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As you therefore have received Christ Jesus the Lord, continue to live your lives in him, 7 rooted and built up
in him and established in the faith, just as you were taught, abounding in thanksgiving. Colossians 2:6-7

roots

Office Hours: Monday - Thursday 8:30 am - 2:30 pm

Deb and I have been blessed to be able to hike a bit in the Great Smokies
during our time away. We even managed to find a few trails with less
traffic than I-40.
On all of them, the beauty of nature was evident, as
was its power. Trees downed by storms, boulders pushed to unexpected
places by floods, bark scorched by fires.
The tree in the photo above, left, started some conversation. It was tall
and thick, and clearly had some age. It reached out over the trail enough
that we had to go under its curving mass that towered almost 100 feet
above. We had passed straighter trees (see right), just as large, that had
toppled despite the advantage the laws of physics would give them. What’s keeping this one up? What’s to stop its falling just as we
cross under? There’s just one answer: roots. Deep roots. Long roots. Thick roots. Strong roots.
That made me notice other roots along the way. Some spread out along
the surface, which can give the impression of stability. But is there also a
taproot that goes deep to give real strength?
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Some look to be cooperating with rocks, giving the illusion of impregnability. But what is under the rock? Does the root even get down into the
good soil?
The letter to the Colossians tells Christ-followers to be rooted in Christ.
Continue to live your lives in him, because that’s where real life is, life
that is built on faith and abounds in thankfulness. Live your lives in him,
because that is where the resilience to withstand life’s trials and storms
comes from.
Human beings have a tendency (and uncanny ability) to make things look good on the surface. We can
spread wide and still “live shallow” and no one is the wiser. We can sometimes fool other people and, more sadly, fool ourselves into
thinking we are solidly rooted. Is our faith really rooted in Christ—or our bank account? In Christ—or our political ideology? In
Christ—or our connections?
Well-rooted trees didn’t get that way over night. It took time and favorable conditions in the growing
times between storm, flood, and fire. The writer says, “continue to live your lives in him.” It’s a process.
And it takes a lifetime of integrating what “you were taught.” Examine your roots.
Peace†,
Deck

Opportunities To Learn And Grow

September 2020 Session Review
•

Stephen Ministry
There was a commentary by a doctor on NPR who said “Social Distancing” is a terrible term. In
these times it’s not “social distancing” we need, but physical distancing. We need one another
and we can practice safe “physical distance” and still connect as a family. Stephan Ministers
are here for you and we’re happy to close the social distance if you need a listening ear. You
can contact Murry Haber (mhripley57@charter.net), Janet Speer (speerj@lmc.edu), or you can call the
church office at 898-5406.

•
•
•
•
•
•

Church business continues to take place by Zoom, email, and telephone calls by a dedicated
and hard-working church staff, and Session committees.
Team leaders for drive-in worship are needed.
Approved reallocating funds in the 2020 Budget that have not and will not be spent in 2020, to the
Session Discretionary Fund.
Approved Banner Elk Presbyterian Church having a line of credit at a local bank.
Approved the purchase of a good quality camcorder and tripod
Approved the purchase of a video encoder, software, and computer to support simultaneous high-quality live streaming
and recording
Approved the Mission Information Form (MIF) as ready to send to the Presbytery of Western NC Committee on Ministry
for approval. Following that step, the MIF will be entered into the computer system of General Assembly, the Church
Leadership Connection.

Pastor Nominating Committee Update
The Pastoral Nominating Committee PNC) continues to be hard at work. We have
completed the first big step by sending in our Mission Information Form (MIF) to
Presbytery of Western North Carolina for approval from the Committee on Ministry. The MIF is
a very important piece of the work of the PNC, as it provides information detailing what our
church is all about. The committee worked for several weeks on the MIF, wanting to make sure
we were able to convey the true spirit of Banner Elk Presbyterian Church in a limited word form.
This form is what potential pastors look at and how they will first learn about us. Please continue to
pray for McNair, Nancy, Susan, Don, Emily, Lyndsay and Michelle as they go forward doing the Lord’s work.

