle
Zoom Link for discussions Mondays at 7:00pm
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88450240069?pwd=SGNYVUIxSTBxT08ybjdSQXE3TVRTQT09
3. Tuesdays at 4pm: Physical meeting to confidentially discuss anxiety felt during the season due to COVID
or other challenges. Led by Stephen Minister Janet Speer. Meet in Stephen Ministry Room.
4. Banner Elk Presbyterian Church is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom meeting.
Topic: Celebrating Abundance - Advent Study Every week on Wed, 5 occurrences
We will be meeting weekly through December 16th.
Please read the devotions for the week, daily or all at once.
Books are available for pick-up on the RAM box in the
vestibule of the office.
A book is not required to participate, but it would be helpful.).
Make notes about things that strike you so that we all can discuss.

November 2020 Session Meeting
The Session for Banner Elk Presbyterian Church continues to meet via ZOOM .
•Approved: 2021 Budget
•Approved: Plan for Christmas Eve Worship with RSVP required
•Completed: winter landscaping
•Completed: 2020 staff evaluations
•Approved: 2020 Guatemala travel funds released to meet emergency Guatemala needs
•Received: information regarding Preschool Baskets Fundraiser and Preschool Comfort Maker raff;e
•In Progress: New Elder Training
•In Progress: Hanging of the Greens social distancing plan for decorating

End of Year Giving
I believe we are all breathing a sigh of relief that 2020 is coming to an end - not soon enough for
our church family. This year has had its challenges for everyone, even churches. Despite that Banner
Elk Presbyterian Church has maintained and exceeded its usual Christian giving to those in need. Not
only have the budgeted benevolences been paid on time, extra funds have been sent out by the church
and individuals making designated donations. While you were away, the church and grounds were
maintained, salaries were paid and our Sunday church service in the parking lot started when it was
allowed. Commitment to your 2020 pledges has made all this possible. As you focus on
completing your pledge to BEPC, remember that all monies should be in the office no later than
December 31st to be credited to your 2020 giving. If you are donating by using the online donation
page, be aware that the reports and deposits do have a lag time, so you may want to be proactive to
complete your pledge earlier than December 31st. If you have any questions, please call Dedy
at 828-898-5406.
Dorothy Pullease, Treasurer

Pastor Nominating Committee Update
The Pastoral Nominating Committee (PNC) has wonderful news as the Presbytery of Western NC
accepted their Mission Information Form (MIF) and they have started to receive Personal
Information Forms (PIF). This is where the real work comes in as the PNC will go over each PIF
with open minds and hearts. The PNC is expected to receive potentially hundreds of PIFs while
searching for the best candidate for Banner Elk Presbyterian Church. The PNC meets weekly under
the excellent guidance of Presbytery Associate, Barbara Ross. It is of the utmost importance the
PNC remain vigilant and everything be kept confidential. So, while we certainly request your
prayers, please refrain from asking any committee members about potential candidates. Please
continue to pray for McNair, Nancy, Susan, Don, Emily, Lyndsay and Michelle as they go forward doing the Lord’s work.

O God,
You know our PNC is made up of many people with different opinions and points of view.
Orchestrate their differences into exquisite harmonies that reflect Your will. Lead them to a person that
not only knows about You but knows You as one who has called his/her name. May the PNC and the
one You are calling to us hear Your voice speak clearly. In Jesus name, Amen.

From the Back Pew
From the Back Pew… …
and The Permanent Funds Ministry
We have a wonderful lady who periodically comes to our house to help relieve floors and other
surfaces of accumulated dust and grime. I always make sure to have extra cash as she leaves.
Likewise do we find occasional outside pick-up labor from some of the strong young backs at
Lees-McRae College. Their ability to complete outdoor tasks absolutely out-classes ours. I always
make sure to have extra cash on hand when they head back to campus.
Extra cash on hand is a luxury for us, and most likely it is for many folks at Banner Elk Presbyterian
Church. It wasn’t always that way - we had some mighty thin years long days ago.
Our church has gone through some thin years, too - and many years able to afford handsome benevolences; we could build a
parking lot (who knew how special it would become!) and a playground for children. Who knows what the future portends,
however. It’s nice to know that the church has a Permanent Funds Ministry that continues to grow. That growth helps
guarantee that the future of our church finances will be able to sustain the luxury of gifts and support, more than settling for
thin abilities in the face of need. The Permanent Funds Ministry stands ready to help you and your church face future needs.

