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It’s almost embarrassing. A minister, preaching non-commercialism and a back-to-the-basics message of the meaning of
Christmas, has a Christmas tree with presents piled higher than the tree!!! I could say it is a miniature tree. Well, there are
four children. And now in-laws. And a grandbaby. What if I said that some of it is treats for the dogs that we would buy
anyway? Or that some of it is for other distant family that won’t be delivered until later? What if I told you that a lot of it
comes from Goodwill and other secondhand stores? (True.) What if a lot of it comes from giveaway table-bait from
conferences that I attend? (Also true—something of a running gag with the kids.) What if I told you that some of it comes
from the Heifer Project or the Presbyterian Gift Catalog? (We’re trying!)
We do enjoy dragging it out, watching each person open one present at a time. Is it funny? Is it practical? Is it whimsical?
What is the look on the receiver’s face? What will they do with it? Excessive though it may be, I am able to draw some
parallels to how God lavishes gifts on the church through all of its people.
Often, when churches begin the search for a new pastor, it begins with a “mission study.” This is a good thing: it asks
people to be in prayer about the kind of work God has in mind for the church. Frequently, our ideas about what God has in
mind are rather all-encompassing, like what the Book of Order describes as “The Great Ends of the Church (F-.0304).”
Worthy goals for the whole church, no doubt. But is it reasonable to think that any congregation can pull off all of those
well?

CHURCH LEADERSHIP & STAFF
Moderator: Rev. Deck Guess
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Class 2019
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Personnel
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Worship
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Class 2021
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Building & Grounds
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SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICES
9:30 am Adult Sunday School
10:00 am Preschool Sunday School & Youth
11:00 am Worship - traditional

In his letter to the congregation in Corinth, Paul speaks of “spiritual gifts.” There are all kinds of them. They are given to
individual people, but they are for the common good—for the whole church, for the whole community the church is called
to serve. Paul compares the church to a body which has lots of different “parts.” Separately, they aren’t much good;
together they make a whole person, alive and functional.
It occurs to me that if the mission study helps us see the big picture, a look at the gifts that are actually present among us can
help refine a church’s particular mission. Every gift is important to the life of the body, for the common good that God
envisions for God’s purposes in every church in every community.
Sometimes the “macro” approach of what is important for the whole church to do creates frustration in congregations. The
gifts present among the members are geared to specific ministries of a particular time and place, but churches often are
tempted to squeeze people into roles not suited for their gifts because those roles have been important in the past. Funny
thing about spiritual gifts—if the task fits your gift, it never feels like work! The thought of organizing a project may bring
terror to one person but be something that gives satisfaction to another. Working with teens may bring dread to one and joy
to another. An assessment of gifts that are available in the congregation now can help us see more specifically what God
has in mind. It can point to things that may need to be dropped in order to channel spiritual energy in a different direction.
It’s NOT a sin to drop something if the gifts to do it aren’t there. (Hint: if the enthusiasm is not there, the gifts may not be
either.)
Next month there will be an article in the newsletter that outlines the various ministries of the church. We hope that you will
look at it and see where YOUR gifts fit. Let the leader of that effort know that you are available to help! If you have gifts
that DON’T seem to fit, it is even more important to let someone on the session know. That could be an important clue to
God’s desire for a shift in direction. Some of you may be confident of your gifts. Some may not—and even be afraid that
you don’t have any. Not so! Your friends may be able to see them better than you. Ask them. There are also inventories
available to help you discover them. If you need help, let me know. I can offer a class or work one on one if there is
interest.
In this transition it is important to look at the gifts God has lavished upon us to the extreme! What are yours? How do they
reinforce the current direction or point to another one?
Happy New Year!
Peace, Deck

Opportunities To Learn And Grow
Faith Seekers’ Class - 9:30am Room 215
About the Faith Seekers’ Class: Explore various issues, using music, video and conversation.
Money: Receives an offering for good causes and needs
Faith Seekers is an adult Sunday School class that meets to discuss many topics of faith; Bible studies,
book studies and special studies on the arts, Christian Apologetics and the like.
January 5: Dr. Murry Haber: The Prodigal Son
January 12:
January 15: Steve Bender – Sunday’s lectionary
January 26: Steve Bender – Sunday’s lectionary