Dear Heavenly Father, we ask you to open the hearts and minds of the Pastor Nominating Committee
members, preparing them to listen and discern your holy will for a new pastor for Banner Elk
Presbyterian Church. Give them energy and inspiration as you lead them to the pastor you have
already chosen. Be with each church member as they pray for the work of the PNC. In your holy
name we pray, Amen.

Stewardship
Since Consecration Sunday, almost a month ago, we have now received 73 pledges for a total
pledged amount of $214,170.
We are well on our way toward meeting the goal of a successful stewardship campaign which
will place our Church in a sustainable financial position for 2021. Your financial support is
important because it allows the Church to meet the ministry needs of the congregation and provides
for the Church's missions. It also provides a firm financial basis that should attract qualified
potential pastoral candidates we will be seeking.

To all of you that have pledged, thank you so much for your help in the ministry and missions of
Banner Elk Presbyterian Church.
If you have not yet pledged, please do so as soon as possible, so that we can complete our budget for 2021.
https://youtu.be/Q6_8vwHYt2Y

Celebration of Life
Dr. William (Bill) Cummings Tate, II
Banner Elk Presbyterian Church
October 10, 2020 at 2:00pm

From the Back Pew

It has been a challenge, as required by Covid-19 restrictions, to patiently wait for a safe
time to gather and celebrate the amazing life of my husband, Bill. He loved fall in the
mountains, so he would be honored to have his celebration of life at our church during
this time.
The family, masked and socially distanced, will be seated under a tent on the front
lawn of the Banner Elk Presbyterian Church for the service. Friends from church,
the hospital, and the community will have the opportunity to be present in parking areas, with the service broadcast through
an FM station capable of being received for one mile. The service will also be available on the church website,
www.bannerelkpresbyterian.org, with live-streaming and recorded for posting later in the day.
Following the service, the family will proceed to the Columbarium for the internment of the cremains.
Donna Tate

From the Back Pew… …(and the corner of the parking lot),
and The Permanent Funds Ministry
I recently took part in a meeting with some 16 attendees, all significantly interested in the support
and well-being of our county community.
I went to the grocery store, and observed many store employees all working and significantly interested in the health and well-being of their store community.
I drove in to the church parking lot, and observed dozens of cars, loaded with folk
significantly interested, concerned and supportive of our church community.
As all of our communities are adjusting and readjusting to life with COVID, how are you looking to the future? With hope and
prayer, to be sure, and cash support where it’s needed, probably. Please remember that your Permanent Funds Ministry could
and should be a beacon of support for all future communities. That beacon will continue to shine brightly in the future because
of your plans now—build the Permanent Funds Ministry into your estate plans.

Caring Hearts

New Members

Caring Hearts Take Action!
During this time of COVID-19 when we have to physically distance ourselves, our
normal activities are curtailed, church services are via Youtube, and gathering with
friends is not an option, there are many of us that find it difficult to cope with the
isolation that comes from all of this.
Sending cards and notes (even letters!) is something each of us can do—and in doing so, it
is a gift to the recipient as well as to the one sending the card! Let’s all help each other
out by taking time to send a few cards each week. Why not look through the church
directory and find someone that maybe you don’t know very well and send them a card?
Or if you know of someone who lives alone, whose family lives in another state, write a
card or letter to that person.
Since most of us have “more time on our hands” due to COVID-19 keeping us at home,
make this one of your “COVID-19 Resolutions”!! Take on a new project of sending
cards, notes, and letters—Caring Hearts Take Action!

Our ranks continue to swell as new members join Banner Elk Presbyterian - even though our
historic stone house of worship remains a building and the church is the people in the parking lot!
Raymond (Ray) and Jane McKinney and Ginger, Robert (Rob) and children Kallista and Cooper
Toler, made it official in the parking lot last month.

Ray and Jane McKinney transferred membership
from Teays Valley Presbyterian in Scott Depot, West
Virginia. They are both retired but have become involved in several volunteer opportunities in the community.
Both Ray and Jane have served as elders in previous churches,
and have experience with finances (him) and Sunday School (her).

