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From the Pastor….
Easter People

Class 2019
Bill Ferguson Murry Haber Travis Henley Nancy Owen -

Fellowship & Nurture
Personnel
Preschool
Educational Leadership

Cemeteries evoke a broad range of emotions for most people. Some find them
depressing reminders of loved ones lost, of life forever altered in negative
ways, of loneliness and emptiness. For some, cemeteries are statements of the
inevitability and finality of death.

Class of 2020
Steve Hill Carol Larson Debi Tornow Mae Weed -

Stewardship & Finance
Missions
Worship
Communications

Cemeteries, like churches, summon positive emotions for me. I had the
opportunity to walk a through a large, old cemetery recently when attending a
family funeral. Covering close to 200 acres, I could only view a few of the
markers that span three centuries. Despite the size and age of Blandford
Cemetery in Petersburg, VA, it is rather intimate and personal to me.

Class 2021
Connie Addison Bob Blalock Lyndsay Ennis Bob Todd -
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Congregational Care
Building & Grounds
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Church Staff
Rev. Feild Russell, Pastor
Mobile: 757-846-1105
Email:
pastor@bannerelkpresbyterian.org
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Office Manager: Dedy Traver
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Housekeeping: Margaret Trivette
BEPC Preschool: A.C. Marriott, Director
Mary Whiteacre, Youth Leader:
maryw@bannerelkpresbyterian.org
Office Telephone: 828-898-5406
SUNDAY WORSHIP SERIVCES
9:30 am Adult Sunday School
10:00 am Preschool Sunday School &
Youth
11:00 am Worship - traditional

There lie the graves of both sets of grandparents, uncles and aunts, ancestors
going back to the 1700’s, even my father. I recognized family names: Bragg,
Jones, Bolling, Russell, Bernard, Feild, Atkinson, Friend, Willson…too many
to note. I have heard colorful stories about some, while others remain mostly a
mystery to me. These blood kin influenced my life in ways both tangible and
intangible.
And then there are the thousands of others buried whose names I am not
familiar with, whose lives I know nothing about. The only thing I can
confidently say is that they all came to that place because they all shared
something in common: mortality.
But there is something else most of them share that speaks powerfully to me;
each grave conveys the message of death, and yet the vast majority of them
proclaim the victory of one who triumphed over death and changed the
dynamic for all of us. Cemeteries, for me, are a powerful witness not to
hopelessness and sorrow, but to the victory and joy wrapped up in Easter.

In his first letter to the Thessalonians Paul says he writes in part so that the
Christians there “may not grieve as others do who have no hope.” That is one
of the most profound messages of the resurrection of Jesus: death is not as final
as it seems. Take a walk in a church cemetery this month; do you believe that
death was the absolute end for all those buried there? If so, your grief will be
full of hopelessness, as the power of death goes unchallenged.
But if you believe that those markers and epitaphs shout what the New
Testament conveys– the resurrection of Jesus Christ – then you are an Easter
Person. For after the arrest and abuse and crucifixion and death and tomb,
Jesus rose. And after the cancer, the heart attack, the stroke, the accident – after
the funeral and the burial and the erection of a marker…we are raised
with him!
- Feild

Opportunities To Learn And Grow
Faith Seekers’ Class - 9:30am Room 215
About the Faith Seekers’ Class: Explore various issues, using music, video and conversation.
Money: Receives an offering for good causes and needs

March Session Review
•
•
•

Faith Seekers will meet only twice this month.
April 7 - Catherine Upchurch will lead the final session on the Phillip Yancy book,
Vanishing Grace.
April 14 - Fellowship Brunch - NO CLASS
April 21: Easter - NO CLASS you are encouraged to attend Sunrise services at Grandfather Home
April 28: Steve Bender: Bible Study. TBA
New Women’s Study Begins May 2
Beginning on May 2 and running through June 27, a new women’s study will be held on Thursdays
from 2:00-3:00pm. The group will meet in the adult Sunday school classroom on the second floor,
directly over the pastor’s study. Anyone is welcome to join the group; different women will facilitate
discussion of the Presbyterian Women’s study of the Beatitudes.
Please notify Donna Dicks (828-898-6667 or dbdicks@skybest.com) if you plan to attend so that we
can order the correct
number of booklets. Each person is asked to pay for her copy ($8 each) in the church office. Alisa
Ballard will be ordering them the second week in April, so that participants can have the material to
prepare for the first lesson on May 2.

