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to everyone to join us for worship and any events you see listed in the newsletter.

CHURCH LEADERSHIP & STAFF
Moderator: Rev. Feild Russell
Clerk of Session: Susan Carter
Class 2019
Bill Ferguson Murry Haber Travis Henley Nancy Owen -

Fellowship & Nurture
Personnel
Preschool
Educational Leadership

Class of 2020
Steve Hill Carol Larson Debi Tornow Mae Weed -

Stewardship & Finance
Missions
Worship
Communications

Class 2021
Connie Addison Bob Blalock Lyndsay Ennis Bob Todd -

Personnel
Membership/Outreach
Congregational Care
Building & Grounds

Clerk of the Works: Larry Zimmer
Permanent Funds Ministry: Jim Swinkola
Treasurer: Dorothy Pullease
Asst Treasurers: Allen Clark, Ron
McGowan, Bruce Pendergast, Debi Tornow
Church Staff
Rev. Feild Russell, Pastor
Mobile: 757-846-1105
Email:
pastor@bannerelkpresbyterian.org
Alisa Ballard, Office Administrator
alisa@bannerelkpresbyterian.org
Director of Music: Diane Rydell
diane_bepc@outlook.com
Office Manager: Dedy Traver
dedy@bannerelkpresbyterian.org
Housekeeping: Margaret Trivette
BEPC Preschool: A.C. Marriott, Director
acmarriott@bannerelkpresbyterian.org.
Mary Whiteacre, Youth Leader:
maryw@bannerelkpresbyterian.org
Office Telephone: 828-898-5406
SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICES
8:30am Worship - traditional with Men’s
Gospel Choir
9:30 am Adult Sunday School
10:00 am Preschool Sunday School &
Youth
11:00 am Worship - traditional

From the Pastor….
Godbwye!
Dear friends,
As you are reading this, I am completing my last two Sundays at BEPC and
will vacate my office on July 18. I wanted to take this final opportunity to
again say “thank you” for over 7 years of shared ministry. Your faithfulness
as disciples of Jesus Christ has frequently inspired me; your kindness and
generosity to me, to one another, and to the community is a witness to all;
you have cared for me and my family in seasons of deepest sorrow and
celebrated profound joys with me. I have felt your love for me and will miss
the pastoral relationship which has allowed us to share so much.
In saying “goodbye” (16th century “Godbwye” - God be with ye!), I do want
to share some necessary protocol for our future relationship. It is my hope
that much prayer for each other will continue, and that friendships will
remain. However, for the good of the church my pastoral relationship with
you must come to an end.
In the Presbyterian Church we recognize that if members of a congregation
continue to turn to a former pastor for care and support, they are unlikely to
foster trust and a healthy relationship with a new pastor. For that reason
former pastors don’t come back to officiate at weddings, funerals, or
baptisms. They don’t participate in the life of the congregation or offer
counsel on its life and ministry. Please know that I will always care for you
deeply and that if I don't respond to you in the future exactly the way I have
in the past, it is because I also care about your developing a relationship with
your new pastor.
Laura and I will continue to live in the Newland area. Our hope is to engage
in social life and maintain relationships where possible, but we will avoid
discussion and commentary about the church’s life and leadership. We
recognize that this may be awkward for a while. We will enjoy hearing of
your celebrations and will grieve upon hearing of losses, but it is important
that the Interim Pastor, and eventually the next Installed Pastor, be the ones
handling all pastoral functions.
It has been an honor and privilege to serve our Lord Jesus Christ alongside
you. I am excited for your future; it will be a great joy to hear how Banner
Elk Presbyterian Church is flourishing over the coming years. My prayers
and love will be in the mix.
God be with you!
T. Feild Russell

Opportunities To Learn And Grow

Session Review

Faith Seekers’ Class - 9:30am Room 215
About the Faith Seekers’ Class: Explore various issues, using music, video and conversation.
Money: Receives an offering for good causes and needs

July 7: Janet Speer will talk about the legacy of Edgar Tufts
Rest of Sundays of July: Continue our study of Cold Case Christianity by J. Warner Wallace who
was a devout atheist. Then Wallace realized something. Christianity was a lot like the cold cases he
solved as a homicide detective - cold cases that turned out to have enough evidence, eyewitnesses, and records to
solve. When Wallace applied his skills as an expert detective to the assertions of the New Testament, he came to a
startling realization: the case for Christianity was as convincing as any case he'd ever worked as a detective. Martha
Williams leads.

