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And he said to them, “Take care! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed; for one’s life does not consist
in the abundance of possessions.” Luke 12:15
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THE FIRST QUESTION YOU ASK
It was the late 1980’s, when Millard Fuller, the founder of Habitat for Humanity, was still in
charge. He was in Oakland, FL, to dedicate the first house of West Orange County Habitat for
Humanity. I was there as a member of the board. My memory’s being what it is, I can’t recall
whether this was part of his remarks at the dedication or later in speaking to the board, but he
warned us of what he called “Middle Class Creep.”
No, he wasn’t into name-calling. Not creep as a noun (He is such a creep!). Creep as a verb (The
cat creeps up on its prey.). Millard had noticed that over time board members tended to forget that
the mission of Habitat was to provide decent homes for the poor, not middle-class homes. To him,
any unnecessary upgrade to one house robbed either money or time (or both) from completion of the next house. Someone
else would be stuck in an indecent shack longer. Had he been eavesdropping on our discussion about whether to put central air-conditioning in that house? (It was hot, humid Central Florida.) The only concession he was willing to make
would be to prep the house for ONE through-the-wall AC unit that could be added by the new owners when they could
afford it. Good insulation and ceiling fans, yes; AC, no. Those folks didn’t need higher power bills when they were
struggling to get on their feet and Habitat didn’t need higher price tags on houses.
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I wish I had that kind of focus on my own mission statement, “to glorify God and enjoy God forever.” (It doesn’t have to
be original to be good; see Westminster Shorter Catechism, Q & A, 1.) I forget that glorifying God should cover ALL
aspects of life, that every decision either contributes to it or detracts from it, from the way I treat people all the way to the
thoughts I allow myself to think. After all, bad attitudes make room for bad actions.
Here Jesus is talking about greed. We tend to think of greed in terms of money, hoarding more than you need, and maybe
that you may be depriving someone else on account of it. Yes, it is that. But notice Jesus speaks of all kinds of greed.
What other kinds are out there? LOTS! When you consider that greed is based on thinking about yourself first, it might
be easier to list things that don’t have an element of greed involved. I wish I could say that every decision I make starts
with the question, “How would this contribute to glorifying God?” But it doesn’t. When I am about to order the gadget
fromAmazon, I don’t think about whether it might contribute to my glorification of God. Like an unnecessarily high power bill, I don’t consider how a frivolous purchase might cut into my stewardship of what God has trusted to me.
This is not supposed to be a guilt trip (really!), even though guilt is bound to be a by-product. We are supposed to love
ourselves and our neighbor just as much. But we are not told to love ourselves more. What is the balance between loving
ourselves and loving our neighbors that gives glory to God? What are the kinds of greed that creep in to unbalance the
equation? It will likely be different for each of us.
Being on guard all the time is hard for us humans. Psychologists have demonstrated that we
are wired for acute, immediate crises, not long-term ones. We see it in soldiers who develop
PTSD. We see it in the difficulty the world is having in dealing with Covid-19. The virus
erupts and people respond; the threat diminishes (because people have responded
appropriately). Danger appears to have abated and our guard goes down; but the virus is still
there and erupts again. Likewise, greed of all kinds is still out there. SIN of all kinds is still
out there. And that is what gets in the way of what real life is—the enjoyment of God!
Truly to be able to enjoy life with God, we can never let down our guard against things that get
in the way. The first question you ask yourself can help.
Peace†,
Deck

Opportunities To Learn And Grow
Stephen Ministry
There was a commentary by a doctor on NPR who said “Social Distancing” is a terrible
term. In these times it’s not “social distancing” we need, but physical distancing. We need
one another and we can practice safe “physical distance” and still connect as a family.
Stephan Ministers are here for you and we’re happy to close the social distance if you need
a listening ear. You can contact Murry Haber (mhripley57@charter.net), Janet Speer
(speerj@lmc.edu), or you can call the church office at 898-5406.

