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Rejoice always, pray constantly, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.
1 Thessalonians 5:16-18

Thanksgiving in an Age of Covid
We’ve caught the bug. Not THAT one - the hiking bug! On my last day off, Deb invited me to
join her on another hike. (I think she needed a pack mule!) We tackled the 5-mile Boone Fork
Trail, a loop leaving from Price Lake Picnic Area off the Parkway. (By the time we finished
getting lost, it was a 6-mile loop, but we needed the exercise.)
It was a beautiful day. As soon as we opened the car door in the parking lot, we could hear water
gurgling over the rapids. I said to Deb, “There is something about the sound of rushing water that
soothes my soul.” Turns out she had picked the perfect trail to store up some soothing for me. We
crisscrossed streams and rivers and walked along the banks for extended stretches, the sound of
water in abundance almost constant. I could feel myself decompress with each step. Tunnels of
rhododendron as long as football fields, red, orange, and yellow leaves backlit by the dappled
light, stones green from moss or specks of copper - it was a sight to behold. And I beheld as much
of it as I could, taking picture after picture, none of which could ever do it justice.
This has been a strange year in many ways, mostly due to covid. Closed schools and stores,
quarantine and isolation, political wranglings intensified. Who knew it would go on so
long? We curtailed or cancelled Memorial Day and Fourth of July activities with family and
friends. Now it looks like Thanksgiving and Christmas traditions will have to be revised
beyond recognition. So much of those celebrations is about gathering; but that just may not
be the thing to do.
Paul writes that we are to “rejoice always, …give thanks in all
circumstances.” He’s right, of course. Sometimes the most painful
things have this way of pointing us to God. Even death, that takes
away someone we love dearly, can open the door to thankfulness when we realize that the hurt
would not be so intense if the joy of having that person in our life had not been so profound.
Amid the hurt we can give thanks for the joy that was a gift from God.
Altered holiday plans hardly compare with losing a loved one, but they certainly take the wind
out of the sense of celebration. Is turkey and trimmings for one - or even two - worth the effort?
Grandmother hates to think of a year when the grandchildren can’t travel over the river and
through the woods, even if to keep her safe. Still, we are to give thanks in all circumstances even weird, disappointing ones like these.
Maybe we can look at this as a challenge to look harder for things for which to be thankful.
There are ALWAYS more than we can count.
Deb and I have caught the hiking bug. I think it’s mostly because of that OTHER bug.
Getting out into the great outdoors has been one of the safest activities available. We
didn’t hike much before; now it’s pretty often. I have always appreciated natural beauty,
but now I am looking at it, listening to it more often and more closely. I never would have
thought a rusted barbed-wire fence was worth a photo - until I looked more closely.
Watching the clouds rise from the valley from my back deck is a wonder. How could I
ever have taken it almost for granted?
Is there anything that this weird year has led you to appreciate that you may not have seen
otherwise? Think about it. And give thanks.
Peace†,
Deck

Opportunities To Learn And Grow

October 2020 Session Review
• Church business continues to take place by Zoom, email, and telephone calls by a dedicated and

Stephen Ministry
There was a commentary by a doctor on NPR who said “Social Distancing” is a terrible term. In
these times it’s not “social distancing” we need, but physical distancing. We need one another
and we can practice safe “physical distance” and still connect as a family. Stephan Ministers are
here for you and we’re happy to close the social distance if you need a listening ear. You can
contact Murry Haber (mhripley57@charter.net), Janet Speer (speerj@lmc.edu), or you can call the
church office at 898-5406.

Pastor Nominating Committee Update
The Pastoral Nominating Committee (PNC) has wonderful news as the Presbytery of Western NC
accepted their Mission Information Form (MIF) and they have started to receive Personal Information
Forms (PIF). This is where the real work comes in as the PNC will go over each PIF with open
minds and hearts. The PNC is expected to receive potentially hundreds of PIFs while searching for
the best candidate for Banner Elk Presbyterian Church. The PNC meets weekly under the excellent
guidance of Presbytery Associate, Barbara Ross. It is of the utmost importance the PNC remain
vigilant and everything be kept confidential. So, while we certainly request your prayers, please refrain from asking any
committee members about potential candidates. Please continue to pray for McNair, Nancy, Susan, Don, Emily, Lyndsay
and Michelle as they go forward doing the Lord’s work.

