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SUNDAY WORSHIP SERIVCES

9:30 am Adult Sunday School
10:00 am Preschool Sunday School & Youth
11:00 am Worship - traditional

From the Pastor….
What a trip! Serious immersion into some of the great works of religious –
and some not so religious – art. Knowledgeable educators to assist in my
comprehensive of it.Near perfect weather and an ideal companion with whom
to share it all. I look forward to finding appropriate ways of sharing some of
my experience and understanding with you over time.
But any trip is likely to have some disappointments, and this one was no exception. The vacation part did not materialize as planned, as the good weather
we experienced reflected a drought that made the Danube un-navigable. The
final week cruise was not to be. And then our flight back was cancelled after
rising before dawn and spending over 8 hours at the airport, a comedy of
starts and stops that ultimately led to a lost day and late return home.
As anyone who has ever traveled knows, such events can generate great frustration and irritation. How unfair; how unfortunate; how inconvenient! And
after so much planning!
But sometimes, in the midst of such self-consideration, God grants the gift of
perspective. Sometimes even to me.
There I was, daring to express annoyance over a few plans not working out
perfectly, while all over the world, and even close by, so many had more
pressing matters to honestly be worried about. The old woman begging on
the street and the homeless man with the thin mattress and cardboard
“blanket.” The families who had just lost a loved one to a plane crash in Indonesia. Those still digging out from wildfires, or floods, or hurricanes/
typhoons, or earthquakes. People trapped in war zones.
While waiting in the airport I purchased a newspaper with the front-page picture of a young Yemeni child. An excruciatingly thin, starving child. So
many in our world have life challenges far beyond my momentary aggravations.
So I try to keep some perspective and not let small irritations make me irritable to those around me. I hope I will also find some ways to ease the burden
of some who struggle with problems well beyond their control. It seems like
the seasons of Thanksgiving, Advent, and Christmas are ready-made for that.
Last year I took more seriously the option of alternative Christmas giving
through Heifer International and the Presbyterian Giving Catalog. Doing so
redirects attention away from any personal frustrations and into action that
lightens the loads of distressed people, and possibly provides some muchneeded hope. A welcome change of perspective.
I will do the same this year. If you could use some new perspective, perhaps
you will join me.
- Feild

Opportunities To Learn And Grow
Faith Seekers’ Class - 9:30am Room 215
About the Faith Seekers’ Class: Explore various issues, using music, video and conversation.
Food: Coffee and snacks provided (usually)
Money: Receives an offering for good causes and needs
November 4-Steve Bender will complete our study on the Prophets
November 11 - A look at the lectionary - Janet
November 18 - Thanksgiving - Janet
November 25 - A look at the lectionary - Janet

Hanging of the Greens
The Worship Committee would like to announce that the Hanging of the Greens and Chili Supper will
take place on Saturday, December 1st at 11:00 am. The tree will be decorated as well as the sanctuary.
This will be followed by our traditional chili and cornbread lunch at 1:00 pm.
If you like to bake, cookies will be appreciated for the chili cornbread lunch. Please bring the entire
family to help decorate or watch as we prepare our sanctuary for Advent.
You will also have the opportunity to put a wreath or poinsettia in the Sanctuary during Advent in honor
or memory of someone. Be looking for this special announcement in the Sunday
bulletin on November 11th.

Walking with Shadows

Walking with Shadows is a support group that meets to discuss, share resources, and discover new
ways of coping with family and friends with mental challenges. The group meets the second Monday
of each month at 7pm in the Margaret Tate Parlor. An important part of our group is to find ways that
members can place themselves in a healthy mental state so they can better serve their loved one. Any
further questions may be directed to Janet Speer speerj@lmc.edu. Our next meeting will be
November 12th.

REMEMBER THE TIME CHANGE!!
Don’t forget to turn back your clocks one hour Saturday night, November
3th, as Daylight Savings Time ends at 2AM Sunday November 4th!
Otherwise, you will be early for church!
This is a good time to change the batteries in your smoke detectors.

Election Day is November 6th
Don’t forget to vote on November 6th. Polling sites are open from 6:30am to 7:30pm.
Handicap and Curbside voting are available.