Pastor Nominating Committee
The Pastor Nominating Committee has been selected and is hard at work. The members
on the PNC are: McNair Tornow, Chairman, Nancy Owen, Susan Carter, Don Hilsmier,
Emily Garrett, Lyndsay Ennis, and Michelle Pope. This is not only a calling to bring a
positive goal to the church but also a spiritual growth for us all as a congregation. To
achieve this goal, we must first pray without ceasing. Each week there will be a specific
prayer in the bulletin for you to pray. We ask that you, the congregation, will keep the
PNC in your prayers and pray that we will listen and discern God’s holy will for a new
pastor.

Dear Heavenly Father, we ask you to open the hearts and minds of the Pastor Nominating Committee
members, preparing them to listen and discern your holy will for a new pastor for Banner Elk
Presbyterian Church. Give them energy and inspiration as you lead them to the pastor you have
already chosen. Be with each church member as they pray for the work of the PNC. In your holy
name we pray, Amen.

August 2020 Session Review
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Zoom Stated Session Meeting, two Called Session Meetings held under the oak tree on the
front lawn
New Members Received: David Soyars, Mark File, David Isom, Raymond (Ray) and Jane
McKinney, Rob and Ginger Toler with their children Callie and Cooper
New Landscape Committee: Alisa Ballard, Chair with members El Wilson, Sylvia Hahn,
and Deka Tate
Landscaping needs for all church property is being reviewed
Received Report: Virtual Vacation Bible School collaborative with, Arbor Dale Presbyterian,
Banner Elk Christian Fellowship, and Mount Calvary Baptist was a great success with many children participating in
interactive activities over several weeks this summer.
Women’s Bible Study, Who is Jesus? began with both in person and via Zoom formats.
Congregational Retreat postponed with new date to be determined.
Nominating Committee has begun work for Elder Class of 2023
Approved Transitional Pastor Contract for Rev. Deck Guess, August 18, 2020 – August 17, 2021 (if needed for that
length of time)
Pastor Nominating Committee is meeting weekly
Approved Project School Age Virtual Education (SAVE) program for up to 12 children for 9 weeks, with scholarship funds to support elementary school children having working parents in need of child supervision and guidance
during canceled in-person school
Pledge Card letters are ready to be mailed
Received positive report from Steve Hill, Commissioner to Virtual Presbytery meeting. Rev. Dr. Byron Wade was
elected unanimously as New General Presbyter

Stewardship
Many thanks to those of you who returned your pledge cards by bringing them to the
worship service on Consecration Sunday or by mailing them to the Church. If you have not
already done so, you still have time to return your pledge card. If you misplaced the pledge
card that was sent to you, you can get another by calling or emailing the church office. We
need everyone who can to return their cards so that we can begin the task of planning for
the challenging year ahead.
Before you return your card, prayerfully consider how much it means to support the
Church during these difficult times. It means so much to the Church which supplies important worship opportunities to you and to others and which helps so many vital missions
in our community and around the world. And, it means so much to you to do your part in
stewarding the gifts you have been given by God’s grace.

American Red Cross Blood Drive September 17th
Lees-McRae College Banner Elk Presbyterian Church Blood Drive will be Thursday
September 17th from 2:00pm to 6:30pm. To make your appointment, call Nurse Carl
at 828-898-8862. You can also visit redcrossblood.org or call 1-800-REDCROSS
(1-800-733-2767). All blood donations are now tested for COVID-19 antibodies.
The Red Cross is looking for volunteers! You can help by becoming a Blood Donor Ambassador.
Duties include:
• Greet donors and assist with registration in reception area.
• Ensure blood donors have relevant information, and all questions are answered appropriately.
• Assist in the canteen area, manage the cleanliness in reception and hospitality areas, thank donors fo r their
contribution,
• Inform donors of current and upcoming donation promotions, make reminder/cancellation calls, re-schedule donor
appointments and perform follow up activities as directed.
• If age 18 or older, volunteers will assist in prescreening and take temperatures of all donors before they enter the
blood drive.
• Time commitment 5-6 hours a month and a 6-month commitment preferred.
• This position is flexible as volunteers can sign up for shifts online that work their schedule.
•

