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From the Transitional Pastor
Now among those who went up to worship at the festival were some Greeks.
They came to Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and said to him, "Sir,
we wish to see Jesus." - John 12:20-21
“Sir, we would see Jesus.” That’s how the King James Version translated the
phrase. Those words were engraved on a plaque mounted on the back
(preacher side) of the pulpit in my home church. I didn’t know it was there
until I ventured onto the platform with my preacher-kid best friend one day. A
similar plaque was mounted on the pulpit of Columbia Seminary where I
studied. (Except in those days of heightened awareness of how language can
sometimes unintentionally appear exclusive of some people, someone had put a
piece of masking tape over the word “sir.” After all, women would be
preaching from that pulpit, too!)
In its context, this exchange seems to be a signal to Jesus that “his hour” has
come. The ones asking to see Jesus are Greeks. They approach Philip, a
disciple with a decidedly Greek name (Alexander the Great’s father was
Philip), from a more “mongrelized” neighborhood of Israel (Galilee), perhaps
because they think someone with a Greek name would be less likely to turn
them away. They are Gentiles, foreigners, “unclean” from a ritual standpoint.
Jesus may not want to associate with them. Quite the contrary. They give
credence to the worry just voiced by the priests at Jesus’ popularity: “The
world has gone after him.” Jew and Gentile alike want to see Jesus.
Everybody wants to see Jesus. And in John’s world “seeing” is much more
than laying eyes on something.
Masking tape or no masking tape, the reminder on the back of so many pulpits
gets it right: Everybody wants to see Jesus (whether they know it or not).
Helping him to be seen is every minister’s job. Among many other important
things, helping a congregation see Jesus is the most important job of a transitional pastor. I prefer that designation because “interim” can be understood as
a placeholder when that is not what is happening. A pastoral vacancy is not a
static period. The new person God has God’s eye on will NOT be like Feild.
Feild was right for “then.” His gifts were just what you needed. He helped you
get to where you are—a wonderful place, I might add. The next person will be
right for what the congregation is yet to face. His or her gifts will be just what
will be needed for the next phase of mission and ministry—which will also be a
wonderful experience. So, change has happened in Feild’s leaving; it will continue while I am here because I am not Feild; and it will keep happening when
the next person comes because they are neither Feild nor I.
(continued on next page)

There certainly will be adjustments to be made as we get used to the “new normal” on the way to the next new-er normal. My
main job is to help all of us to stay focused on the overarching purpose of the church, day in and day out, no matter who is at the
helm: to show the world Jesus. I am grateful for the privilege of working with all of you in that endeavor. You already are doing a great job. (My instructions from General Presbyter, Bobbi White, were “Don’t mess it up!”)
Peace †, Deck
A personal word from Deck and Deb:
We have been overwhelmed at the warmth of the welcome you have extended us—so much so that I no longer worry about
weathering the cold winter! As we get settled in, we look forward to getting to know you better. Thank you for making us feel so
at home already.

Opportunities To Learn And Grow

August Session Review
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Welcomed Rev. Deck Guess as Interim Pastor
Received/Reviewed: Strengths, Needs, and Current Plans of Session Committees
Received Stewardship and Finance Update
Presbytery of Western NC: attended by commissioner Steve Hill on 7-30
Upcoming: Church Family Retreat at Holston Camp on September 21
Space available: two children in BEPC Preschool
Needed: two leaders, one for Youth and one for Sunday School class for our youngest children
Needed: assistance with Fellowship Hall set-up for 2nd Sunday Brunch
Needed: two members for the upcoming Nominating Committee

Faith Seekers’ Class - 9:30am Room 215
About the Faith Seekers’ Class: Explore various issues, using music, video and conversation.
Money: Receives an offering for good causes and needs

Sept 1 and 15: We will continue with the study of Cold Case Christianity by J. Warner Wallace who was a
devout atheist. Then Wallace realized something. Christianity was a lot like the cold cases he solved as a
homicide detective - cold cases that turned out to have enough evidence, eyewitnesses, and records to solve.
When Wallace applied his skills as an expert detective to the assertions of the New Testament, he came to a
startling realization: the case for Christianity was as convincing as any case he'd ever worked as a detective.
Martha Williams leads.
Sept 22 and 29: We will be doing a Bible study led by Steve Bender; topic to be announced.

