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When our daughter Lauren, (the spokesmodel for De-Breeze ),
texted me this comic, I think I would have lost the million dollars!
What day is it, really? When you are staying at home, not getting out
much, if at all, everyday feels the same. There aren’t the usual
markers of school, work, or volunteer activities bracketing the days,
weekends - or anything else.
Of course, the comic is a play on the quiz show Who Wants to Be a
Millionaire? The contestant had to work her way through a series of
questions of increasing difficulty until reaching the payoff question.
A wrong answer at any point along the way meant a trip home. But
the contestant was not totally on his own. There were “lifelines”
available, among them poll the audience or phone a friend.
In this time of necessary social isolation (which blessedly seems to be
helping us stave off the virus run rampant), the confinement is working on everybody. Even us introverts are getting more alone time than we need. Worse than losing track of time
is losing track of one another.

CHURCH LEADERSHIP & STAFF
Moderator: Rev. Deck Guess
Clerk of Session: Susan Carter Preschool
Class of 2020
Steve Hill
Carol Larson
Debi Tornow
Mae Weed

Stewardship & Finance
Missions
Worship
Communications

Class 2021
Connie Addison
Bob Blalock
Lyndsay Ennis
Bob Todd

Personnel
Membership/Outreach
Educational Leadership
Building & Grounds

Class 2022
Luana Anderson
Murry Haber
Jan Miller
Deka Tate

Fellowship & Nurture
Personnel
Fellowship & Nurture
Congregational Care

Clerk of the Works: Larry Zimmer
Permanent Funds Ministry: Jesse Pope
Treasurer: Dorothy Pullease
Asst Treasurers: Allen Clark,
Ron McGowan, Bruce Pendergast,
Debi Tornow
Church Staff
Rev. Decherd “Deck” Guess,
Transitional Pastor: 910-610-9045
deck@bannerelkpresbyterian.org
Alisa Ballard, Office Administrator
alisa@bannerelkpresbyterian.org
Director of Music: Diane Rydell
diane_bepc@outlook.com
Office Manager: Dedy Traver
dedy@bannerelkpresbyterian.org
Housekeeping: Margaret Trivette
BEPC Preschool: A.C. Marriott, Director
acmarriott@bannerelkpresbyterian.org.

SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICES
9:30 am Adult Sunday School
10:00 am Preschool Sunday School & Youth
11:00 am Worship - traditional

The articles on how to cope showing up in magazines, newspapers, Facebook, or your favorite online outlet
indicate that the circumstances are challenging for a lot of people. Deb sent me one that had some helpful
suggestions. One was “clean or organize one space every day.” (I have a deep suspicion that she added that one
just for me.) Another was “engage in one spiritual practice*.” (Face it, the old excuse, “I don’t have time,”
doesn’t hold up these days.) A third was “reach out to someone outside of your home*.” We are blessed in this
age that we can reach out in many ways without
needing physically to leave our homes. We can text, chat, video chat, Skype, Zoom
among other online options. And those things we carry around to take pictures and
“For God has destined check our email actually make phone calls! The Shepherds of the Month and others
us not for wrath but
even know how to get something other than junk mail delivered right to your door!
for obtaining salvation
(I know because I have gotten a card or two.)
through our Lord
Jesus Christ, who died
for us, so that whether
we are awake or
asleep we may live
with him. Therefore
encourage one
another and build up
each other, as
indeed you are doing.

Paul saw encouragement and building up the body as vitally important to the health
of the church. Phoning a friend or reaching out to a wider “audience” (read
congregation) for help or connection are still real lifelines. Many of you are already
doing a splendid job of that. Keep it up! Or try it. YOU will feel good for doing it.
Peace†,
Deck

1 Thessalonians
5:1-11

* It’s interesting that the church has emphasized these
activities as good things for well-being of both the
individual and the community for centuries - at ALL times.