Dear Heavenly Father, we ask you to open the hearts and minds of the Pastor Nominating Committee
members, preparing them to listen and discern your holy will for a new pastor for Banner Elk
Presbyterian Church. Give them energy and inspiration as you lead them to the pastor you have
already chosen. Be with each church member as they pray for the work of the PNC. In your holy
name we pray. Amen.

Welcome Back to the Sanctuary
As of October 25, worship services are now being held at 11:00 a.m. on Sunday mornings
in our Sanctuary. How exciting it is to be inside worshiping our Lord and Savior.
Recommendations of wearing masks as well as social distancing are being followed with a
maximum number of fifty (50) attendees. Please join us if you feel safe and comfortable in
doing so.
We continue with our internet live streaming, and recorded services, but it is moving from ZOOM to
YouTube This is a “work in progress” and we may need to adjust to changing conditions .

REMEMBER THE TIME CHANGE!!
Don’t forget to turn back your clocks one hour Saturday night, October 31st, as Daylight Savings Time
ends at 2AM Sunday November 1st !Otherwise, you will be early for church!
This is also a good time to change the batteries in your smoke detectors.

hard-working church staff, and session committees.

• Improvement to the grounds are still in discussion
• Four persons are wishing to join Banner Elk Presbyterian Church
• Elected at the congregational meeting on 10-4-20 to serve on the Elder Class of 2023 were Donna Dicks,

Rick Garrett, Alice Johnson, and Janet Speer. Ann Swinkola was elected to serve at Congregational
Representative for the Class of 2023
• Approved were scholarship funds for the next nine weeks of Project SAVE
• Received are eighty-five pledge cards for 2020.
• Approved worship lead from inside the Sanctuary, with conveyance through live streaming, FM radio, and recorded
• Approved to have in-person worship in the sanctuary on 10-25-20 with strict guidelines provided by the Worship Committee.
• Approved by Presbytery is the Ministry Information Form (MIF) that has generated the first Pastor Information Forms (PIF’s)
• Stated session meeting will continue by Zoom, third Thursday, at 6:00pm
• Schedule for new elder training is being developed with examination in December.

End of Year Giving
I believe we are all breathing a sigh of relief that 2020 is coming to an end. Not soon enough for many of
us. This year has had its challenges for everyone, even churches. Despite that BEPC has maintained and
exceeded its usual Christian giving to those in need. Not only have the budgeted benevolences been paid
on time, extra funds have been sent out by the church and individuals making designated donations. While
you were away, the church and grounds were maintained, salaries were paid and our Sunday church service in the parking lot started when it was allowed. Commitment to your 2020 pledges has made all this
possible. As you focus on completing your pledge to BEPC, remember that all monies should be in the
office no later than December 31st to be credited to your 2020 giving. If you are donating by using the
online donation page, be aware that the reports and deposits do have a lag time. So you may want to be
proactive to complete your pledge earlier than December. If you have any questions please call Dedy at
828-898-5406.
Dorothy Pullease, Treasurer

From the Back Pew
From the Back Pew… …(and the corner of the parking lot),
and The Permanent Funds Ministry

This certainly has been an extraordinary fall season, with lots of warm weather and
gorgeous leaves! Which observation made me contemplate the word - fall. Not all
connotations are inspiring: fall down, fall flat, fall behind, fall away, fall short, fall from
power, fall from grace…
That leads me to a consideration of the word “grace.” Not to compete with Deck or any
other preacher, but it seems to me that grace comes from being “right” with God, his
commandments, his church and his people.
It’s a long way around, but that train of thought naturally got me to the Permanent Funds Ministry - not a bad
ministry to consider as you fill your role as God’s servant in this wonderful world - season after season after season.
This is your ministry, and your pathway to creating your legacy in your church and your world - season after season
after season.

Around the Church…..

Music in Our Hearts for 2020
(wishful thoughts from our Music Director)
It is difficult to know what to write as this pandemic is showing no signs of
stopping or even slowing at this time. We are all hoping that we can get back to some
semblance of "normal" sooner than later, but must be aware of the dangers if we try too
soon. Sunday, October 25, we had our first indoor worship for those who felt safe, taking
many precautions to do so. Hopefully, we will be able to accomplish this with help.