Poinsettias for the Sanctuary
During Advent, the Sanctuary will be decorated with beautiful poinsettias.
If you would like to place a poinsettia in honor or in memory of a loved one, please
contribute $10 per poinsettia for each person you wish to remember, designate their
name(s) on your check, and place it in the offering plate or mail it to the church
office by December 14th.

Stephen Ministry
There was a commentary by a doctor on NPR who said “Social Distancing” is a terrible term.
In these times it’s not “social distancing” we need, but physical distancing. We need one
another and we can practice safe “physical distance” and still connect as a family. Stephen
Ministers are here for you and we’re happy to close the social distance if you need a listening
ear. You can contact Murry Haber (mhripley57@charter.net), Janet Speer (speerj@lmc.edu), or
you can call the church office at 898-5406.

Wisdom and Smiles by Janet’s Mom

American Red Cross Blood Drive, Thursday, Dec 3rd
The American Red Cross will be holding a blood drive on Thursday, December 3rd, from
2:00-6:30pm in King Fellowship Hall. Banner Elk Presbyterian Church is happy to provide
the space for blood drives. Sponsoring a blood drive is an important community
responsibility and helps many people in our area. Please mark your calendar for December
3rd. If you are able, please help the Red Cross reach their goal! You can make an
appointment, by going to www.redcrossblood.org and put in sponsor code: Lees-McRae or
call Nurse Carl at 898-8862. All blood donations are now tested for COVID-19 antibodies.
The Red Cross is taking all precautions as regards COVID-19, including taking temperatures of all donors before entering.

Welcome Back to the Sanctuary
As of October 25, worship services are now being held at 11:00 a.m. on Sunday
mornings in our sanctuary. How exciting it is to be inside worshiping our Lord and
Savior. Masks and social distancing are required with a maximum number of fifty (50)
attendees. Please join us if you feel safe and comfortable in doing so.
We continue with our internet live streaming, and recorded services, but it has moved
from ZOOM to YouTube This is a “work in progress” and we may need to adjust to
changing conditions .

Gold, Frankincense, Myrrh and Clay - Hazel Barton
In Bethlehem, a grotto in the Church of the Nativity marks the traditional birthplace of Jesus. Also, in
the grotto are the Altar of the Magi and the Altar of the Manger.

Around the Church…..

Farm girls growing up in Nebraska knew all about stables and mangers, but it became necessary to
adjust my mental images when I learned that the stable was actually a cave. And now, at an age when
traditional portrayals of the first Christmas have been long accepted, another adjustment must be made.
Memories of all those decades of nativity scenes in which people and animals gathered around a little
wooden manger were badly shaken when this farm girl, in the ruins of the city of Megiddo, stood
before a manger, almost certainly like the one that had been in the cave of Bethlehem. It was small. It
was made of clay.

“Many hands make light work”

A big THANK YOU to all those
who helped decorate the
sanctuary. People came in at
different timed during the last
week of November and did a
wonderful job!

For many people, The Grotto of the Nativity in Bethlehem is the holiest of all places in the Holy Land. There was indeed, at
one time, a clay manger in the grotto but it was thought to be too crude and was replaced by one made of silver. There is much
ornamentation in the grotto; silver ang gold, brass lamps, candelabras, rich fabrics. Perhaps the tradition of adorning sacred
places with a profusion of precious materials was begun ty the Magi who carried with them such costly gifts. Farm girls
sometimes find it difficult to see through all the embellishment.
Pilgrims are probably already making their way to Bethlehem for the season of celebration. On Christmas Eve, they will
gather by the thousands in St. Catherine Cathedral and in its courtyard, and in the streets around the Church of the Nativity.
Farm girls, especially short ones like me, are not comfortable in crowded situations. If I could be in the Holy Land on
Christmas Eve, I think I would like to spend the hours before midnight on the hill that is Megiddo. To stand before the little
clay manger, recognizing that it is not all that old when placed in the chronology of the twenty or more layers of civilizations
that lie beneath it.

Photos courtesy Mark File

There would be spread out over that hill not one star, but a sky full of them. I would wish for flights of angels, yet knowing
how unlikely it would be for angels to swoosh over the Valley of Armageddon and the ruins of Megiddo in the twentieth
Century. Shepherds I could count on, for there would certainly be shepherds in the surrounding countryside watching over
their flocks just as they were doing even before the little manger came into existence. I would be far more likely to catch a
vision on the Christ Child on that hill then I would in the elaborately decorated grotto in Bethlehem.
All this is to say that places mean different things to each of us. Being in Bethlehem for Christmas will be a moving
experience for many people. I can’t be there or in Megiddo, but our little spot on the Blanco River is also a part of this ancient
earth, visions here are also possible, and I am content with that.
My wish for all who read this is that you will find your own special place at Christmas time, and whether that place is real or
imagined, be sure it is canopied with enough sky to accommodate visiting stars and flights of angels. Just in case.