Opportunities To Learn And Grow
Prayer Ministry
The Prayer Ministry Team is comprised of dedicated, discerning individuals praying daily not
only for church and world-wide concerns, but also for every church member throughout the
year. Five family groups/individuals are selected from the church directory to be the focus of
weeklong prayer, ensuring that every congregant will be covered in prayer at some point over
the year. Any additional prayer concerns can be addressed by filling out a “prayer request “
card in the pew or an email to one of the team members. It is our hope to meet the prayer needs of
individuals and families of BEPC. Please keep the prayer ministry in your prayers as we
keep you in ours.
Emily Garrett

El Wilson

Jan Miller

Alice Johnson Chris Zimmer

Donna Bender Marsha Jones

Stephen Ministry
If you would like to know more about Stephen Ministry, we have a new link on the church website. It takes
you to many individual videos from both the ministers and the people they have helped. It is very inspiring
viewing. Remember, if you are hurting, or know of someone in the congregation who is, you might want to
consider a Stephen Minister. If you think a Stephen Minister can be of service, contact our pastor, Rev.
Deck Guess, Murry Haber, Janet Speer (speerj@lmc.edu), or you can call the church office at 898-5406.

Music in our Lives
As of this writing, we are still not sure when it will be safe to meet our music groups each week in
order to practice and prepare for worship. Some of you may be ready to return and others a bit hesitant
after many weeks of "social distancing". Hopefully, in the near future, we can return as a choir to
learn new music and sing each Sunday to God's Glory.
Let's all "keep the faith" that we will be able to enjoy each other's company as well as serve a unique
purpose in our church's ministry. Thanks to each of you for your dedication to serving in this way.
If, when we are able to return to our rehearsals safely, you have been interested in singing (and/or playing bells) , please let me
know and you will be welcomed. We are happy to have new people help us "Make a joyful noise" to the Lord. Stay well!
Diane Rydell

TELL ME SOME GOOD NEWS
The other day one of my facebook friends had asked if any of her friends were making (you guessed it)
masks. I thought for sure she would get many responses, after all, she has many friends. When I contacted
her I was surprised when she told me I was the only one to respond. We began chatting on line. Partway
through our conversation she sent me a picture of herself wearing a mask she had made. I told her that she
had put a big smile on my face with that picture and that she looked beautiful. At the end of our conversation
she told me that I had made her feel loved and normal that day.
That made me think about what God wants for all of us and from all of us…… to feel loved; perhaps even
“normal”. What I got out of it was the feeling that by reaching out to a friend I had actually been a blessing to her and that is what God had
for me that day. During this time of social distancing it is essential that we as Christians continue our work to reach out to our friends and
family, check-in on those who may live alone or just feel alone. By doing so we are the ones that actually receive the blessing.
“Who comforteth us in all our tribulations, that we may be able to comfort them which are in any trouble, by the comfort wherewith we
ourselves are comforted by God.” 2 Corinthians 1:4
Make me a blessing, Make me a blessing,
Out of my life….. May Jesus shine;
Make me a blessing, O Saviour, I pray,
Make me a blessing to someone today.
1924 lyrics by Ira B. Wilson, music by George Shuler

Suzie Fisk

Session Review
Even though Session has not been convening in the same room together, there have been numerous Zoom
meetings, teleconference meetings, telephone calls, and e-mail actions continuing leadership decisions for
the Banner Elk Presbyterian Church. Some actions remain on hold until Session can meet face to face,
together again.
In this unprecedented time, Session appreciates the gifts of members:
•Serving as technology experts helping us communicate with each other
•Assisting by putting together our Virtual Worship Services
•Volunteering to provide new music for the Worship Services
•Continuing our tradition of the draped cross in front of the church during Holy Week and flowers on the cross for Easter
•Continuing to make committee decisions and plans
Session Reports received:
•The 2020 Financial first quarter contributions are at 23% of the Budget. Expenses are below expectations.
•The Preschool has been closed since March 26 and will remain closed for the remainder of the school year. Reserve
funds are being expended to retain our quality staff. Teachers are posting Facebook activities and staying in touch with
the children and families. The Book Fair and Pancake Supper exceeded goals.
Session:
•Made difficult decisions regarding closing scheduled church services, meetings, and activities.
•Continue to monitor and act on recommendations for safe and healthy ways to worship and to serve.
•Approved Rev. Guess working from home in Asheville having the best technology access for recording sermons
and making telephone calls.
•Approved the church office open with staff in independent offices.
•Researched additional cleaning needs of the church.
•Approved groups of no more than ten people in the church.
•Approved Stewardship and Finance Committee moving forward with an online giving process.
•Looking forward to Pentecost as a time for young people to join the church.
•Investigating videos or conference calls to continue Bible Study.
•Approve proceeding with the previously scheduled Red Cross blood drive.
•Approve the distribution of a copy of the Avery County Manager’s letter to our summer members and friends.
•Approve the transfer of membership for Jean Eells to Burke United Methodist Church in Burke, Virginia.
•Approve the Mission Study Task Force Report for submission to the PWNC Committee on Ministry.
•Approved an application to the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security Act (CARES) to cover the payroll and
health insurance cost for the preschool teachers for the months of April and May.
•Approved the Stewardship and Finance recommendation to:
Disburse $6,209.55 from the Committed Fund account
Move $140.00 to another Committed Fund account
Keep $650.00 for the time being
Reallocate $2,819.82 to the Session Discretionary Fund