Stained Glass Windows Repair
The stained glass repair project is continuing. The rear main floor window of the sanctuary has been replaced and the balcony windows have been removed and temporarily replaced with a clear glass window. The stained glass is being repaired and preserved and will be back in place by September
20th. Contributions continue coming in to cover the costs of the windows. We have received over
$10,000 already but still have a need for an additional $16,000 over the next year so please consider
making a contribution if you can. We will keep you posted each month of our progress.

Women’s Study to Begin on September 5
It’s time for our next Presbyterian Women’s study! If you signed up to receive a book, they are
in the reception area of the church office, where you may pick up your copy. We will meet in the
FELLOWSHIP HALL with Alice Johnson as our facilitator for lesson one. See you on Thursday,
Sept. 5 at 2:00pm. Please plan to join us for a special time of study and sharing. For more information,
you may call Donna Dicks at 828-898-6667.
If you are interested in an evening study group, please contact Alisa Ballard at the church 828-898-5406.

Church Family Retreat
Saturday, September 21st

Come for one day of relaxing FUN and fellowship to

“Nourish The Gift”
The gift of faith requires nourishment to grow and stay healthy!
It’s why we worship, pray, walk, read, gather, tell stories, sing, serve, create.........
Even Jesus “went to the mountains to pray” (Matt 14: 23)
•
•
•
•

8:30 - 3:30 at Holston Camp and Retreat Center, Banner Elk
Childcare is provided for our youngest. The retreat is for all ages.
The cost is $10 per person and $25 maximum per family (5 and under free), which includes breakfast and lunch
Please sign-up in the office. Come join your church family for this special day!

American Red Cross Blood Drive
The American Red Cross will be holding a blood drive on Thursday, September 19th,
from 2:00-6:30pm in King Fellowship Hall. Banner Elk Presbyterian Church is happy
to provide the space for blood drives. Sponsoring a blood drive is an important
community responsibility and helps many people in our area. Please mark your calendar for
September 19th. If you are able, please help the Red Cross reach their goal! You can make an
appointment, by going to www.redcrossblood.org and put in sponsor code: Lees-McRae
or call Nurse Carl at 898-8862.

Wanted…Your Contact Information!
In order to keep our church directory current and correct, please look at your personal entry and
let us know if there are changes or additions to be made.
A perfect listing would include:
Name (including nicknames)
Local mailing address
E-mail addresses for each family member
Phone numbers (home and cell for each person)
Your “other” mailing address (seasonal) and dates you will use it
If there is no photo with your listing, please notify the church office and we’ll be glad to take one after worship or you may
submit your own picture (head and shoulders only, please). Send to admin@bannerelkpresbyterian.org
Thank you for helping to make our directory current and useful. We need to know your smiling face!

Permanent Funds Ministry
From the Back Pew… And the Permanent Funds Ministry.
A beautiful and historic sanctuary, gorgeous stained glass windows, comfy padded pews, new hymnals, welcome fans and air conditioning in the summer and heat in the winter—our Sunday surroundings could not better prepare us for weekly worship.
I give thanks to the donors through the years who provided the wherewithal for these items of creature
comfort…the loving gifts made in years past that have paid forward for our benefit today. I remember
the sermon message that “love looks forward.”
As you consider how you might pay your love of God, church and community forward, consider a current or future gift
through the Permanent Funds Ministry. “I invite you to be a blessing” to others many years from now.

Stewardship 2020

Marge Persons Remembered
A long time member of Banner Elk Presbyterian Church, Marge Persons, died Sunday
August 18th in Elizabethton, Tennessee. She was 88 years old. Marge will be buried in
Philip, South Dakota where her husband, Clyde, is buried.

Banner Elk Presbyterian Church Stewardship VISION 2020

Marge Persons and her husband Clyde joined our church in May 21, 1995. Marge would laugh when
asked where she was from and reply, “From the mountains, to the prairies, to the oceans white with
foam, God bless America, my home sweet home.” Marge lived in many interesting places over her
lifetime, (South Dakota, Aruba, Venezuela and Egypt) but she always felt that moving to the mountains
of NC was “almost heaven”.

Thanks to all those who have turned in their 2020 Commitment Cards. It was a very good
beginning as 70 cards totaling $239,600 were received. There are a number of people who
normally pledge who have yet to do so, and we ask them to please turn in their pledges as
soon as possible to help our church leadership do its planning for the coming year.