An Opportunity to Write to Your Scholarship Child
A group from our Presbytery is going to Guatemala in January and can take letters and cards from BEPC to
Arca de Noé. I will be more than happy to translate your message to your new friend. Here is how we can
accomplish this: If you wish to send a letter, write it in English and send it to me at my new email address,
bandb1977@gmail.com. I will translate it and send it back to you via email. Then insert the translation with
your English message in a card or letter and either mail or deliver it to church.. I MUST have the letter to be
translated NO LATER than January 5th and the completed card or letter MUST be at the church NO LATER than January
15th. Dedy will mail the packet of cards and letters on January 16th to the person taking the letters down with them. The
group departs January 21st for Guatemala. To stay in touch with those whom we are supporting is such an important part of
our ministry. They love to hear from you and look forward to receiving your greetings. Just knowing that you care and are
there for them is a blessing, as it is to us. So please, take a minute to write a note of encouragement to your child or young
person in Morelia. The little things we do can make a difference in a life.
From off the Atlantic coast of Morocco, Barbara Hosbein

Banner Elk Presbyterian Church Preschool
Taking Down the Greens
We will be removing the Christmas greenery from the sanctuary on
Friday, January 3, 2020 at 10:00 AM. Please come join us - many hands make
light work!
Come help pack away the Christmas decorations for another year.

Walking with Shadows

During the month of December, our preschool children learned more about holidays around the world. We discussed the
meaning of Kwanzaa, learned about Hanukkah, made wreath crowns like Santa Lucia in Sweden and emphasized the true
meaning of Christmas. The teachers have been running an Elf business with all the children preparing crafts for the parents
while singing our favorite Christmas songs, and on the very last day of school, Santa Claus came to visit. Each child received
a wrapped present and got a moment to tell Santa what they wanted for Christmas. It is a busy but very special time of the
year! The teachers and I are so blessed to be a part of this wonderful ministry that our church provides. Now we look forward
to a new year with freshly painted and organized classrooms. Our first day back is Tuesday, January 7, 2020. We hope you
had a wonderful holiday with family and friends. Happy New Year from your B
EPC Preschool Staff!
AC Marriott

Walking with Shadows is a support group that meets to discuss, share resources, and discover
new ways of coping with family and friends with mental challenges. The group meets the second
Monday of each month at 7pm in the Margaret Tate Parlor. An important part of our group is to
find ways that members can place themselves in a healthy mental state so they can better serve their
loved one. Any further questions may be directed to Janet Speer speerj@lmc.edu. The next meeting
will be January 13th.

Few New Year’s Resolution Suggestions for Our Church Family
Help our visitors feel welcome! If you see someone you don’t know, greet them with a warm smile.
Find out a little about them and make them feel special. Nothing turns people off more than to visit a
church and be ignored. Better to be welcomed too many times than not at all!
Turn in newsletter articles in a timely manner,so that our hard-working Dedy can draft, print and mail
the newsletter by the end of each month. PLEASE, try to avoid last minute “Oh, I forgot…could you
run this?” If you have a regular monthly submission, please have it to Dedy at least one week before
the last day of the month. The last Thursdays of the month are particularly hard because Sunday’s bulletins are also created and printed.

Hanging of the Greens 2019

When you bring items to donate to RAM or Yellow Mountain, PLEASE put things in bags or boxes. Several times recently, items have just been dumped loosely in the wooden box outside the office.This makes the job much harder for those
who transport our donations to RAM and The Treasure Box thrift shops.
If you notice something that needs attention in the building, please report it to the office or Larry Zimmer so that it can be
addressed. A “Clerk of the Works” notebook is in the office area for anyone to note the issue…Larry will take it from
there. If supplies are running low (kitchen items, paper towels, etc.), please leave a note for Dedy. The “Quill ordering
queen” (aka Dedy) will take care of that!
Express your appreciation to the many people who work both front and center as well as behind the scenes to make our
church run smoothly. It only takes a few minutes to make a phone call or to send an e-mail, a text, or a note to express
your thanks. This small act can make others feel noticed and appreciated.