After one year here full-time and more than 10 years part-time, we welcome them
to Banner Elk Presbyterian full-time!

In the reception area of the church offices, there is bulletin board by the back counter.
Address tags for folks in hospitals or retirements homes are posted on that board.

Make A Card Connection !
Ever felt the urge to mentor a youth but time constraints and other commitments got in your
way? Well, we have a different but perfect opportunity for you to work with and still positively impact a youth with some of the time commitment simplified. Done at home on your
schedule!
Make a Card Connection with a child! Due to the pandemic, the volunteer mentors in our
two programs are not currently allowed into the schools through our Lunch & Study Buddy
School-Based Program and also many of our Big Buddies in our Community-Based Mentor
Program have limitations to see their mentees due to health concerns. BUT there are all
kinds of ways to stay connected with our kids. Some of our volunteer mentors are communicating with a local student through
weekly cards & letter snail mail style. It's been quite a hit with the kids!

If you’re reading this October newsletter on October 3, send a
celebratory 11th wedding anniversary wish to Ginger and Rob Toler!
The couple comes to us by reaffirmation of faith, after 25+ years of
visiting this area.

Rob works for the National Park Service on the Blue Ridge Parkway.
Ginger is a home schooling mom who previously worked as an exercise
physiologist and personal trainer.
All four Tolers have a variety of skills including jewelry making and crafts,
music and singing, dance and theater, golf, woodworking and carpentry.

So, if you want to buy or make simple greeting cards or just get out a pen & paper or even type out letters on your computer to
send, there is an Avery kid out there who would love to correspond with you and keep positive connections going! Just contact
Sabena Maiden at 984-355-2159 or maidens@westernyouthnetwork.org to learn more. Please note that while our WYN Avery
office is still closed, all programming is functioning remotely.
A Moment for Mission- The Hill School

Sabena Maiden

Avery Mentoring Program Coordinator

As most of you know, our church supports many missions and outreach programs in our
community. One relatively recent program, which we help fund, takes place in our local Avery
County Schools. The Hill School trains teachers to work with children with learning challenges,
many with ADD, ADHA and Dyslexia, as well as other recognized reading problems.

Wednesday Connections: Connecting with God and One Another
Every Wednesday at 5:00 pm is an opportunity to “get together while we are apart” by way of Zoom, an
online video meeting service. We check in with one another, sometimes have a devotional and
conversation or game, sometimes an interactive Bible study. We can even break into small groups for
discussion or strategizing. Details for how to log on or call-in the Constant Contact link are sent via
email. If you haven’t already, give it a try. We would love to “see” you.

One teacher works with four children at a time, breaking lessons down into understandable
segments so that the children’s needs can be more successfully addressed. Children then monitor
their own progress, which seems to incentivize them to achieve their goals. The joy on a child’s
face when he realizes he can really read would break your heart!
Our congregation should be very proud to be a small part of supporting this wonderful
program. Thank you for your help in reaching students in need.
Carol Larson
Mission Committee Chair

Comfort Makers
October Dedication - Cheryl Kirkpatrick and Family
This month’s blanket is a special one made for Cheryl Kirkpatrick’s family. Cheryl’s son Michael, child of our church, and
his lovely Katie, brought hope into our challenging world with a beautiful little girl named Rylee Marie Kirkpatrick. Cheryl’s
family has been a part of this church for years. Cheryl could be persuaded to play beautiful music on her harp at services.
Cheryl has also taught Sunday School for preschool children. And many of us know – if we had surgery at Cannon - what a
kind and comforting anesthetist she was before retirement. Her husband, Chris (now deceased) was an Elder, served on a previous Pastor’s Nominating Committee, and was always willing to help with building and grounds. Their son Michael was
active in youth groups such as mission trips and vacation Bible school. Following graduation from high school, he then became a proud Marine. The church has been blessed by this family and we are all thrilled about Rylee Marie. God is good.