If interested in volunteering please apply by visiting: https://tinyurl.com/BloodDonorAmbassadorVolunteer

Steve Hill, Chairman, Stewardship

From the Back Pew
From the Back Pew… …(and the corner of the parking lot),
and The Permanent Funds Ministry
If there’s one thing this COVID-19 pandemic has taught us, it is how quickly and how completely
our world can change.
That fact apparently has prompted those with extra means to contribute generously where they can, to
help make things better—many charities have reported exceptional fundraising success. Surely folks
have watched the market skitter up and down, and their resources with it. And they’ve gone the extra
mile with the extra dollar anyway. Probably you have, too. Possibly you have given to the church, to
help the church make things better.
Have you considered another way to give, for the future pandemics, disasters, special needs of the church itself? That’s what
the Permanent Funds Ministry is meant to do. Let it help you to help others when the next overwhelming needs appear.

Caring Hearts

New Members

A Few Words from “Sean of the South”
There’s a FaceBook blog I’m been reading for a couple of years, written by a down-home Alabama guy who describes himself as
a writer, humorist and biscuit connoisseur. Sean Deitrich writes upbeat commentary and stories about ordinary people going
about daily life in the American South. Here are excerpted thoughts from a recent column:
Don is old. He lives in an assisted living facility, and a few weeks ago he got a colorful envelope in the mail—with hand-drawn
flowers and hearts and squiggly letters. He didn’t recognize the handwriting or the return address.

Even in these dark days of a pandemic, blessings happen. The congregation of the Banner
Elk Presbyterian Church has been blessed with not one or two, but six new members! The
group was the first ever received and introduced in the parking lot! Here are the first
three! Our other new members, Ray and Jane McKinney and the Toler family will be
highlighted next month in our New Members column!

Don has been lonely for years, but when Covid-19 came along, he dropped off everybody’s radar. Besides staff, he only sees an
ancient fellow down his hall who is always singing show tunes to a sock puppet.

(Mark) Kevin File and (David) Trent Soyers
saw the Lees-McRae production of
“From the Mountain,” and because they had admired the
exterior of the church, visited the following day. They
moved here about a year ago from Greensboro.

When the envelope was delivered to him, he tore it open and burst out laughing. It read: You are loved! That’s all it said. He
turned it over and over and held it to the light to look for clues. He had no idea who sent it to him, and he really didn’t care. He
showed it to staff folks whenever they came to his room. He propped it on the table by his bed so he could read it again and
again.

Mark’s career has been in self-marketing consulting, and he has filled church roles as
deacon and finance chair, and worked on capital campaign, missions, a website and as
videographer. Special interests include photography, hiking and travel, and now as a
Feeding Avery Families Volunteer.

Somehow the card was traced to a Jessica Ong, a 14-year-old high school student from Atlanta. When the pandemic began, she
started making greeting cards to pass the time. After sending one to her grandmother and other relatives, she began sending
them to complete strangers, hospital workers, nursing homes….

David previously has worked as an administrative assistant in a medical clinic, and has
served as pianist/organist in church. Special interests include hiking, cooking and yoga.

… You’ve heard this story….Others took up her idea and they formed Cards-4-Kindness. Neighbors, church groups, teenagers
from other towns—then international people joined in—from the Philippines and Wales and Bolivia. Right now, there are over
400 card-writers in 22 countries. Sometimes groups get together (physically distancing, of course) and create cards. Sometimes
people who feel isolated themselves have found that making and sending cards helps them feel less remote. All over the world
cheery messages mysteriously appear in mailboxes.
And still, Don keeps his card on his bedside table, reading those three words just before going to sleep each night: YOU ARE
LOVED.
Claire Fortune

David #2, David Isom, is a retired floral arranger, and has church experience as choir
director, childrens’ choir, youth choir, trustee, and Sunday School teacher. Like Mark and
David, above, he also came to Banner Elk from Greensboro approximately a year ago.
His husband is David Stinson.