“File” Photos!
Here are some new
photographs taken by the
talented Mark File!
Thanks, Mark, for sharing
these photos of Banner
Elk Presbyterian Church!

As many of you deal with ongoing health issues and are vulnerable due to living long lives
and as we know that singing in itself can share too many airborne viruses, it may be a bit longer before we may resume a
choir. We will continue to offer quality instrumentalists and soloists in the meanwhile. If any of you (including new potential
members) are feeling safe to participate in a small ensemble, we can provide face shields which will protect each other as we
worship, please let me know. I realize that we are hoping for a good vaccine in the near future . The robes are clean and
closets sprayed frequently with disinfectant to assure as much protection as possible.
In the meanwhile, my hope is for all of our congregation to stay safe and healthy and to keep singing in our hearts
(and in the shower!).

Many Blessings, Diane Rydell

Hanging of the Greens
The Worship Committee would like to announce that the ―Hanging of the Greens will take
place on Saturday,November28th between the hours of 9:00 am and 2:00 pm. This year
due to the safety restrictions due to the virus, we are scheduling areas to be decorated by
families in hour increments. The tree will be decorated, as well as the Sanctuary. Unfortunately, we do not feel it is safe to hold our traditional chili and cornbread lunch this year.
Please go to the link below and sign-up to decorate a section of the Sanctuary:
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0D4BA9A62BA4FAC70-hanging
You will also have an opportunity to put a poinsettia in the Sanctuary during Advent in honor
or memory of someone. Be looking for this special announcement in the Sunday bulletin
on November 8, 2020.

The Causby Family
Wednesday Connections: Connecting with God and One Another

Two different Advent studies will be offered to our church
family beginning the week of November 15 and ending on
December 16. A detailed e-mail will describe the different
choices in which you are encouraged to participate each week.
Two possibilities will be in Zoom format, another as an
in-person meeting with all necessary COVID precautions in
place, and a third way to participate will be via e-mail.

Every Wednesday at 5:00 pm is an opportunity to “get together while we are apart” by way of Zoom, an
online video meeting service. We check in with one another, sometimes have a devotional and
conversation or game, sometimes an interactive Bible study. We can even break into small groups for
discussion or strategizing. Details for how to log on or call-in the Constant Contact link are sent via email. If
you haven’t already, give it a try. We would love to “see” you.

Shepherd Program In Need of Volunteers

During this time of COVID-19 and social distancing, our Shepherd Program has taken on new meaning. We still need Shepherds for the month of December. Please consider being a Shepherd – this is a
rewarding and much needed ministry. Notebooks with directions for shepherd duties will be available
at the church to pick up the first of each month. Thank you for caring for our congregation and giving
your blessed support during these trying times. You play a special part in our ministry at all times with
the people you touch, just as you would a family member, holding our church family together. On behalf of everyone in our church, thank you and I pray God's blessings for you as you carry on God's
mission for the church as His hands and arms and feet.
Deka Tate

Advent Study Options for the Christmas Season

Gordon, and Hui Causby and children have been in
the United States since February visiting with family
and friends. Please be thinking about the Causby
family as they lead their teams teaching online and
prepare to go back to China this semester.

Don’t be confused! It’s all explained in the e-mail and looks to
be a way that we can stay connected while apart. We hope that
you will find a format which appeals to
you and that you will receive comfort
and blessings from these studies. If you
do not have access to e-mail or Zoom
and wish to participate, please contact
Janet Speer at 828-898-5943 who will be
facilitating the in-person study.

Comfort Makers

Thanksgiving Turkey Boxes

November Dedication
Blue Ridge partnership for Children
Comfort Makers joyfully dedicates its November blankets to the Blue
Ridge Partnership for Children, part of the Heathy Families Program
available in Avery, Mitchell, and Yancey counties. Healthy Families
America is a nationally recognized evidence-based home visiting
program designed to work with overburdened families. The Comfort
Makers were made aware of a need for young homeless children to
have blankets. These become a symbol of their “home” as they can
take them from place to place. Often, the blanket is their bed.
Homelessness has increased with the pandemic in our counties, and we
were called to help. The ladies of Comfort Makers have been busy
making these special blankets, along with comforters we take to RAM
and give to other worthy causes and for special occasions. If you are
interested in the Heathy Families Program, you can contact them
through www.heathyfamiliesamerica.org. Comfort Makers would love to have you join them in their work. Some of us are
good at sewing, others tie, and others design, cut and pin. Any talent is welcome! We meet from 10am-12 noon on
Wednesdays, and we keep social distance and wear masks. We would love to have you join us!

