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SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICES
9:30 am Adult Sunday School
10:00 am Preschool Sunday School & Youth
11:00 am Worship - traditional

Mary, Joseph, shepherds, wise men. An angel, a dream, an ARMY of angels, a new star. I am
going to be mother of the Son of God? My girlfriend is pregnant (and I know I had no part in it!), but I am
supposed to stick with her? A new king is born hundreds of miles away and we are supposed to go find him?
Scripture records Mary’s perplexity, Joseph’s skepticism, the shepherd’s astonishment. The wise men just
show up, but I am willing to speculate that there was a good deal of back and forth among them before committing to a possible 2-year trek to look.
The summaries we get in scripture sometimes suggest that it was easy for people to know
immediately that God had something in mind for them and that it was not that hard for them to commit to doing it right
away. The older I get, the less inclined I am to think that way. Did Mary’s perplexity dissolve in the minute and a half it
takes to read the passage? Did the dream seem so real that Joseph hopped out of bed without even wondering whether he
had dreamed it up himself? Did the shepherds not even hesitate before leaving the boss’ sheep at the mercy of wolves or
rustlers? And after they saw the baby (with no halo, no matter what Renaissance masters would have us believe) in a
smelly stable, with peasant parents, was it as simple as it sounds for them to accept that Jesus was the Son of God?
I doubt it. Whether it was 15 minutes, an hour or two, a day or two, a week or two, or whatever, my own
experience convinces me that there is always ambiguity to conquer in God’s dealings with us. Scripture speaks of that
process as discernment. There are always questions to be asked: of yourself (Is this really about God or are these my own
desires playing out in distorted ways?), of trusted others (Help me understand this. You know me and you know God, what
do you think? Will you pray about it with me?), and, of course, God himself (Lord, is this really you? I am scared that it
might not be; even more, that it is! Give me peace about it, one way or another, and keep guiding me.).
Contrary to most present practice, Advent was not conceived as a time to get ready for Christmas day. More like
Lent it was a time of reflection and introspection about our spiritual health, our readiness to meet God in the flesh when he
comes again—likely with all the ambiguity surrounding his coming the first time. Consequently, Advent was a time for
intentional discernment about how God was working in us and what God desired of us.
The time between pastors is also a time for discernment. The Mission Study is a good beginning to that, but no
survey can substitute for a time of engagement with God and one another over a longer period of time.
And it might require some exploring outside the walls of home or church. Who are our neighbors in
close proximity? What needs would a walk-around help us to see? There is Lees-McRae. Is now a
time to reengage on a more consistent level? If so, what might it look like? Can we approach it as
ministry completely for the students rather than for the church? (Student participation in OUR stuff
could be a by-product but meeting THEIR needs would have to be the goal.) Can we stand honest
questions from searchers, ideas that might strike us as out of bounds? Can we trust God to work with
them and their questions, even if we can’t see the resolution?
Maybe that’s not it. What would a drive around the county show us? Where are the pockets of
poverty? What do people need? Feeding Avery Families and RAM do a great job meeting immediate needs; what would
it take to break the cycle? The Opportunity School for Women is one model. In an entrepreneurial environment that gave
birth to and spun off Yellow Mountain’s ministry with mentally and physically challenged adults, and Habitat for Humanity’s ministry of decent affordable housing, what might help people lift themselves above the poverty line? Do we know
why more people don’t take advantage of job training from Mayland Community College? Is there a barrier for them that
could be overcome?
As usual, I am better with the questions than the answers. But then again, this is more about you and your ministry
because, as much as I like it here, I am just passing through. What is the Lord putting on your heart? Speak to your fellow
members about your concerns and ask them about theirs. Start a conversation in Church School, Comfort Makers, Prayer
Shawl knitting, committee meetings, in the parking lot. Pray about it alone. Pray about it with other people. I am going
to nudge the session to be intentional about this, too. When you feel like you are getting some clarity, don’t be afraid to
share it with someone else. Tell an elder and ask them to pray about it, too.
If the church does not have a clear idea of what mission God is calling it to, the search committee won’t know
what gifts and skills the new pastor will need.
It is a time for discernment. I encourage everyone to engage. If God uses shepherds and peasant girls, carpenters
and a few wise men, I know God can use you too.
Peace +, Deck

November Session Review

Opportunities To Learn And Grow
Faith Seekers’ Class - 9:30am Room 215
About the Faith Seekers’ Class: Explore various issues, using music, video and conversation.
Money: Receives an offering for good causes and needs
December: Leading up to Christmas; how Christians celebrate around the world.
Dec. 8 - The Advent Wreath and Candles - History and a look at candles designed for various
religious occasions
Dec. 15 – Leading up to Christmas; The origins of the Christmas Tree and St. Nick
Dec.22 – Leading up to Christmas; Reflections of our childhood Christmases and how, as
adults, we can still feel the excitement.
Dec. 29 – Approaching the new year; History of New Year’s Day and meaningful Christian resolutions.