June Session Review
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Received an update from the Mission Study Task Force
Renewed contract with a local realtor to sell property gifted to the church in previous years
Reviewed budget status and audit findings
Approved the 2019-2020 Preschool Budget
Heard plans for the financial Stewardship Campaign, “Vision 20/20,” to be chaired by Chuck Dickinson
Transferred membership of Paul and Cindy Goedhart to Belleview Presbyterian Church in Belleview, WA
Received into the membership of the church, on Reaffirmation of Faith: Sarah Quaye, Sherry Lambert and David Nichols,
and Linda Strom
Discussed protocol related to former pastors and affirmed applications of appropriate limitations for the future
Noted upcoming special events: Kirkin’ of the Tartans June 30, Edgar Tufts/Wills and Legacy Emphasis on July 7, and a
luncheon honoring Reverend and Mrs. Russell following worship July 7.
Voted to extend an Interim Pastor contract to the person recommended by the Interim Pastor Search Committee – this person will be introduced after all the proper arrangements and approvals are in place
Spent time reviewing counting procedures for Sunday offerings

Calling All Shepherds!!
Volunteers are needed who are willing to serve our congregation as monthly Shepherds. Shepherding
consists of occasionally preparing meals, making telephone calls and visits, and sending cards to members
needing our love and support. Serving as a Shepherd is a wonderful way to serve our church family. If you
are interested or would like more information, please contact Lyndsay Ennis at 828-964-5747 or Debi
Tornow at 828-387-4914.

Mayland Fellowship Meeting
Please join us on Sunday, July 14th, at Arbor Dale Presbyterian Church, 6619 Hickory Nut Gap Road, Banner Elk, for our
quarterly meeting. Meal is served at 5:30 p.m., meeting at 6:30 p.m., and program, “Guatemala Mico Loan Program”, will be
presented by Amanda Martin of Burnsville First Presbyterian at 7:30 p.m. If you haven’t joined us before, or if it has been a
while, this is a wonderful way to connect, or re-connect, with our neighboring Presbyterian Churches in Mitchell, Avery, and
Yancey Counties. Hope to see you there.

Walking with Shadows
Walking with Shadows is a support group that meets to discuss, share resources, and discover new
ways of coping with family and friends with mental challenges. The group meets the second Monday of
each month at 7pm in the Margaret Tate Parlor. An important part of our group is to find ways that
members can place themselves in a healthy mental state so they can better serve their loved one. Any
further questions may be directed to Janet Speer speerj@lmc.edu. The next meeting will be July 8th.

Sextons Needed!
The Building and Grounds Committee is looking for at least 5 more volunteers to perform
Sexton duties. For those like me who didn't know what a sexton is, the role is simply to close
the church after the 11 a.m. service is completed and the minister has finished greeting
everyone. If you can count to 7, that's how many doors to lock. The only other
responsibility is turning off all lights and fans. The job is usually completed between 12:15
and 12:30. If we can get at least 5 more volunteers, you would only be needed every other
month. To volunteer, just call the church office or Bob Todd (828-766-9234).

American Red Cross Blood Drive
The American Red Cross will be holding a blood drive on Wednesday, July 3rd from 10:00am to
3:00pm. This will be in the King Fellowship Hall. Banner Elk Presbyterian Church is happy to
provide the space for the blood drives. Sponsoring a blood drive is an important community
responsibility and helps many people in our area. Please mark your calendars. If you are able,
please help the Red Cross reach their goal! You can make an appointment, by going to
www.redcrossblood.org and put in sponsor code: Lees-McRae or call Nurse Carl at 898-8862.

Camp Scholarships
BEPC is happy to offer scholarships to help offset the cost of summer church camps!
Presbyterian related camps may be considered for up to a 60% scholarship and non-Presbyterian
camps at $100, if requested by a member parent. We will always consider exceptions on a case by
case basis, if funds are available. We hope all of our young people will enjoy a camp experience this
summer!

Permanent Funds Ministry
Permanent Funds Ministry To Help Fund Window Repair
The Permanent Funds Ministry (PFM) is making its very first contribution to the life of the church and the
beautiful structure that holds us all together - $2,500 in seed money for the repair of the stained glass
windows on the front of the church.
The fund corpus is slowly growing, and there are some earnings now available to help launch the fund drive
for this special project. This is a long-term project, hopefully good for as many as 75 years, according to
PFM chairman Jim Swinkola. “This is a legacy project, and fits perfectly into one special category of funds
growing for the future,” he said, “ capital projects with an anticipated life of 20-plus years.”
“The Permanent Funds Ministry is all about the future,” Swinkola said. “But maybe a small piece of that future is now, and
this is a good example of the legacy building that the Permanent Funds Ministry is all about - saving for future needs.”