From the Back Pew
From the Back Pew… …
and The Permanent Funds Ministry
When you were three years old, and fell down and scraped a knee, the resulting pain and blood became
a world-class disaster for you. Fortunately, Dad was prepared with a bandaid to end the crisis. And
Mom always was ready with an aspirin to quell a fever. Does anyone feel, individually or as a church,
that we have been prepared for the current world-class disaster? Will we be prepared for the next?
As you contemplate your part in that preparation remember that one of the goals of the Permanent
Funds Ministry is “to provide endowments to expand the mission and ministry of the Banner Elk
Presbyterian Church.”
I know members and friends have opened their wallets to deal with the multitude of problems inherent with our current
COVID-19 pandemic. When the world skins its knee in the future, will we collectively be ready with a whole box of bandaids?
And bottles of aspirin?

The Stained Glass Windows
I wrote this a few years ago after gathering information from several sources,
including a local resident whose father, as a little boy, watched the exciting event
of the windows’ arrival. Viewing Mark File’s beautiful photography of our
sanctuary which accompanies David Soyar’s music meditations on the BEPC
website, reminded me of this bit of church history.
Claire Fortune
When our sanctuary was built just over 100 years ago, there was much debate over
adding the stained glass windows. Most local residents had never seen such, and
many people thought this would be a needless extravagance and would make the
building “too fancy” for its congregation. Also, the colored windows would cover
the view of “God's beautiful world” which would be visible through clear glass
windows. An architect from “somewhere else” would have to be brought in to teach
local rock masons new building skills to install them. But nevertheless, everyone
worked to help raise money for the windows, and donations were given by numbers of summer visitors who had suggested the
windows in the first place. At last the beautiful windows arrived in Elk Park on the Tweetsie Train. Ox-drawn wagons were sent
to bring them to Banner Elk, causing much excitement as many people took their picnic lunches and lined the road to witness the
arrival of such a spectacle. There was great celebration when these magnificent windows were uncrated and installed. They have
been enhancing our sanctuary and worship ever since.

One Anothering Small Groups for Women
Plans for the small group gatherings have changed, but we still want to know if you are interested
in being part of this exciting community-building study, based on the book One Anothering by
Richard C. Meyer. Women in the church and community are invited to become part of a small
group of 6 - 8 folks that will focus on the different “one anothering” passages from the New
Testament while at the same time getting to know the other members of the small group in a significant way. The groups will meet
weekly for two hours each session and will run for eight weeks. Involvement will require that members make weekly
participation a high priority and commit to confidentiality about things shared within the group. There will be an opportunity to
study Scripture together, pray for and with one another, and share pieces of our personal stories and challenges with the group.
The number of women who sign up will determine the number of small groups that are formed. Meeting times will be determined
once groups are created, but there will likely be a morning group and an afternoon group. If you are interested in being part of one
of these groups, please contact Alisa alisa@bannerelkpresbyterian.org 828-898-5406 at the church office and let her know your
preference of meeting time. Hopefully, we can begin meetings in late May or perhaps in the fall, depending on recommendations
in health and safety directives.