Lees-McRae Spaghetti Dinner
It's that time again - spaghetti supper for Lees-McRae students. The supper will be Friday December 6th.
As we've done for many years, our church invites all LMC students for a late-night supper the evening
before exams begin. We need lots of help to provide a delicious meal for the students. Since we never
know how many students will join us, we always prepare plenty and serve until the food runs out. We
will have more information later this month. Please call Jesse Pope at 828-260-6980 for more
information. Jesse and Michelle Pope will be in charge of the dinner this year.

•Received Guatemala Report from Kathy Ward
•Accepted Kathy Ward’s offer to serve as Guatemala Mission Coordinator
•Expressed thanksgiving for lunch celebrating Barbara Hosbein
•Seventeen year old furnace will be replaced November 26
•Painting of Fellowship Hall and Preschool classrooms will take place during Christmas

holidays

•Survey information will soon be available from Mission Task Force
•Expressed thanksgiving for generosity of overflowing Thanksgiving Boxes
•Nominating Committee report for Elder Class of 2022 include return Elder Murry Haber,

Luana Anderson, Deka Tate, and Jan Miller. Nominating Committee Class of 2022, Nancy Owen
•Approved 2020 Budget
•Approved funding for piano accompanist

Waffles for Toys Brunch
Sunday brunch success! Thank you all whom came out to support our children and youth group as they provided second
Sunday brunch in November. We were pleased to see so many could come and we are beyond thankful for all of your toys
and financial donations collected to help provide for children in need in Avery County. We all left with full bellies and
happy hearts! Thank you.

Lees-McRae College Christmas Program
Get in the holiday spirit and mark your calendar for Lees-McRae Christmas:
Annual Service of Music and Lessons on Monday, Dec. 2. This free event, open to
the community, welcomes all for a night of music, singing, scripture, food, and
holiday fun.
Showcasing talent from Lees-McRae students, faculty, and staff, and readings by
local pastors, the evening will begin at 7 p.m. in Hayes Auditorium: Broyhill
Theatre. Following the service, guests are invited to Evans Auditorium in the Cannon Student Center for delicious treats and
festive drinks. In honor of the holiday season, donations of blankets, towels, and personal-sized toiletry items will be collected
for the Hospitality House in Boone. We can’t wait to see you there!
You are cordially invited to a
Winter Open House
For New Opportunity School for Women
in honor of all community partnerships and support
Wednesday, Dec. 4 1–6 p.m.
Stephenson Center for Appalachia - Lees-McRae College
For more information, contact Jennie Harpold, director of the
NOSW at Lees-McRae College, at 828.898.8905 or harpoldj@lmc.edu.

Christmas Eve Services
Two candlelight worship services will be held on Christmas Eve. The first service will be
at 5:00 p.m. with Holy Communion served by passing the trays. The second service will be at
7:00p.m. with Holy Communion served by intinction. There will be music and candle lighting
at both services.
Join us as we celebrate the birth of the Christ child. The offering taken at these services will go
to benefit the New Opportunity School for Women.

Permanent Funds Ministry
From the Back Pew… And the Permanent Funds Ministry.
Advent is the season of preparation, a spiritual call to action.
From the church’s perspective, that of course means preparing to celebrate the birth of Christ.
We also spend a lot of that same calendar time preparing Christmas cookies, gift lists, trees and
decorations. We remember and celebrate family and friends, we sing carols and we admire the
shimmer of trees and colored lights throughout the town.
That spiritual call to action prompts many of us to get out the checkbook and make special gifts to
special charities, including the church and its programs. As you consider those checks, consider
stretching your Advent season to many years in the future, and adding a check for the Permanent
Funds Ministry - perhaps the first of a new Advent tradition that will enhance the future charitable work of the church.