The previous study was such a success that we hope to keep our group meeting regularly
throughout the year. Plan to join this caring, supportive and vibrant group as we explore a
deeper understanding of Scripture.

Special Community Lenten Study Offered
Continuing through April 10th, a Lenten Bible series is led by Dr. Michael Vines of Lees-McRae
College. Dr. Vines is an excellent and well-respected teacher on campus; he also serves as a
popular church school leader at Boone United Methodist, where he is a member. Bring Your Own Bag
Lunch and join us for learning, discussion & fellowship. The study will be from 11:30am to 12:45pm each
Wednesday. Coffee & Water provided. The class to the Faith Seekers Sunday School Classroom,
upstairs classroom - above the pastor’s study.

Presbyterians Today

•
•
•

Established membership of the Mission Study Task Force as follows: at-large members Donna Dicks,
A. C. Marriott, Jesse Pope, and McNair Tornow; Session members Lindsay Ennis, Steve Hill,
and Nancy Owen
Received a presentation on Stephen Ministry
Heard a detailed report from the Music Program Recruitment Task Force, and engaged in a vigorous discussion about choir recruitment and strategies, particularly the pros and cons of offering scholarship or stipend
pay to those who might serve as section leaders for the choir
Noted positive reports from Stewardship and Finance as well as other committees
Approved a wedding in the sanctuary for an LMC employee, on September 21
Changed the April Session meeting date from the 18th (Maundy Thursday) to April 25

Permanent Funds Ministry
From the Back Pew… …
and the Permanent Funds Ministry (with credit to Lewis Carroll and Jabberwocky)
O frabjous day! Callooh! Callay!
My taxes now are gone away! Three weeks early, to boot!
I was as wary as anyone else about changes to the US tax system, and mostly I was not pleased - no
refund. I did find one takeaway however, and for me it involves how I give to the church.
We (couples) now have an automatic standard deduction of $24,000, or $26,600 for seniors. If most
of your deductible expenses and current charitable giving fit under that new and larger amount - you
get little or no extra credit for extra charitable giving. However, if you are over 70 ½, you must take
required minimum distributions (RMDs) from your IRAs - and one of two things happens: that amount of extra income is
fully taxed, potentially raising your tax bracket, or you give part or all of it away and avoid part or all of the tax.
Enter the church (and the Permanent Funds Ministry). If you do most or even all of your charitable giving through your
RMDs, you (probably) will avoid more taxable income and still achieve your giving goals.
So, taking my vorpal sword in hand, I’m planning to take the standard deduction in 2020, and do all my giving through my
RMDs. It’ll take a little planning, maybe a little extra paperwork in contacting the financial institutions that hold my IRA
funds, but I believe I and the church, will come out ahead. And the momerathsoutgrabe! You too, maybe?!

Around the Church…..

Our church has recently subscribed to four copies of Presbyterians Today magazine for the congregation’s
reading. It is a monthly publication, full of interesting articles about the larger church in action. Please feel free
to borrow a copy, take it home to read and return it so that others may also enjoy this denominational magazine.

Pastor’s Office Hours
Office Hours: Reverend Russell will be setting aside Tuesdays from 10:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. for “drop-ins” to
the office. Feild will not be in the office on April 30th.

Home Communion
Home Communion will be offered to those who request it on the Monday following the first Sunday of each
month. Please contact the church office or the Pastor directly if you or a family member would like to be
included.

BEPC Up and Coming Acolytes!
BEPC Handbell Choir March, 2019

International Spring Fiesta at Lees-McRae College

Hooray! For 60 Years of Holston’s Summer Camp!

