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SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICES
8:30am Worship - traditional with Men’s
Gospel Choir
9:30 am Adult Sunday School
10:00 am Preschool Sunday School &
Youth
11:00 am Worship - traditional

From the Transitional Pastor
Nature or Nurture?

The debate has been going on for centuries whether
nature (DNA/genes/hormones/biology) or nurture
(environment/culture /education/experience) determines
human behavior. Is it in your “blood” (nature) or your
upbringing (nurture)?
Until relatively recently the discussion was couched
in either/or tug-o’-war terms—nature vs. nurture. In the 1970’s it began to be clear that
it was a both/and proposition. The Human Genome Project made it possible to see
genetic links to behaviors like depression and addiction. More surprising were
genetic connections to activities from religiosity to criminality. A recent Penn. State
study looked at factors related to the shaping of a person’s “moral compass.” Your
DNA is involved, but it doesn’t absolutely determine those things. Your genes
reflect tendencies but don’t on their own cause attitudes or behaviors. That is where all
sorts of external factors come in, including choices, which are influenced by what
surrounds us.
Church sociologists have made similar observations about churches. A huge factor
in the way a church goes about “being church” has to do with its “DNA.” What
brought that church into being in that place at that time? What was the first pastor
like? Who were the charter members? What kinds of ministry were the first to
emerge? All those things and more point to the DNA of a church. People charged with
starting new churches today pay very close attention to the personality traits of the first
pastor (preferably an entrepreneur) and the nucleus of leadership. (Disgruntled members of other churches usually
don’t bring healthy DNA.)
“Your genes are not totally deterministic of

who you are. Genes simply give you a potential.
People still make their own choices and have
agency in shaping who they become."
-- Amanda Ramos, author of a Penn. State
University study that followed siblings, from
identical twins to stepchildren, reared in the
same household from childhood into adulthood,
cited by Maria Cohut, Ph.D., on medicalnewstoday.com, 2/27/19.

Banner Elk Presbyterian
Church has been blessed with
incredible DNA! It would not
surprise me to look up
“entrepreneur” in a dictionary
and see Rev. Tuft’s picture
beside it; likewise, Dr. Tate.
Ministries of compassion
(orphanage, hospital),
education (college, nursing
school), general well-being (electrification of the area), among others, were early
efforts. All that good DNA molded the environment, the “culture,” of the church, too.
Successive generations grew up steeped in those traditions of ministry which activated
hidden potential, and those positive tendencies were nurtured into realities. It is still
happening. Church members Dudley and Barrett Gilmer were instrumental in getting
both Yellow Mountain and the local Habitat for Humanity off the ground with the help
of many others. Time for a Change started at BEPC. Many others are keeping those
and efforts like Feeding Avery Families, RAM, and more things than I can remember
going and expanding.
Touching your community in the name of Christ is in your DNA. It’s in your blood.
What might Jesus have in mind for you next? What kind of pastor do you need to help
you do it? If you haven’t been praying about that already, it’s not too late to start.
Peace †,
Deck

Opportunities To Learn And Grow

September Session Review

Faith Seekers’ Class - 9:30am Room 215
About the Faith Seekers’ Class: Explore various issues, using music, video and conversation.
Money: Receives an offering for good causes and needs

•Welcomed Rev. Deck Guess as Interim Pastor
•Received/Reviewed: Strengths, Needs, and Current Plans of Session Committees
•Received Stewardship and Finance Update

The class will continue their study of Ray Vander Laan’s Walk as Jesus Walked. Reverend Vander Laan is
a Biblical Cultural Studies professor who produces videos of the ancient world. In each video, he takes the
viewers on a journey into places where events occurred and offers a faith lesson. Walking the path of Jesus
through the land where he taught brings new information for those who want to know more about this
important time.

•Presbytery of Western NC: attended by commissioner Steve Hill on 7-30
•Upcoming: Church Family Retreat at Holston Camp on September 21
•Space available: two children in BEPC Preschool
•Needed: two leaders, one for Youth and one for Sunday School class for our youngest children
•Needed: assistance with Fellowship Hall set-up for 2nd Sunday Brunch
•Needed: two members for the upcoming Nominating Committee

Mayland Fellowship
Please join us on Sunday, October 13th at Grassy Creek Presbyterian Church,
Highway 226 South, 167 Greenlee Lane, Spruce Pine, NC, for Mayland Fellowship’s
quarterly meeting. The meal will be served at 5:30pm and the meeting will begin at 6:30pm.
At 7:00 p.m. we will honor the Rev. Barbara White as she retires from Presbytery.
We hope many of you will plan to attend.

