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After the priests had assembled with the elders, they devised a plan to give a large sum of money to the soldiers,
telling them, “You must say, ‘His disciples came by night and stole him away while we were asleep.’ If this
comes to the governor’s ears, we will satisfy him and keep you out of trouble.” So they took the money and did as
they were directed. Matthew 28:12-15a (NRSV)

Office Hours: Monday - Thursday 8:30 am - 2:30 pm

Cancelling Easter (NOT!)
"Across Europe, Easter has been cancelled." A
theologically astute member sent me that statement
from an NBC news report for a chuckle. (Mission
accomplished, Claire.) It’s not “fake news” - more
like a bit of theological imprecision, which is not
surprising in this secular age when Easter as often
brings to mind sleeping late over spring break as
celebrating Jesus’ rising from the dead.
It’s been tried before, this cancelling Easter thing.
Matthew tells us that after the guards reported the
empty tomb to the authorities, they bought off the
guards with a big bribe and planted some real “fake
news” about body-snatching disciples. Apparently, the changed lives of the disciples and their incredibly
life-changing good news of Jesus’ resurrection proved more credible than a tale of grave-robbers.
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One word would have fixed the news report: services. “Across Europe, Easter services have been cancelled.” The
COVID-19 pandemic has cancelled lots of things, including Easter services. But nothing can cancel Easter!
As I read of rising numbers of deaths from the virus spreading across the globe, the fact that nothing can cancel
Easter is what gives peace to my spirit. Paul wrote to a church constantly on the edge of extinction:
Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will hardship, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness,
or peril, or sword? . . . No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. For I am
convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers,
nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ
Jesus our Lord. (Romans 8 35-39
With “social distancing”, we are physically separated from those we love, temporarily. But NOTHING, ever,
ever, ever, can separate us from God, whose love we see in Jesus is absolutely permanent. God’s love transcends
time, geography, physical condition, and life itself as we currently know it. Take that, Covid 19!
Session has voted to have an outdoor Easter service. We don’t see this as an act of civil disobedience; if the threat
level changes, the decision will be revisited. It just seemed important to observe the central event of our faith. We
are NOT urging the vulnerable to attend and a choice to stay away by anyone is not considered lacking in faith. If
you have any kind of symptoms, worship at home. The distancing rules are in place to protect the whole
community. We will ask people to keep recommended space between clumps of family groups even as we
worship together. Easter is definitely NOT CANCELLED!
Christ is risen, alleluia!
Christ is risen, indeed!
Peace†,

Around the Church...

Opportunities To Learn And Grow

A beautiful shot of the
re-furbished stained glass
windows in the BEPC sanctuary.
Thank you, Mark File, for
sharing this photo with us!

Prayer Ministry
The Prayer Ministry Team is comprised of dedicated, discerning individuals praying daily not
only for church and world-wide concerns, but also for every church member throughout the
year. Five family groups/individuals are selected from the church directory to be the focus of
weeklong prayer, ensuring that every congregant will be covered in prayer at some point over
the year. Any additional prayer concerns can be addressed by filling out a “prayer request “
card in the pew or an email to one of the team members. It is our hope to meet the prayer needs of
individuals and families of BEPC. Please keep the prayer ministry in your prayers as we
keep you in ours.
Emily Garrett

El Wilson

Jan Miller

Alice Johnson Chris Zimmer

“Hey this is great! I can have
church and stay in my
pajamas! AND drink coffee

Donna Bender Marsha Jones

Staying Connected - Virtual Church
Stephen Ministry
If you would like to know more about Stephen Ministry, we have a new link up on the church
website. It takes to you many individual videos from both the ministers and the people they
have helped. It is very inspiring viewing. Remember, if you are hurting, or know of
someone in the congregation who is, you might want to consider a Stephen Minister. If you
think a Stephen Minister can be of service, contact our pastor or Murry Haber or Janet Speer
(speerj@lmc.edu) or you can call the church office.