Men, Join the Romeos!
Since everybody’s calendar is beginning to fill up with holiday festivities, be sure to mark your calendar so you can join the Romeos – Retired Old (and not so old) Men Eating Out. These
fellows enjoy sampling food fare at whatever area restaurant someone recommends, and
laughter, friendship and good eats follow. Let the church office or Tony Fortune know if you would
like to receive notification each week, or just show up at any of these destinations around 11:30 on
Thursdays. Come on out!
Dec. 5 Hickerman’s (Banner Elk)
Dec. 12 Tartan (Linville)
Dec. 19 Sorrento’s Bistro (Banner Elk)
Dec. 26 No Romeos—Christmas week
Jan. 2
Pedalin’ Pig (Banner Elk)

Walking with Shadows
Walking with Shadows is a support group that meets to discuss, share resources, and discover
new ways of coping with family and friends with mental challenges. The group meets the second
Monday of each month at 7pm in the Margaret Tate Parlor. An important part of our group is to
find ways that members can place themselves in a healthy mental state so they can better serve their
loved one. Any further questions may be directed to Janet Speer speerj@lmc.edu. The next meeting
is December 9th.

Hanging of the Greens
Hanging of the Greens followed by our traditional Chili and Cornbread
Luncheon will take place on Saturday, November 30th at 11:00 am. The tree
will be decorated, as well as the sanctuary. The chili and cornbread lunch will
begin at 1:00 pm. If you like to bake, cookies will be appreciated for the chili
cornbread lunch. Please bring the entire family to help decorate or watch as we
prepare our sanctuary for Advent.
Why do we do this? What does it mean? During the Advent season we prepare for the One who has
come, whom we expect to come, and who will come again. We prepare our hearts and make room for
the Messiah. In the hanging of the greens, we share with Christians throughout the ages the memory
and anticipation of Christ’s coming. We decorate our church with the symbols of love, joy, hope,
and peace. Why do we do this? To tell the story again and then proclaim: Jesus is born. God is
with us!
Poinsettias & Wreaths: During Advent, the sanctuary will be decorated with beautiful poinsettias and Christmas wreaths. If you would like to place a poinsettia or wreath in honor or
memory of a loved one, please contribute $10 per poinsettia, $12 per regular size wreath, or $40
per large wreath for each person you wish to remember. Please designate their name(s) on your
check, and place in the offering plate or bring to the church office by December 9th.

Guatemala Church to Church Visit 2019

Avery Christmas Store Serves Children of Our Area

th

Barbara Hossbein and I left November 7 to go to Guatemala with members of 3 other churches in the Western Presbytery for a
total of 9 of us. After a night in Antigua, we headed down to Morelia to spend time with out brothers and sisters at Arca De Noe.
We arrived in Morelia just after 3 pm and met the newest member of the Gonzalez family, Selvin Jr. and Lesly’s new son
Wayner. This baby is a blessed addition to the family.
Saturday we went to Coatepeque to purchase dry goods for the poor in the village. After unloading the purchases, we went to an
afternoon church service that included a guest preacher. Pastor Luis’ son, Luis, was recognized as he graduated from Carrera, the
trade school. Also graduating this year were Jose and Vanessa Gonzalez and Estuardo, one of our scholarship recipients. A celebration was held after the church service for the graduates.
Sunday, all the children who were scholarship recipients were recognized and called to the front. It was so gratifying to see 12
Carrera students. The primary students sang us a song with motion and emotion. The Sunday school class also put on a skit of
Jesus raising Jairus’ daughter. The gratification shown by the parents and the children was truly humbling. We spoke with a
young man named Nixon, a scholarship recipient who graduated from Carrera last year. He has started an appliance repair business in his home utilizing the skills he learned in school and is doing well. We are making a difference in these lives!
We left Morelia for Lake Atitlan for rest and reflection. I told Barbara during this time that I feel God is leading me to step up
and ensure that the Guatemala mission continues with or without her participation. These are truly big shoes to fill and I know I
cannot do it alone. First and foremost, God will be leading. Second, I hope to inspire others to join me in visiting our sister
church. You will be overwhelmed by the love our brothers and sisters have for God and for us. They have so little yet are willing
to share everything. There was a member of the congregation that had a medical need and the pastor announced that the offering
at Sunday’s service would go to him. They gave him over 100 quetzales, which is a lot of money for these people. I can assure
anyone who steps out in faith and takes that journey will be amply rewarded. You will be humbled, you will get a reality check
and you will have your faith renewed seeing God at work at Arca De Noe. If the Session feels I can help, as Isaiah said,
“Here am I. Send me!”
Kathy Ward