On Wednesday, April 3, an international food fair will be held at 7:00pm in Evans
Auditorium. Jointly sponsored by the campus club Sois Toi Même and the Office of
Experiential Learning and International Programs, the event will feature street food/finger
foods from more than 18 countries. Students from these countries and Lees-McRae faculty and
staff will prepare dishes from “home” to share with the campus and larger community.
Gladys Bolawa, president of Sois Toi Même, states that the purpose of the food fiesta is to
celebrate diversity, different cultures and languages. Last fall, over 250 people attended a
similar event. “It was wonderful and so well received that we decided to have a spring celebration!” Gladys exclaimed.
There will be games and other activities for attendees to participate in. There is a need for cakes (a cake walk!),
cupcakes, and cookies or finger desserts. If you can help with these desserts, please let Donna Dicks know at 828-898-6667
or e-mail dbdicks@skybest.com

This year we celebrate 60 years of Summer Camp at Holston. Since 1959, Holston has conducted an
“experiment in outdoor Christian community”. The goal is to offer youth the opportunity to seek God
while building nurturing relationships. We encourage campers to “unplug” for the week and listen to
the sounds of the wind in the trees, the mountain birds, and the rushing creek. It’s a time to make new
friends, learn new activities and skills, and simply enjoy the outdoors.
Week-long Day and Overnight Camps offered through June and July.
Day Camp: Rising lst through 6th Grade
Resident Camp: Rising 2nd through 12th Grade
We have introduced new camps for 2019, but will continue with some tried and true themes:
•Biking the Virginia Creeper Trail plus hiking the AT or soaring on a high-ropes course!
• Ascending Mitchell, Rogers, and Roan mountains - 3 Peaks in 3 States Challenge!
• Canoeing and white-water rafting - Water Chihuahua Camp - especially for water dogs!
• Dedicating a camp just for girls, because it’s girls’ time to own the outdoors! Offering MAD and Night Owl camps -

back by popular demand. Inviting rising high school seniors to apply for the Counselor-in-Training program.

• Growing Day, Discovery, and Venture Camps for younger campers to participate in our traditional camp program.

Looking For a Good Lunch Spot?
If you like delicious food, good prices and a way to support a local ministry, you should have lunch
at Holston Presbytery Camp’s dining hall. The camp is located just on the other side of Wildcat Lake
at the edge of Grandfather Home for Children’s campus on Hickory Nut Gap Road.
Each weekday (Monday-Friday) from 11:00am-1:00 lunch is served, featuring two meat entrees, a
choice of several vegetable side dishes, tossed salad and a drink ALL for $8! You may also order a
hamburger or fried chicken sandwich with all the fixings, fries and a drink for the same low price, if
you prefer. A full salad bar and a drink are available for $6.
This wonderful lunch opportunity is a new program of the camp to help support their ministry and
work with children and youth during the summer. It will continue through spring, stopping for June, July and part of August to
allow for their camp programs to take place.
Stop by and enjoy the food…you never know who you may see there. We hear that the Swinkolas are regular customers!!

Help Your Church Engage Discipleship:
Encourage and Nurture Followers of Jesus to Share Faith and Serve Others
April 20-30, 2019
William Black Lodge, Montreat ,NC
Guiding the conversations and discussions will be Rev. Dr. Ray Jones, the Associate Director of
Evangelism at the Presbyterian Mission Agency in Louisville. To register, contact Billy Robinson via email:
brobinson@presbyterywnc.org. Please include “Evangelism Workshop” in the subject line.

Help Needed for Lumberton Mission Trip
We currently have 10 of 14 slots filled for the Wilmington Disaster Assistance trip; and 4 of 12 slots
filled for the Lumberton trip. If you are wanting to be part of one of these mission groups, you are
encouraged to get your registration forms filled out and sent in to PWNC office right away. We would
love to have you as part of one of these teams. If you are interested in helping with these trips, please
contact the Presbytery of Western NC Office at 828-438-4217.
Wilmington Disaster Assistance Trip
April 28 - May 4, 2019

Lumberton Disaster Assistance Trip
May 5-11, 2019

Discounts and scholarships available. See www.HolstonCenter.org or call 844-465-7866 for details.
Holston Presbytery Camp & Retreat Center
P.O. Box 428
6993 Hickory Nut Gap Rd.