Pecan Tassies - Doris Thomas’ Treasured recipe
2 sticks (1 cup) butter or margarine
2 cups sifted all-purpose flour

2 three- ounce package cream cheese

Let butter or margarine soften to room temperature. Add cream cheese and work with
wooden spoon until smooth and creamy. Add flour in fourths, blending after each addition. Work with fingers into smooth dough. (If desired, refrigerate dough for easier
shaping.) Pinch off small pieces of dough and shape into balls and place in about 1-1/4
inch cup muffin pans. With thumb, press dough against bottom and sides lining each
muffin cup evenly. Fill with desired filling. Bake at about 450 to 475 degrees for 8 to
10 minutes. Makes four dozen.
Pecan Filling:
Beat one egg only enough to mix white with yolk. Add 3/4 cup firmly packed light brown sugar gradually, beating well after
each addition. Add 1 Tablespoon melted butter, dash of salt and a few drops of vanilla and mix well. Add chopped pecan pieces. Makes enough filling for two dozen Tassies. Fillings may be varied by using this filling recipe, substitute chopped dates,
figs, or coconut for the pecans.
Orange Tassies (use pecan filling):
Add one teaspoon grated orange rind and 1/4 teaspoon grated lemon rind to margarine and cream cheese when blending them.
Spice Tassies (use pecan filling):
Add 1/2 teaspoon each of cinnamon, cloves, nutmeg, or allspice and 2 tablespoons sugar to margarine and cream cheese when
blending them.

Notes from Members
A note from a long-time affiliate member:
Hello from Florida!
I will be 93 this October 3rd and am doing well except for walking due to bad knees;
however, at 93, I need to plan a bit before I go out. I miss my friends at BEPC and
especially those in the choir. I have many fond memories of my days in Banner Elk. Thank you and God bless all my good
friends at BEPC. Don Luginbuhl

JULIETS
Some of you may ask; “What are The JULIETs (Just Us Ladies Informally Eating Together)? This group
began after hearing how much fun the men’s group ROMEOs (Retired Old Men Eating Out), had been
having for years. We get together for lunch on the second Wednesday of each month at different restaurants nearby. (We meet at 12:30 to allow participants in our Comfort Makers to attend after their sewing
session which ends at noon.) Women of all ages are invited to join us for lunch.
The September plan for going to Linville Falls Winery for a picnic didn’t work out but with Fall officially
here, we will plan on meeting at area restaurants for the remainder of the year (for those who feel safe in
attending).
Sorrento’s Italian Bistro - 12:30 PM, Wednesday, October 14th RSVP by Monday October 12th by calling the church office 828-898-5406
Puerto Nuevo Mexican Restaurant – 12:30 PM, Wednesday, November 11th
RSVP by Monday November 9th by calling the church office 828-898-5406
Christmas Gathering – TBD -Contingent on Over Yonder opening for dine-in lunch.

Inspirational Booklets
from E. C. Newman
A few months ago, faithful church member and retired Air
Force fighter pilot, E. C. Newman produced a booklet
containing number of inspiring vignettes about historical
Christian leaders, writers and a few topics of his own interest.
Each one-page writing is filled with interesting facts and
always ends with the phrase, “We ARE forgiven. All thanks
be to God.” These booklets are available in the church office
or you may order them online You will be blessed by
reading these uplifting “stories”. Thanks to E.C. for sharing
his faith in this way.

Dear BEPC Family,
A note to thank you for all the wonderful cards and notes you have sent me.. It has certainly cheered me up. I miss seeing
everyone and look forward to seeing you soon.
Best to everyone, Libby McGowan