Walking with Shadows
Walking with Shadows is a support group that meets to discuss, share resources, and discover new
ways of coping with family and friends with mental challenges. The group meets the second Monday
of each month at 7pm in the Margaret Tate Parlor. An important part of our group is to find ways that
members can place themselves in a healthy mental state so they can better serve their loved
one. Any further questions may be directed to Janet Speer speerj@lmc.edu. The next meeting will
be Monday, October 14th.

Avery Project Christmas
The Avery Project Christmas Committee is now making plans for the December 3rd and 4th
Christmas Store. Referred families can come at a designated time to choose gifts for their children.
Donated money will be used to buy gifts for the teens. If you are shopping early, choose gifts for
children/infants to age 12. Bring the unwrapped gifts to the church office for storage until the
December 1st pick-up date. More information will be detailed in the November Newsletter.

Prayer Shawl Group
Some of our church members are part of our “knitters and crocheters”
group which meets the first and third Monday of each month from 2-4 to
create beautiful shawls. These are given to folks who need to know that
our church cares for them, and to help them feel God’s presence during
times of joy, distress, illness or loss. Questions? Call Alice Johnson at
979-219-2104 or Claire Fortune at 828-898-4950. We would love to
have you join the group!

Wanted…Your Contact Information!
In order to keep our church directory current and correct, please look at your personal entry and
let us know if there are changes or additions to be made.
A perfect listing would include:
Name (including nicknames)
Local mailing address
E-mail addresses for each family member
Phone numbers (home and cell for each person)
Your “other” mailing address (seasonal) and dates you will use it
If there is no photo with your listing, please notify the church office and we’ll be glad to take one after worship or you may
submit your own picture (head and shoulders only, please). Send to admin@bannerelkpresbyterian.org
Thank you for helping to make our directory current and useful. We need to know your smiling face!

Permanent Funds Ministry
From the Back Pew… And the Permanent Funds Ministry.
“To whom much is given, of him much is required.”
Money, wealth, and its use for Christians, is a fair measure of our spiritual health - a familiar message from the pulpit, and a barometer for each of us in meeting the responsibilities that we have in
sharing our financial resources.
Stewardship season is over, but those responsibilities don’t end with that important annual support
of the church. The Permanent Funds Ministry was created by your fellow church members to frequently remind us all that
giving is also important for the long term. Give for things that matter now and will matter into the future. Things like benevolence programs or capital expenditure needs.
The main reason that people do not give, it is said, is that they are not asked. The Permanent Funds Ministry hereby
suggests that “to whom much is given,” follow your heart and support the Banner Elk Presbyterian Church of the future.
A current gift now, or a planned bequest for the future, will help the PFM guide your footsteps to years to come.

Youth Activities
MONTREAT YOUTH RALLY
After Church services on September 22, the BEPC youth traveled to Montreat for a youth rally. We joined other youth from the
Presbytery of Western NC for an afternoon of worship, music, recreation and fellowship. The youth attending were Rachel
Moody, Hampton Owen and Davis Taylor. Mike Shaw was their chaperon. We started our trip by enjoying fellowship among
ourselves as we traveled and stopped for lunch.

Church Family Retreat
Our third annual Church Family Retreat was a big success, with 40 attendees of all ages. Besides two delicious meals, there
were silly games, informal worship and all kinds of friendship-sharing. The theme “Nourish the Gift” yielded inspiration and
fun for the small groups who moved about to various natural settings. Rev. Deck Guess and Rev. Ed Donnell closed the retreat with an outdoor Communion Service followed by bagpipes playing “Amazing Grace.”