Keeping up with Sarah Quaye
Caring Hearts Take Action!
During this time of COVID-19 when we have to physically distance ourselves, our
normal activities are curtailed, church services are via Youtube, and gathering with
friends is not an option, there are many of us that find it difficult to cope with the
isolation that comes from all of this.
As noted in the article above, sending cards and notes (even letters!) is something each
of us can do—and in doing so, it is a gift to the recipient as well as to the one sending
the card! Let’s all help each other out by taking time to send a few cards each week.
Why not look through the church directory and find someone that maybe you don’t
know very well and send them a card? Or if you know of someone who lives alone,
whose family lives in another state, write a card or letter to that person.
Since most of us have “more time on our hands” due to COVID-19 keeping us at home,
make this one of your “COVID-19 Resolutions”!! Take on a new project of sending
cards, notes, and letters—Caring Hearts Take Action!

Many of you know Sarah Quaye, who is a junior at Lees-McRae this year. She is very happy to
be back on campus where she is beginning her rigorous class schedule in their nursing program.
She will be “doing clinicals” at Watauga Hospital in Boone once a week from 6:00am to 6:00pm,
working in the college cafeteria, and somehow studying to stay on the Dean’s List! Quite a
challenge, but she is a remarkable young woman who will find a way to manage it all.
Sarah arrived in Banner Elk two years ago from Ghana, having found Lees-McRae in a Google
search, looking for “nature and nursing”. She loves being a member of our church family and is
most grateful for the support she has received from our members.
Sarah’s parents and family are doing well “back home”, but worry about her during this COVID
time. Cases are not heavy in their region of Ghana, which is a relief for Sarah. At the end of her
freshman year, she was fortunate to be “adopted” by Michelle and DeLee Scott and their daughter, Eve. Sarah was able to spend the last several months in their home near Spruce Pine, adhering
to North Carolina’s stay-at-home guidelines.
We wish Sarah the best in her studies, praying for success and safety in these uncertain times.

Comfort Makers

JULIETS – August
Lunch at Cam Ranh Bay

September Comfort Makers’ Dedication
Our Nation
The Comfort Makers are dedicating this beautiful “Americana”
comforter (designed by Mae Weed) to our nation. In the midst of
elections, divisions, racial strife and the pandemic, we pray for our
nation to heal rather than move into a negative place. We pray that we
heed the lessons we have learned. In 1982, Hazel Barton wrote this piece
for her church in Texas. Think about today’s issues as you read. It still
resonates. It is titled “I Hear America Singing,”
(not to be confused with the Walt Whitman by the same title.)\
I Hear America Singing
I hear America singing
I hear the rhythmic heartbeat of her oceans, the haunting loneliness of her
desert winds, the cathedral-silence of her forests.
I hear the movements of her people—shuffling feet and walking feet and
running feet and dancing feet and feet that can do none of these.
I hear mighty choruses in her sprawling cities, songs like halos circling
shining buildings that pierce the sky, sons of despair drifting through
the gutters of crumbling ghettos.
I hear the screams of her technology rising from the proliferation of factories
and highways that encroach up on her land
And in counterpoint, ominous whispers behind closed doors of secret laboratories.
I hear America singing of her young history—madrigals of revolution and civil
strife, resolving now and then into the union of common cause.
I hear the discordant notes of her government rumbling throughout the world
in a never-ending quest for the sweet, pure voice of reason.
I hear America’s song—
The cacophony of multi-million voices raising multi-million cries of hopes
and dreams and fears,
And I sense her anguish as she sings of the darkness within her people, for
it is the people who make the songs.
I hear America singing—
I hear melodies marred by violence and uncaring greed,
and I hear a thousand churches, and a thousand more, and yet thousands more
raising their separate voices in praise and supplication, yearning for
one magnificent universal anthem.
I hear America singing songs of pride and poignant ballads of unrequited love.
I hear her oceans and her desert winds, her silent forests—and her people.
And overall and always I hear a distant rustling of the wings of hope.
I hear America – singing.