Holy Week Schedule
BEPC Holy Week and Easter
Maundy Thursday - 7:00 p.m. - traditional service in the sanctuary with Holy Communion
Good Friday - 7:00 p.m. - Tenebrae service with dramatic/musical presentation in the sanctuary
Easter Sunrise - community service on hill above Grandfather Home, time TBD
Easter morning 11:00 a.m. - celebration of the resurrection
*****************************************
Mayland Fellowship Holy Week Schedule
Sunday, April 14 – Wednesday, April 17
held at
Spruce Pine First Presbyterian
970 Greenwood Road
Worship at 7:00 p.m. each night

Sunday - Steve Elderbrook, Pastor of Burnsville Presbyterian
Monday - Michael McKee, Pastor of Newland Presbyterian
Tuesday - Feild Russell, Pastor of BEPC (BEPC choir also singing)
Wednesday - John Hall, Commissioned Pastor of Micaville Presbyterian
Glenn Kaiser Concert—Signature Cigar Box Guitars
Hawk Empire will present Glenn Kaiser in Concert
May 2, 2019 7:00pm Doors open at 6:00pm
Evans Auditorium at Lees Mc-Rae College
Glen Kaiser is a Christian blues musician, singer, songwriter, and pastor.
Tickets are $10.00 and can be purchased on line at hawk-empire.ticketleap.com

BEPC Preschool
The Georgia Preschool Conference in Atlanta on March 1st & 2nd was a huge success. Ms. Lucy, Ms. Martie and I were able
to take advantage of this learning opportunity and we had a great time. At the conference, we were able to choose from an
array of courses offered 3-4 times per day. The courses included everything from how to bring music and yoga in to the
classroom, how to promote creative thinking in young children, how to communicate with parents and the community, and
how to assist children with developmental delays as well as emergency training. We all tried to take different courses to
be able to share with each other the ideas and information we were given. Each of us felt empowered, reassured and
energetic leaving the conference, knowing that we are giving our young children a great opportunity to succeed in life at our
preschool. Not only were the courses educational, we also learned a lot from talking to other teachers and directors from a
large variety of preschools. It was nice to compare activities with other small church preschools like ours and great to hear
how big preschools in large communities deal with every day schooling and staff management. This was a great trip and I am
so pleased we were able to give our staff this opportunity to grow as early childhood educators.
I also want to take the opportunity to notify you of a change in our preschool staff. Ms. Tiffiny whom has been a huge part of
the preschool for a long time, decided to leave us for another opportunity in the area. As we are saddened to see her leave, we
are thankful for her time here at the preschool and wish her the best in her future endeavors. With Ms. Tiffiny leaving, there
was room for another person to step in and I am so pleased to let you know that we found a great fit for our preschool. Ms.
Catie is a recent Appalachian State graduate in Sociology and has an infectious smile. She is a natural working with the children as she currently also works as the assistant afterschool teacher at the Banner Elk Elementary. If you see Ms. Catie
around the church, please make her feel welcome as we are very happy to have her on our preschool teaching team. The
Preschool Easter Egg Hunt is on April 17th. Preschool will be closed for Spring Break April 22-25th.Early preschool
registration for current preschool families and church members, for the 2019-2020 preschool year, starts April 1st. Please
contact AC for more information, forms or to sign up. AC Marriott, Preschool Director

Our New “Scotch Stool”
Have you noticed the beautiful new chestnut stool at the front of the church sanctuary? This
stool was made for us by Martin Needham, a local woodworker, who hand crafts them in his
shop on Sam Eller Road. It was purchased to help Feild be more comfortable during the children’s sermons.
According to Martin, the parts for the stool were brought to America by immigrating Scotsmen,
probably in the 1700’s, “They brought the pieces of this stool here to be used as patterns for
making them. There are no nails or glue to hold them together, as they use the mortise and
tendon method of joining the parts. Stools have been used for hundreds of years all over the
world and predate chairs as only rich people could afford chairs. This particular stool is called a
Scotch stool and has the curved hole in the seat for easy carrying.”
Martin was full of information about the history of this stool in our area, explaining that the
parts were brought to this community in the 1930’s…carried in a burlap “toe sack”, again to
serve as patterns for the stools.
There was a wood shop at Grandfather Home for Children where the older children learned to make these stools and to build
furniture for the home, Lees-McRae College, and Grace Hospital (now Tate Dorm). With an abundance of wood from the surrounding mountains, especially sugar maples, the students produced practical, beautiful and sturdy pieces.
The Grandfather Home shop burned in the 1940’s and the entire production moved to Lees-McRae’s campus, where Mr.
Charles Whitesell was head of the program. Many college students learned to make these stools and other furniture as part of
their work-study responsibilities. Mr. Whitesell also had his own shop and store
where he sold these wonderful stools and other furniture.
“With folks making only $1 a day at that time, the price of a stool at $3.50 was
quite expensive…but nothing like today’s prices” Martin chuckles. “Many local
men have made stools over the years (John Ramsey, Lynn Hicks, and Leroy Riddle, to name a few), but I’m one of the few left to make them the way they were
made hundreds of years ago.”
Our thanks to Martin for crafting such a beautiful addition to our church and for
the interesting stories about the history of the “Scotch stool”.
- Donna Dicks