The theme of the rally was "A Whirlwind of Hope". The keynote leader was Scott Hardin Nieri, director of Creation Care
Alliance, Western NC. He emphasized the whirlwind of stress that our youth face today; including such things as peer pressure,
drugs, school work, college plans and much more. Using the scripture reading from Zechariah 7: 8-14, Scott encouraged the
youth to show mercy and compassion to everyone as we avoid oppression. He then used Romans 8: 18-25 to reveal hope
through God's grace and love for mankind. The keynote address was followed by small group interaction to discuss and
reinforce the scripture messages. New friendships through God's word were made at this time.
After this reviving experience, there was time for an ice cream stop on our return trip. We arrived home just in time to complete
homework in preparation for a Monday school day.
We thank BEPC for supporting us and giving us this opportunity!
- Mike Shaw

The whole group!

BEPC Youth Assist Habitat for Humanity
On Saturday September 21st our BEPC youth families assisted Avery County Habitat for Humanity with a house project in
Newland. We were excited to help a former homeless army veteran to get one step closer to the backyard of her dreams. It was
a wonderful morning, working together, helping people in our community. We look forward to more opportunities like this
with our youth program!
Carolyn Jones teaching Qui Gong

Ready to go!

Volunteers Needed for Pumpkin Decorating!
Youth Pumpkin Carving and Decorating on Sunday October 6th-We are looking for church
volunteers to come assist our children decorate their pumpkins from 12:30-2:30pm.
This will be a great opportunity for you to mingle and get to know our youth better!
If you are interested in helping, please contact AC Marriott through email or phone,
acmarriott@bannerelkpresbyterian.org or 828-897-1467. If you can't volunteer this day
but still want to help make this event a success, please donate a medium pumpkin or two. You
may drop of your pumpkin in the King Fellowship Hall. Thank you,
Nancy Owen asking ice breakers like “Would
you rather watch a movie or go for a hike?”

Comfort Makers

BEPC Preschool

October Dedication - Bud & Sylvia Hahn
Bud and Sylvia Hahn originally met in 1974, but didn’t
marry until 1994 and just celebrated their 25th anniversary.
They proudly share 5 children and 9 grandchildren.
Sylvia had two very varied careers. After attending the
College of Charleston, she began her career for 16 years at
the S. C. House of Representatives culminating in her
election as Chief Clerk and Parliamentarian, and after
that, developing five commercial interior design
stores on the east coast.

We had a great last week of September at the preschool! We thankful for the Banner Elk Police Department for their visit and
continuing education of safety both for our children and staff. Our students always enjoy a personal conversation with their
local law enforcement and the awesome blinking police cars.
We also had our first "Spirit Day" which consisted of fun and games all day. Our children and staff wore color coordinated
t-shirts to separate each age group. The day consisted of corn hole and water games outside, cheer spirit and singing with
Mrs. T. and with a cheerleader, Madeline, from LMC, chapel with Mr. Ed in the Columbarium, ice cream for snack, while
ending the day with popcorn and dance party. It truly was an awesome day of fun for everyone involved. We are so thankful
for each individual who made this day a success along with our incredible teachers and students at BEPC Preschool.
AC Marriott, Preschool Director

Bud is a graduate of Vanderbilt, Harvard and has a PhD in Economics from the University of North Carolina. He taught at the
University of S.C before establishing his own development company. In the 70’s he purchased and renovated the old Beech
Haven Camp for Girls located in Banner Elk, which would become their home until it was sold several years ago. Sylvia says,
“the mountains, our church family and the wonderful people in Banner Elk kept calling us back” so they recently purchased a
home on Cook Alley in Banner Elk and now split their time between here and Mt. Pleasant, SC.
Their contributions to the town of B.E have been many. They initially purchased and renovated the property which is now the
Banner House Museum and established the Greater Banner Elk Heritage Foundation of which Sylvia was its first
President. During that time, the old Cheese House and the Village Grocery (now the Chamber of Commerce) were also
renovated and restored. She was also Chairman of the Banner Elk TDA for 10 years, during which time she initiated the side
walk project. Bud also assisted in these endeavors and was on the BE Town Council for 8 years.
They were recently honored by the naming of the theatre at the BE Elementary School and home of the Ensemble Theatre as the
Hahn Auditorium.

Food for Thought…..
Around the Church…..