Prayer Ministry
The Prayer Ministry Team is comprised of dedicated, discerning individuals praying
daily not only for church and world-wide concerns, but also for every church member
throughout the year. Five family groups/individuals are selected from the church
directory to be the focus of weeklong prayer, ensuring that every congregant will be
covered in prayer at some point over the year. Any additional prayer concerns can be addressed by filling out a “prayer
request” card in the pew or an email to one of the team members. It is our hope to meet the prayer needs of individuals and
families of BEPC. Please keep the prayer ministry in your prayers as we
keep you in ours.
Emily Garrett

El Wilson

Alice Johnson Chris Zimmer

Donna Bender Marsha Jones

JULIETS met at Cam Ranh Bay for
lunch on August 19th with 6 ladies
in attendance. We had an
enjoyable lunch and met some new
friends.

JULIETS will meet Wednesday, September 16th at Linville Falls
Winery at 12:30 pm for a picnic lunch. You may join with others that you currently socialize with and share food or bring your
own individual picnic lunch. Come join us September 16th and enjoy the beauty of the Linville Falls Winery and fellowship with
your church family.

Inspirational Booklets
from E. C. Newman
A few months ago, faithful church member and
retired Air Force fighter pilot, E. C. Newman
produced a booklet containing number of inspiring
vignettes about historical Christian leaders, writers
and a few topics of his own interest. Each one-page
writing is filled with interesting facts and always
ends with the phrase, “We ARE forgiven. All
thanks be to God.” These booklets are available in
the church office or you may order them online
You will be blessed by reading these uplifting
“stories”. Thanks to E.C. for sharing his faith in
this way.

From the Middle Pews
William Tyndale
John Wycliffe (1328-1384) was the first person to translate the Bible into English from Latin. He
was followed by William Tyndale (1494-1536), who had the advantage of a printing press, and was
the first person to translate and print the Bible into English from its original Greek and Hebrew.
But to give ordinary people access to the word of God outraged the church establishment in
England. Wycliffe died of natural causes, but 44 years after he died, he was convicted of heresy
and his body was dug up and burned at the stake for “translating and disseminating the first English
Bible”.
Tyndale was an Oxford-educated ordained priest. In 1523 he went to London and petitioned the Bishop for permission to
make an English translation of the Bible. The Bishop refused, reminding Tyndale that the church had declared it “heretical to
own or read an English written Bible”. Tyndale’s response was, ‘if God spares my life a few more years, every farm boy in
England will know more of the scriptures than the Pope’; he then went into exile in Germany where he accomplished his
translation. Later, he smuggled 6,000 copies of the translated New Testament into England, and became a hunted man. He
was caught, sent to prison, tried, convicted, executed, and his dead body was burned at the stake for (1) “translating the Bible
into English” and (2) “for claiming that the mercy offered in the gospel was enough for salvation” A huge cost it was for
helping spread God’s Good News. Today, Tyndale’s original translation makes up “90% of the King James Version”.
Because of William Tyndale and many others, we can now read and believe for ourselves that ‘God has swept our sins away
like a cloud, and that he will never remind us of them again’ (Isaiah 44:22). We ARE forgiven. All thanks be to God.

BEPC In Days Gone By
Rev. Daniel R. Thomas

Farmers Are Hard at Work in Banner Elk!

Nineteen fifty two was a life-changing year for the youth of the Banner Elk
Presbyterian Church. Rev. Daniel R Thomas and his wife, Doris, arrived in Banner
Elk for Dan to become the new minister of the Banner Elk Presbyterian Church. They
were young and Doris was expecting their first child. They arrived from Lexington,
KY, where Dan had been Student Pastor at Maxwell Street Presbyterian Church.
It became clear, almost immediately, that Dan wanted to relate to the young people of
the church and started Youth Fellowship each Sunday evening. Although we were a
small church, it was not unusual for 10 to 15 young teens to attend the Sunday
evening event and our Sunday evenings were something we looked forward to. The
Youth Fellowship was open to any youth in the community. Banner Elk was at that
time a small community of perhaps 200 to 300 people plus the students at
Lees-McRae. There were no resorts or ski slopes to attract visitors in large numbers.