From the Middle Pews
Some spiritual wisdom Dr. Albert Schweitzer passed along to us is, “do not let Sunday be
taken from you. If your soul has no Sunday, it becomes an orphan”. Schweitzer was many
things besides physician, missionary, hospital builder, philosopher, and Nobel Prize
winner. He was a preacher, prominent organist, WW I POW, and a theologian. As a
theologian, he said, “it is not necessary to Jesus that we understand all the theory behind
his crucifixion and our forgiveness, if we believe in his death.” He said, ‘”If a difficulty
arises in regard to Holy Scripture and we cannot solve it, we must just leave it alone. We
do not have to completely understand all of that.” So, when a trained theologian with an
estimated IQ between 160 and 180 implies that he does not understand some of the Bible, we should not be embarrassed when there are parts of the Bible we do not understand.
But, Dr. Schweitzer preached, “We should understand the doctrine of Jesus on forgiveness.” He said that doctrine is,
“You shall be pardoned if you pardon”, and Jesus recalls it to us every time we pray his prayer, “Forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us” (Matthew 6:12). Schweitzer wrote, “If we do not forgive everyone,
we will be acting as if we are not guilty in the same ways”, and “we must forgive quietly and unostentatiously”. In
general, he said we will not succeed in forgiving fully, be if we really try to live by that doctrine of Jesus, it will be a
triumph for our soul.
God loves every single one of us. And if we forgive others and believe that Jesus died for us about 2,000 years ago,
we ARE forgiven. All thanks be to God.

BEPC In Days Gone By
"This is the continuation of last month’s article about Dan and Doris Thomas, former pastor of
BEPC by Jane Stephenson who grew up in BEPC during the 1940s and 1950s. In previous
newsletters, we read earlier parts of her memories of that era in our church. Now, October, we
can read the rest of her story. (And thanks, Jane, for sharing these memories with us.)
You may remember that in the late 1940’s, our country was dealing with the polio epidemic that
swept the nation, leaving many children crippled, with damaged lungs, and many died. There was
no vaccine until 1955 when Dr. Jonas Salk developed one that was life-changing. A special polio
hospital was opened in Hickory; if a child needed an iron lung to survive, the child was taken to a
hospital in Asheville. Summers were spent quarantined to our homes and yards. Parents were
frantic. Children were bored — no TV or computers — just ourselves to find books to read and
games to play with siblings and parents. The epidemic had peaked somewhat by the time Dan and
Doris Thomas arrived in 1952, so by 1953 or 1954, Vacation Bible Schools were being held and
life was pretty much back to normal. Four of us were asked to go with Dan each day for a week to help with Bible School at the
Beech Mountain church, mostly to play games with the children of all ages.

Shepherds Needed!
Shepherd Program In Need of Volunteers

During this time of COVID-19 and social distancing, our Shepherd Program has taken on
new meaning. We still need Shepherds for the month of December. Please consider being
a Shepherd – this is a rewarding and much needed ministry. Notebooks with directions for
shepherd duties will be available at the church to pick up the first of each month. Thank
you for caring for our congregation and giving your blessed support during these trying
times. You play a special part in our ministry at all times with the people you touch, just
as you would a family member, holding our church family together. On behalf of everyone in our church, thank you and I pray God's blessings for you as you carry on God's
mission for the church as His hands and arms and feet.
Deka Tate

The week after Bible School, Dan got a message from Mr. Edd Presnell, a member of
that church, that his son, Baxter, was very ill. Local doctors thought he had polio, so
Dan drove Baxter and his parents to Asheville where he was placed in an iron lung to
help him breathe. As you can imagine, our parents were in a panic because we had been
exposed directly to polio, as Baxter was one of the children at Bible School. At that
time, no one really knew much about what polio was, how it was spread, or how to treat
it. They knew the outcomes could be devastating. It was a long recovery process for
Baxter because he was in an iron lung for about a year. He also had paralysis on one side
and had to learn to walk again. He later attended the boarding high school that was part
of Berea College in Berea, Kentucky, and eventually came back home to live with his
parents.

Prayer Ministry
The Prayer Ministry Team is comprised of dedicated, discerning individuals praying
daily not only for church and world-wide concerns, but also for every church member
throughout the year. Five family groups/individuals are selected from the church
directory to be the focus of weeklong prayer, ensuring that every congregant will be
covered in prayer at some point over the year. Any additional prayer concerns can be
addressed by filling out a “prayer request” card in the pew or an email to one of the
team members. It is our hope to meet the prayer needs of individuals and
families of Banner Elk Presbyterian Church. Please keep the prayer ministry in your
prayers as we keep you in ours.