Here is a real special photo!
Several generations of the Tate Family!
Madison Parker, Angela Tuck, Melissa Parker, Susan Tate Carter

Avery Project Christmas
The news from Avery Project Christmas is that all referrals were filled this year! In early November,
when information was received that a previously active resource would not be available this year, there
was great concern for the children and families of Avery County. Many people went into action
resulting in a full Christmas Store on December 3rd and 4th. A critical situation was presented, and the
need was met, thanks to the generosity of so many.
Janet Millsaps, Director of Reaching Avery Ministry stated they had never before served this number
of children! The parents, of the more than 425 children, were able to come to the Christmas Store and
choose gifts for their children. These families expressed their thanks and appreciation to all the agencies and people who
assisted in this ministry. Janet Millsaps also reported that, “We had one of the best years ever, with such quality gifts for the
children. Also, the store had the largest number of volunteers assisting the families as they shopped for their children. “ After
the store closed, schools and agencies referred several families who were still in need. And again, the unexpected need was
met when new folks offered assistance to families.
Remembering the concern from early November, the success of the 2019 Christmas Store is reason for great thanksgiving.
We are blessed to bel able to help!

January Dedication - Bob & Angela Todd
The Comfort Makers joyously dedicate their
January comforter to Bob and Angela Todd.
Bob, an Airforce officer, made it possible for the
couple to travel for many years, from Alaska to
England to Korea. While in Korea, they adopted
two children. After retirement from military, they
moved to Raleigh, but Plumtree was always
home to Angela so they decided to return to her
roots. (She was born in Grace hospital in Banner
Elk!) When they came back to the mountains, it
was an easy decision to join us as members. They particularly were drawn to our
beautiful music. One can always count on Angela for soups, Thanksgiving
boxes and ushering, and Bob is now on session, chairing the Building and Ground Committee. We are fortunate indeed that
these two fine people chose us as their church home. The comforter this month is a bright and cheerful “crazy quilt,” designed
by Mae Weed.

Stephen Ministry
Make New Friends…But Keep the Old….
Every article we read about promoting good health in “older people,” lists volunteering as
a top priority - donating part of our time and diminishing energy to assist causes we
believe in. Tony and I have loved the various venues of volunteering we’ve been
involved with since we retired almost 20 years ago. And maybe our small efforts to help
with such things as Habitat, disaster relief and Feeding Avery Families have “boosted our cognitive skills” and “broadened our
interests” as articles suggest but we’ve found another unexpected reward from these pursuits.
We have made some of the neatest new friends! We’ve found that the folks who volunteer are people who have counted their
blessings and want to give back - or “pay it forward”, as the saying goes. Some of our fellow volunteers are even older than we
are (and we are both 81-years-old). Many volunteers we talk to will quietly admit to having heath issues or to be dealing with
some type of sadness or life adjustment - and they’ve made the conscious decision to get involved in some entity bigger and
more far-reaching than their own struggles. Others just help for the sheer pleasure of service.

For a number of years we’ve enjoyed working with our local food assistance program, Feeding Avery Families. As we
distribute food and interact with clients in this program each week, we are amazed not only at the generosity of help this service
offers to folks who can use a little food assistance, but we realize again and again the scope of work provided by volunteers to
make such a far-reaching program help meet needs of people in our area. Whether it’s unloading trucks of food, collecting
empty boxes and supplies, transporting donations from grocery stores, stocking shelves and organizing available items, sorting
produce, entering client information into computers, packing food to be available for school kids, keeping the facility clean and
with heat, plumbing, and all that’s necessary to make a comfortable environment for the program… and on and on the list of
volunteer responsibilities continues.
And as volunteers work, often huffing and puffing in the hustle-bustle of never-ending tasks, they find time to laugh and chat
with diverse new friends. Each week as I observe the food distribution in progress, I’m struck again by the enjoyment among
the volunteers as they welcome food-recipients who respond with smiles and appreciation and friendship to these caring people
who give time to help them.
And even as Tony and I are thinking of our own blessings, we often mention the sadness of having lost so many of our
long-time, irreplaceable friends and people we loved - and who loved us. But we are mindful and thankful for the more recent
people, many of whom volunteer with us, who are continuing to bless our lives with friendship - old and new friends: “some are
silver and others gold.”
~~ Claire Fortune