The Many Faces of Feild
All Members and Friends
of the Banner Elk Presbyterian Church
are invited to a catered
Retirement Celebration Luncheon
in honor of Rev. Feild and Laura Russell
on Sunday July 7
following the 11:ooam Worship Service
In the King Fellowship Hall
Lunch is catered by Daniel Boone Inn
Thank you, Feild, for your love and
dedication to BEPC. We will miss you but we
send best wishes and blessings as you begin
a new chapter in life. Until we meet
again……

An Old Irish Blessing

Comfort Makers
July Dedication - Richard & Joan Rhyne
Comfort Makers joyfully dedicates our July comforter to
Richard and Joan Rhyne. Richard grew up on a farm near
Morven, and is a UNC alum, with a master’s from GWU.
Joan hails from Durham and got her first degree at the
University of Alaska and her master’s at George Mason.
(They met at UNC) They have two children, Theresa
(deceased) and Rick Jr. Add to that seven grandchildren
and great grandchildren. In the winter, they can be found
in Tampa.
Richard is a retired Colonel and served as a Wing
Commander/fighter pilot in the Air Force. He also worked
for Carolina Biological Supply Company for 16 years. Joan is a retired Director of
Business Admissions at the University of Miami. Both play golf and Joan can be found painting beautiful art pieces while
Richard takes off on his motorcycle. Both play bridge and Richard is Bridge Director on Beech.
They have attended BEPC since they built their home in 1991. We can thank them for painting several classrooms in the
Education building, for Richard’s participation in the Men’s Choir, for Joan’s ushering, and many other areas.
In the community Richard is past president of Forum, on the Board of Trustees at LMC and the Board of the Beech Mountain
Club. Joan is presently president of Forum. Thank you to the Rhynes for all they have contributed to our church and to the
community.
This comforter will be given to a worthy cause such as RAM or Habitat for Humanity.

May the road rise up to meet you.
May the wind always be at your back.
May the sun shine warm upon your face,
and rains fall soft upon your fields.
And until we meet again,
May God hold you in the palm of His hand.

BEPC Preschool
I can't thank everyone enough for supporting our preschool program during the month of May for Preschool Appreciation

Month. We had many successful events for our families and enjoyed seeing many of you for the bake and lemonade sale. The
children truly enjoyed and take pride being out in the community raising awareness for their preschool. The Comfort Makers
lovely quilt was won by Kelly Rodrigues, one of our preschool families; they were excited to have such a lovely memory of
our church in their family and thought their 2 year old son would enjoy the bear pattern. Early June the 4 year old class
graduated from the preschool program here at BEPC. We had a lovely ceremony in the sanctuary as the children sang a song
and received their diplomas. We are all so proud of their hard work and confident of their successes in Kindergarten. It is
always a bittersweet moment seeing them growing up and leaving our precious little program. Thank you to all of our
graduating families for letting us watch your children grow up along your side.

Mission Study Task Force Report
The Mission Study Task Force needs your help! A survey has been sent to you by mail and/or by
email. This survey will assist us as we begin our search for a pastor and head of staff. Please consider
your responses to the questions prayerfully and thoughtfully, and return your completed survey to the
church by July 15th.

The BEPC Session is working diligently to ensure a smooth transition from Feild Russell’s ministry with us to the next
chapter of our congregation’s mission. An Interim Pastor Search Committee is in place, and the recently created Mission
Study Task Force will pivot some to focus on a Pastor/Head of Staff position rather than an Associate Pastor position.
We will keep you posted on further developments.

Summer Camp is off to a great start. Our first week was filled with kitchen science such as exploring with different
ingredients, color sorting fruit loops, making our own butter and getting to know new friends. The second week we will
"travel" to space to learn more about our solar system, counting backwards, astronauts and more. We love going out daily to
play on our playground with some new toys and climbing activities. If you haven't been down to the playground in a while,
don't hesitate to stop by to check our additions made through the Ruth Piché Memorial.
There is no preschool summer camp the week of July 1-5th in observance of Independence Day. After that we will pick up
three more weeks of camp before preschool starts early August. We still have a few available spots so don't hesitate to
register for the 2019-2020 preschool year. For registration forms and more information please look at our website:
www.bannerelkpresbyterian.org/preschool or contact me on acmarriott@bannerelkpresbyterian.org
- A.C. Marriott, Director

Habitat for Humanity - New Service Opportunity
Want to meet some Avery County families who are applying for a Habitat house? Members of the Family Selection Committee get this opportunity! The committee meets several times a year and participates in home visits to applicants, then makes recommendations to the board of Avery County Habitat.
Dudley Gilmer has served on that committee for many years, and she wants to recruit a
successor (or two) from our church to join in this task. She will be delighted to talk with
any adult who might be interested. Call 898-9056 to learn more.