Vocal and Handbell Choirs
Are you interested in being a part of the vocal or handbell choirs? If so, this is a perfect time to
think about joining. In the vocal choir, just bring your voice (reading music is not required -only
being able to match pitch). We provide the rest. The handbell choir is also open to new people,
and while it may help if you read music, it is not essential, just a willingness to learn something
new in a fun way. If either or both groups interest you, please contact Diane Rydell by e-mail,
diane_bepc@outlook.com or call her at home (828)898-5343.

Make A Joyful Noise!
For anyone interested in music/hand bell ringing, Suzie Fisk will lead a class designed for
beginners or those who just need some polishing up on musical terms, timing and
technique. This class will be meeting on Saturdays from 11:00-noon in the hand bell room
upstairs for eight weeks beginning April 6. Child care is available during practice time with
advance notice. If you are interested, please contact Suzie at fiskfarms@gmail.com or
(828) 898-8158.

Prayer Shawl Group
Some ladies are part of our “knitters and crocheters” group which meets the first and third Monday of
each month from 2-4 to create beautiful shawls. These are given to folks who need to know that our
church cares for them and to help them feel God’s presence during times of joy, distress, illness or loss.
Questions? Call Claire Fortune at 828-898-4950 or Cathy Richmond at 828-898-9019. We would love
to have you join the group!

Looking For a Way to Make a Difference?
There is a need in our local school system for mentors/tutors for students for whom
English is a second (or third!) language. One is a freshman (boy) at Avery High School.
His sister is a 4th grader at Newland Elementary and another is a 6th grader at Avery
Middle School.
Another need is for non-English speaking parents to learn basic computer skills.
Beth Prince, Avery County Schools’ ESL coordinator, (bethprince@averyschools.net has
more details, if you are interested, or you may contact Donna Dicks at 828-898-6667 or
e-mail her at dbdicks@skybest.com if you have questions.

“Let us welcome the strangers in our midst.”

Stephen Ministries

Walking with Shadows
Walking with Shadows is a support group that meets to discuss, share resources, and discover new
ways of coping with family and friends with mental challenges. The group meets the second Monday
of each month at 7pm in the Margaret Tate Parlor. An important part of our group is to find ways that
members can place themselves in a healthy mental state so they can better serve their loved one. Any
further questions may be directed to Janet Speer speerj@lmc.edu. The next meeting will be
April 8th.

Comfort Makers

Stephen Ministries
Throughout the next few months, Stephen Ministry leaders will be building awareness about this exciting
program. Your leaders, Catherine Upchurch, Reverend Murry Haber, Reverend Feild Russell, and Janet
Speer, will be presenting information in a myriad of ways, as we help educate the congregation about the
program and identify Stephen Ministers to be trained in the fall for implementation early next year. Below
is a beautiful explanation that helps explain what the Stephen Minister does.
Stephen Ministers: The After People

April Dedication - the Owen Family
Comfort Makers joyously dedicated their April blanket to
the Owen family (Rick, Nancy, and Hampton). Rick
(Deka Tate's son), has been in the church for years, but
Nancy came when the two were married at Banner Elk
Presbyterian in 2002. They have always been the type to
jump in when there is a need.
Both are elders and have served on many committees;
Rick on personnel, and Nancy on Christian Education.
Nancy also served on the Pastor Nominating Committee that brought Feild to us. Both used to teach children’s church, and
Nancy has continued her service to children by being a nursery worker. In March, Nancy served as a shepherd, and you will
frequently see Rick in the balcony running sound system.. Lees-McRae gets to enjoy their skills when they help to
Organize the Exam Spaghetti Supper. And of course, we cannot forget Hampton, a precious child of our church who went
through classes and was confirmed last year. Banner Elk Presbyterian is blessed, indeed, to have the Owen family in their
membership and Comfort Makers believe this dedication is richly deserved.