If you are hurting, or know of someone in the congregation who is, you might want to consider a Stephen Minister. Our ministers are trained to work with those who have been through difficult times; divorce, loss of a
family member, financial loss and the like. At present, Stephen Ministers are only working with members and
visitors to our church but hoping to expand to the community as the program grows. All information is kept
confidential. If you think a Stephen Minister can be of service, contact our pastor, Deck Guess, Murry Haber,
or Janet Speer (speerj@lmc.edu). You may also call the church office.

From the Middle Pews
Charlotte Elliott (1789-1871) was born in England and became famous as a carefree, beautiful, popular writer and singer --- the
equivalent of a “rock star” 200 years ago. She was on top of the world. But when she was 32 years old,
she became physically disabled, which left her irritable and depressed with no interest in God. Some
years later, a minister visiting her father’s house asked her if she was really a Christian. She resented
the question and said, “I don’t even want to talk about it.”
A few days later, she called on the minister and apologized, telling him she was miserable. She said
she “wanted to be forgiven, wanted to come to Jesus, but did not know how”. In a gentle tone, the
minister said, “why not come to him just as you are”. She meditated on those words for days and at age
46, she wrote the great hymn “Just as I Am, Without One Plea” (#442 in our BEPC Hymnal), while becoming rejuvenated and
saved.
One hundred years later, 16 year-old Billy Graham heard that hymn in a revival meeting in Charlotte and said he was saved that
very day. He later used the hymn in almost every one of his crusades, a hymn which historian Kenneth Osbeck said, “probably
has touched more people for Christ than any other song ever written”. And it all came from God, through the salvation of a
miserable, depressed, and useless feeling invalid, who lived for 36 more productive years and wrote approximately 150 other
inspirational hymns, including “Thy Will be Done”.

We may never know what God can do through us, but he loves every one of us "just as we are", just as much as he loves
Charlotte Elliott. Because of that and because of what Jesus did for us that afternoon 2,000 years ago, we ARE forgiven. All
thanks be to God.

Youth Group
Mayland Fellowship Gathering
The Mayland Fellowship Gathering is Sunday January 12th beginning with a meal at 5:30pm, followed by
the meeting and a program. It is hosted by the Burnsville First Presbyterian Church located at 120 Church
St. in Burnsville. For more information call Rev. Stephen Elderbrock at 828-682-4789. Please mark your
calendars and join us!

Mike Shaw and A.C. Marriott took the Middle and High School Youth bowling in December as a
last get together before the holidays. We have a remarkable group of youth and it has been wonderful to get to know them and their families better over the year. They have a strong connection to
each other and we hope that this relationship will only grow through the activities that our church
provides for them, whether is is helping in the community, fundraisers, brunches, activity days,
Montreat Conference or daily fun trips, they stick together.
We look forward to a new year with Kids Zone, ages 4-11 on January 5th from 12:30-2:00pm in the
Fellowship Hall. Older youth will help at the RAMs Rack Thrift Store on Saturday January 25th 10:00am-2:00pm.
AC Marriott

11
30am Men’s Prayer
Breakfast at BE Café

18
30am Men’s Prayer
Breakfast at BE Café

25
30am Men’s Prayer
Breakfast at BE Café

10
Office Closed

17
Office Closed

24
Office Closed

31
Office Closed

9
9am BEPC Preschool
10:30am Preschl Chapel
11:15am Men’s Lunch

16
9am BEPC Preschool
10:30am Preschl Chapel
11:15am Men’s Lunch
6pm Session Meeting

23
9am BEPC Preschool
10:30am Preschl Chapel
11:15am Men’s Lunch

30
9am BEPC Preschool
10:30am Preschl Chapel
11:15am Men’s Lunch

8
9am BEPC Preschool
10am Comfort Makers
12N JULIETs
4:30pm Handbells
7:15pm Choir