Community Events
Guided Walking Tours: Downtown Banner Elk
Saturday, July 6, 2019
Tours depart on the hour: 11:00 am to 1:00 pm.
$10 per adult; $7 per adult for current Patrons

BEPC To Host Vacation Bible School

Walk along the path of history as you learn about some of Banner Elk’s most prominent historic buildings and their roles in the community. You will be surprised what you’ll learn! We are happy to take
reservations in person or over the phone during office hours: 828-898-3634 Wed-Sat 11-3. Reservation
requests left on voicemail may not be confirmed. The tour will be approximately 1 mile of walking
including uneven terrain. We suggest wearing comfortable walking shoes. You may also want to bring
sun protection or an umbrella. Walking Tours for private groups may also be reserved throughout the season.

Banner Elk Presbyterian Church is pleased to announce that we will be
hosting a Vacation Bible School to be held the evenings of July 23-25, 2019 from
5:30-7:00pm. Children aged 3-11 are encouraged to attend and partake in Bible study, crafts, and

Heritage Bus Tour: Downtown Banner Elk

To register, please contact AC Marriott at 828-897-1467 or acmarriott@bannerelkpresbyterian.org.

You know downtown Banner Elk and the landmarks that we see now, but do you know what they once were and how they
shaped the development of our lovely town? Back at the Museum, docents will welcome guests to an open-house. Bus Tour
reservations are strongly suggested. After July 24, we are happy to take reservations in person or over the phone during office
hours: 828-898-3634 Wed-Sat 11-3. Reservation requests left over voicemail may not be confirmed.

games, with light dinner also being served. It's sure to be "A Whale of a Tale!"

Saturday, August 10, 2019
Tours depart on the half hour: 10:00 am to 12:30. The Museum will open at 9:30 this morning.

Stephen Ministry

Men’s Thursday Lunch Group:
For many years a group of men have enjoyed eating lunch together on Thursdays.. Some of the group are
not retired - and some are not even old! So far, all members of the group are guys, but no one is
excluded! Feel welcome to join this light-hearted bunch of church friends as we sample food in all the
nearby restaurants and enjoy each other’s company. Just call the church office (898-5406) or tell Alisa or
Tony if you’d like to receive the weekly phone call reminder and information.

New Members

We hope you enjoyed our Stephen Ministry Sunday in June and now feel better informed. If you feel led to be one
of these ministers, please contact Catherine Upchurch, Murry Haber or Janet Speer. We will be looking for persons
to train in September. Even summer residents can participate as there are sometimes short term needs for ministers. The training is intense but impactful. As Reverend Haber said, you can be “transformational.”

Roma Melton 1929 - 2019
Our church lost an elder member this month who was living in Calhoun, Georgia near family. Her name
was Roma Melton and she was 89. Roma was an elder in our church many years ago. She was a very active
member in the community and our church. Born in Elk Park, her life took many paths. She raised three
children while living in St. Louis and married to Caleb Melton. She and Caleb moved back to Banner Elk
when the children grew up. Her activity here could not be equaled and we will forever be grateful for her
contribution to our church. We offer our condolences to her family. Caleb is interred in our BE community
cementery The week of July 4th thru 15th, the family will be here to celebrate her life.

New members continue to grace our door step: Elaine
Curtis in May, Linda Strom Sarah Quaye, Sherry
Lambert and David Nichols in June! All come to us by
reaffirmation of faith.

Elaine Curtis is a retired accountant, and has
been in this area for some 22 years. Gardening
is her special interest and gift: appropriately,
her hobby is cooking!

Tidbits from the Past
The Mountain Stone Church

Elaine Curtis

This original poem was found in Betty Graham Funderbuck-Voklner’s mother’s
possessions and given to BEPC on May 25, 2004. It was probably written between
1912-1920. Betty’s parents, Mildred Rebecca Lowe (who was born in the old Banner
Elk Hotel) and William Alexander Graham, Jr. (known as “the cheese man”)
were the first couple to be married in this church on August 8, 1922.

Linda Strom is a retired paralegal who
moved here three years ago. She likes
travel (having lived five years in Costa Rica and nine years in China), meeting people and playing bridge.
Sarah Quaye
Sarah Quaye comes from both the closest
distance and the furthest distance. She’s a
sophomore studying nursing at neighboring
Lees-McRae College, and she comes from
Ghana! She’s been here for 10 months, and has
been a Christian for eight years. She saw the
church sign board when she came to LMC, “and
decided to worship there while on campus.”
arah is particularly interested in singing, drawing
and knitting, with a special gift in sewing.