Photos courtesy Alisa Ballard

Comfort Makers

Thanksgiving Turkey Boxes

December Dedication To Avery County
Comfort Makers dedicate their December blanket to the citizens of Avery
County. Although our county was the last to get a COVID-19 case in the state, it is now
suffering from rising numbers. The Avery-Mitchell Correctional Institute has been hit
particularly hard. We pray for the staff and inmates at the prison, and we pray for our
citizens. Avery County folks are made of "sturdy stuff" and we are sure we can get through
this with God's help.

This comforter is ready to go out to a little
boy who needs "comfort."

Many Thanks to Turkey Box Volunteers!
Thanks to all of you for your great efforts in making the Thanksgiving Box program a success this year: Alisa for leadership
of the event; Alisa, Sherry and Linda for shopping and packing the boxes, making them easy to sort and transport; Jimmy,
Steve, Greg, Chris, Susie, Susan and friend Chris for safely (and very efficiently) loading them into vehicles and Jimmy,
Greg and Steve for transporting them to Newland. 45 Families will be very thankful this week!!!!

Here are pieces ready to be pinned for sewing
into strips for the December comforter.
All the boxes for 45 families ready to be loaded in cars and transported to
Newland! A lot of time and effort to load these into cars and trucks!

From the Middle Pews
Successful Fund Raising Event for the Preschool
The Forgiver
Saint Thomas Aquinas (1225-1274) said, “our first sin was preferring our will to the will of God,
so all sin, at its root, is against God”. Scripture explains to us how to go about gaining God’s
forgiveness through faith. However, if we have faith, Aquinas wrote, “no explanation of
forgiveness is necessary; but to one without faith, no explanation is possible”. With similar
thoughts, Rev. Billy Graham said, “there are things in the Bible I do not understand, but I believe
it”. Apparently, we’re supposed to be like Rev. Graham and have the faith to believe the following
without further instructions or commentary: Jesus said, “I have not come to call those who think
they are righteous, but those who know they are sinners and need to repent” (Luke 5:32). “And I
want you to know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins” (Luke 5:24). “Jesus is the one whom God exalted
to his right hand, to grant forgiveness of our sins” (Acts 5:31), and “the sins of us who are God’s children have been forgiven
through Jesus, and everyone who believes in him is declared right with God” (Luke 13:38-39). “This righteousness from God
comes through faith in Jesus” (Romans 3:22), and “we have forgiveness of sins because of God’s grace” (Ephesians 1:7).
Jesus knows our sins are synonymous with evil, but Ephesians 3:19 says “the love of Jesus surpasses all human knowledge”,
and we sinful children of God ARE forgiven. All thanks be to God.

THANK YOU ALL for your support during our November preschool fundraising month. Whether you bought tickets for
the raffle of gift baskets, placed a bid for the handmade quilt, or made a donation, we appreciate YOU.
The lucky winners are:
2 year old food/goodie basket: Gunther Jochl
3 year old family activity/sports basket: Debi Tornow
4 year old arts/hobby basket: Jennifer Hurst
Highest bid for the Comfort Makers’ comforter
was won by Dedy Traver
This was a very successful fundraiser in a time of pandemic and
we could not have done it without out your support!
Congratulations to our winners and thank you all.
Kind regards,
Dedy Traver wins the silent
auction for the comforter

AC Marriott

Inspirational Booklets from E. C. Newman
A few months ago, faithful church member and retired Air Force fighter
pilot, E. C. Newman produced a booklet containing a number of inspiring
vignettes about historical Christian leaders, writers and a few topics of his
own interest. Each one-page writing is filled with interesting facts and
always ends with the phrase, “We ARE forgiven. All thanks be to God.”
These booklets are available in the church office or you may order them
online You will be blessed by reading these uplifting “stories”.
Thanks to E.C. for sharing his faith in this way.

Sports Basket from the
Three Year Old Class

Arts Hobby Basket from the
Four Year Old Class

Food Goodie Basket from
the Two Year Old Class

Finding friendships at BEPC Preschool!