Though Marge will be missed by her family and friends, she will always be remembered for “Classical Magic” a music
Program which she developed to educate young children into the joys and appreciation of classical music. With the help
of several music teachers and Banner Elk children to demonstrate the program, it became a nationwide success.
Marge and her husband were teaching missionaries in Oaxaca, Mexico for two years after retiring. They were both known as
energetic and enthusiastic lovers of continued learning and lively discussion. When Clyde’s health began to decline in 2015,
they moved to Tennessee to be near one of their three daughters. Clyde died in 2016; even though Marge remained in
Tennessee, she was still loved and remembered by many in Banner Elk.
Godspeed, good and faithful servant.

Banner Elk Presbyterian Church Youth Groups
•

Middle & High School Sunday school; will meet on the 1st and 3rd Sunday or every
month, first time meeting on Sunday Sept. 15th at 10:00am.
• Younger youth Sunday School, every Sunday at 10:00am. No class second Sunday of
every month due to brunch.
• Don't forget to sign up for BEPC Family Retreat at Holston Camp, Saturday Sept 21st, 8:30am-3:30pm. Child care is available for our youngest ones. $10.00/person, max $25.00/family. Sign up at the church office.
• Middle & High School families-Do you want to attend the Youth Rally at Montreat hosted by PWNC on Sunday Sept. 22nd,
2:50-6:15pm? This is a free, fun filled event and Mike Shaw has agreed to chaperone if anyone wants to go. He can fit 4 students
in his car. Please let A.C. Marriott know if you are interested in attending so we can start planning.
• Middle and High School Service Day- Saturday Sept. 14th helping Habitat for Humanity build a new house in Newland,
9:00am-2:00pm. Who can help this day? If anyone needs a ride, A.C. Marriott can take 3 students and she will meet at the
church. Please let A.C. know (828-897-1467) if you plan to participate ASAP so that she can communicate with Habitat to confirm number of helpers.
• Younger youth, ages 3-11, will start meeting for lunch, bible study and activities, on the first Sunday of every month after
worship, starting October 6th from 12:30-2:00pm in the King Fellowship Hall.

There will be Commitment Cards in the narthexes and pew racks for the next few weeks

for anyone needing one.

Carolyn West Assistance
As many of you know, Carolyn West has been recuperating in Asheville following
a stroke and cancer surgery. She has many friends at Beech Mountain and Banner
Elk who have felt frustrated by the inability to directly help Carolyn while she is
recovering in Asheville. If she were close by, we would be baking meals, visiting,
running errands, etc. Since we can’t do those things, a group of friends on Beech
Mountain have set up the Carolyn West Fund at the Fifth Third Bank in Banner
Elk to accept donations for her benefit and care. If you would like to contribute,
please make a check payable to the Carolyn West Fund and deposit it directly at
Fifth Third Bank. Cash is also accepted.
Any unused funds will be donated in Carolyn’s name to the New Opportunity
School for Women (NOSW) at Lees-McRae College. Carolyn has worked on the
NOSW Advisory Board for many years.

Carolyn has recently been moved to a rehab facility which is not far from where Jeremiah and Susan West live.
Jeremiah, Carolyn’s son, has been diagnosed with B-cell lymphoma and is undergoing chemotheraphy treatment.
If anyone would like to visit Carolyn, the address of the rehab center is Givens Estates Health Center,
Room# 305, 600 Barrett Lane, Asheville, NC 28803.

19th Annual Volunteer Avery County Charity Golf Tournament
Friday, September 6, 2019

Comfort Makers

Linville Land Harbor Golf Club management, members and volunteers
are proud to host this year’s Avery County Charity Golf Tournament

September Dedication - Dan Akerblom
The Comfort Makers joyously dedicate their September
blankets to Dan Akerblom. This month, we are
showing a twin set based on sports. These covers
should be perfect for our Habitat for Humanity
children, and Dan seems to be a perfect choice for the
dedication. Although he doesn’t like to be a leader, he
loves helping out, taking down tables after events,
cleaning up, or anything else needed. Officially, Dan
is one of the sextons of our church, so he has many
duties in his assigned months. Dan is a retired construction worker, who is very open about a stroke that changed his life. Not
only did the stroke send him into early retirement, but it also led him to seek new ways for self-improvement. It was “eyeopening,” as he says, as he rediscovered his faith. He turns to the Apostle Paul, who tells us Christ died for our sins, and we
should show our gratitude. Through his faith and works, he demonstrates this gratitude. Just recently, Dan joined our church,
although he has been attending for some time: one more step in his journey of faith and gratitude. On any given day, you can see
Dan feeding his many goats and chickens on his small farm. If you can catch him when he has eggs in his trunk, you can get
some of the best eggs in the county! We are so thankful that Dan Akerblom is in our lives!