Presbyterian Giving Catalog
SMALL GIFTS. BIG IMPACT
God is at work in the world, and the Presbyterian Giving Catalog is one way for us to join in.
It features almost 40 items to choose from—including livestock, garden wells and support for
women’s empowerment projects. These items translate into real and positive impact by
supporting Presbyterian mission. Gifts to the Giving Catalog are signs of our gratitude:
feeding the hungry, comforting the broken-hearted and sharing our faith with young and old.
By joining our gifts together, however large or small, we expand our witness to God’s gracious and abundant work in the world. Giving as an Act of Devotion As Presbyterians, we are a people rooted in the grace of
Jesus Christ.
For many people, the Giving Catalog provides an opportunity for devotional giving, returning to God a portion of the blessings
they’ve received through support of Presbyterian mission work around the world. More Than You’d Expect If you have a cause
that’s close to your heart, you can probably find it in the Giving Catalog. Choose from a wide variety of gifts that represent the
work being carried out by Presbyterian Mission, including ministries like aid for refugees, youth mentorship and disaster relief.
10 DAYS TO INSPIRE GIVING IN 2019 Churches are using the Giving Catalog in fun, creative ways to join together and
amplify their impact through group giving activities. Draw inspiration from these special days as you brainstorm gift-related
activities to unite your congregation and support Presbyterian mission around the world.
January 1 Global Family Day — Winter Heating Fuel for Refugees Celebrate this global day of peace by providing for families in need of warmth and shelter.
March 8 International Women’s Day — Women’s Empowerment Project Honor women by supporting their empowerment
through education, training and access to financial opportunities.
March 22 World Water Day — Garden Well Let your generosity overflow. See page 12 for fun, engaging activities to raise
support for this life-giving day of observance.
April 17 International Day of Farmers' Struggles — Oxen and Plow Give farmers in developing countries a pair of oxen
and a plow, allowing them to accomplish more with every season.
June 20 World Refugee Day — Refugee Food Basket Stand with refugees by providing nourishment and essentials to those
who’ve fled their homes in search of peace.
Second Sunday in August College and Young Adult Sunday — Racial Ethnic Education Scholarship Invest in our future
leaders by providing financial assistance to students enrolled in Presbyterian-related racial ethnic schools.
September 8 International Literacy Day — Supplies for Displaced Students Invite your congregation to sell their old books
and donate their earnings to help students who’ve lost everything.
Children’s Sabbath — Educate a Child Celebrate the children in your church by supporting the Educate a Child, Transform
the World initiative.
October 16 World Food Day — Farm Bundle Help put an end to world hunger by providing people in need with the tools and
training to support successful farming.
Fourth Friday in November Black Friday — Alternative Giving Market Skip the doorbusters and encourage generosity by
hosting an Alternative Giving Market in your church.
A “Presbyterian Giving Catalog Small Gifts. Big Impact” is located in the Church Office.

Permanent Funds Ministry
From the Back Pew… …and the Permanent Funds Ministry
We visited another church in another town recently, and I was intrigued with the young minister’s sermon
topic: Managing God’s Money.
Back when we were newlyweds, we surely had no money to manage—got down to our last $6.
Now we are more comfortable, and old enough to know we can’t take it with us. So—what do we do
with God’s money?
There aren’t a lot of Biblical admonitions to ”get the best bang for your buck,” but it would seem that a
gift that keeps on giving, is through our church’s Permanent Funds Ministry. Guaranteeing future funds for future needs will
keep our little slice of God’s money working for a long time. How about your slice?
- Ann Swinkola

Hurricane Florence Designations
Because Hurricane Florence hit so close to home, PWNC has been working directly with the affected
presbyteries in NC. For those who wish to contribute to the relief effort, and to ensure funds reach
those most in need in a more timely fashion, please mark your donation "Hurricane Florence
Direct Response" and mail to the Presbytery office (114 Silver Creek Road, Morganton NC 28655).
PWNC will take these funds and send them directly to the presbyteries impacted.
As always, you are welcome to send your donations for PDA through the PWNC. If you prefer this
option, please
include one of the following references, depending on how you wish your donation to be coded:
DR000169 - Disaster Relief - US Hurricane Response - This designated account supplements the One Great Hour of Sharing
(OGHS) offering to enable a significant, ongoing response to hurricanes that affect the United States.
DR000194 - Disaster Relief - Hurricane and Typhoon Relief - This designated account supplements the One Great Hour of
Sharing (OGHS) offering to enable a significant response for relief and recovery from hurricanes and typhoons that cause
widespread destruction internationally and in the United States.