WHAT? Virtual Church? Watching church on the computer or tv?? Hey, not me - I ALWAYS attend
church - in person! Things certainly can change in a very short period of time, as we have found out!
With the pandemic COVID-19 spreading to all parts of the world, we are having to make changes in our
life styles. Fortunately, modern day technology is making it easier for church families to stay connected.
Because all church services and other related activities and events have been suspended due to the Coronavirus restrictions, Banner Elk Presbyterian Church has been able to provide Sunday sermons, and scripture readings.
We are also able to provide some music selections.
The video recordings of scripture readings and sermons by Rev. Deck Guess are available on the church
website at https://bannerelkpresbyterian.org/service-recordings/. Announcements and other information is
also available on the website.
The BEPC FaceBook page is also active with posts, music and other info - https://www.facebook.com/
bannerelkpresbyterian/

The Future of Sunday Brunches
For those of you who attended the Down Home Country Breakfast on March 8, which seems like a
long time ago, little did we know that we would not be sharing breakfast or anything else for that
matter.et us take time to remember each other’s smiling, friendly faces.
We went through the line of selections, sat across from one another, filled out questionnaires, and
proceed to the sanctuary, all the while taking for granted what had occurred. Some opted not to get
up extra early due to the time change, others just don’t “do breakfast”. This was an opportunity that we may not see for awhile.
I will attempt to name all those who made this breakfast possible, taking the chance that someone will be missed. If so, accept
my apology. Here goes: Alisa and Greg Ballard, Dan Akerblom, Susan Blalock, Jan Miller, Deka Tate, Joy Rimel, Martha
Misenheimer, Elaine Curtis, Donna and Steve Bender, Lisa Shook, and all those who prepared dishes as requested. Many
stepped up to clear the tables and assist in the kitchen. ROMEOS and JUIETS were honorary hosts and made sure to meet and
greet. An extra thank you to Chris Zimmer who always empties the dishwasher and puts all items away.
A special mention to Susan Carter, whose checkered tablecloths were once again put to good use. They are the magic fabric of
our lives, having served many occasions and countless machine washings. The colors and the flowers set out by Deka Tate
made for a memorable Second Sunday tradition, which we will remember as we look forward to future gatherings.
Until we meet again, and we will, many thanks to all who made this get together possible!
Luana Anderson, Co-Chairman
Fellowship and Nurture

Even though we are currently unable to meet in person on Sundays, stay connected using the website and
facebook page.

Here is the prayer that Rev. Dec. Guess used on Sunday March 22, 2020. There were several
requests for this to be printed.
Prayer for a Pandemic
May we who are merely inconvenienced
Remember those whose lives are at stake.

May we who have to cancel our trips
Remember those that have no place to go.

May we who have no risk factors
Remember those most vulnerable.

May we who are losing our margin money
in the tumult of the economic market
Remember those who have no margin at all.

May we who have the luxury of working from home
Remember those who must choose between preserving
their health or making their rent.
May we who have the flexibility to care for our children
when their schools close
Remember those who have no options.

May we who settle in for a quarantine at home
Remember those who have no home.
During this time when we cannot physically
wrap our arms around each other,
Let us yet find ways to be the loving embrace
of God to our neighbors. Amen.
Author Unknown

BEPC Preschool
Georgia Preschool Association Annual Conference
After preschool on Thursday March 5th, Ms. Britt, Ms. Martie, Ms. Lucy and I packed up one car and got on the road to
Atlanta, GA. We were all excited to attend the Georgia Preschool Association 2020 annual conference “Expanding Our
Horizons”. The conference provided staff training, as well as gathering of preschool professionals, to share ideas, techniques
and the importance of providing quality and developmentally appropriate education for young children. The conference offered
outstanding hands-on training that was provided by experienced keynote speakers and presenters who addressed various
interests and training requirements of teachers of young children. Many exhibitors represented all the latest teaching techniques
and materials for conference attendees to view, experience and purchase. The keynote speaker this year was Dr. Jean Feldman;
she continued to teach, motivate, and excite us to teach the children in fun educational ways.
Dr. Jean is one of the best educators/motivational speakers we’ve every heard and a legend in early childhood education. We
spent Friday and Saturday in the “classroom”, attending different sessions that we felt would benefit our children and interest.
When the day was over, we would gather for a nice meal and share our notes in excitement over what we had learned. It truly
was a wonderful training opportunity that sparked the light inside you. We had a great weekend, blessed with nice weather and
easy travels, and we came back with more energy and confidence of continuing to provide for the children enrolled in our
preschool program. Not only was it a good weekend of training, it also was a great opportunity for team building as we enjoyed
each other’s company day in and out. We are thankful for the church’s and preschool boards support being able to take
advantage of this professional training.
Please continue to pray for our preschool families so that we can return to our regular schedule once the concerns of the COVID
-19 virus subside. We are currently closed, following Avery County School schedule. We appreciate your understanding and
patience as we tackle these tough times.
A.C. Marriott, Director