Don’t’ We All?
I was parked in front of the mall wiping off my car. I had just come from the car wash and was waiting for my wife to get out
of work. Coming my way from across the parking lot was what society would consider a bum. From the looks of him, he had
no car, no home, no clean clothes, and no money. There are times when you feel generous but there are other times that you
just don't want to be bothered. This was one of those "don't want to be bothered times. "I hope he doesn't ask me for any
money," I thought. He didn't. He came and sat on the curb in front of the bus stop but he didn't look like he could have
enough money to even ride the bus. After a few minutes he spoke. “That's a very pretty car," he said. He was ragged but he
had an air of dignity around him. His scraggly blond beard kept his face warm. I said, "thanks," and continued wiping off my
car. He sat there quietly as I worked. The expected plea for money never came. As the silence between us widened something inside said, "ask him if he needs any help." I was sure that he would say "yes" but I held true to the inner voice. "Do
you need any help?" I asked. He answered in three simple but profound words that I shall never forget. We often look for
wisdom in great men and women. We expect it from those of higher learning and accomplishments. I expected nothing but
an outstretched grimy hand. He spoke the three words that shook me. "Don't we all?" he said. I was feeling high and mighty,
successful and important, above a bum in the street, until those three words hit me like a twelve gauge shotgun. “Don't we
all?” I needed help. Maybe not for bus fare or a place to sleep, but I needed help. I reached in my wallet and gave him not
only enough for bus fare, but enough to get a warm meal and shelter for the day. Those three little words still ring true. No
matter how much you have, no matter how much you have accomplished, you need help too. No matter how little you have,
no matter how loaded you are with problems, even without money or a place to sleep, you can give help. Even if it's just a
compliment, you can give that. You never know when you may see someone that appears to have it all. They are waiting on
you to give them what they don't have. A different perspective on life, a glimpse at something beautiful, a respite from daily
chaos. Maybe the man was just a homeless stranger wandering the streets. Maybe he was more than that. Maybe he was sent
by a power that is great and wise, to minister to a soul too comfortable in themselves. Maybe God looked down, called an
Angel, dressed him like a bum, then said, "go minister to that man cleaning the car, that man needs help." “Don't we all?”
-- Author Unknown

Stained Glass Window
Project is Complete!
Don’t the windows look
wonderful? Thanks to Jim
Swinkola, our “Resident
Photographer for taking
photos as the windows were
re-installed!

Many thanks to our Banner Elk
Presbyterian Church Preschool for this
wonderful bulletin board! Every month the
Preschool prepares a new bulletin board.
Please take time to thank them!

Barbeque--Calzones--Ribs--Grits ‘n Gravy--FRIENDS!!
About 15 years ago, a group of BEPC men began eating lunch together on Thursdays. We’ve tried just
about every restaurant in the area as we’ve enjoyed gaining friendships and chowin’ down.
I’ve been listening to comments made by some of the guys who attend, and here are a few things I’ve
heard:
“I’ve gotten to know guys I’d never have known.”
“I like sampling all the lunch spots.”
“I’m glad we don’t get into politics or deep stuff—or have a program.”
“I’m glad we don’t take roll call. You can just drop in whenever it suits you.”

Banner Elk Presbyterian Church Stewardship VISION 2020
Stewardship results are looking better each day. We have added 29 commitment cards to
the 71 received on Consecration Sunday bringing the total committed to $323,120. We
know that there are 27 families who have consistently committed
approximately $57,000 in the past who have yet to send in their cards so we are
very optimistic that we will reach our projected goal within the next few weeks.
If you have not sent in your card, please do so as soon as possible. We are really counting on you. Thanks to all of you for
all that you do to support the work of BEPC. GOD bless you.

We invite you to come, bring a friend and be part of this group. Make suggestions of places you like to eat. We meet at the
church about 11:15 on Thursdays or you can meet us at the restaurant. Here’s our schedule for the next few weeks:
Oct. 3
Oct. 10
Oct. 17
Oct. 24
Oct. 31

Christa’s Country Corner (Pineola)
Puerto Nuevo
Highlander’s Grill
Bella’s
Banner Elk Café (new section)

- Chuck Dickinson

Stephen Ministry

If you’d like to get a weekly email or phone call reminder, please call the church office, 898-5406, or let me know (898-4950).
--Tony Fortune

LMC 5:55pm – Low Risk, High Grace – Campus Ministry Needs your Help
Last year Dr. King envisioned a place on campus where Lees-McRae College students could come experience God’s grace, ask
questions, explore religion and spirituality, in an informal setting. LMC5:55 was born out of that vision. This group meets
Sunday evenings at 5:55 pm in the Evans Auditorium Cannon Student Center.