Proceeds go to Volunteer Avery County and Community Services...
please join us for an exciting time for a wonderful cause.
•
•
•
•
•
•

Entry fee $200 per team or $50 per player (remember it is tax deductible)
Create your own foursome – men, ladies, or mixed
Texas Scramble Format
Registration at 11:00 at the golf house with 12:30 shotgun start
Social Hour/Meal at end of play at the golf house
Silent Auction /Tournament winners announced at social hour

Sign-up sheets are available at Linville Land Harbor Golf Shop. Completed information and entry fees must be received by
September 3, 2019 . They can be dropped off at the Golf Shop or mailed to Jim Sowell at the address on the sign-up sheet.

Hall of History

Music in the worship service, 2019

Lasting Gift from Chuck Portaro!
When Chuck Portaro and his wife Tara came to this church, they had heard a little about
its history and were intrigued. Chuck was immediately absorbed by the book “The Sacred
Flame” that was presented to them when they became affiliate members. Then, the whole
town became more conscious of Rev. Edgar Tufts’ legacy this past summer due to Janet
Speer’s play. But Chuck noticed that there was no historic documentation in our church
building.

and had digitally upgraded.

So he undertook, on his own, to provide us with excellent documentation! Chuck spent a
great deal of time researching and gathering photos suitable for a permanent display. His
work includes elegant framing and clear captions on the important old pictures he located

Chuck started the exhibit with photos of what he calls the “three main forefathers”: Rev. Edgar Tufts, his son, Edgar Hall
Tufts, and Dr. W.C. Tate. Those pictures are strategically placed in the nook near the elevator on the church’s first floor. Also
on the first floor are hall displays that show the early history of Grandfather Home and Grace Hospital. Some photos of “the
school” (later Lees-McRae College) are there too, while some are still being collected by Chuck. The two vestibules are also
getting historic pictures of our church’s work.

As we approach the end of our early summer services, we are blessed to have had a men's
choir participate each Sunday morning at 8:30. While we are a bit fewer in numbers, we have
made an effort to keep our musical standards high and bring you, the congregation,
meaningful selections each week as part of worship. To each participant in the choir a
heartfelt appreciation is expressed, with the hope that each of you will be willing and able to
return in the coming year.
In addition, our traditional 11am choir has been "going strong" even though life has caused
several members to step away this year. We wish each of you good health and will miss your loyalty and participation.
We are grateful for new people coming into our group, as well as those who sing with us for the time they are in our
community (mostly summer). You are each a valuable addition to our choir and we are always appreciative of your talents
and service. To those who may be in the congregation on a year-round basis or shorter term and enjoy singing, we would be
pleased to have you sing with us. Our "requirement" is only that you can match pitch, we will learn the rest as we go!
Singing has been stated as "time not taken from life " as well as "he (she) who sings prays twice". It is also a special service of
those who participate in weekly worship to enhance our time together as a congregation in praise to our God.

- Diane Rydell, Choir Director/Organist

Around the Church…..

This archival contribution to our church, sharing its amazing history, including its three ‘’daughter”
ministries, is a wonderful gift. “I just got fascinated by this church’s rich history, and thought it needed
documenting,” says Chuck. “I loved doing it and really got my arms around the history as I went along.”
We hope everyone will take time to view and enjoy these exhibits. The legacy of our forefathers keeps
inspiring us. And thanks to Chuck Portaro, we’ll continue to be reminded of our beginnings.
- Dudley Gilmer

BEPC Preschool
I am happy to let you know that the preschool year has started off with a bang. Our first day was Wednesday August 7th,
following the Avery County school calendar. We have a wonderful group of returning and new students. Please help us welcome Ms. Britt as a new member of our teaching team. She will be helping Ms. Martie in the 2-year-old classroom while Ms.
Lucy and I teach in the 3-year-old classroom and Ms. Kerri continues to take lead of our 4-year-old class. I am very confident
in our teaching team and know we will have a successful school year.