You shall be called repairers of the breach
In Isaiah 58, God issues a call and a challenge - to love one another more deeply by sharing what we have with those in need.
Together, we become the household of God where those seeking shelter, food and renewed hope are welcome.
One Great Hour of Sharing (OGHS) is the single, largest way that Presbyterians join together to build God’s household to
ease the burdens of the vulnerable and suffering around the world, to be repairers of the breach. Gifts to OGHS help to
improve the lives of people in challenging situations through three impactful programs:
Presbyterian Disaster Assistance ~ Restorers of Streets to Live In
Works alongside communities as they recover and find hope after the devastation of natural or human-caused
disasters
Presbyterian Hunger Program ~ Share your Bread with the Hungry
Takes action to alleviate hunger and the systemic causes of poverty so all may be fed
Self-Development of People ~ Loose the Bonds of Injustice
Invests in communities responding to their experiences of racism, oppression, poverty and injustice and educates
Presbyterians about the impact of these societal ills.

NICKEL-A-MEAL HUNGER RELIEF OFFERING

Nickel-A-Meal is collected on the last Sunday of each month and is separate from the regular offering.
The name refers to the practice of placing a nickel in a container each time we sit down for a meal, as a
reminder that many go without food. Our offering is combined with other Presbyterian churches to
alleviate hunger nearby and throughout the globe. During this time that we are unable to meet on
Sundays for worship, please remember to send a check for this offering, along with your regular offering.

JULIETS

Congregational Care “You Are My Hands”
Within this Sessional committee there are many opportunities to serve our church family.
•
•
•
•
•

Partner with someone for one month to make calls, send cards to “shepherd” our church family
Meal Train calendar, if the need should arise
Prayer Team for congregation
Help with a reception for funerals or a “meet and greet” event”, when appropriate
Serve as a Stephen Minister

Deka would like to organize a Flower Committee. If you are interested, please contact Deka Tatel:
justdeka@skybest.com Telephone: 828-898-9203
For interest in Stephen Ministry contact Murry Haber at 919-523-3465
During this time of dealing with the COVID-19, take time to check on each other with a phone call! Stay Well!

JULIETS is a group of ladies who enjoy getting together once a month for lunch, fellowship and
other activities. We typically meet for lunch on the 2nd Wednesday of each month at noon, at a
predetermined restaurant. In Summer and Fall of 2020, we have several special outings planned which
will take the place of monthly lunch gatherings. Please see the listings below:
April 1st – Cancelled Due to Closing of Biltmore Estates House and Downton Abbey Exhibit
April 15th –Cancelled Due to Governor’s Executive Order in response to COVID-19
May 13th (tentative date) – Visit Marge Bailey & Phyllis Clemmer in Winston-Salem
On Hold until COVID-19 restrictions are lifted
June 26th –The Peppermill (lunch at noon in Abington, VA) and “The Charitable Sisterhood of the Second Trinity
Victory Church” production at Barter Theatre 2 pm.
July 10th - Picnic and Wine Tasting at Linville Falls Winery
August 14th – Lunch at noon in Abington, VA and “Winter Wheat” production at The Barter Theatre at 2 PM
If you would like to join us, please call the church office or email Alisa alisa@bannerelkpresbyterian.org
to RSVP for any of these activities.