The Stephen Ministry leaders are happy to announce that we are training six people to be Stephen
Ministers. Once the training is completed in November, these candidates will be commissioned and
ready to serve care receivers. The candidates are Peter Stapleton, Joy Rimel, Pat Anderson, Sherry
Lambert, Catherine Upchurch and Janet Speer. We have also identified three congregants who have
already been trained: Don Hilsmier, who will be valuable to us as a consultant, Rev. Murry Haber, John
Brabson and Terri Latta who will be serving care receivers. All in all, by November, there will be TEN
Stephen Ministers. For a small church, this is a remarkable number and an exciting beginning.
Any questions can be directed to Catherine Upchurch, Murry Haber or Janet Speer.

Students love good food and refreshments and each week LMC5:55 strives to have goodies and refreshments; things like fresh
fruit, 5 layer bean dip, chips, cookies, cake, water/soft drinks. Last year folks from Mt. Calvary Baptist and Banner Elk UMC,
as well as Dr. and Mrs. King provided some refreshments. This year LMC5:55 is reaching out to other area churches for help.
If you would like to volunteer in providing refreshments for 10 to 14 students, please sign up at http://bit.ly/lmc555 . The link
will show available dates. Thank you.

From the Middle Pews
We ARE Forgiven

Second Sunday Brunch
Second Sunday Brunch - October 13th!
Mark your calendar for the “Second Sunday Brunch” on October 13th. The Foscoe Friends of
BEPC will be sponsoring the Second Sunday Brunch in October. They will be setting up on
Saturday morning, and serving and cleaning up on Sunday morning. Please bring a favorite
breakfast/lunch dish to share and enjoy some great food and fellowship.
Any groups such as Comfort Makers/Knitters, Women’s Study Group, parents of various youth
groups that might be interested in sponsoring one of the monthly brunches, please
contact Alisa Ballard at the church office 828-898-5406.
Remember that we plan to present a Second Sunday event the second Sunday of every month through 2019 - keep those
dates open!

Some spiritual wisdom Dr. Albert Schweitzer passed along to us is, “do not let Sunday
be taken from you. If your soul has no Sunday, it becomes an orphan”. Schweitzer was
many things besides physician, missionary, hospital builder, philosopher, and Nobel
Prize winner. He was a preacher, prominent organist, WWI POW, and a theologian. As
a theologian, he said, ‘It is not necessary to Jesus that we understand all the theory
behind his crucifixion and our forgiveness, if we believe in his death.’ He said, ‘If a
difficulty arises in regard to Holy Scripture and we cannot solve it, we must just leave it
alone. We do not have to completely understand all of that’. So, when a trained theologian with an estimated IQ
between 160 and 180 implies he does not understand some of the Bible, we should not be embarrassed when there are
parts of the Bible we do not understand.
But, Dr. Schweitzer preached, ‘We should understand the doctrine of Jesus on forgiveness’. He said that doctrine is,
“You shall be pardoned if you pardon”, and Jesus recalls it to us every time we pray his prayer, “Forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us” (Matthew 6:12). Schweitzer wrote, “If we do not forgive
everyone, we will be acting as if we are not guilty in the same ways”, and “we must forgive quietly and
Unostentatiously”. In general, he said we will not succeed in forgiving fully, but if we really try to live by that
doctrine of Jesus, it will be a triumph for our soul.
God loves every single one of us and if we forgive others and believe that Jesus died for us about 2,000 years ago,
we ARE forgiven. All thanks be to God.