Toys and gifts are now being collected in the church office for the RAM Christmas Store. They will
be delivered to the Christmas Store on Monday December 2. Gift ideas for children birth to

12 include toys, dolls, games, cars and trucks, balls, blocks, and art supplies. Gift ideas for
middle school-aged children include: board games, sports balls and equipment, make-up
kits, perfume and cologne, bath gift sets, hair accessories, scarves and gloves, headphones,
jewelry, hunting apparel such as socks, toboggans, fishing rods, etc. High school-aged students will receive personalized gifts which are purchased by RAM staff using donated funds.
The Store will be open December 3-4 at the First Baptist Church in Newland. Please contact Janet Millsaps at RAM,

(828-733-5127) if you would like to assist as a Personal Shopper for a family as they shop for their child(ren). If
you are interested in helping set-up the store on Monday, December 2, please call Janet to volunteer. If you have
questions or need assistance with the process, call Susan Carter, 828-898-5728.

Thanks from Reaching Avery Ministries (RAM)
and the Treasure Box
For over 25 years I’ve been helping transport our
church’s donated clothes, household items and
other useful things to several area thrift shops. It is amazing how much “stuff” we seem to accumulate, then no longer need,
so we pass it on. Almost every week, my car is piled high with bags of good used clothes, toys, household items and
miscellaneous things which we recycle through donating them to both Yellow Mountain’s Treasure Box and the RAM Thrift
Store, both in Newland. In addition, we send regular donations of baby diapers and often food items to the RAM food pantry.
The staff at these organizations always express their thanks for our church’s generosity and ask me to pass on words of
appreciation to our members. Recently it was suggested that when convenient, we label bags of clothes by season so they may
easily be sorted. But it’s ok if boxes and bags contain conglomerated items. They will take care of sorting it appropriately.

Our Barbara with one of
our primary kids

Our Carrera (Trade School)
scholarship recipients

Nixon Oxlaj, one of last
year's graduates who started
his own business with skills
he learned in Carrera

Luis, the Pastor's
son who graduated

Both the Treasure Box and RAM Thrift Store welcome community friends to shop at their stores, pointing out that our
purchases help them finance their helping ministries. So when you’re in Newland, stop by and enjoy browsing and buying items
that you may not even know you need! And again, thanks from these two special helping agencies.
(Careful now, don’t buy something you donated. Claire did!)
--Tony Fortune

It’s Time for a Change!
A big thank you to all who responded to the need for more funds for the “It’s Time for a Change”
program. Your generous donations made it possible to provide diapers and formula for November
as well as December. This is such an important ministry. These babies cannot help the
circumstance they are in and hopefully by providing these items, they will be able to thrive.
Blessings, Carolyn Jones

Comfort Makers

BEPC Preschool
There is nothing better than working with children during Halloween. We had a happy and colorful day with our preschool
\children and staff. We loved seeing all the children dress up in their favorite costumes. During the day, we went trick-ortreating around the church and played with our friends. At the end of the day, we went home with big smiles, happy hearts and
lots of special treats!
Stay tuned for upcoming preschool events:
Dec 7th-Our preschool children will participate in the Banner Elk small town Christmas parade.
Dec 8th-Preschool children will sing during the 11:00am service.
Dec 19th-Last day of school before Christmas break.
A.C. Marriott, Preschool Director

December Dedication - A.C. Marriott
Comfort Makers joyously dedicates their
December comforter to A.C. Marriot. A.C. was
born and raised in Gothenburg Sweden where her
parents and brother still reside. She came to
America on a scholarship to play Division I tennis
at High Point University where she received both
her undergraduate and master’s degrees. Growing
up in Sweden she was busy with school, tennis,
friends and travelling. Her passion for working
with young children started at her tennis club where she worked as a tennis coach for camp in the summers. But it was when she
had her own child that she first understood which career would suit her best.
A.C. and husband Don moved to Banner Elk in 2016 and she began her work as Preschool Director for Banner Elk
Presbyterian. The couple has been married for 8 years and they have one daughter together, Katariina, who attends first grade at
Banner Elk Elementary, and two teenage children, Cooper 18 and Mimi 17. A.C. says, “I have really grown into my role as
preschool director over the years and my whole family is so blessed to be a part of this beautiful church and community. I love
my staff and the children of the preschool. It is a blessing to see the children's smiling faces every day and to teach them basic
life skills that they can take with them forever. Seeing the challenges our families face with both parents working, and
difficulties finding good childcare and preschools, really motivates me to care and teach their children every day.” She also
enjoys her new position as the children & youth coordinator at the church. It has given her an opportunity to get to know the
families, our congregation and “all the wonderful people who are part of different committees making this church function the
way it does. I enjoy guiding the young minds of this church through activities and service projects in our community."