News from Guatemala & Barbara Hosbein
Dearest Brothers and Sisters,
I'm writing from my new (temporary) abode in Daytona Beach, Florida at my daughter, Deb's home. Our
move to Ecuador is on hold, of course, but life here is good.
I know many of you wonder about our brothers and sisters in Guatemala. I have been in touch with Brother
Selvin Gonzalez by Whats App. He wrote:
"To date (March 25) there are 21 cases of COVID-19 in Guatemala. The government has invoked very
stringent shelter-in-place laws. Only one person can leave the home and only for buying food. If someone
is caught in public, they are taken to face a judge and fined. There are no social or church gatherings at all.
Everyone in the congregation is doing well and is praying for you. Most of the brothers and sisters are
worried about this illness, but we believe that with God's help and that of the authorities, we will be fine. Greetings to Banner Elk
Presbyterian. Take care of yourselves. I will let you know should something occur."
How comforting to know that we are sharing our love and concerns with Arca de Noé. Keep them in your prayers.
"Making the best of a bad situation" comes to mind. I guess you could say I'm making the best of a not bad situation. Like so
many, we don't leave the house except for food shopping. Deb's house is lovely with a great pool and deck. She and I make a
good team; I love to cook, so that's my job, while Deb doesn't mind cleaning up. I'm in charge of watering the plants and
yesterday while watering a hibiscus, I noticed the glistening droplets of water on the blossoms. I called Deb to come see and she
took a gorgeous photo. We set up a bird feeder for our enjoyment and soon found that keeping the squirrels away is the same in
Florida as in Banner Elk.
There are certainly worse circumstances in which I could find myself but I remain mindful of those whose situations are far
worse. Though it has been several months since I left, I have been thinking of you and our shared love in the Lord. I thank you
for the lovely lunch we shared before I left, and for the many beautiful cards and notes I received. I am particularly enjoying the
online messages from Deck, the emails from church and the newsletter, all of which keep me connected to each of you.

I join you in prayer and fellowship, albeit from afar. My best to all of you,
Barbara Hosbein
% Deb Bandy
1657 Cordova Ave.
Daytona Beach, Florida 32117-1708

Celebrating 100 Years!
One of our former members, Marietta Breidenthal, will be celebrating her one-hundredth birthday on
April 4. She has recently moved to a different section at Twin Lakes Healthcare Center where she has
lived for a number of years. Marietta’s daughters hope that church and community friends will send their
mom cards, maybe mentioning good times remembered.
Marietta and husband Ward were energetic leaders in all areas of BEPC for many years. Among other
things, she taught the adult Sunday school class, directed summer Bible school for children, led Presbyterian Women, youth groups and young women’s groups, worked with the Vietnamese “boat family” our
church helped sponsor, was instrumental in developing our newsletter, and was one of the founders of the
Comfort-Makers group. Ward and Marietta were known for their hospitality and hosted many fun-filled occasions at their
home where he played any song we could name on the organ or piano as the group sang, always trying to name a song Ward
didn’t know. Please remember to mail Marietta a happy birthday wish for April 4.
Marietta Breidenthal
Twin Lakes Healthcare, 3801 Wade Coble Drive, Room 227, Burlington, NC 27215

Feeding Avery Families Update
I’m somewhat unsure about how to even begin this update. Most of you, I imagine, heard Dr. Anthony Fauci’s rather grim forecast today. North Carolina is now in a “Stay in Place” order. So, where are we? We are
an “Essential Service”. That means that our volunteers and clients can visit us to deal with the distribution of
food. Thanks to Larry Zimmer, we now have a very official-looking document that provides us with proof
that we are engaging in essential services. You can get one from us at the center during any delivery or distribution. But that doesn’t deal with the frightening concerns everyone has, and which I fully understand. What are we, each of us, to do?
If you are terrified by this prospect; if you are immuno-compromised or have a chronic disease, stay home, and don’t feel
guilty. If you want to keep trying to reach out, join us. Wash your hands (The recommendation is 20 seconds in warm, soapy
water, - make it a slow count to thirty.). Wear gloves – We have them. Overcome your natural social graces, and stay away
from your friends. Don’t shake their hands or hug them. If you wish, wear a mask – We have them. Please, pray for all of us
and all of our clients. We are a powerful praying block.
We served 148 families, but we also gave out 30 emergency food boxes. My guess is that we will be serving over 200 families
per week as we move forward. We will find the funds. MANNA has food. If some of you are willing to continue coming, we
will continue to serve. I am looking to our friends who are school teachers, our partners at the “Y”, perhaps some of our students
and young people, now out of work, many of whom have volunteered to help.
What I do know is that we have the most extraordinary support group in the world. It is very humbling for me to be able to
marshal the force that you all represent. God bless you all. And thank you. Dick Larson