31
9am BEPC Preschool
10:30am Preschl Chapel
11:15am Men’s Lunch
Group
30
9am BEPC Preschool
10am Comfort Makers
4:30pm Handbells
7:15pm Choir
28
9am BEPC Preschool
27
9:30am SS Classes
10am Child./Youth SS Class
11 am Worship

29
9am BEPC
Preschool

26
7:30am Men’s Prayer
Breakfast at BE Café
25
Office Closed
24
9am BEPC Preschool
10:30am Preschl Chapel
11:15am Men’s Lunch
Group
23
9am BEPC Preschool
10am Comfort Makers
4:30pm Handbells
7:15pm Choir
21
9am BEPC Preschool
2PM Prayer Shawl
Ministry
20
9:30am SS Classes
10am Child./Youth SS Class
11 am Worship

22
9am BEPC
Preschool

19
7:30am Men’s Prayer
Breakfast at BE Café
18
Office Closed
17
9am BEPC Preschool
10:30am Preschl Chapel
11:15am Men’s Lunch
Group
6pm Session Meeting
16
9am BEPC Preschool
10am Comfort Makers
4:30pm Handbells
7:15pm Choir
14
9am BEPC Preschool
7pm Walking w/h
Shadows Meeting
13
9:30am Second Sunday
Brunch
10am Child./Youth SS Class
11 am Worship

15
9am BEPC
Preschool

12
7:30am Men’s Prayer
Breakfast at BE Café
11
Office Closed
10
9am BEPC Preschool
10:30am Preschl Chapel
11:15am Men’s Lunch
Group
9
9am BEPC Preschool
10am Comfort Makers
12N JULIETS
4:30pm Handbells
7:15pm Choir
6

COMMUNION
9:30am SS Classes
10am Child./Youth SS Class
11 am Worship

7
9am BEPC Preschool
2PM Prayer Shawl
Ministry

8
9am BEPC
Preschool

5
7:30am Men’s Prayer
Breakfast at BE Café
4
Office Closed

The JULIETS, Just Us Ladies Informally Eating Together,
has a new group of coordinators. Since Marge Bailey, the
group’s “founding mother” has moved away, Susan Blalock,
Pam Murtland and Alisa Ballard will lead the group. They
are hoping to organize fun outings and events in addition to
eating lunch together, and they welcome any suggestions.

October Birthdays

2
9am BEPC Preschool
10am Comfort Makers
4:30pm Handbells
7:15pm Choir

3
9am BEPC Preschool
10:30am Preschl Chapel
11:15am Men’s Lunch
Group
2pm Women’s Study

JULIETS “Under New Management”

1
9am BEPC
Preschool

Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

Church Happenings

1
1
1
1
3
4
4
4
4
4
6
8
8
9
9
9
12
15
18
21
24
25
26
26
26
26
28
28
29
30

Abigail Davis
Maura Day
Stephen Hill
McNair Tornow
Don Luginbuhl
Ted Roeling
Marilyn Bittan
Pete Welter
Jennifer Rimel-Braverman
Katariina Marriott
Mae Weed
Spencer Pope
Jesse Pope
Tilda Brabson
Dudley Gilmer
George McManus
Ben Earwood
Camilla Dick
Anne Jones
Eva Causby
Joan Rhyne
Bill Latta III
Jean Eells
Mike Scipione
Jonathan Tate
El Wilson
Steve Bender
Nancy Kennedy
Donna Tate
Mary Dickinson

Everyone is invited to call the church office, 898-5406, or
email alisa@bannerelkpresbyterian.org to RSVP—or just join them on
Wednesdays at 12:00 p.m. at the following locations:
Oct. 9
Eat Crow Café (Foscoe)
Nov. 13 Sorrento’s
Dec. 11 Over Yonder (Valle Crucis) Christmas Gathering

Dear BEPC Family,
Thank you so much for the many notes and cards that
Paul received when he had back surgery. We are so
appreciative of your thoughtfulness. Please know how
our BEPC family means to us.
Many thanks,
Paul and Susie O’Connell

September 2019 Financials
9/5/19
9/9/19
9/16/19
9/23/19
TOTAL

$ 7,430.00
$35,352.00
$ 5,036.00
$ 7,462.00
$55,280.00

We know our seasonal residents are returning to winter
homes this month. Would you be so kind as to check with the
church office staff to ensure we have contact information for
you for the winter? You may call the church office at 828-898
-5406 or email ofice@bannerelkpresbyterian.org. Thank you!