Church Giving
Our church expenses and mission commitments continue during these turbulent times. We understand that some
of us may be unable to meet our church support and pledge commitments due to financial uncertainty.
However, many of us are able to continue making contributions to the church but the routine of doing so may be
upset as Sunday morning services are suspended. Here are ways that you can easily continue your support:
1. Mail a check. As always, you can simply write out a check and mail it to:
Banner Elk Presbyterian Church, P.O. Box 158, Banner Elk, NC 28604
We are unable to confirm receipt of each individual check, but you will receive your usual statement every quarter and, of course,
you receive a copy of the canceled check from your bank.
2. Bank Bill Payer. Almost all banks offer bill payer service with their accounts. If you already pay some of your bills this
way, it is easy to add Banner Elk Presbyterian Church to your list of payees. When queried, use the address above and the
3. telephone number 828-898-5406. You can use this service to make a one-time contribution from your checking or savings
account, or you can schedule payments, so that your contributions are made on a regular basis weekly or monthly. For most
banks, this service is totally free. You save the expense of a stamp, and you do not need to write out a check. If you are not
using your bank’s bill payer service and you need assistance setting it up, contact your bank.
3. Give online (coming soon). We are working on adding to our church website the capability of making a contribution by credit
card or bank transfer. This should be available in a few weeks. We will let everyone know when it is up and running.
4. Gift of Assets. If you have stocks, bonds, precious metals, vehicles or any other assets that you would like to donate, please
contact Dedy in our church office 828-898-5406.
5. Planned Giving. If you would like to gift life insurance, retirement assets, bequests, or trusts, please contact Jim Swinkola at
828-898-3289.

Feeding Avery Families - An Update

What a time to be alive! Just as has everyone else, Feeding Avery Families has had to transform itself,
seemingly overnight. After enjoying and honing our very interpersonal “Client Choice” distribution
system, we’ve pivoted to doing a “Drive-Thru”, almost no touch system in our parking lot. We’ve seen
an approximately 50% increase in need, and anticipate that going to a doubling this month. As most of
you know, most of our volunteers are older and in the group of people particularly vulnerable to
COVID-19. More and more of them, quite understandably, are concerned for their health, or are hearing
from their children that they should be!
With all that said, we’re moving on. We’ve had many new donors step forward to help support us, and
organizations like BEPC have dug deep to increase their help. We’re augmenting our volunteer pool with some of our partners at
the Y, counselors and teachers in our schools, and a wonderful group of young people from the First Things Foundation. This
group, essentially a smaller, non-governmental version of the Peace Corps, has moved all eight of their active people to Avery
County. They will be helping to deliver food and medicines to people in the area who specifically need that, as well as assisting
FAF when and where needed. It is remarkable what the Lord provides!
At the present time we’re still able to get enough food, though our supply of meat is dwindling. Over the last 2 1/2 years we have
worked to develop a financial operating reserve, and times like these are the reason. As long as we can muster volunteers and
get food, we’ll continue reaching out to this ever-growing number of people in desperate need. How blessed we are to be able to
help, even if just a little, when people are suffering. Thanks to all of you. We are the hands of God.
Dick Larson

Arca de Noé
Navidad en Abril (Christmas in April)
The partnership between Banner Elk Presbyterian Church and Arca de Noé has evolved over the years and one of the most widely
appreciated gestures has been the annual purchase of food during the November trip. This bulk purchase ensures that the families
of Arca de Noé enjoy their Christmas and provides staples for their pantries. Hundreds of pounds of rice, beans, sugar and other
basic food items including nutritional supplements for the children and oatmeal are purchased and distributed.
Never has the need been greater than now. Because of the Corona virus, there is no work and the government has limited
movement of its citizens outside the home. Only one person per day is allowed to leave the house within a limited window of
time. Curfews are strictly enforced with fines levied upon those who disobey the government orders. The Arca de Noé Session
came together to address the desperation confronting these already poor families now facing unemployment and hunger.
Recalling the annual Christmas gift of food, they decided to ask if it would be possible to provide that money now while the need
is so great, in lieu of waiting until November. Elder Selvin Gonzalez contacted me to make the supplication. Promising to do
what I could, I spoke to Pastor Deck and Kathy Ward. The petition was met with nothing but willingness to act.
Interestingly, a gift of one thousand dollars was made to our Guatemala Mission fund late 2019 by a visitor to our church. I
recalled the gift and suggested that the entire sum be used for the purpose of helping immediately. All agreed. I was so pleased to
be able to contact Selvin with the good news. The funds were transferred by Western Union within two days of having received
his request and the mission to help the congregation was underway. Selvin and a few other members of Arca de Noé went to
Coatepeque, the small city nearest Morelia, to purchase basics in bulk. What they bought was divided into 53 bags for
distribution. Each family received a bag containing rice, beans, cooking oil, corn flour (for tortillas), pasta, sugar, the nutrition
supplement for the children, and some chicken soup (for the soul) mix. When Selvin shared their shopping success, he also let me
know that funds remain for another purchase when it becomes necessary. While the needs are great in so much of the world
during this unprecedented pandemic, we are blessed to be in a position to help sustain another small community. Through Elder
Selvin, the church-family of Arca de Noé has expressed its sincere gratitude and has given all the glory to God. Please keep our
faithful brothers and sisters of Morelia, Guatemala in your prayers, as we are in theirs every day at every meal.
Barbara Hosbein bandb1977@gmail.com