One Anothering
Thoughts of Songs from Brighter Times
In the relatively short time we have not been able to come together as a choir (or congregation), it seems that I appreciate each of you and your contribution even more.
For those of us who consider music an "essential" of life, it seems as though we are
missing a part of ourselves. Sometimes it helps to "hum" parts of melodies such as
"How Can I Keep from Singing" or " Lord, Listen to Your Children
Praying".
Even though we can't meet at the moment to sing and learn, it is important that we keep
a "Song in our Heart" for ourselves and others. In order to stay safe and well, it seems we must continue to live separate lives for the moment, which will make our reuniting even better.
Deck has helped us stay united as a congregation by his thoughtful messages and scripture readings; hopefully, we can
come together on Easter Sunday (April 12) outside to rejoice in our living Lord with word and song.
Stay well!
Diane Rydell

Small Groups for Women Plans for the small group gatherings have changed, but
we still want to know if you are interested in being part of this exciting communitybuilding study, based on the book
One Anothering by Richard C. Meyer. Women in the church and
.
community
are invited to become part of a small group of 6 - 8 folks that will focus on
the different “one anothering” passages from the New Testament (i.e. love one another, pray for one another, hold one another
up, bear one another’s burdens....) while at the same time getting to know the other members of the small group in a significant
way.
The groups will meet weekly for two hours each session and will run for eight weeks. Involvement will require that members
make weekly participation a high priority and commit to confidentiality about things shared within the group. There will be an
opportunity to study Scripture together, pray for and with one another, and share pieces of our personal stories and challenges
with the group.
The number of women who sign up will determine the number of small groups that are formed. Meeting times will be
determined once groups are created, but there will likely be a morning group (10 a.m. - noon) and/or an afternoon group
(2 p.m. - 4 p.m.). An evening group could be formed if numbers and interest make it feasible. If you are interested in being
part of one of these groups, please contact Alisa alisa@bannerelkpresbyterian.org 828-898-5406 at the church office and let
her know your preference of a morning, afternoon, or evening meeting time. Please respond by April 14, so that we can start
planning for this study. Hopefully, we can begin meetings in late May or perhaps in the fall, depending on recommendations in
health and safety directives.

From the Middle Pews
Another Successful Preschool Book Fair and Pancake Supper!
Thank you to everyone who came to support the Scholastic Book Fair. We had a very
successful fair and are able to get $700.00 scholastic dollars back that we can use for
materials and supplies for the preschool program! Special thank you to Ms Cathy and Mr.
Ed and everyone who made the pancake supper evening a success. It is always a fun
evening with our preschool families, church members and community friends.

God and Crazy People
Do you ever have doubts about your faith and God’s forgiveness? If so, do not feel like the Lone
Ranger, and ‘do not let your heart be troubled’ (John 14). Even Moses, who ‘spoke to God in
person’ (Exodus 34), ‘had doubts about God’ (Numbers 11). -- The great theologian, Martin Luther,
said ‘only God and certain crazy people have no doubts. – John Calvin, one of our Presbyterian
forefathers, said, ‘doubting your faith is something to expect; it is a part of the faith experience,
unbelief is in all men’. – Charles Spurgeon, considered one of the greatest preachers of all-time,
confessed that ‘at times I have doubted my Savior’s blood, and my Father’s love’. – Mother Teresa, in writings printed after her
death, recorded what she called her personal hypocrisy and doubts about her faith; she said the place of God in her soul was
blank and that she frequently lost the will to pray. – Even John the Baptist, the one who baptized Jesus, had doubts.
But how do we minimize our doubts about our faith and God’s forgiveness? The Apostle Paul said ‘the best way is to listen to
the message (and read it), which comes from the Word of the Lord’ (Romans 10:17). Later, Reverend Spurgeon’s advice was,
‘cast the burden of the present, the sins of the past, and the fears of the future on God, and God will restore you’. And
fortunately for us, Jesus said ‘faith as little as a mustard seed will be enough’ (Matthew 17:20).
Part of God’s amazing news is that He loves us on our good days as much as He loves us on our bad days, and “the Lord’s
faithful love never ends” (Lamentations 3:22). Because of that and because of what Jesus did for us on the cross, we ARE
forgiven.