Edd Presnell in his dulcimer shop

Mr. Edd was well known for his beautiful hand-crafted dulcimers which his wife, Nettie,
played and taught new owners how to play their new instrument. They both were also gifted wood carvers and Mrs. Presnell
carved beautiful leaf pins that were unique and sold well. Baxter learned carving and spent his life working with his parents. He
married, had a family, but died when he was in his fifties.
Eventually, the Beech Mountain church was torn down and the families became members of the Banner Elk Presbyterian Church,
where Mr. Edd and his family were welcomed and Mr. Edd became an Elder. The family did not attend often in the winters
because the roads were so bad that it was very hard to get to the Banner Elk church. For many years, they had no phone service in
that area, so the Presnell family would come to the manse if they needed to make phone calls. The first Christmas John and I
were married, I gave John one of Mr. Edd’s dulcimers and it is still a prized possession. A highlight of our ten years at Berea
College was when Mr. Edd and Nettie spent a week with us singing ballads and playing the melodic dulcimer, telling folk tales in
concert and in classroom settings to the delight of students, faculty and community visitors.
Dan and Doris touched the lives of so many people through our church and in our community. When my father died in December
of my senior year at UNC-G (called Women’s College of the University of North Carolina at that time), Dan drove to Greensboro
to tell me of my beloved father’s death. A neighbor came with him to help me pack and plan for leaving my residence hall for
several weeks as Christmas break started in a few days. I missed final exams, but was assured I could take them when I returned
in January. Much later, in l962, Dan performed our wedding when John and I were married in the Banner Elk Presbyterian
Church. Still later, Dan baptized our first born, Jennifer, and he performed a rededication ceremony for us on our twenty-fifth
wedding anniversary. When John took at job as professor at the University of Kentucky, Dan told us about Maxwell Street
Presbyterian Church and suggested we might find a church home at the place he was Student Pastor. Dan was right and Maxwell
Street is my church even now.
Dan and Doris left Banner Elk to pastor the First Presbyterian Church of Brunswick, Georgia in 1967. Even in his retirement, he
continued to be active in churches surrounding Jacksonville, Florida. Dan died April 29, 2012 at age 85, after more than 61 years
of service as a Presbyterian minister. Doris lives near Jacksonville, Florida, near two of their children. Dan’s ashes remain near
the church he loved, the Banner Elk Presbyterian Church, and are interred in the columbarium referred to as The Dwelling Place.
How fortunate I was to have Dan and Doris Thomas in my life as a teen and to be able to continue our friendship throughout the
years.
Jane Stephenson
(See recipe next page for Doris Thomas’s Pecan Tassies as mentioned in the September 2020 newsletter)

Emily Garrett

El Wilson

Alice Johnson Chris Zimmer

Donna Bender Marsha Jones

Rotary Club Selling Hand Sanitizers
The Coronavirus has changed all our lives in 2020. We are struggling with social distancing and
stay-at-home (or safer at home) orders. Many of the activities we all enjoy in the High Country
have either been cancelled or are now done virtually. We are constantly reminded that we need to
embrace the 3Ws: Wash your hands, Wait at least 6 feet apart and Wear a mask.
Rotary Club of Avery County is trying to address one of these needs, while fundraising for the
non-profits we serve in our area. We are selling hand sanitizer, which has been in short supply
since the virus broke out. Our hand sanitizer is made by a chemical manufacturer in Charlotte and
exceeds the CDC required alcohol content at 80%.
When you purchase your hand sanitizer from Rotary, you are not only supporting Rotary, you are
supporting area non-profits. For each ounce that is sold, Rotary will donate ounce for ounce to a
non-profit serving Avery County. A two-ounce bottle is $4 or you can purchase 3 for $10. We are
also selling gallon jugs for $25 each.
Non-profits can purchase gallon jugs for $20 each. Bottles can be purchased at Grandfather
Mountain or Habitat for Humanity’s Restore.
Gallon jugs can also be refilled at Habitat’s Restore for $15 each. For further information, contact
Jesse Pope at Jesse@Grandfather.com

BEPC Preschool

Around the Church…..