Fun Ways to Be Creative - and Enjoy
Gardening Time is Here!
Patti and Mike Stevenson, regular visitors to BEPC, have been doing hydroponic gardening for several years. Patti thought some
folks would be interested in learning about this – since everyone has so much “time on their hands”, shall we say???
She has been doing the tower to table water hydroponics for almost three years. She purchased the entire set-up, except plants,
from a representative who comes to set up the tower for you once it arrives at your home. She also purchased an extra dolly so
that the tower can move about freely. The cage is included. She said approximate cost was $600.00 for the entire tower, cage,
dolly, nutrients, rock wool, vermiculite, pump and water test strips. She has not needed any additional supplies until now.
A person chooses his own 20 plants to put into the tower opening. These photos show the tower picture with plants growing.
The photo of the tower with no cage is the same but only 3 weeks of growth. Patti said she has three friends who also chose to do
this and “we all love the low maintenance and fresh salads, greens and herbs. It’s AWESOME!” She said it is SO easy to grow
successfully and does not take up much room indoors. A person can add a light kit if needed. Patti and Mike also ordered and
installed a greenhouse at the rear of their house. She grows lettuces/herbs in the hydroponic garden inside the greenhouse to
keep deer away but a tower can be utilized inside your homes with growing lights.
This is a lot of fun and healthy food with minimum effort. Just test water ph, add water to 300 gallon reservoir and enjoy! You
can change seasons of growth a few times a year. A friend of Patti’s has two towers and she planted one tower with strawberries!
Then when her niece got married, she planted two towers full of flowers for a party at her home. It brings creative joy!
If you are interested in learning more about tower gardening, Melisa Harrison is the contact person for the tower to table gardens.
She is willing and available to drive here to assist and set up someone’s new garden.
Here’s her info: MelisaMHarrison@yahoo.com. Her website is: Melisaharrison.tower garden. com.

HAPPY GARDENING!!

Suzie Fisk
Suzie has been making masks for members of our community and family.
“My story is short and sweet, just like me. I got a pattern from Martha Stewart’s web site
and got busy. I have made masks for my sister and her family in FL (5), Lyndsay Ennis,
Alisa, Cheryl Kirkpatrick, a couple from BE that moved here from Oklahoma, my aunt
and uncle in Washington, a friend’s daughter who is having a baby soon, a couple more
friends in Banner Elk and a couple for me and Larry. I have one on the ironing board
with Donna Dicks’ name on it. My first one went to Lyndsay because she was working,
going into an elevator at work with others, the Dollar Store, etc. with no protection. I
wanted to help people to be safe. I have lots of fat quarters in many colors so I can color
coordinate. My masks are reversible. I’m referring to them as the newest fashion
statement. I have made some out of old blue jeans. I like to tease the fellas at the grocery store; they always recognize me.
I ask them how do they know it’s me when I have a mask on? It’s almost addicting. The people are so happy to get them.”
Donna Dicks
Donna is making a needed mask accessory. “Just what the doctor ordered! Stretchy headbands with buttons sewn on are perfect for use with face masks. The face mask straps/elastic hook over the buttons on the
headbands and relieves pressure on the ears of those who must wear masks all day, every day. This idea
came from my sister, Nan, in Maryland, who was asked to create them for friends who are nurses at the
nearby hospital. The ones that I’ve made are going to Cannon Hospital”.