15
9am BEPC Preschool
10am Comfort Makers
4:30pm Handbells
7:15pm Choir

22
9am BEPC Preschool
10am Comfort Makers
4:30pm Handbells
7:15pm Choir

29
9am BEPC Preschool
10am Comfort Makers
4:30pm Handbells
7:15pm Choir

14
9am BEPC Preschool

21
9am BEPC Preschool

28
9am BEPC Preschool

20
9am BEPC Preschool
2PM Prayer Shawl
Ministry

27
9am BEPC Preschool

7
9am BEPC Preschool
6
2PM Prayer Shawl
Ministry

13
9am BEPC Preschool
12
9:30am SS Classes
10am Child./Youth SS
Class
11 am Worship

19
9:30am SS Classes
10am Child./Youth SS
Class
11 am Worship

26
9:30am SS Classes
10am Child./Youth SS
Class
11 am Worship

Tue

5
COMMUNION
9:30am SS Classes
10am Child./Youth SS
Class
11 am Worship

New Year’s Day

4
30am Men’s Prayer
Breakfast at BE Café
3
Office Closed
10am Remove
Greens from
Sanctuary
2
9am BEPC Preschool
10:30am Preschl Chapel
11:15am Men’s Lunch

January Birthdays

Mon

1
Office Closed

JULIETS

Sun

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

Church Happenings

1 John Brabson
1 Nitzy Waters
4 Lise Haizlip
4 Angela Todd
5 Beth Johnston
6 Paige Garris
8 Duane Addison
8 Lyndsay Ennis
9 Janet Speer
10 Marlyn Vergara
10 Ron Mason
10 Steve Samples
11 Erika Deal
15 Sara Brewer
17 Lindsey Henley
17 Sherry McManus
17 Martha Williams
19 Jeremiah West
19 Campbell Moody
19 Mary Whiteacre
20 Billie Garrett
21 Lee Harris
23 Helen Castleman
24 Virginia Miller
25 Amanda Winfrey
27 Tom Haizlip
27 Dorothy Pullease
28 Chuck Dickinson
28 William Garrett
29 Eugene Norris
30 Sharilynn Dolab
30 Rachel Moody

Juliet’s Luncheon, Wednesday, January 8th at Nancy Kennedy’s
home on Beech Mountain at 12:00 pm. Beverages will be
Provided. You are asked to bring finger foods and desserts to
share. Sign-up sheet is in the office area on the counter. Please
indicate the sharable food item you will be bringing. We need to
carpool from the church, as there are only spaces for 6 cars at
Nancy’s (112 Skiway Circle, Beech Mountain behind Fred’s.)

Thank You to Volunteers at LMC Student
Spaghetti Supper!
We had a very successful spaghetti supper on December 6th. I
wish to send a special thanks to the 18 volunteers who helped
serve more than 275 students a wonderful meal. I also want to
thank so many others from the congregation who helped
provide crockpots, desserts, meat and sauce to help make this
bi-annual event a great success.
The students really enjoyed the home cooked meal, and were
very appreciative of the kind gesture as they prepare for exams and finalizing their
end of semester term projects. If you haven’t helped out with the spaghetti supper
before, you need to plan to join us in the spring for the next one. Watch for the date
which will probably be at the end of April or the first of May.
Jesse Pope

PS Our church family thanks Jesse and Michelle Pope for organizing and
hosting this event for the students before exams in early December. Great
job!!!

December 2019 Financials
Dec.1
Dec. 8
Dec.15
Dec.22
Total

Offering envelopes for 2020 are
available in the church office.
Please call Alisa Ballard for
more information.

Romeos Lunch
Inviting all men to join the Romeos - Retired Old (and not so old) Men Eating Out—for lunch on
Thursdays at 11:30. See the newsletter for listing of dates and places. Fun, Food, Fellowship!
Come enjoy being part of this group. For more information, please call Tony Fortune at 898-4950.

$4698.00
$8300.00
$5972.00
$3990.00
$29,915.00