Church Giving
Our church expenses and mission commitments continue during these turbulent times. In fact, the need for financial support of
many of our missions has increased. We understand that some of us may be unable to meet our church support and pledge commitments due to financial uncertainty. However, many of us are able to continue making contributions to the church but the routine of doing so may be upset as Sunday morning services are suspended.
Here are ways that you can easily continue your financial support of Banner Elk Presbyterian
Church.
1. Mail a check. As always, you can simply write out a check and mail it to:
Banner Elk Presbyterian Church
P.O. Box 158
Banner Elk, NC 28604
We are unable to confirm receipt of each individual check, but you will receive your usual
statement every quarter and, of course, you receive a copy of the canceled check from your bank.
2. Bank Bill Payer. Almost all banks offer bill payer service with their accounts. If you already pay some of your bills this
way, it is easy to add Banner Elk Presbyterian Church to your list of payees. When queried, use the address above and the telephone number 828-898-5406.
You can use this service to make a one-time contribution from your checking or savings account, or you can schedule payments,
so that your contributions are made on a regular basis weekly or monthly.
For most banks, this service is totally free. You save the expense of a stamp, and you do not need to write out a check.
If you are not using your bank’s bill payer service and you need assistance setting it up, contact your bank.
3. Give online (coming soon). We are working on adding to our church website the capability of making a contribution by
credit card or bank transfer. This should be available in a few weeks. We will let everyone know when it is up and running.
4. Gift of Assets. If you have stocks, bonds, precious metals, vehicles or any other assets that you would like to donate, please
contact Dedy in our church office 828-898-5406.
5. Planned Giving. If you would like to gift life insurance, retirement assets, bequests, or trusts, please contact Jim Swinkola at
828-898-3289.

Comfort Makers
April Dedication - to our world
and Banner Elk Presbyterian Church Congregation
The Comfort Makers joyously dedicate their April comforter to our world. Martha Burns designed a beautiful Asian
lap blanket and we present it this month as a prayer for us and our global friends who are experiencing this pandemic.
We know that many are suffering, and our beautiful blanket reminds us that comfort can be found in the hands of
kindness. God bless us all.

Church Happenings
COVID-19: CHOICES YOU CAN MAKE TO STAY EMOTIONALLY HEALTHY
Pay Attention to Your Body and Your Emotions
It’s natural to experience stress and anxiety in the face of a threat we cannot control. Notice what your body and emotions
are telling you:
•Listen to your emotions, noticing any anxiety, sadness, anger or detachment
•Listen to your body, noticing change in appetite, new aches and pains, or feeling particularly hot or cool; and
•Pause to care for your body and mind. If you become unable to manage or function well, seek assistance of a professional.
Remember our Stephen Ministers are here to (confidentially) support and assist you. You can call the church office
828-898-5406 and once the message begins press 31 to reach their voice mailbox. Only Stephen Ministers have
access to this voice mailbox.
Embrace Best Health Practices
Though there’s much about the COVID-19 outbreak over which you have no control, The Center for Disease Control
suggests these practices to stay safe:
•Avoid close contact with people who are sick
•Avoid touching your eyes, nose and mouth
•Stay home when you are sick
•Cover your cough or sneeze with a tissue, then throw the tissue in the trash
•Clean and disinfect frequently touching objects and surfaces using a regular household cleaning spray
•Wash your hands often with soap and water for at least 20 seconds
DIY Disinfecting Spray Cleaner (use a glass spray bottle)
1 1/4 cups water.
1/4 cup white vinegar.
1/4 cup vodka (excellent germ-killing properties – you can substitute rubbing alcohol)
15 drops essential oil – peppermint + lemon OR lavender + lemon are great in this recipe.