The farmer in the dell
The farmer in the dell
Heigh-ho,the derry-o
The farmer in the dell

Since Bill and Donna Dicks “don’t have anything
else to do(!!), they decided they would take up
farming!
And how do they keep the critters from eating all
the produce? When you have time, drive by and
see the Alcatraz Garden Fence! Happy Farming!

Although Dan was with us each Sunday night, he encouraged leadership among us.
We were responsible for our programs — with guidance from Dan. There was always a time for fellowship and fun, including
meals at the Manse that Doris prepared for us. When we opened the door to the Manse, we could smell the wonderful food cooking and knew we were in for a treat. Our first question to Doris was, “Did you make Tassies?” None of us had ever been treated
to Tassies and we loved this new dessert. Doris gladly shared the recipe and it quickly made the rounds of our mothers and
friends. Just one problem — you had to have a Tassie pan. (very small muffin pan) A challenge for the local women, resources
soon were found to order the pans. When we tried to make Tassies, we really appreciated all the effort Doris made to feed us as
they were a time-consuming dessert.
Dan planned great parties and events for us. There was always a summer hayride to Wiseman’s View to see the Brown Mountain
Lights. I don’t know where he found the large truck we rode in while trying to keep our balance sitting on top of bales of hay. At
that time, the road to Wiseman’s View was terrible and unpaved and very few people knew this was THE place to go to see the
mysterious lights that rose from the valley to the top of the mountains in the distance. Old records indicated that even the Indians
had seen the lights. About this time, Arthur Smith and his Cracker-Jacks composed a song about the Brown Mountain Lights and
made the location more well known, through the voice of Tommy Faile. (See YouTube)
There were picnics at Wild Cat Lake, watermelon parties in the church basement, and meals at the homes of those of who
attended Youth Fellowship.
Dan believed that the youth of the church should be active participants in church work. We were especially active in Bible School
held during the summer. We were “helpers”, because there were many of us the same age, so it was fun and, hopefully, we were
of help to the teachers.
At that time, the Banner Elk Presbyterian Church had outpost churches. Dan was the minister to these churches as well.
Arbordale Presbyterian Church on Hickory Nut Gap was an outpost church as was the Hanging Rock Presbyterian Church on
Dobbins Road. Dan preached at Arbordale at 9:30 Sunday mornings then at the Banner Elk church at 11:00 and back to the
Hanging Rock church on Sunday late afternoon. He would rush back to our church to be with our Youth Fellowship by 6:30 or
7:00 pm. Another outpost church was on the back side of Beech Mountain. Dan preached there at least once a month. There
were no good roads to that church and a very small congregation. During the summers, Bible School was also held at these
churches and our youth group helped out with the Beech Mountain church program.

To Be Continued Next Month!

Jane Stephenson

Wednesday Connections: Connecting with God and One Another
Every Wednesday at 5:00 pm is an opportunity to “get together while we are apart” by way of Zoom, an
online video meeting service. We check in with one another, sometimes have a devotional and conversation
or game, sometimes an interactive Bible study. We can even break into small groups for discussion or
strategizing. Details for how to log on or call-in the Constant Contact are sent via email. If you haven’t already, give it a try. We would love to “see” you.

Wisdom and Smiles by Janet’s Mom
History of a Hymn
His dying crimson, like a robe
Spreads o’er His body on the tree.
Then am I dead to all the world,
And all the world is dead to me.
Do you recognize this verse? It was written by Isaac Watts as part of “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross” but is omitted in most hymn books. The third verse which begins “See from His
head, His hands, His feet,” has been called the most perfect word picture ever drawn of the crucifixion. Watts’ father, a merchant, was a devout member of the
independent (congregational) church and was twice imprisoned for his religious views. And he
was understandably upset when his sons, Isaac and Enoch, criticized the quality of the hymns then
being used. And example of those hymn goes “Ye monsters of the bubbling deep, Your Maker’s praises spout; Up from the
sands ye codlings peep and wag your tails about.” (Try that out on your harpsichord!)
“So,” raged papa, “if you don’t like our hymns, then let me hear one you have written which is better. “ Isaac not only produced one which was better, and which was used in the church the following Sunday, he wrote new hymns for the next 222 Sundays, and more than 600 of the in a lifetime.