Youth Volunteer at Rams Rack Thrift Store
Our High School Youth; Davis, Hampton, Scott and Jason along
with chaperone Mike Shaw, gave back to our community as they
volunteered at Rams Rack Thrift Store in Newland on a Saturday
from 10am-2pm. Their help was much appreciated and our youth
was complimented on their willingness to work and their polite
manners! Well done guys. We hope to see more of these
opportunities to help our community in the spring.

Comfort Makers wants A.C. to know that they enjoy her as well, and feel blessed that she has come into our lives. The
comforter dedicated to A.C. will go to a worthy cause such as RAM or Habitat for Humanity. Each blanket is carefully placed
where it can provide the most “comfort.” For the month of December, the blanket will be displayed in the hallway of the
church.

ALERT ! WINTER WEATHER ADVISORY
In the event that weather conditions prevent us from conducting our Sunday morning service
of worship, we will do our best to pass this information on to you. As soon as a decision is
made, we will update our web page (www.bannerelkpresbyterian.org), send out an e-mail,
change the message on the church answering machine and possibly begin a phone tree.
Please know that it is never our desire to cancel a service of worship, but there are times that
conditions - such as ice or power loss - warrant that we take this step to help insure the safety
of our members. Please note, too, that if power is lost it could compromise our ability to
follow through with the above plan. In that event, consider calling Pastor Deck Guess
at 910-610-9045 for information.
Always use your own judgment as to your safety in coming out!

Thanksgiving Turkey Boxes
Many thanks to all who participated in the
Thanksgiving Turkey Box project this year. 45
needy families in Avery County will enjoy a
special Thanksgiving weekend because of your
generosity. Thanks to those who helped move the
boxes from the sanctuary to the fellowship hall on
Sunday and to those who delivered them to RAM
along with 45 turkeys and roasting pans on Monday! Many hands made light(er) work!

Celebrating 25 Years of Partnership
With Our Sister Church, Arca de Noé in Guatemala
Over eighty members of our church family gathered recently to celebrate the special relationship between Banner Elk and
Arca de Noé Churches and to express gratitude to Barbara Hosbein as the driving force behind this partnership. It was a
wonderful time of sharing delicious food, stories, photos and much joy. Barbara’s greatest gift to us is her love for the two
churches and the bond we have.
Kathy Ward spoke about the personal impact of the trips she’s taken to Guatemala and stated that “she feels called to
continue the work that Barbara began, so I’ll be stepping up to the plate soon to keep things going”. She will serve as our
connection to Presbytery and to Arca de Noé church to ensure that our involvement and partnership stays strong.
A vibrant scholarship program that our members support has enabled many young people to go far beyond expected
educational levels. Scholarship donors received personal notes and pictures from “their” student.
When we learned that some villagers were being displaced from their homes by wealthy land owners, we purchased 5 acres
of land for poor farmers to allow them to build new structures, from which they can never be evicted. “Colonia Banner Elk”
has 10 houses which provide security and a sense of permanence.
Barbara and her daughter, Debbie, will soon be moving to Ecuador to live…we will miss her presence in our congregation,
the chancel choir and the many Lees-McRae Summer Theatre productions she’s been in over the years. Thank you, Barbara,
for all you’ve done and meant to us and to our brothers and sisters in Morelia. We send you off with heartfelt thanks and
prayers for continued blessings from God.