A Letter from One of Our Preschool Families
"BEPC Teachers,
Thank you for your incredible selflessness during these wild times.
Our children and families are truly blessed to have each one of you in
our lives. Your sacrifices to keep us all safe do not go unnoticed.
Thank you for showing up in a high quality, high energy way
EVERYDAY. Your kindness and patience is one of a kind."
With Love,
Coric's Moms."
We are blessed with amazing preschool families, supportive church
family and incredible community members. We continue to practice
safe routines while teaching and guiding our your children through a
playful educational environment.
A.C. Marriott, BEPC Preschool Director

S.A.V.E. Program
About a month ago, AC Marriott approached me about a program she had thought might
help the students of Avery County in these challenging times. In response to the COVID-19
pandemic and the altered public school scheduling, Banner Elk Presbyterian Church now has
a program entitled Project SAVE (School Age Virtual Education) which currently meets
Monday and Wednesday 9:00am – 1:00pm. The goal of Project SAVE is to provide nurture,
encouragement, and guidance while substituting as the students’ “parent as virtual teacher.”
During the sessions, All COVID-19 precautions are being taken. At pick- up and drop-off,
children’s temperatures are taken; in the classroom, all students maintain social distance and
wear their masks. During each session, the students work through their
assignments as given by their classroom teacher. Throughout the day,
various grade levels work on their class and homework assignments, in
addition to attending appropriate Zoom sessions. Once class work is
complete, I have added an art, theatre and movement component to
serve as a “brain break”. The students are creating their own coffee
table books using their own artwork. We are also learning the basics of
the theatre, as we are creating puppets and hope to put on a small
production later. It is wonderful to see that they using every bit of their imaginations.
This has also been a great opportunity for us to involve some of our high school students to assist with
the SAVE program. They work well with the elementary students, helping guide them through their
work and activities. Davis Anderson, one of our high
school students, participates with such positivity,
going above and beyond to ensure the students’
success. I’d love to give a special shout out and thank
you to Mrs. Laura Russell for volunteering her time,
bringing her joyful sprit and energy to help in any way
she can.
Thus far, the program has been very successful and
most appreciated by parents. It is a joy and a privilege
to work with each student and watch them progress
with their learning. In these unknown times, all we are
able to do is take it day-by-day and, I have to say, the students are rising to
the occasion to go with the flow while being the best they can be.
Jarrett W. Koski, Project SAVE

October Birthdays
1
1
1
1
2
3
4
4
4
4
4
6
8
8
9
9
9
9
12
15
18
21
24
25
26
26
26
26
28
28
29
30

Abigail Davis
Maura Day
Stephen Hill
McNair Tornow
Gary Ticknor
Don Luginbuhl
Ted Roeling
Marilyn Bittan
Pete Welter
Jennifer Rimel-Braverman
Katariina Marriott
Mae Weed
Spencer Pope
Jesse Pope
Tilda Brabson
Dudley Gilmer
George McManus
David Isom
Ben Earwood
Camilla Dick
Anne Jones
Eva Causby
Joan Rhyne
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Many thanks to Mark
File for another beautiful photo of the interior
of Banner Elk
Presbyterian Church.
We are so blessed to
have so many talented
people in our midst!
Thank you, Mark, for
taking these wonderful
photographs of our
church.

Photo courtesy Mark File

The Jelly Queen!
She’s at it again! The Jelly-Jam-boree is
coming again this year but instead of
the Valle Country Fair being in the field
it is going virtual! You can get your
favorite jams, jellies, and Pittsburg
Relish on line! Contact Dedy at the
church office 828-898-5406 or email
traverarms@yahoo.com for more
Information. The first three Saturdays in
October ( 3, 10, 17) will be “pickup”
days for jams and jellies and other
goods at Holy Cross Church.

September 2020 Financials
We know our seasonal residents
are returning to winter homes this
month. Would you be so kind as to
check with the church office staff to
ensure we have contact information for
you for the winter? You may call the
church officeat 828-898-5406 or email
dedy@bannerelkpresbyterian.org. T
hank you!

9/1/20
9/8/20
9/15/20
9/22/20
9/29/20
TOTAL

$ 446.00
$11,224.00
$ 7,398.00
$ 4,314.00
$ 5,693.00
$29,075.00