From the Middle Pews
Doing The Best We Can
Several years ago, my daughter was severely critiquing one of her boys, one of my favorite
grandchildren. He thought her standards were a little too demanding, and he said, “Momma,
I’m just 7 years old; I’m doing the best I can.” He and I thought he was doing a great job, but
his mother judged differently.

Different people in this world judge differently. Walt Garrison was a great high school football
player in the early 1960s. He grew up in Texas and wanted to go to the University of Texas and
play for the legendary coach, Darrell Royal, but Texas did not recruit him. So, he went to
Oklahoma State on a scholarship and was a terrific running back there. After that, he had a great 9-year career with the Dallas
Cowboys, and played in the Pro-Bowl. Then, one day he met Coach Royal and asked him why he did not recruit him out of high
school those many years ago. Coach Royal said, ‘Walt, you were not any good’. But Oklahoma State and the Dallas Cowboys
had judged Garrison much differently.
We all judge differently, and God and Jesus judge differently than we do. In the Bible story about Jesus and his followers
entering a certain village where they are invited to stay with Martha, Martha’s sister Mary sits at Jesus’ feet, listening intently,
and gives Martha no help in the kitchen. Finally, Martha complains to Jesus, asking him to tell Mary to go help her. But Jesus
says, “Martha, Martha, what you’re doing is commendable, but you are worried about too many things; you are too concerned
about being a good hostess. There is need of only one thing, receiving God’s Word into your heart, and Mary has chosen the
right thing.” (Luke 10: 38-42).
Colossians 3: 23-24 reminds us to do the right thing, “to do things for God and do them well, knowing that our reward will come
from God, and that we are forgiven.”

Inspirational Booklets from E. C. Newman
A few months ago, faithful church member and retired Air Force fighter
pilot, E. C. Newman produced a booklet containing a number of inspiring
vignettes about historical Christian leaders, writers and a few topics of his
own interest. Each one-page writing is filled with interesting facts and
always ends with the phrase, “We ARE forgiven. All thanks be to God.”
These booklets are available in the church office or you may order them
online You will be blessed by reading these uplifting “stories”.
Thanks to E.C. for sharing his faith in this way.

As in past years, BEPC partners with RAM to provide all the ingredients for a
Thanksgiving Feast for needy families. It's time to plan for the 2020 Thanksgiving
Turkey Box Program!
For the 2020 program, we have asked our church family to commit to providing food
for a generous Thanksgiving meal for families in need in our community. Rather than
choosing a family from a list as we have done in the past, those names will be
“assigned” folks wishing to help.
The response has been wonderful! We have been able to commit to 45 families to
provide Thanksgiving boxes and we have received additional funds for other
families. Volunteers will shop using these monies to supply boxes for those in need.

Suggestions for shopping:
1. Please use small boxes to pack food; it’s easier for our folks to load and also for those receiving items. Be sure to
clearly mark all boxes with the family number as well as how many boxes you are supplying. (box #1 of 4 for family #
6, box #2 of 4 for family 6, etc.)
2. Include Thanksgiving foods, as well asl some extra items that will go beyond the holiday (rice, peanut butter and jelly,
canned vegetables and fruit. It’s always nice to add hygiene products such as toothpaste, bath soap, shampoo,
lotion, etc.
3. Do purchase food items in sizes appropriate for the number of people in the family.
4. Paper goods, such as toilet tissue, paper towels, etc. are also appreciated.
Thank you for helping to provide wonderful holiday meals for those who are struggling with many issues at this time. We are
the hands of God…thanks be to Him.