Thank You, Catherine Upchurch
Banner Elk Presbyterian says goodbye to one of our most faithful parishioners, Catherine
Upchurch. Catherine and her two sons, Forrest and Gordon Causby, moved to Valle Crucis
from Charlotte, NC in January,1991. They joined BEPC early that same year. Catherine
maintains that rearing her boys in this church was one of the biggest blessings of her life, and
that the love and support that her family received from BEPC helped her achieve her life’s
goal of "making the world a better place, one boy at a time." Through the years, Catherine has
served on various committees in the church, has formed a prayer group and facilitated a
spiritual formation group called Companions in Christ. In January,1999, she was ordained as
an elder at BEPC, and subsequently served two terms. In 2018, she retired from a 27-year
career as an administrator in public behavioral healthcare, most recently serving as Risk
Management Director at Broughton Hospital. Recently, she has worked with Janet Speer and
Murry Haber to establish our new Stephen Ministry program.
Catherine, for nearly 30 years, has been a quiet and reasoned voice for our church. We will miss her deep spiritual thoughts,
her kindness to others and her leadership. Catherine, we wish you the best as you move to be closer to your sweet family and
look forward to your visits in the mountains.

Stephen Ministry
On December 8, six new Stephen Ministers will be commissioned: Joy Rimel, Peter Stapleton, Sherry
Lambert, Pat Anderson, Catherine Upchurch and Janet Speer. From that time forward, ministers are
ready to accept “care receivers.” A care receiver is identified as anyone who is hurting, be it a loss of
any kind, a bad diagnosis, illness, or any other event that might be soothed by a Stephen Minsters’ visit
once a week.

Barbara Hosbein
Former pastor, Tom Phillips, declared “Without
Barbara and her passion, this partnership would
never have been created…and I NEVER would
have gone on one of the first trips, but we all
know how persuasive Barbara can be!”

Some of the Guatemala Team

How to identify care receivers:
Anyone can identify a congregant who is hurting and might need a Stephen Minister. If you know of
someone (even yourself) who could use this service, speak to the pastor or one of the Stephen Leaders (Janet Speer or Murry
Haber). That information will be confidential. You can also speak directly to the person and ask if he or she might like someone to talk to weekly who can help them process their pain. We are ready to serve and look forward to adding this exciting new
dimension to our church.

From the Middle Pews
We ARE Forgiven
A while back, one of the large news outfits conducted a one-question survey, asking “what is the
most amazing thing you can think of right now”? One person, after thinking a few seconds, said,
‘the most amazing thing to me is how quickly our society adapted to the technology of the iPhone,
but has not yet adapted to the technology of the vehicle turn signal’. That sounds like someone
who’s made the trip between Tynecastle and Boone many times.

Sara Brewer described teaching one of the
young boys how to read music, even when the
electricity for the keyboard was off! He is
now providing musical accompaniment for
church services.

Meg Julian, local educator, remembered the impact the trips
had on her entire family and recalled how grateful she is that
her children learned about fellow Christians who live in such a
starkly different culture from ours. “Every time I turn on hot
water in the shower, I think about the villagers who do not have
this luxury. And the ‘classroom’…no supplies, no books, no
pencils, just a piece of chalk and a chalkboard. This trip impacted my life in ways I’ll never forget.”

If the theologian Rev. Sam Storms had been asked the survey question, he would have needed no
time to think about his answer. He would have said, ‘the most amazing thing to me is the first part
of John 1:14, “The Word became flesh”. That line is easier to understand when we realize that in Greek, “The Word” is used as
a name for Christ; Christ is the Word. So, according to The Living Bible version, that verse reads, “Christ became a human
being and lived here on earth among us and was full of loving forgiveness . . . . “. The Rev. Storms tells us, “that is really the
Christmas story pressed into a nutshell”.
Christ has been Christ forever, and when he became the human son of Mary, he did not cease to be Christ. “He is God in human
flesh” (Colossians 2:9). And when Jesus Christ (God the Son) became flesh, he became flesh forever. After his earthly life,
death, and resurrection, he ascended into heaven and even now “sitteth on the right hand of God the Father”. Absolutely amazing! --- “Without question, this is the great mystery of our faith: Christ was revealed in a human body” (1 Timothy 3:16).
Because of that life and death for us a mere 2,000 years ago, and because of the Trinity who have reigned forever,
we ARE forgiven.