Hurricane Florence Relief
Our wonderful congregation was gracious enough to take up a collection of relief
supplies in response to Hurricane Florence. In just three short days, our church and
community members collected supplies which were then transported to the Salvation
Army - Sandhills Region in Fayetteville, North Carolina and were directly distributed
to those in need in the southeastern part of our state. Thank you so much for your
efforts to support disaster relief!
- Lyndsay & Jimmy Ennis

Avery Project Christmas
It is the time of year to start planning for Christmas for the children of Avery County. Last year,
over 400 children were served, with all the gifts appreciated and enjoyed. You now have the
opportunity to support Avery Project Christmas this year. The project is under the leadership of
RAM, with referrals made from Avery County Public Schools, Social Services, Mental Health,
and the Health Department.

You are asked to choose toys, art items, game items, etc. for children infants to age 12, by Sunday
December 2, bring the unwrapped items to the church office where a collection box will be placed.
These items will be delivered to RAM early December 3 for placement in the Christmas Store. If
you would like to assist a high school age child, donations can be to the church designated for the
“RAM Christmas Store.” These check donations should be received by November 25, or sent directly to RAM Christmas
Store, P. O. Box 306, Newland, NC 28657
The store will be open from December 3-6 in Newland at Newland Baptist Church. Please contact Tabitha at RAM at
828-733-5127 if you would like to assist as a “Personal Shopper” for a family who will have a scheduled time to shop for
their children. If you are interested in helping set-up the store, please call Tabitha. If you have questions or need assistance
with the process, call Susan Carter, 828-898-5728.

Thanksgiving Turkey Boxes Project
Thanksgiving Turkey Boxes
It is time to fill our annual Thanksgiving turkey boxes. Reaching Avery Ministries
(RAM) Emergency Food Pantry has provided us with brief descriptions of 45
families in need so that we may select and provide the groceries for their Thanksgiving
weekend. These 45 families are in dire straits and without our help, they will be eating
very meager rations on this day of thanksgiving. Our church will provide funds to
obtain a frozen turkey for each family, but we do not budget for other food items.
Therefore, we are seeking help from individuals and families within BEPC to
anonymously provide all the extras so these families can enjoy a Thanksgiving feast as
well as great leftovers and extra food for the Thanksgiving weekend. If you can
possibly assist in this effort to help the needy in Avery County, we would appreciate it, and these families would certainly be
grateful.
The individual "family profiles" will be made available to the local congregation on Sunday, October 28 and Sunday, November
4. All the grocery boxes must be delivered to the church by Sunday, November 18. Please DO NOT include family description
in the boxes but clearly label the outside of the box with the box number you were assigned. If you do not live in the local area,
but can see fit to help, you may contribute funds for the cause (about $75 will provide for a typical family). Any donations for
the project should be annotated for "Thanksgiving Turkey Boxes", and placed in the collection plate, or mailed to Banner Elk
Presbyterian Church, PO Box 158, Banner Elk, NC 28604. Thank you for your support of this important ministry.

- Larry Zimmer

“Time for a Change” Program
Thanks so much to all who have donated to the “It’s Time for a Change” program this year.
You have made it possible for Banner Elk Presbyterian Church to continue to give formula and
diapers to RAM (Reaching Avery Ministries) to distribute to those who cannot afford these
items. Both are unbelievably expensive.
As of October, we had already spent most of the money budgeted for this program. Because of
your generosity, we will be able to continue to provide formula and diapers through the end of
this year. Again, thank you so much for supporting this worthwhile ministry. I hope you will find it in your heart to continue to
support this program.
- Carolyn Jones, Mission Committee

Lees-McRae Spaghetti Dinner
It's that time again - spaghetti supper for Lees-McRae students. As we've done for
many years, our church invites all LMC students for a late-night supper the evening
before exams begin. We need lots of help to provide a delicious meal for the
students. Since we never know how many students will join us, we always prepare
plenty and serve until the food runs out. We will have more information later this month. Please call if you have any
questions. The date has not been determined as yet so stay tuned! Jesse and Michelle Pope and Jeff and Kayla Davis will be
In charge of the dinner this year.