Good Wishes to Marge Bailey
Many of us didn’t get a chance to hug Marge Bailey good-bye when she recently moved to her new
home in the Winston-Salem area. She was active in our church for many years, having moved parttime to Beech Mountain in the 1970s with her daughter and late husband, Ralph. They later lived
here year-round. Marge is extremely sociable and has been the center of activity and fun wherever
she is. Friends on Beech Mountain laugh that if anyone has needed info on what’s going on up
there, they just called Marge who cheerfully kept them up-to-date. She has been instrumental in
helping establish the Beech Mountain Historical Society and is well-known for leading lively wildflower walks. Several years ago, Marge was “inspired” to begin the JULIETS, a BEPC women’s
lunch group (a take-off name from the men’s group, known as the ROMEOS). Many friendships
have formed through this group of friends. It’s sad as members and friends move away, but as we send Marge on to her next
adventure, we wish her many years of healthy good times. We’ll be looking forward to her visiting us often. Here is Marge’s
new contact information:
Marge Bailey, 3121 Bermuda Run Village Dr., Bermuda Run, NC 27006
Telephone:336-998-3094 Email: margaretbailey31@gmail.com

Happy Belated Birthday, Frank Thoubboron!
In late June, Frank celebrated his 90th birthday! Because they were
still in Florida, we missed it, so here are our best wishes a little
late! Frank and Evelyn have been summer members and friends for
many years, giving much to our church. One memorable treasure is
Frank’s sense of humor, which he shared in his Christmas letters, just
a small sample of which include:

For the past three weeks we have been learning more about our students, getting adjusted to rules and routines and
establishing new friendships. Bible study in the chapel every Thursday is off to a good start; we have enjoyed Bible stories
with Mr. Ed and getting to know our new pastor, Deck Guess. Our amazing group of story readers have paid us a visit and we
are excited to continue the music program on a consistent basis with Mrs. T. I can’t thank you enough for the donations we
have received to support both our scholarship and music programs. Please contact me if you would like to contribute to help
sustain our extraordinary preschool. Since we still have a few openings available in the preschool, please tell friends and
family and spread the word in our community.
- A.C. Marriott, Preschool Director

Frank with wife,
Evelyn.
Preschool Staff:
Martie Dodd, Lucy Corning Britt Ammann,
Keri Ledford, A.C. Marriott

“People are always asking me why I smile all the time; the real
reason is that most of the time, I can’t hear them.”
“I knew I was getting old when I had to get a building permit for my
medicine cabinet.”
And on a deeper note:
“Knowing about God is not nearly as important as knowing God.”
“We should love people and use things, not the other way around.”
We are happy that you are with us for the rest of the summer and fall
and send wishes for happy years ahead!

Frank with friends,
E.C. Newman and
Tony Fortune

Prayer Shawl Group

Walking with Shadows
Walking with Shadows is a support group that meets to discuss, share resources, and discover new
ways of coping with family and friends with mental challenges. The group meets the second Monday of
each month at 7pm in the Margaret Tate Parlor. An important part of our group is to find ways that
members can place themselves in a healthy mental state so they can better serve their loved one. Any
further questions may be directed to Janet Speer speerj@lmc.edu. The next meeting will be
Monday, September 9th.
Barbeque--Calzones--Ribs--Grits ‘n Gravy--FRIENDS!!

Some of our church members are part of our “knitters and crocheters” group which meets the first and
third Monday of each month from 2-4 to create beautiful shawls. These are given to folks who need to
know that our church cares for them, and to help them feel God’s presence during times of joy,
distress, illness or loss. Questions? Call Alice Johnson at 979-219-2104 or Claire Fortune
at 828-898-4950. We would love to have you join the group!

Stephen Ministry

About 15 years ago, a group of BEPC men began eating lunch together on Thursdays. We’ve tried just
about every restaurant in the area as we’ve enjoyed gaining friendships and chowin’ down.
I’ve been listening to comments made by some of the guys who attend, and here are a few things I’ve
heard:
“I’ve gotten to know guys I’d never have known.”
“I like sampling all the lunch spots.”
“I’m glad we don’t get into politics or deep stuff—or have a program.”
“I’m glad we don’t take roll call. You can just drop in whenever it suits you.”
We invite you to come, bring a friend and be part of this group. Make suggestions of places you like to eat. We meet at the
church about 11:15 on Thursdays or you can meet us at the restaurant. Here’s our schedule for the next few weeks:
Sept. 5
Sept. 12
Sept. 19
Sept. 26
Oct. 3
Oct. 10
Oct. 17
Oct. 24
Oct. 31

Christa’s Country Corner (Pineola)
Ridgewood Barbeque (Bluff City, TN)
Bayou Smokehouse and Grill
The Italian Restaurant (Pineola)

The members of our Stephen Ministry Leadership Team are excited about the applicants
they will be interviewing this month. After our Stephen Ministers are selected, training will
begin! As we launch this important mission, please keep us in your prayers. If you have
questions, please call Catherine Upchurch (828-773-5167), Janet Speer (828-898-5943),
or Murry Haber (919-523-3465).