BEPC Preschool

Around the Church…..

We started our 2020-2021 preschool year on Monday, August 17th, and we were happy to welcome 25 students to the
program. Our first week we focused on “back to school” rules, daily routines, and getting to know our friends in the
classroom. Our veteran staff has adapted well to some new rules and regulations due to COVID-19 and found a new sense of
peace with our different habits. We are doing our best to keep the students of each class separated throughout the day, while
cleaning after each class bathroom use, playground use, and sitting separated during snack and lunch. We keep praying this
nice weather stays with us as we love being outside. We are so thankful for our beautiful SONshine playground where every
gets a break to enjoy the fresh mountain air. We even got to enjoy chapel time outside with pastor Deck in the columbarium.
Worship outside is wonderful!
We look forward to getting to know our new friends better, working on our social skills as we share toys in the classroom,
practicing our conversations to make sure our friends and teachers understand our wants and needs throughout the day. We
love teaching these basic life skills, helping shape our young children to make sure they have daily successes. We are so
excited for September when our theme focus will be “Apples-Autumn Awaits”. Please wave to us as you see us outside, out
and about around the church, and keep us in your daily prayers for a healthy happy school year.

A.C. Marriott, Preschool Director

Chapel in the Columbarium!

September Birthdays
3

Roger Wiedeback

4

Barbara Hosbein

4

Allen Speer

9

Travis Henley

9

John Williams,III

10

Jacque Butler

14

Judy King

17

Joe Stapleton

20

Amy Terrant

21

Martha Burns

21

Elaine Curtis

27

Philip Myers

27

Enid Tatje

28

Sandy Stoudemire

29

Amy Jones

30

E. C. Newman

August 2020 Financials
August 3, 2020
$ 8,308.00
August 10, 2020
$ 7,860.00
August 17, 2020
$ 8,586.00
August 24, 2020
$25,149.00
August 31, 2020
$ 831.00
TOTAL
$50,734.00

Sermon on the Mount
Sunday Morning Drive-In
Worship Service!

The Jelly Queen!
She’s at it again! The Jelly-Jamboree
is coming again this year but instead
of the Valle Country Fair being in the
field it is going virtual! You can get
your favorite jams, jellies, and
Pittsburg Relish on line!
Contact Dedy at the church office for
more information!

Anyone for an afternoon nap? Where’s Goldilocks?
(Backyard of Bill & Donna Dicks!)

Nickel-A-Meal
Prayer Shawl Ministry
Prayer shawl knitters took off their masks just long
enough for a quick photo. After spending months knitting at home, they’ve met “under the maple tree” several times recently. Shawls are given to anyone who
might need a “wrap-around-hug,” including church and
community friends, Hospice patients and those being
treated at the regional cancer center. Everyone is invited to join this group, contact Alice Johnson at 979-2192104 or vaj50@yahoo.com.

During this critical time with COVID19, the Nickel a Meal Mission
program is one way in which PWNC
can respond, through over-and-above
giving, to the Biblical mandate to show
compassion and do justice for those in
need. The plan of Nickel a Meal is very
simple. Each person puts 5 cents (or
more) in a special bank for each meal
he/she eats. This amounts to $54.75 per
person per year. The money is sent to
Presbytery, and the Presbytery's Hunger
Committee reviews grant requests from
regional ministries working with those
who are poor which meet Presbytery's
guidelines.

Thank You to Comfort Makers
Both the Comfort Makers and Prayer Shawl Ministry use
their time and talents to create gifts of love to share with
anyone who can use a bit of hand-made blessing. The
Prayer Shawl group was happily surprised to learn that
the quilters had dedicated one of their lovely coverings to
their sister-group, the knitter/crocheters.
The lovely comfort hangs in the first-floor hallway, so be sure to notice and
admire it if you are in the building.
Thanks and blessings from members of the Prayer Shawl Ministry