People often ask, “What exactly is a Stephen Minister?” One way to put it is that Stephen Ministers are the After People.
Stephen Ministers are there:
. . . after the phone call you hoped you’d never get.
. . . after the funeral, when everyone has left and the emotions you’ve held at bay come crashing in on you.
. . . after the relationship falls apart and the bottom falls out of your life.
. . . after the doctor says, “I’m sorry, but there’s nothing more we can do.”
. . . after the nursing home director shakes your hand and says, “Welcome to your new home.”
. . . after the last child honks the horn, waves, and drives away—and the house suddenly seems empty.
. . . after the gavel comes down, the handcuffs go on, and your loved one is led away.
. . . after the baby arrives, demanding more of you than you ever dreamed possible.
. . . after you find a pink slip with your final paycheck.
. . . after your family and friends have heard your story one too many times, but you still need to talk it out.
Stephen Ministers are the After People. They are ready to come alongside you - or your friends, neighbors, coworkers, or
relatives - and provide comfort and support for as long after as needed. www.stephenministries.org
Copyright © 2016 by Stephen Ministries St. Louis. All rights reserved. Representatives of a congregation have permission to
photocopy this document for use within their congregation to build support for Stephen Ministry.

The Comforter will be displayed in the hallway through April, then given to a worthy cause.

New Members

Second Sunday Brunch - April 14, 2019
Mark your calendar for the “Second Sunday Brunch” on April 14! This is an
everybody-bring-a-dish-to share event, so plan to get up a little early that morning to craft your
best brunch goodie! We'll bless the food at 9:30, then feast and enjoy fellowship 'til the church
bells ring! Remember that we plan to present a Second Sunday event the second Sunday of every
month through 2019 - keep those dates open!

One Great Hour of Sharing
Since 1949 Presbyterians have joined with millions of other Christians through One Great Hour of
Sharing, to share God's love with those in need. Your generous gifts assist those affected by
natural disasters, provide food for the hungry and assist to help empower the poor and oppressed.
Specifically, gifts to the One Great Hour of Sharing special offering support the following:
Presbyterian Disaster Assistance, Presbyterian Hunger Program and Self-Development of People.
This offering will be received on Easter Sunday. Contributions may be made in either the
designated envelopes provided, or by writing a check to BEPC with a notation for
"One Great Hour of Sharing".

Last month we welcomed Martha
Ennis and Rick and Billie Garrett
as new members of BEPC.

Martha Ennis Martha has lived here in
the mountains for 26 years.

Rick & Billie Garrett have
lived in this area for 20 years.

American Red Cross Blood Drive - April 11th!
BEPC sponsors the American Red Cross Blood Drives several times a year. The next one will be held
Thursday, April 11th from 2:00-6:30pm in the King Fellowship Hall. Sponsoring a blood drive is an
important community responsibility and helps many people in this area. Please mark your calendars and,
if you are able, help the Red Cross reach their goal! If you want to make an appointment, you can go to
www.redcrossblood.org and put in sponsor code: Lees-McRae or call Nurse Carl at 898-8862.

13
7:30am Men’s Prayer
Breakfast at
Banner Elk Café
Mtn Electric power
outage

20
7:30am Men’s Prayer
Breakfast at
Banner Elk Café

27
7:30am Men’s Prayer
Breakfast at
Banner Elk Café

12
Office Closed

19 Good Friday
7pm Worship
(Dramatic
Presentation)

26
Office Closed

11
9am BEPC Preschool
10am Preschool Chapel
11:15 am Men’s Lunch Group
2:PM Red Cross Blood Drive

18 Maundy Thursday
9am BEPC Preschool
10am Preschool Chapel
11:15 am Men’s Lunch Group
7pm Worship w/h communion

25
9am BEPC Preschool
10am Preschool Chapel
11:15 am Men’s Lunch Group
6pm Session Meeting

10
9am BEPC Preschool
10am Comfort Makers
11:45am Lenten Study
12:00pm JULIETS
4:30pm Handbells
7:15pm Choir

17
9am BEPC Preschool
10am Comfort Makers
4:30pm Handbells
7:15pm Choir
7pm Mayland worship
Spruce Pine

24
9am BEPC Preschool
10am Comfort Makers
4:30pm Handbells
7:15pm Choir

9
9am BEPC Preschool

15
16
9am BEPC Preschool 9am BEPC Preschool
2PM Prayer Shawl
7pmMayland worship
Ministry
Spruce Pine
7pm Mayland worship
Spruce Pine