Access Reliable Resources
You can choose how you will receive and consume information about the outbreak. Two reliable sources for health news
include the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention and World Health Organization. Also, if you become consumed by
breaking news about the spread of COVID-19, you can also choose to step away from media reports for a time.
Another way to care for yourself is to care for others by sharing the best information you’ve discovered. When you find a
reputable resource that’s particularly helpful, share it with a loved one.
Practice Self-Care
During a stressful season or situation:
•Maintain your normal routines
•Connect with family and friends by telephone, or video chat
•Eat well
•Stay active
•Get adequate rest
•Do enjoyable activities
•Employ coping skills that nurture your spirit, like mindfulness exercises or prayer
Support Each Other
We aren’t created to go through extreme stress alone, so this is also a time as part of God’s family to care for each other.
Here are two questions to keep asking yourself:
•What opportunities do I have to help others?
•What is overwhelming right now that I should ask someone for help with?

Resource: wheaton.edu and psychologytoday.com

Mayland Fellowship

April Birthdays
1
2
3
3
3
4
5
5
11
12
12
13
15
17
18
20
22
23
23
23
23
24
27
29
29
30

Rad Moeller
Jane Stephenson
Betty Scipione
Cody Shook
Deka Tate
Caitlin Vernon
Matthew Wimberly
David Tate
Carolyn Jones
Fiona Causby
Jerry Olsen
Mark Polderman
Bud Hahn
Jesse Vergara
Harold Durham
Nancy Dosher
Wendy Moeller
Davis Taylor
Pat Samples
Larry Weed
Becky Wheeler
Larry Kennedy
Trish Dethlefs
Katy Fletcher
Sallie Prince
Donna Dicks

The Mayland Fellowship Holy Week Services that were scheduled
for April 5-8 in Spruce Pine have been cancelled due to the
COVID-19.

A Word from Presbytery
As we are all still navigating the unchartered waters
of COVID-19, the following information is shared in
hopes to do our part in staying connectional while
social distancing and hopefully flattening the curve
of this dreaded disease. Please feel free to share this
important information with others:
•

General Council has decided to postpone the April 28th meeting of
Presbytery in Montreat to a date yet to be determined.

•

The Camp Grier Adventure Day for youth, which was scheduled for
Saturday, April 25th, has also been postponed to a date yet to be
determined.

•

Please, please encourage your membership to participate in Nickel a
Meal. We are seeing a substantial increase in Hunger Grant applications
due to the current pandemic. The deadline for those seeking Nickel a
Meal funding is April 1st.
Everyone stay well and let us know how we can support you during this
unprecedented time. Peace and blessings! Your PWNC Staff
A Prayer from Bishop Steven Charleston
“God has delivered us from such a deadly peril, and he will deliver us again. On
him we have set our hope that he will continue to deliver us, as you help us by your
prayers.” 2 Corinthians 1:10-11 (NIV)
A new coronavirus disease is spreading rapidly around the world, officially
declared a pandemic by the World Health Organization on March 11. As Christians,
we turn to God in times of fear and uncertainty as we do in times of
joy and celebration. Please join us as we pray for God’s heart of love, mercy, and
truth to dwell in us and show us how to face the challenges posed by the new
coronavirus. Below is a prayer from Bishop Steven Charleston, a Native
American Choctaw Indian.

The Prayer
Jesus, during Your ministry on Earth You showed Your power and caring by healing people of all ages and stations of life
from physical, mental, and spiritual ailments. Be present now to people who need Your loving touch because of COVID-19.
May they feel Your power of healing through the care of doctors and nurses.
Take away the fear, anxiety, and feelings of isolation from people receiving treatment or under quarantine. Give them a sense
of purpose in pursuing health and protecting others from exposure to the disease. Protect their families and friends and bring
peace to all who love them. We lift to You our concern for people who are more likely than others to become
severely ill from COVID-19 – the elderly and people with chronic health conditions. Protect them from harm and be their
comfort in this time of uncertainty.
Father, we seek Your wisdom daily. Be with people making decisions that affect the lives and futures of our families,
communities, countries, and the wider world. Inspire and invigorate people developing better tests to diagnose the virus,
vaccines to prevent it, and protocols and communication to eliminate the disease’s spread. May truth and empathy be the
touchstones of people. In Christ’s name we pray. Amen.