Sydney Taylor Graduates Watauga High School!
Sydney Taylor, daughter of Amy Anderson and granddaughter of Pat and Carolyn Anderson, is
graduating with a 3.5 GPA from Watauga High School. She has already earned approximately
twelve credit hours of college credit. During her time in high school, she was involved in
DECA, a business club. She has worked as a nanny for several local families, and she was
assistant director of Ski Traxx, a Ski School program at Beech Mountain Ski Resort. She's
attending Queens University in the fall. Congratulations, Syd! Your church family is so
proud of you!

From the Middle Pews
A Day in May

‘In these wooded hills around Banner Elk at twilight, without any specific thoughts of good fortune,
we can enjoy perfect exhilaration. In these woods, we can cast off the years, and are children
again. In these hills and woods is perpetual youth. We feel we would not tire of it in a thousand
years. Here, we feel that nothing could befall us which nature could not repair. The un-contained and
immortal beauty of these woods stagger the mind. From the tranquil landscape to the line of the far
horizon, we can hardly take it in.
By ourselves in these woods we are never alone. We see the spectacle of a sunrise from the ridge-top
with the emotions which an angel might share. But no less excellent is the sunset. The western sky divides and subdivides
itself into pink and orange, and the air has so much life and sweetness, that it hurts to come indoors.
In these woods, each moment of the year has its own beauty. Every minute it shows a picture never seen before, and which
shall never be seen again. The enchantments of these woods are medicinal; they sober and heal us. And to have lived through
all the sunny hours of a day in May seems like longevity enough.” (Emerson, paraphrased).
Besides being a great poet, Ralph Waldo Emerson (1803-1882), the “Sage of Concord”, was a minister, the eighth of his family
in an unbroken line dating back to Puritan days. Among his hundreds of essays and public lectures, when referring to an old
friend, Emerson said, “his heart was as great as the world, but there was no room in it to hold the memory of a wrong”. Before
making that quote, Emerson likely had read Isaiah 43:25, which records God saying that he ‘forgives our wrongs and
remembers them no more’. – Thank you, Lord.

Creative Energy at Work!
Banner Elk Presbyterian Women Rise to the Cause Making Masks
As always, Banner Elk Presbyterians rise to the occasion. Several of the ladies have been making masks after hearing about the
need. These are their stories.
Alice Johnson
Alice works with Sew Original and through Martha Garris provides masks for
specialized highly at-risk private young patients. “I was getting ready to bundle
up this last batch of masks to mail. I say last batch because for the first time in
my adult life, I'm out of fabric. Never thought that would happen! All of them
(masks) have been made out of either tightly woven 100% cotton or batik
fabrics. I started out making a style that had a sewn-in filter made out of 25
momme mulberry silk which is now in short supply. Since the wait time for more
silk is weeks, I switched over to a different pattern that has a pocket for the
wearer to insert his/her own filter. I made all my masks with ties as requested
and recommended by an RN friend. I've also reworked many donation masks
from other sources by replacing the ear loops with the ties and am told the ties
are much more comfortable for wearing hours on end. My masks also have channels across the nose and chin to allow pipe
cleaners to be inserted for fitted wear and then removed for laundering. Many hands have been busy making masks. The styles,
fabrics, and filters may differ, but the intent is the same...keeping people safe. Guess that's about it! I'm closing up the mask
shop for now until I can locate more fabric.”
Jane McKinney
Jane works with the movement from the Sew Original Quilt Shop and The Quilt Shop in Boone
making 3,500 masks for the Health facilities.
“I started making masks about March 23. Stores were still open at that time, so I didn’t think too
much about getting supplies, such as fabric and elastic. Initially, I was just making for family and
friends. My mother lives in a memory care facility in Alabama, and I also wanted to send some to
them. Chris Zimmer and I spoke later that week about making masks and she told me that several
groups were trying to fill orders for the hospitals, Life Care and the Stephen Ministers. So, I located more fabric (some in boxes in my storage unit!) and improvised for elastic. All told, I have made
about 150 masks, all using my little antique Singer Featherweight.”