28
7:30am Men’s Prayer
Breakfast at BE Café
Office Closed

26
11:15am Men’s Lunch
25
Christmas Day

24
Christmas Eve
5pm Worship
7pm Worship

Isabelle Bernstein
Raymonda Luginbuhl
Rick Owen
Haleigh Vernon
Debbi Hagna
Bobby Tate
John Angel
Nancy Clark
Cammy Pittman
Jeff Davis
Paul O'Connell
Diane Rydell
Susan Carter
Brenda Beall
Barbara Nixon
Bill Wilson
Susan Ferguson
William Dethlefs
Cheryl Kirkpatrick
Carol Hodnett
Stephen Rydell
Marsha Jones
Adam Stapleton
Peter Stapleton

The JULIETS, Just Us Ladies Informally Eating Together, has
a new group of coordinators -Susan Blalock, Pam Murtland
and Alisa Ballard are hoping to organize fun outings and
events in addition to eating lunch together. They welcome any
suggestions.
Everyone is invited to call the church office, 898-5406, or email
alisa@bannerelkpresbyterian.org to RSVP - or just join them on
Wednesdays at 12:00 p.m. Our December luncheon will be at Over Yonder
Restaurant in Valle Crucis on December 11th.

American Red Cross Blood Drive Dec 10th
The American Red Cross will be holding a blood drive on
Tuesday, December 10th from 2:00-6:30pm in King
Fellowship Hall. Banner Elk Presbyterian Church is
happy to provide the space for blood drives. Sponsoring a
blood drive is an important community responsibility and
helps many people in our area. Please mark your calendar
for December 10th. If you are able, please help the Red
Cross reach their goal! You can make an appointment, by
going to www.redcrossblood.org and put in sponsor code:
Lees-McRae or call Nurse Carl at 898-8862.

Shepherds Needed!
Calling All Shepherds! The Congregational Care Committee is
asking for volunteers to help with our Shepherd program!
Volunteers are asked to Shepherd with a partner for a one-month
commitment. This is a very meaningful way to serve our
congregation! For more information, please contact
Lyndsay Ennis at 828-964-5747; or volunteers may sign up
in the church office.

9
9am BEPC Preschool

16
9am BEPC Preschool
2PM Prayer Shawl
Ministry

23

30

15
9:30am SS Classes
10am Child./Youth SS Class
11 am Worship

22
9:30am SS Classes
10am Child./Youth SS Class
11 am Worship

29
9:30am SS Classes
10am Child./Youth SS Class
11 am Worship

31

21
7:30am Men’s Prayer
Breakfast at BE Café
18
19
9am BEPC Preschool 11:15am Men’s Lunch
10am Comfort Makers
4:30pm Handbells
7:15pm Choir

27
Office Closed

2
3
3
3
4
11
14
14
14
14
14
14
15
18
19
20
21
22
22
25
26
27
30
30

8
9:30am SS Classes
10am Child./Youth SS Class
11 am Worship

2pm Blood Drive

17
9am BEPC Preschool

20
Office Closed

14
7:30am Men’s Prayer
Breakfast at BE Café
12
9am BEPC Preschool
10:30am Preschl Chapel
11:15am Men’s Lunch
11
9am BEPC Preschool
10am Comfort Makers
12N JULIETS Lunch
4:30pm Handbells
7:15pm Choir
10
9am BEPC Preschool

13
Office Closed

5
9am BEPC Preschool
10:30am Preschl Chapel
11:15am Men’s Lunch
4
9am BEPC Preschool
10am Comfort Makers
4:30pm Handbells
7:15pm Choir
2
9am BEPC Preschool
2PM Prayer Shawl
Ministry
COMMUNION
9:30am SS Classes
10am Child./Youth SS Class
11 am Worship

1

Sun

Mon

Tue

3
9am BEPC Preschool

7:30pm LMC
Spaghetti Supper

7
7:30am Men’s Prayer
Breakfast at BE Café

December Birthdays

Thu

6
Office Closed

Sat

JULIETS

Wed

Fri

Church Happenings

BEPC has once again been blessed with many generous gifts throughout 2019. We have been able to
meet budgetary needs while still supporting numerous missions outside of the budget. THANK YOU!
For those who wish to complete giving on 2019
pledges to the general fund, please ensure that donations are in the church office or postmarked no
later than December 31. The church office is open
Monday through Thursday from 8:30am-2:30pm.

Offering envelopes for 2020 are available in
the church office. Please call Alisa Ballard for
more information.

November 2019 FiNov. 4 $ 8,490
Nov. 11 $ 7,588
Nov. 18 $ 9,404
Nov. 25 $ 8,123
TOTAL: $33.605

The Church Office will be closed Wednesday,
December 25th for the Christmas holiday.
The office will also be closed on Wednesday,
January 1st for the New Year’s Day holiday.