Linda Strom.

Sherry Lanbert & David Nichols
Sherry Lambert and David Nichols moved to the area from Charlotte two years ago, and heard
about our church from friends. He has a background as a Navy pilot and as a self-employed
business consultant/administrator. Sherry works in IT support for a firm in Charlotte, giving her
special expertise in the use and support of Windows computers and networks. She also has
special talents as a silversmith and laying tile, and additional interests in crocheting, knitting and
gardening.

Far away among the shadows,
Of the North Carolina hills,
Far beyond the restless cities
With their sorrow and their thrills,
Stands a rugged, rough stone temple,
With its steeple towering high
Reaching, as it were, to kiss
The blueness of the sky.

Then as the shadows softly lengthen
Through the window ‘cross the pew
There comes a sacred benediction
Somehow hovering over you.
While the organ and the chorus
Take up the tune we all love best,
Thanking God for His great goodness
For all His love and tenderness.

Massive stones, all linked together
Till they look almost as one,
While the gorgeous, stained-glass windows
Reflect a rainbow in the sun.
But, when the silent shades of evening
Creep across the distant hill
You can hear the church bell calling,
For all is calm; yes, all is still.

It is this grand old church that guides us
As a lighthouse in a storm,
Reflecting ‘cross our wayward journey
“Peace, sweet peace, for Christ is born”.
A beacon light across the pathway
It offers Christ to all who come
To Him for pardon and for power –
This grand old church of mountain stone.

27
7:30am Men’s Prayer
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2
7pm Men’s Choir

3
10am Comfort Makers
4:30pm Handbells
7:15pm Choir

JULIETS

1
2PM Prayer Shawl
Ministry

Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

Church Happenings

2
2
3
4
4
5
6
7
7
8
9
9
9
9
9
12
13
14
15
15
19
21
22
22
23
24
24
25
26
27
28
30

Jane Richardson
Diane Earwood
Sylvia Hahn
Ben Garris
Will Garris
Coy Franklin
Chuck Portaro
Claire Fortune
Ellen Stapleton
Paula Fryar Garris
Ralph Brown
Corben Brewer
Will Hagna
Lindy Linenberger
Alice Durham
Ed Donnell
Anne Shinn
Judy Ward
Bob Anderson
Jim Swinkola
Jan Miller
Pat Huff
Betsy Hill
Judy Roeling
Jane Boyer
Roma Angel
Mary Ann Davis
Hampton Owen
Eriana Fidler
Laurel Ward
Jaxon Gallop
A.C. Marriott

The JULIETS will next meet for food and fellowship on Wednesday July 10 at 1200 pm. The place
will be The Pedalin’ Pig Restaurant on Highway 105
just beyond the Tynecastle Shopping area. Sign up at
the Church or call Marge Bailey ( 387-4628)

Flower Angels
BEPC has 11 Flower Angels (you know who you are), who
have placed flowers in the sanctuary on particular Sundays
for the past several years. We are thankful for their
generosity of sharing the gift of flowers with the
congregation, as it adds beauty to the atmosphere of worship.
We would like to grow our Flower Angels. There are many
dates between now and the end of November. If you feel led
to add to our worship in this way, please sign up on the
calendar on the wall by the nursery. Once you sign up, it is up to you to order
flowers from a local florist, pick and arrange flowers from your flower garden or
purchase from a retailer. Vases for your arrangements can be found in the flower
closet across from the elevator doors outside Session Room. Questions? Contact
Deka Tate at 828-898-9203.

2019 Lees-McRae Summer Theatre
2019 Lees-McRae Summer Theatre Outreach has extended an invitation to the congregation to join in
celebrating the life and legacy of Reverend Edgar Tufts
by attending one of two performances of From The
Mountaintop. This was written by our own Janet Speer.
If you are interested in attending the show, please call
Alisa Ballard at the church office 828-898-5406.

June 2019 Financials

6/3/19
6/6/19
6/10/19
6/17/19
6/25/19
Total

$ 7,858.00
$ 3,400.00
$34,301.00
$ 5,791.00
$10,912.00
$62,262.00

Church Name Tags: As we have more new members and visitors
joining our midst, it is especially helpful for all to wear their church
nametags. If you are in need of one, please contact the church office at
828-898-5406 or email at office@bannerelkpresbyterian.org If you
have ordered a name tag, they will be on the counter in the outer church
office.