Presbytery of Western N.C.
Presbytery of Western North Carolina Helps Feed Hungry Children in Avery County

Christa’s Country Corner (Pineola)
Puerto Nuevo
Highlander’s Grill
Bella’s
Banner Elk Café (new section)

If you’d like to get a weekly email or phone call reminder, please call the church office, 898-5406, or let me know (898-4950).

The. Rev. Bobbi White (center), the General Presbyter of
PWNC, along with Reid Duncan (right) of the presbytery’s
Hunger Committee, present a check for $5,000 to Dick
Larson (left) , Executive Director of Feeding Avery
Families. This money will be used to help establish and
stock food pantries in Avery County Schools.

--Tony Fortune

Second Sunday Brunch
Second Sunday Brunch - September 8th!
Mark your calendar for the “Second Sunday Brunch” on September 8th! Since there are two Sunday services during the summer months , our Second Sunday Brunch is neatly sandwiched between
the two.
This month, Banner Elk Presbyterian Church Session is sponsoring the brunch! Please bring a
favorite breakfast/lunch dish to share, and enjoy with friends and family. Join us post-8:30am
service and pre-11 am service on Sunday, September 8th.
Remember that we plan to present a Second Sunday event the second Sunday of every month
through 2019 - keep those dates open!

Jane Stephenson’s New Book!
The Stephenson Center for Appalachia at Less-McRae College invites you to a
reception and book signing for distinguished alumna Jane Stephenson and Dr.
Michael Joslin, director of the center. From 12:00-3:00 pm. on Sunday, September 15 and from 12:00-2:00 on Wednesday September 18, the two authors
will greet visitors and sign books in the King-Shivell Gallery of the Cannon
Student Center on campus. Refreshments will be served.
Banner Elk native Jane Stephenson grew up as part of the Lees-McRae College community as her father
Braxton Baucom, the business manager, guided the school through difficult financial times. She later
graduated from and taught at Lees-McRae, where she met and married John Stephenson, who rose to become president of Berea College, where Jane started the New Opportunity School for Women.
Her recently published book I Am Not A Nobody: Studies of Courageous Appalachian Women and Their Journeys with the
New Opportunity School for Women is the third in a series of books that chronicle and celebrate the lives of women who have
lifted up their lives through their participation in one of the three New Opportunity Schools for Women that operate in Berea,
Kentucky, Bluefield, Virginia, and Banner Elk at Lees-McRae College. Included in this latest volume is a biography of Jane
written by Crystal White Kieloch who served on the board of directors of the NOSW Foundation, Inc.

28
7:30am Men’s Prayer
Breakfast at BE Café

JULIETS “Under New Management”

September Birthdays
3
4
4
8
9
9
10
14
17
18
20
21
21
25
26
27
27
28
29
30

27
Office Closed

Roger Wiedeback
Barbara Hosbein
Allen Speer
Tommy Councill
Travis Henley
John Williams,III
Jacque Butler
Judy King
Joe Stapleton
Grover Gore
Amy Terrant
Martha Burns
Elaine Curtis
Evelyn Thoubboron
Bert Bittan
Philip Myers
Enid Tatje
Sandy Bishop
Amy Jones
E. C. Newman

The JULIETS, Just Us Ladies Informally Eating Together,
has a new group of coordinators. Since Marge Bailey, the
group’s “founding mother” has moved away, Susan Blalock,
Pam Murtland and Alisa Ballard will lead the group. They
are hoping to organize fun outings and events in addition to
eating lunch together, and they welcome any suggestions.
Everyone is invited to call the church office, 898-5406, or
email alisa@bannerelkpresbyterian.org to RSVP—or just join them on
Wednesdays at 12:30 p.m. at the following locations:
Sept. 11
Oct. 9
Nov. 13
Dec. 11