23
9am BEPC Preschool

8
9am BEPC Preschool

22
OFFICE CLOSED

29
9am BEPC Preschool

7
COMMUNION
9:30am SS Classes
10am Presch SS Class
11 am Worship

14
9:30 BRUNCH
10am Presch SS Class
11 am Worship
7pm Mayland worship
Spruce Pine

21 EASTER DAY
7am Sunrise Serrvice
9:30am SS Classes
10am Presch SS Class
11 am Worship

28
9:30am SS Classes
10am Presch SS Class
11 am Worship

JULIETS
The Juliets will next meet for lunch and fellowship on Wednesday, April 10 at 12pm The place is Holston Camp. Please call the
church for directions or to carpool. We hope you all can come!

April Birthdays

30
9am BEPC Preschool

6
7:30am Men’s Prayer
Breakfast at
Banner Elk Café
5
Office Closed
4
9am BEPC Preschool
10am Preschool Chapel
11:15 am Men’s Lunch Group
3
9am BEPC Preschool
10am Comfort Makers
11:45am Lenten Study
4:30pm Handbells
7:15pm Choir
1
9am BEPC Preschool
2PM Prayer Shawl
Ministry

2
9am BEPC Preschool

Sun

Mon

Thu

Fri

Sat
Wed
Tue

Church Happenings

1
2
3
3
3
4
5
5
11
12
12
13
15
17
18
20
22
23
23
23
23
24
27
29
29
30

Rad Moeller
Jane Stephenson
Betty Scipione
Cody Shook
Deka Tate
Caitlin Vernon
Matthew Wimberly
David Tate
Carolyn Jones
Fiona Causby
Jerry Olsen
Mark Polderman
Bud Hahn
Jesse Vergara
Harold Durham
Nancy Dosher
Wendy Moeller
Davis Taylor
Pat Samples
Larry Weed
Becky Wheeler
Larry Kennedy
Trish Dethlefs
Katy Fletcher
Sallie Prince
Donna Dicks

Dear Friends at BEPC,
Thank you for all the prayers, cards, notes, and phone calls
that have sustained Becky and me throughout her illness and
helped me cope with reality of her death. Your care was
expressed more strongly than I could imagine by the group
who came from Banner Elk to Becky’s memorial service in
Tennessee. I love all of you and hope to visit you soon.
Sincerely,
Coy Franklin

Flower Angels
BEPC has 11 Flower Angels (you know who you are), who
have placed flowers in the sanctuary on particular Sundays for
the past several years. We are thankful for their generosity of
sharing the gift of flowers with the congregation, as it adds
beauty to the atmosphere of worship.

We would like to grow our Flower Angels. There are 30
available dates between now and the end of November. If you
feel led to add to our worship in this way, please sign up on the calendar on the
wall by the nursery. Once you sign up, it is up to you to order flowers from a
local florist, pick and arrange flowers from your flower garden or purchase from a
retailer. Vases for your arrangements can be found in the flower closet across
from the elevator doors outside Session Room. Questions? Contact Deka Tate
at 828-898-9203.

MOUNTAIN ELECTRIC
SCHEDULED POWER OUTAGE
APRIL 13TH!
Mountain Electric Cooperative has scheduled a Major
Power Outage for 11:30 p.m. Saturday night, April
13, 2019. Work should be completed, and power
restored by 8:30 A.M. Sunday morning April 14th.
The outage will impact 14,500 customers over much of
Avery County including the following communities:
Newland, Cranberry, Minneapolis, Banner Elk, Sugar
Mountain, Grandfather, Montezuma, Linville, Pineola,
Crossnore, Jonas Ridge and Linville Falls. Please note
that the outage will NOT affect the Beech Mountain or
Elk Park area. The outage is necessary to replace and/or
repair high-voltage equipment at the Cranberry
Substation.

February 2019 Financials
02/04/2019
02/11/2019
02/18/2019
02/25/2019
02/28/2019
Total

$6,631.80
$3,413.00
$3,997.00
$5,840.00
$ 367.80
$20,249.60

March 2019 Financials
3/04/2019
3/11/2019
3/18/2019
3/25/2019
Total

$5,128.00
$4,383.25
$3,890.00
$14,899.00
$17,950.25

