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CELEBRATION OF THE LORD'S DAY
Palm/Passion Sunday

April 5, 2020

Welcome to the house of the Lord. You are encouraged in our time before worship begins to greet friends and
to meet the people seated around you, making all people feel welcome in the house of the Lord.

(Please silence your cell phones during worship.)
PRELUDE
CHORAL CALL
CALL TO WORSHIP
Leader: When they had come near Jerusalem and had
reached Bethphage, at the Mount of Olives, Jesus
sent two disciples, saying to them, “Go into the
village ahead of you, and immediately you will find
a donkey tied, and a colt with her; untie them and
bring them to me.
People: This took place to fulfill what had been
spoken through the prophet, saying, "Tell the
daughter of Zion, Look, your king is coming
to you, humble, and mounted on a donkey,
and on a colt, the foal of a donkey."
Leader: The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed
them; they brought the donkey and the colt, and
put their cloaks on them, and he sat on them. A
very large crowd spread their cloaks on the road,
and others cut branches from the trees and spread
them on the road.
People: The crowds that went ahead of him and that
followed were shouting, "Hosanna to the Son
of David! Blessed is the one who comes in the
name of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest
heaven!"
Leader: When he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was in
turmoil, asking, “Who is this?"
People: The crowds were saying, “This is the prophet
Jesus from Nazareth in Galilee."
All:
Let us worship God

from Matthew 21

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed
under CC BY-SA-NC

*HYMN # 197
1

Hosanna, Loud Hosanna
Hosanna, loud hosanna,
the little children sang;
through pillared court and temple
the joyful anthem rang.
To Jesus, who had blessed them,
close folded to his breast,
the children sang their praises,
the simplest and the best.

2

From Olivet they followed
’mid an exultant crowd,
the victor palm branch waving,
and chanting clear and loud;
the Lord of earth and heaven
rode on in lowly state,
nor scorned that little children
should on his bidding wait.

3

“Hosanna in the highest!”
That ancient song we sing,
for Christ is our Redeemer;
the Lord of heaven, our King.
O may we ever praise him
with heart and life and voice,
and in his blissful presence
eternally rejoice.

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (praying in unison)
God of great mercy,
we confess that we have sinned
against you often.
We greet you with praise,
then we abandon you in peril.
We welcome you with songs,
then we forsake you in suffering.
Forgive us, by your steadfast love.
Create a clean heart within us,
teach us your holy way,
and restore the joy of salvation;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
(A moment of silent, personal confession.)

ELLACOMBE

RESPONSE (all sing)
Spirit of the living God
fall afresh on me.
Spirit of the living God
fall afresh on me.
Melt me; mold me;
fill me; use me.
Spirit of the living God
fall afresh on me.
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Hymnal # 288

DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS
Leader: Your God has come to you,
humble, in the form of a slave,
to free you from the weight of sin and death.
Jesus’ obedient suffering has released you.
Your sins are forgiven,
in the name of the one who is exalted
beyond what we can comprehend:
Christ, our Savior and Lord.
People: In Jesus Christ we are forgiven, made whole,
and set free to live a new life in him.
Thanks be to God!

WE ENGAGE THE WORD
ANTHEM

With a Voice of Singing

Martin Shaw

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
READING FROM NEW TESTAMENT
Leader: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.
SERMON

“The Brightness of a Falling Star”

WE RESPOND TO THE WORD
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done

Philippians 2:5-11
(New Revised Standard Version.)

Rev. Guess

on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our debts,
as we forgive our debtors;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever. Amen.
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (unison)

Hymnal page 35

The Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
Maker of heaven and earth;
and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, dead, and buried;
he descended into hell;
the third day he rose again from the dead;
he ascended into heaven,
and sitteth on the right hand
of God the Father Almighty;
from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Ghost,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
*HYMN # 221

O Sacred Head, Now Wounded
1 O sacred head, now wounded,
with grief and shame weighed down;
now scornfully surrounded
with thorns, thine only crown;
O sacred head, what glory,
what bliss till now was thine!
Yet, though despised and gory,
I joy to call thee mine.

PASSION CHORALE

2

What thou, my Lord, hast suffered
was all for sinners’ gain:
mine, mine was the transgression,
but thine the deadly pain.
Lo, here I fall, my Savior!
’Tis I deserve thy place;
look on me with thy favor,
and grant to me thy grace.

3

What language shall I borrow
to thank thee, dearest friend,
for this thy dying sorrow,
thy pity without end?
O make me thine forever;
and should I fainting be,
Lord, let me never, never
outlive my love to thee.

RETURNING GOD’S TITHE AND GIVING OF OUR ABUNDANCE
Offertory
*DOXOLOGY

Hymnal page 606
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost!

*PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND DEDICATION
God of all good gifts,
we thank you for showing us how to care for each other.
May these gifts lead to great feasting
for those who have no banquets set before them.
May these gifts build shelters and places of prayer
for those who are homeless.
May these gifts proclaim your desire
that all your creation live in peace.
Give us grateful hearts, O God,
in the name of the one who came to draw all people to himself,
Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.
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*HYMN # 216
1

Beneath the Cross of Jesus
Beneath the cross of Jesus
I fain would take my stand,
the shadow of a mighty rock
within a weary land;
a home within the wilderness,
a rest upon the way,
from the burning of the noontide heat,
and the burden of the day.

ST. CHRISTOPHER

2

Upon the cross of Jesus
mine eye at times can see
the very dying form of One
who suffered there for me;
and from my stricken heart with tears
two wonders I confess:
the wonders of redeeming love
and my unworthiness.

3

I take, O cross, thy shadow
for my abiding place;
I ask no other sunshine than
the sunshine of his face;
content to let the world go by,
to know no gain or loss,
my sinful self my only shame,
my glory all the cross

*BENEDICTION
Go in peace, assured of Godʼs presence with you,
with the mind of Christ Jesus as your path and guide,
and the constant companionship of the Holy Spirit.
*CHORAL BENEDICTION
*POSTLUDE
*Congregation please stand, if able

Liturgical Color: Purple

Scripture readings for the 6th Sunday in Lent
Liturgy of the Palms:
Psalm 118:1–2, 19–29
Liturgy of the Passion:
Isaiah 50: 4–9a
Psalm 31: 9–16

Matthew 21:1–11
Philippians 2: 5–11
Matthew 26: 14–27: 66
or Matthew 27: 11– 54

Questions for Reflection
As this week unfolds, spend some time each day pondering the mind of Christ. What is the shape of his compassion?
Describe the image of such great love. Finally, what does it feel like, physically, to be so utterly cared for?
Household Prayer: Morning
I rise, O God,
awakened by your Word,
to live another day.
Lead me in your path.
Show me the steps
to take toward greater faith.
Hold me in your care as I move
through this Holy Week
where the shadows deepen
even in the daylight.
Hosanna! Save me now,
dear God! Amen.

Household Prayer: Evening
I come to the darkness
of night, O God,
tired and ready for
a sweet respite in your care.
Keep me safe from all harm,
and bring me to the morning
light with renewed strength.
In Jesus’ holy name, I pray.
Amen

Portions of this service and the reflection/household prayers are from Feasting on the Word Worship Companion: Liturgies for
Year A, Volume 1 © 2013 Westminster John Knox Press. Used by permission

Our Prayers

“O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; his steadfast love endures forever! Let Israel say, ‘His steadfast love endures
forever.’ Let the house of Aaron say, ‘His steadfast love endures forever.’ Let those who fear the Lord say, ‘His steadfast
love endures forever.’ Out of my distress I called on the Lord; the Lord answered me and set me in a broad place. With
the Lord on my side I do not fear. What can mortals do to me?” Psalm 118
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Sandy Bishop Studemire as she mourns the death of her husband, Stuart on March 29th
The family of Verleen Gregory as they mourn the death of Verleen on March 27
Allen Speer's mother Frieda, recovering from a fall, at home with Allen.
Bill Tate at home with Hospice
Sharon Haber awaiting biopsy results
Marianne Gore and family as they mourn the death of Grover Gore March 3
Bob Tatje recovering from surgery
Eddie Fletcher (Katy Fletcher’s son) diagnosed with cancer
Karen Avery (Katy Fletcher’s daughter) diagnosed with breast cancer
Ashley Smith recovering from surgery
Ben Garris with health concerns
Debi Tornow with health issues
Tommy Humphrey (Marsha McManus’s brother) who has leukemia
Those who are home-bound or in assisted living: John Balmer, Lee Councill,
Irv Fryberger, Marianne Gore, Larry Kennedy, Jean Russell
Our partner institutions: Arca de Noé (partner church in Guatemala), Lees-McRae College,
Grandfather Home for Children (CHA), Cannon Memorial Hospital
Hui and Gordon Causby, teachers in China
Hebron Colony & Bethel Colony ministries
Volunteer Avery
Those with health concerns: Bob Anderson, George Conklin, Erika Deal , Bobby Jennings,
Libby McGowan, E.C. Newman, Roxanna Nicholes, Charles Saunders, Tommy Thompson,
Carolyn West, Jeremiah West, Bill Wilson.

If you have a prayer concern to include in the bulletin, please communicate it to the church office,
preferably via email, by no later than first thing Thursday morning. Always check to ensure the person
being considered approves of the inclusion in the bulletin. The pastor will also receive additional
prayer concerns before worship each Sunday; please write them legibly on paper and hand to him, or
place on the pulpit

Want to receive our church newsletter and/or weekly updates on events and prayer
concerns? You may email the church office at office@bannerelkpresbyterian.org or call the church
office at 828-898-5406. We can put you on the mailing list for newsletters and add you to the email
list for weekly updates on events and activities.
Recordings of worship services and other useful information can be on the church web site at
www.bannerelkpresbyterian.org.
found on the church web site
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