Wisdom and Smiles by Janet’s Mom
Some years back, we enjoyed including in our newsletters some writings by Janet Barton
Speer’s mother. We are happy that Janet is allowing us to share more of these articles from
time to time.
Hazel Barton celebrated her 100th birthday in 2012, still writing stories on her computer,
reading on her Kindle, and making calls on her cell phone. A month later she passed on.
Her essays and stories have been published in many different formats including the San
Marcos Record in a column called “Hazel,” church newsletters, information documents for
a major air force base, and in the book, A Wise Choice of Winds. She was a quiet and shy
woman who never dominated a room with talk but made herself heard in the magic of
printed words.
Janet Barton Speer
This piece was written about 1988. An Indian Paintbrush is an extraordinarily beautiful spring
flower that grows on the Blanco River on Hazel’s land.
November Diary
November 19
I have just received my first Christmas present: a simple spike of Indian Paintbrush on the riverbank, glowing through the grey
of a November day. No snuggling against the earth for this courageous blossom—it is held up on a foot-high stem above
browning grass as though wanting to see what goes on along the Blanco at this time of the year. I spent some time in
conversation with our out-of-season visitor. No, I have not gone over the edge to the point where I believe flowers can talk,
and I certainly don’t speak flower. But perhaps at my age, I am allowed to interpret our conversation any way I please, so I
asked why it blossomed in the wrong season. Then I listened to this bloom in the uncertain climate of November. “The cycle,”
the flower said “was not of my making and not mine to understand. I only know that rhythms are sometimes broken, logic
transcended. You may, if you wish, just add me to your growing list of small miracles.” I think I will do that.
November 24. Thanksgiving Day. Gave thanks for meals, family -- and minor miracles.
Hazel Barton

BEPC In Days Gone By

Larry, the Tech Guy
Here at Banner Elk Presbyterian Church, we don’t need “Larry, the cable guy”
because we have “Larry, the tech guy”, our very own technical genius and
fixer of all things that help us stay connected. Larry Zimmer has done a
phenomenal job with the ever-growing list of communication systems and
devices that we take for granted around the church, especially during the past
several months of COVID restrictions.

Church Music
When I was a child growing up in the Banner Elk Presbyterian Church, I loved the wonderful
hymns we sang over and over each Sunday morning. In the left corner of the sanctuary was a
raised platform with an old upright piano and folding chairs for the choir. Once children were
around ten years old, we were encouraged to join the choir and from time to time were even given
solo parts in special music. The first choir director I remember was Elizabeth Stinson
Redmond. Elizabeth had a beautiful voice and was called upon for a solo on many occasions.
When I was a teenager, a beautiful Allen electronic church organ appeared one Sunday. Everyone
was so excited but there was just one problem - who knew how to play an organ? Mrs. Elma
Randall taught music and conducted the choir at Lees-McRae College and she agreed to play the
organ until someone was taught to play it. Since I was one of her piano students, she decided I
should learn to play the organ. What a joy that was for me. With great patience, she showed me
that the technique for paying an organ was different than when playing the piano. I loved going to
the empty church to practice and play as loudly and as long as I wanted. Mrs. Randall insisted that I learn church
music by well known composers as well as the constant practice of new and old hymns. It wasn’t long until I was
playing for Sunday church services as well as funerals. It seemed there were a lot of them - mostly people I didn’t know. A
church member, Paul Hudson, who had a beautiful tenor voice sang at the funerals. It was always the same hymn - “Sunrise
Tomorrow.” I continued as organist through high school and while a student at Lees-McRae College. One year I directed a
children’s choir and will always remember little Bobby Tate on the front row singing his heart out and obviously loving to sing.
Sometimes in the fall, tent revivals would arrive and set up at the Banner Elk Elementary school. I went to hear the music,
learn old songs such as “Revive Us Again,” and “There’s Power in the Blood” and to watch the pianist play with gusto using
every key on the keyboard. I bought their hymnals and practiced hard to try to perform as I had witnessed at the revivals. In
my memory, I can still smell the tar burning in large barrels used to heat the tents and the crowds of people arriving from miles
to hear the special “old-timey” preachers.
Through the Banner Elk Presbyterian Church, my love of church music has been a special part of my life for which I am
grateful that the church provided this opportunity for me to grow musically and realize the importance of church music in
worship. I have had several opportunities to continue as organist in small churches through the years and always remember my
first experiences learning and playing at my home church!
It has been a blessing for me to write articles for the Banner Elk Presbyterian Church
newsletter Thank you for this opportunity to think about and remember what this special
church meant to me as a young person growing up in a church that helped the youth grow
spiritually. I am grateful for the Christian foundation from my church and family and other church members. What a privilege to have had this long association with a church that
truly cared that all of us grow in wisdom and love throughout our lives!!!
Jane Stephenson

particularly with Feeding Avery Families.