S.A.V.E. PROGRAM

Although Lucy Clay and Katariina are one year apart in age, a special friendship blossomed between the two girls and it all
started at our preschool. Lucy Clay and Katariina love seeing each other after school and on the weekends, endlessly playing
“school” with their dolls, coloring, playing gymnastics and going for adventures outside. A few weeks ago, we took the
opportunity to take the girls up to Grandfather Mountain. It was a dreary, foggy afternoon, but we had the hopes, in pandemic
times, that there would not be too many people up there. And we got lucky! Not a person in sight and to the girls’ delight, all
the animals came out to say hello. It was a beautiful afternoon capturing wilderness. For a moment, we forgot we are in a
pandemic, a constant worry of whom is around, the anxiety of being worried if we were “doing the right thing” was lost. Our
children got to be free and run around like children should. It was relaxing and uplifting for our souls. We ended our visit up at
the swinging bridge, crossing to reach the absolute top of the mountain. The fog was
moving, the sun peaked out and we had a moment, still in time, looking out over our
hometown, praying for everyone’s health and safety. We are forever thankful for our
friendship and moments like this one!

Project SAVE (School Age Virtual Education) is continuing to be strong as we
help our virtual students on remote learning days. The students seem to be enjoying this opportunity and the school setting.
They are intensely focused on their
school work and sorting out the kinks as
they attend their classes via ZOOM.
When a “brain break” is needed from
school work or they have finished
homework completely, Ms. Chandler is
diligent with coming up with
creative ideas of activities such as:
Thanksgiving themed worksheets,
crosswords, word searches and coloring
pages, all to work on when homework has
been completed. When the weather isn’t too
cold, the team embarks on different outdoor
adventures and explore nature.
We are very thankful to Ms. Chandler for her leadership with SAVE. She also is
continuing to have help from Davis Taylor and Hampton Owen, our church high
school students. Together the trio rotates each classroom helping the students with
their work. Our SAVE students have a terrific connection with Mr. Davis and Mr.
Hampton as some of them have shared similar elementary school experiences and
teachers.
We are very thankful that this program is constantly in growth and is such a
scholastic opportunity to our students and families in need of extra care.
Jarrett W. Koski
Project SAVE

Prayer Ministry
The Prayer Ministry Team is comprised of dedicated, discerning individuals praying
daily not only for church and world-wide concerns, but also for every church member
throughout the year. Five family groups/individuals are selected from the church
directory to be the focus of weeklong prayer, ensuring that every congregant will be
covered in prayer at some point over the year. Any additional prayer concerns can be
addressed by filling out a “prayer request” card in the pew or an email to one of the
team members. It is our hope to meet the prayer needs of individuals and
families of Banner Elk Presbyterian Church. Please keep the prayer ministry team
in your prayers as we keep you in ours.
Emily Garrett

El Wilson

Alice Johnson Chris Zimmer

Donna Bender Marsha Jones

Feeding Avery Families Update
We are closing out November, and nothing has slowed down! We served 228 families
this past week, for a total of 628 for the month. Last year that number was 533. We see
little reason to think things will slow down during December and January. Fortunately,
our funding is sound, our food supply is steady and our volunteers are simply and consistently fantastic. With Thanksgiving , we have had a great deal for which to be thankful. Certainly, those of us who have, at least so far, avoided contracting COVID, we are
blessed. With the exciting, good news about vaccines, perhaps we can begin vaccinations early in 2021. We will be lobbying to have FAF volunteers high on the priority
list, as I truly think they should be.
We have ordered our new van, which should be here in about three months. We plan to
start providing personal and feminine hygiene products in our Community Pantries by
the beginning of the year. We will extend that to our FAF distributions when we are able to resume Client Choice. We are also
working out a system to deliver food to the children who are in need, but are at home because of COVID. That, too, we hope to
start in January. We will be distributing food the first three Fridays of December.

Alternative Giving
As we approach Advent and the coming birth of our Savior, let is reflect on what Jesus’ life teaches
us about helping the least among us. With Covid changing the way we spend the holidays, let us
also consider changing the way we give. The needs are so great right now that it is the perfect time
to try Alternative Giving. Make a donation to the Guatemala Mission. Sponsor a child in the Arca
de Noe Scholarship program. Here at home, make a donation to Feeding Avery Families or RAM,
Do any of these or other worthy programs in honor or memory of a loved one or friend. Not only
will you be helping someone else, your actions will more truly reflect the true spirit of Christmas.
Kathy Ward