Chris Zimmer
Chris Zimmer put out an email asking for materials. She was able to get some elastic from
various places, including the Lees-McRae Costume Shop! “I have made them for Life Care
and continue to make them for church members when asked. I am getting requests now from
church members who are returning and are self-isolating. So, if you hear of anyone who needs
or wants one please let me know. I don’t feel anyone should pay for these masks when they are
so necessary. Besides the fact that many of my fabrics have come from Comfort Makers over
the years as scraps from our comforters.”

“We went bananas making masks for Feeding Avery
Families, and Life Care we scrounged all different
types of elastic.”
– Chris Zimmer

A Walk in the Park
As Tony and I have been enjoying almost daily walks in Tate-Evans Park, we’ve been
remembering how many of our church family folks have played important roles in the
park’s history. We’ve enjoyed reminiscing as we think of the days even before the park
was a reality - when I’d stroll over from our home on Old Turnpike East and pick
armloads of wild Queen Anne’s lace and black-eyed Susan flowers from the lush meadow.
Then in the early 1980s when David Tate was town mayor, he dreamed of having a town
hall and a community park. The town council was also enthusiastic about these possibilities
and purchased land for the town hall from the Robbins brothers who then donated land for
the park.
North Carolina grants provided matching funds (half of the money) to build the park - meaning that Banner Elk had to provide
the other portion of funding. Workdays were organized in which local folks provided “in kind” labor to make up the needed
balance…. And Tate-Evans Park was born. It was named for two beloved citizens, Dr. Lawson Tate and Dr. H.C. Evans, both of
whom contributed greatly to the development, life and ministry of the town. About the same time, a special area devoted to
children’s activity was built and named in honor of Charles B. VonCanon, Sr., mayor of Banner Elk in the 1970’s and 1980’s. It
is significant that all three of these men were members and leaders of Banner Elk Presbyterian Church.
Over the years, dozens of local and seasonal friends have contributed to the park’s beauty and maintenance, including Deka Tate
during her terns as mayor. Of special note is a lovely little apple tree grafted from life-long member Helen Baucom’s nearby tree.
And recently a tree was planted in memory of Debbie Hagna’s mom, Ruth Piche who joined us for the last few years of her life.
Engraved bricks in the Garden Club section commemorate our former members, Vivian Guignard, Margaret Tate, Helen
Baucom, Becky Franklin, Cathy Kennedy, Mary Elder and others who inspired the creation of beautiful flowerbeds and
landscape.
And of course, these days the park is overseen by “our own” Rick Owen, Town Manager, and Nancy Owen, serving as “Park
Ranger,” says she makes daily checks to see that everyone is behaving and following the rules. All this is just to say that we are
so thankful that our lovely park has been able to remain open during these days of quarantine and social-distancing. And as we
enjoy its beauty, we thankfully remember all who have had a part in providing this treasured facility in the heart of our
community. Thank you!
Claire Fortune

BEPC Preschool
It is with a heavy heart that we inform you, that due to the concerns and
uncertainty of the COVID-19 virus, our preschool program has decided to close
for the rest of the 2019-2020 school year. Our last day was scheduled to be
Thursday May 21st. It was tough decision to make, realizing that we would not
have a last day with our precious preschool children and not be able to hug them
one more time…But we are taking a realistic approach to the situation where everyone’s health is our priority!
Our preschool teaching staff has been keeping busy with continued education
online, completing credit hours in early childhood education. We are in weekly
contact with our preschool families through email and Facebook, providing fun activities and educational materials everyone
can use at home. And we have started planning for the upcoming 2020-2021 school year! Registration for the new school
year has started. If you wish to enroll your child or know someone who has a child who may want to attend beginning in
August, please contact AC for more information and proper forms.
We are tentatively planning on Summer Camp to start on Monday, June 1st. The preschool board will meet mid-May to
reassess the situation and make further decision regarding camp. You can find the summer camp schedule and registration
form online on bannerelkpresbyterian.org/preschool. We appreciate your understanding and patience as we work through
this difficult time.
Please join us for an end of school year celebration and graduation for our rising Kindergartners on WEDNESDAY MAY
20TH at 10:0AM. We will have a drive through celebration for all our preschool families, where they will drive around to
the back of the church to see all their teachers, receive some goodies and diplomas for their hard work. You can help us
celebrate by lining up your cars in the big/extended parking lot, with posters, party hats, party blowers etc, and we will have
our rising Kindergartners drive through the lot, feeling the love and celebration for them. If you wish to participate, please
make sure to be in the parking lot ready for our rising Kindergartners who will arrive at 10:30am. Please do not hesitate to
contact AC through phone or email if you have any questions or need more information.
AC Marriott, Director

Around the Church…..
Contrary to popular belief. Larry Zimmer
can slow down and quarantine!