Bella’s Breakfast
Eat Crow Café (Foscoe)
Sorrento’s
Over Yonder (Valle Crucis) Christmas Gathering

Dear BPEC Congregation,
Gracious. Appreciative. Supportive. Joy. These are but a
few of the many positive experiences I was privileged to
experience with and from you during my month as bridge
interim pastor. It was my pleasure to be able to serve the
congregation and I am grateful to you for that opportunity. When I add this to the great support, empathy, care, food, visits, cards and phone
calls you have given to Cathy and me over the past year of our parents’ deaths, our
medical hic-ups and life transitions, we count ourselves very blessed to be counted a
part of the BEPC family and we give thanks to God for you.
Thank you.
Ed Donnell and Cathy Richmond

LMC 5:55pm – Low Risk, High Grace – Campus Ministry Needs your Help

30
9am BEPC Preschool

Last year Dr. King envisioned a place on campus where Lees-McRae College students could come experience God’s grace,
ask questions, explore religion and spirituality, in an informal setting. LMC5:55 was born out of that vision. This group
meets Sunday evenings at 5:55 pm in the Evans Auditorium Cannon Student Center.

29
8:30am Worship
9:30am SS Classes
10am Child./Youth SS Class
11 am Worship

26
9am BEPC Preschool
10:30am Preschl Chapel
11:15am Men’s Lunch
Group
2pm Women’s Study
25
9am BEPC Preschool
10am Comfort Makers
4:30pm Handbells
7:15pm Choir
22
8:30am Worship
9:30am SS Classes
10am Child./Youth SS Class
11 am Worship

23
9am BEPC Preschool

24
9am PEBC Preschool
7pm Men’s Choir

5:30pm– Wedding
Rehearsal

5:00pm Wedding

21
7:30am Men’s Prayer
Breakfast at BE Café
20
Office Closed

19
9am BEPC Preschool
10:30am Preschl Chapel
11:15am Men’s Lunch
Group
2:00pm Blood Drive
2pm Women’s Study
6pm Session
18
9am BEPC Preschool
10am Comfort Makers
4:30pm Handbells
7:15pm Choir
16
9am BEPC Preschool
2PM Prayer Shawl
Ministry
15
8:30am Worship
9:30am SS Classes
10am Child./Youth SS Class
11 am Worship

17
9am PEBC Preschool
7pm Men’s Choir

14
7:30am Men’s Prayer
Breakfast at BE Café
13
Office Closed
12
9am BEPC Preschool
10:30am Preschl Chapel
11:15am Men’s Lunch
Group
2pm Women’s Study
11
9am BEPC Preschool
10am Comfort Makers
12N JULIETS
4:30pm Handbells
7:15pm Choir
9
9am BEPC Preschool
8
8:30am Worship
9:30am - BRUNCH
10am Child./Youth SS Class
11 am Worship

10
9am PEBC Preschool
7pm Men’s Choir

7
7:30am Men’s Prayer
Breakfast at BE Café
6
Office Closed
5
9am BEPC Preschool
10:30am Preschl Chapel
11:15am Men’s Lunch
Group
2pm Women’s Study
4
9am BEPC Preschool
10am Comfort Makers
4:30pm Handbells
7:15pm Choir
3
9am PEBC Preschool
7pm Men’s Choir
2
Office Closed
Labor Day Holiday
COMMUNION
8:30am Worship
9:30am SS Classes
10am Child./Youth SS Class
11 am Worship

1

Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

Church Happenings

Students love good food and refreshments and each week LMC5:55 strives to have goodies and refreshments; things like
fresh fruit, 5 layer bean dip, chips, cookies, cake, water/soft drinks. Last year folks from Mt. Calvary Baptist and Banner Elk
UMC, as well as Dr. and Mrs. King provided some refreshments. This year LMC5:55 is reaching out to other area churches
for help.

If you would like to volunteer in providing refreshments for 10 to 14 students, please
sign up at http://bit.ly/lmc555 . The link will show available dates.

August 2019 Financials
We know our seasonal residents are returning to
winter homes this month. Would you be so kind as
to check with the church office staff to ensure we
have contact information for you for the winter? You
may call the church office at 828-898-5406 or email
ofice@bannerelkpresbyterian.org. Thank you!

8/5/19
8/12/19
8/19/19
8/26/19
TOTAL

$9,083.00
$6,699.00
$9,890.00
$7,193.00
$32,865.00