But, for now, thanks so much to all of you. We have gone through (and are going through) a time of great uncertainty, but you
have made everything work. Together we are incredibly strong. Stay safe and be well. Godspeed, my friends.
Dick Larson, Executive Director

BEPC Preschool

Thank You

Although Halloween festivities were canceled around town, we kept up the fun with costume day and trick-or-treating at the
preschool. Thanks to our colorful preschool teachers, Mrs. Margaret-our favorite clown, some of the students from LMC’s
education program, and the women’s soccer team, we were able to set up several stations around the church for the children to
trick-or-treat. We also got a special visit from Mrs. Nancy and Hampton Owen from BE Town Hall and our very own BE
Police Department, to make our students Halloween even more memorable. We appreciate our community friends, always
willing to make a great day for our children at the preschool. Everyone went home with smiles on their face and LOTS of
treats in their bags.
As we entered the month of November, we started a new Harvest theme. Learning more about animals on the farm and why
the farmer is important to us. We taste tested different foods, matched baby animals to their mothers, had scavenger hunts
around the church and looked for pigs in a corn sensory table. Of course, we also learned more about out Thanksgiving holiday. We love making handprint turkeys and Thanksgiving story bracelets, understanding how blessed we are for our families
and friends.
Going into December we cannot wait to learn more about “Holidays Around the World”, hoping to get a glimpse of Santa
Claus who comes to visit our preschool every year. I can assure you that all our students have been very good boys and girls
this year!
We hope everyone has a safe and blessed holiday! Merry Christmas and Happy New 2021.
A.C. Marriott, Director

Preschool teachers dress up for Halloween
as the Crayola Crayons!!!

Banner Elk Police Officers make a
visit to the Preschool

Chrismon Ornament 2020
Once again, our own Bob Pullease has
December Birthdays
2
3
3
3
4
11
14
14
14
14
14
15
18
21
22
22
26
27
30
30

Isabelle Bernstein
Raymonda Luginbuhl
Rick Owen
Haleigh Vernon
Debbi Hagna
Bobby Tate
Nancy Clark
Cammy Pittman
Jeff Davis
Paul O'Connell
Diane Rydell
Susan Carter
Brenda Beall
Susan Ferguson
William Dethlefs
Cheryl Kirkpatrick
Stephen Rydell
Marsha Jones
Adam Stapleton
Peter Stapleton

Avery Project
Christmas
In speaking with
Janet Millsaps,
Director of Reaching Avery Ministries, it is evident the Zoom interagency committee meetings For Avery Project Christmas
have developed a safe plan for appropriately
choosing, securing, and distributing
Christmas gifts to children in need. The
Department of Social Services and the Avery
School System will work with families who
will
submit a want/need list, resulting in agency
personnel purchasing and distributing the
gifts. Most gifts will be distributed by
December 7 with all additional money
received used for requests arriving after that
time. Donations for Avery Project Christmas
must arrive in the church office by
December 7th.

used his talents to make yet another
beautiful ornament which will be placed on
the Christmas tree in the sanctuary. Bob
has been making these Chrismon
ornaments for the church since 2013. He
puts a great deal of thought, time and
energy into making these ornaments. All of
his ornaments will be on the tree so do take
time to admire these beautiful ornaments!
And when you see Bob, please thank him
for his creative works!
Thank you so much, Bob!

Masking Up!
Governor Roy Cooper has implemented an new order which increases face
covering requirements to prevent rapid spread of COVID-19. This order was
effective November 25, 2020. Under this order, a face covering will now be
required in all indoor settings if there are non-household members present,
regardless of the distance away. Under previous executive orders, face
coverings were required indoors only if people were within six feet. Face
coverings continue to be required in public outdoor settings if individuals are
unable to maintain six feet of social distance with non-household members. In
restaurants, guests are required to wear face coverings at their table unless they
are actively eating or drinking. This order is
effective until December 11th. Retail business
locations with more than 15,000 square feet of
interior space must have a worker, at each
entrance open to the public, who is responsible
for enforcing the executive orders face covering and emergency maximum occupancy requirements.

November 2020 Financials
Nov. 2, 2020 $

979.00

We know our seasonal residents
Nov. 9, 2020 $ 8,394.00
are returning to winter homes this
Nov. 16, 2020 $ 5,878.00
month. Would you be so kind as to
Nov. 23, 2020 $ 2,285.00
check with the church office staff to
$17,536.00
ensure we have contact information for you
for the winter? You may call the church
office at 828-898-5406 or email
dedy@bannerelkpresbyterian.org.
Thank you!