Bob Pullease and Kenzie, registered golden
retriever, walk the park daily. Kenzie has
been sharing her retrieving talents and is
known as B.E. Park’s Bottle Retriever.
Kenzie was walking one day and noticed
that a little girl dropped her bottle of water.
Kenzie immediately dashed for the bottle,
picked it up, and returned it to the rightful
owner!!! Good Job, Kenzie!

Rob Clemmer stops by the
church office for a visit.

Janet Speer decorates the cross for Easter Day!
Great job, Janet. It looks beautiful!!!

Church Happenings
Calling All Shepherds

May Birthdays
1
2
4
4
6
6
7
9
10
12
13
13
15
16
21
22
24
25
25
26
26
28
28
28
28
28
30

Isabelle Garrett
Sara Cleary
Irv Fryberger
Debbie Strait
Mary Watts
Laddie Wigley
Tama Portaro
Alisa Ballard
Piper Henley
Jimmy Ennis, III
Murry Haber
Mary Chestnut Smith
Brandon Winfrey
Judy Hilsmier
Cas Vernon
Amy Anderson
Rebecca Koehn
Pat Polderman
Bob Tatje
Geana Welter
Rives Castleman
Jan Craig
Bill Dicks
Elizabeth Garrett
Annelise Haizlip
Mary Wigley
Dick Larson

Our flock needs tending in this desperate time of
social distancing. Please reach out to our sheep. We need
Shepherds for the months of June and July and September thru
December. Please find a partner and sign up for a month. The
notebooks and directions for using will be available at the
church to pick up. Thank you for caring for our congregation
and giving your blessed support during these trying times. You
play a special part in our ministry at all times with the people you touch just as you
would a family member, holding our church family
together. On behalf of everyone in our church, thank you and I pray God's
blessings for you as you carry on God's mission for the church as His hands and
arms and feet.
Deka Tate

Memorial Gifts
Banner Elk Presbyterian Church is blessed with
caring and thoughtful friends who respond
generously with donations for various needs and
memorial opportunities. We are also blessed to
have very competent oversight of funds through
the work of our Treasurer, Dorothy Pullease, and
Office Manager Dedy Traver.
In the event of a loved one’s passing, the family usually decides on a ministry or
mission for which they wish Memorial Gifts to be used. If there is no designation
or if the donor notes it is to go to the church, there is a process to move the funds.
After a six-month waiting period with no memorial gifts received with no
designation, Session is informed of this. It is then up to Session to make a
designation, or allow the money to go into the Banner Elk Presbyterian Church
Endowment Fund. In this way, all Memorial Gifts are used to benefit a mission
or ministry of our church. The Endowment Fund has been created to increase our
future financial gifts to the missions and ministries of Banner Elk Presbyterian
Church.
If you are helping someone (or yourself) plan for memorial gifts to Banner Elk
Presbyterian, it is most helpful that you note their (or your) choice of mission or
ministry to which the gifts are to go. If you have any questions about this
information on memorial gifts and donations, please contact Dorothy or Dedy

Nickel-A-Meal

April 2020 Financials
April 6, 2020 $7,319.00
April 14, 2020 $5,947.00
April 20, 2020 $5,573.00
April 27, 2020 $4,063.00
Total
$22,902.00

During this critical time with
COVID-19, the Nickel a Meal
Mission program is one way in
which PWNC can respond,
through over-and-above giving,
to the Biblical mandate to show compassion and
do justice for those in need. The program
provides an avenue for outreach and ministry
through which each member of Presbytery can
participate equally. The plan of Nickel a Meal is
very simple. Each person puts 5 cents (or more)
in a special bank for each meal he/she eats. This
amounts to $54.75 per person per year. The
money is sent to Presbytery, and twice a year the
Presbytery's Hunger Committee reviews grant
requests from regional ministries working with
those who are poor which meet Presbytery's
guidelines.