Larry and Chris moved to Banner Elk about six years ago from Ohio to be
closer to family and to live in this
beautiful place. Each of them has
become “essential workers” in
various ways, both in the church
and in our larger community,

MANY, MANY thanks to Larry for his tireless work in making our virtual
worship services available to the congregation each week, plus all the other
behind-the-scenes jobs that we aren’t even aware of. You and your work are
greatly appreciated, Larry!

Project S.A.V.E.
Our Project SAVE (School Age Virtual Education) had a very successful first session. The
program continues in its second session meeting Monday and Wednesday 9:00am – 1:00pm
until Christmas break. This term we are welcoming a new lead teacher, Chandler Tracy.
Chandler graduated from Appalachian State University where she began her college career
planning to become an elementary school teacher. In addition to our SAVE program,
Chandler is working as the recreation supervisor at Grandfather Golf and Country Club. A
word from Chandler, “Things have been going great! The kids have had a lot of homework,
but we've managed to get outside and enjoy this rare fall/summer weather! For the students
"brain break" holiday themed packets have been created. On Mondays, our group is small
and have been nicknamed the “Mountain Goats”. Part of their brain breaks has been taking a journey down to the falls by the
Mill Pond, once our learning is finished, of course. Wednesdays, we continue to complete our tasks while working on various
activities.”
We are very thrilled to have Chandler working with us. She is a wonderful light and
engages very well with our students. We are also pleased that we are still able to have
Davis Taylor, one of our high school student volunteers. Davis continues to bring such
positivity to the environment, helping the students stay focused. We are overjoyed that
this program continues to grow and be such a great opportunity to our students and
families in need of extra care.
Jarrett W. Koski Project SAVE

Prayer Ministry
The Prayer Ministry Team is comprised of dedicated, discerning individuals praying
daily not only for church and world-wide concerns, but also for every church member
throughout the year. Five family groups/individuals are selected from the church
directory to be the focus of weeklong prayer, ensuring that every congregant will be
covered in prayer at some point over the year. Any additional prayer concerns can be
addressed by filling out a “prayer request” card in the pew or an email to one of the
team members. It is our hope to meet the prayer needs of individuals and
families of Banner Elk Presbyterian Church. Please keep the prayer ministry team
in your prayers as we keep you in ours.
Emily Garrett

El Wilson

Alice Johnson Chris Zimmer

Donna Bender Marsha Jones

“Mountain Goats” at the
Mill Pond Falls

Hampton Owen assists with Wednesday
SAVE class

“Miss Laura” Russell volunteers to help
with Wednesday class

BEPC Preschool

Thank You

The month of October has flown by at the preschool. We have learned all about our community helpers and enjoyed visits
from both Banner Elk Fire and Police departments teaching us about safety. We also visited the post office to mail a letter to a
friend. The weather has been beautiful, and we love playing outside as much as we can with our classmates. We are ending
the month with pumpkin and Halloween fun, dressing up in our costumes and trick or treating around the church.
Entering the month of November, we look forward to a successful fundraising month for our preschool program. Due to
COVID-19 all our fundraising events have been canceled and we needed to think outside of the box. So, this year, all classes
have worked together to assemble different themed gift baskets for which we are now selling raffle tickets. The 2-year old
class is offering a food & goodie basket which includes items such as coffees, teas, mugs, handmade wooden cutting board,
cookies, and gift cards to local restaurants such as Bodegas, The Bayou, Sorrento’s, and Bella’s. The 3-year old class has a
sport/game & family fun basket which has items such as a can of tennis balls, basketball, frisbee, boardgame, a round of golf for two people, season equipment rental from Ski Country
Sports, BE Scooped gift card and more. The 4-year old class is offering an art & hobby basket
which includes items such as markers, paints, paint brushes, glue sticks, yarn, fabric and gift
cards to Michael’s, Amazon and more. Raffle tickets will be sold for $10.00/ticket or purchase
6 tickets for $50.00. You can support our preschool by purchasing tickets to any basket you
are interested in. You can buy raffle tickets directly from AC or any of the preschool staff
during preschool hours, Monday-Friday 9:am-1:00pm or from Ms. Dedy in the church office,
during office hours Mon-Thursday 8:30am-2:30pm. Raffle tickets will be available Nov. 2
through Nov. 22.
We will also have a silent auction for this beautiful handmade quilt from the comfort makers at
our church. Write your full name, phone number and your bid on a piece of paper and hand it
to AC or Ms. Dedy. Highest bid will win the blanket. All winners will be announced on
Monday Nov. 23rd. All funds raised will benefit the preschool directly though educational
material, toys & equipment, student scholarships and teacher needs. We appreciate your
support!!
All baskets and the quilt would make great birthday or Christmas presents. Or maybe you are
going to see family for Thanksgiving and can arrive with a fun themed basket to make everyone smile. If you are not
interested in the gift baskets or quilt, we also gladly accept donations of any amount. We appreciate your continuous support
of our preschool program. Please contact AC Marriott with any questions or to purchase tickets, make a silent bid, or offer a
donation.
AC Marriott, Preschool Director

Good Samaritans
November Birthdays
1
1
1
1
2
3
3
4
7
9
9
14
14
14
14
15
15
18
18
19
20
25
25
26
27
27
28
29

Betsy Godbold
Jim Jones
Nancy Owen
Sydney Taylor
Hannah Vernon
Zachary Garrett
Jackson Tate
Pepper Henley
Matthew Garrett
Christian Davis
Beverly Norris
Susan Cleary
Carol Larson
Ann Swinkola
William Walker
Connie Addison
Richard Rhyne
Susie O'Connell
Chris Zimmer
Raymond McKinney
Lynn Carter
Elizabeth Bender
Ron McGowan
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A Good Samaritan appeared in the parking area on
October 10 following the Celebration of Life for
Dr. Bill Tate. The original Saturday plan had been
changed to accommodate the deluge of rain produced by the remnants of a hurricane. The sunshine
highlighting our mountain ridges of brilliantly colored fall leaves, left planners
and participants scrambling for a new structure. The Celebration happened and
on time. Charlie and Nancy Lester (Atlanta Tate cousins) appreciated being able
to view the family pictures on their phone, and participate in the Celebration of
Life listening to the FM radio broadcast. When it was time to depart, still in a
rainstorm, their grey truck would not start. Fortunately for the Lesters, parked
beside them was a (Nameless) Good Samaritan who had jumper cables, and
stood in the rain to help them start the truck to be able to return home. We
would love to know your name.
With only two days to make it happen, the Technology Team at Banner Elk
Presbyterian Church became Good Samaritans to the Tate family and
community who wished to participate in the Celebration of Life. Twenty-five
immediate family members were in the sanctuary, and indoor live streaming was
developed, and shared with twenty-five second and third generation family
members in the Fellowship Hall. To date, the church website recording has been
viewed many times. It is comforting to the family to know others have
knowledge of our worship service and have honored the life of Bill Tate by
viewing the recording.
Thank you for your comfort and for sharing our grief,
The Tate Family

Avery Project Christmas
At the time of printing the November Newsletter, due to
covid-19, the format of Avery Project Christmas is
unknown. It will occur in some fashion as there has
always been great family need, and this year there is
increased need. Be on the lookout for news about the
Avery Project Christmas format.

October 2020 Financials
American Red Cross Blood Drive, Thursday, Dec 3rd
The American Red Cross will be holding a blood drive on Thursday, December 3rd from
2:00-6:30pm in King Fellowship Hall. Banner Elk Presbyterian Church is happy to provide the
space for blood drives. Sponsoring a blood drive is an important community responsibility and
helps many people in our area. Please mark your calendar for December 3rd. If you are able,
please help the Red Cross reach their goal! You can make an appointment, by going to
www.redcrossblood.org and put in sponsor code: Lees-McRae or call Nurse Carl at 898-8862.
All blood donations are now tested for COVID-19 antibodies. The Red Cross is taking all
precautions as regards COVID-19, including taking temperatures of all donors before entering.

We know our seasonal residents
are returning to winter homes this
month. Would you be so kind as to
check with the church office staff to
ensure we have contact information for
you for the winter? You may call the
church office at 828-898-5406 or email
dedy@bannerelkpresbyterian.org.
Thank you!

Oct. 5, 2020
Oct. 12, 2020
Oct. 20, 2020
Oct. 26, 2020
Total

$ 8,083.00
$ 3,407.00
$ 2,208.00
$ 7,215.00
20,913.00