Comfort Makers
November Dedication - Barbara Hosbein
The Comfort Makers joyously dedicate a beautiful fall
comforter to Barbara Hosbein. Barbara has been actively
involved in Banner Elk Presbyterian since 1988 when she
immediately joined the choir. In 1996, she became interested in the Presbytery’s mission in Guatemala and has
served for 15 years on that team. She leads groups to
Morelia where we partner with their church, Arca de
Noé. Also in 1996, she began teaching Spanish lessons in
the church and continues to do that to this day.
Barbara has served on the Missions Committee, the
Worship Arts Ministry Committee and is always willing
to help when needed. Her late husband, Bill, was an
active elder for 12 years, chairing Building and Grounds.
Barbara says he “changed a lot of lightbulbs” and was in the church daily. We are fortunate
indeed that Barbara and Bill chose Banner Elk as their home. Barbara is still an active accountant, and loves to travel all over
the world with her daughter.

Thank You from the Clemmers
To Our BEPC Family,
Oh my, how can we ever thank our church family in a few words, but we will try. First of all,
Rob has never wanted recognition for helping others. It’s just what he has always done. From
providing for his family, helping a student who did not have money for a field trip or a coat or
socks on a snowy day, to helping with college tuition for a
deserving young person. It’s just what we as Christians do. Banner Elk church is richly blessed
with people with the same philosophy. We always knew that this precious church would be a
big part of our lives.
We came to BEPC with a faith that had a ways to go in maturity. Our church family at Banner Elk is like a fertile field of love,
compassion, caring, and concern for those in need of special healing. So we planted our faith seed in the fertile garden of Christ’s
church and it was nurtured by the angels around us. Our faith grew and we began to see God’s plan for our lives of service to others. We are still realizing His plans as He led us back to our home church and our
precious grandson.
Because of the love Rob had for his job, he turned a part time job into a full time quest to make sure everything in the church ran
smoothly. Many times when he would stay at the church til it was dark outside, I would call to see if he was still living, and he
would answer “Can you think of a better place to die than in God’s house?” His love of his job and the folks at the church always
surprised me. Don’t get me wrong, I equally love our church family and would not have changed anything we experienced.
Our church family has given more to us than you will ever know. So, thank you for all the cards, calls, text, emails, love and well
wishes. The communion plates engraved in our honor are so beautiful and also unbelievable. The fund that now bears Rob’s
name is just more than we were able to comprehend. What a wonderful way that you all have chosen to honor the work of our
Lord in helping our neighbors in need! Most of all, thank you for your love, friendship and support you gave to Rob and me. You
will always and forever be in our hearts.
In Christ’s love,
Phyllis and Rob

BEPC Preschool
Pancakes Puppets & Pajamas!
You are all invited to join the preschool children and parents at the Annual Bookfair with Pancakes, Puppets and Pajamas on November 8th
from 5 to 7pm in our fellowship hall. It is a good time to buy books for
Christmas presents and get to know our preschool families. Please
come and bring your smiles. All proceeds benefit our preschool.

Preschool Giving Tree
The Preschool Giving Tree is placed in King Fellowship Hall to give you an opportunity to share a
new toy with our BEPC Preschool children. The teachers have chosen age specific toys, developed
with a unique learning activity, they feel will enrich the educational opportunities planned for their
classroom. Look at the picture and description of a toy tag on the Learning Tree, then, choose an item
you would like to donate by taking the tag with you. Telephone, 800-542-8338, or order online at
LakeshoreLearning.com. When the package arrives, please wrap it, and deliver it to the identified
classroom any time after Thanksgiving so the children and teachers can open it and enjoy a surprise
for their classroom during advent. Thank you so much for contributing to the BEPC Preschool! For
questions or assistance, call Susan Carter, 828-898-5728

The month of October has flown by as we have learned all about our community helpers and received help from our close
community neighbor Lees-McRae College. A group of 15 students and staff from LMC assisted us for Mountain Day of
service on October 4th. They did a wonderful job cleaning up our playground; raking leaves, pulling weeds, distributing
mulch and giving our playground an "uplift" for the winter. We are so grateful for their time and close friendship! We had
a joyful time out in our community the same day, selling baked goods, coffee and lemonade. All of our students worked on
their social skills and enjoyed being a helping hand. Thank you to everyone who had the opportunity to stop by and support
our preschool.
We also had an educational visit from the Banner Elk Fire department. Clay Beattie thaught us about fire safety and
showed us his beautiful fire truck. We played a game of "Stop, Drop and Roll" and asked important questions. Not only
have we learned about safety in the month of October but also how doctors, veterinarians, teachers, postal workers and
many more help us in our daily routines. We all can contribute to a happy community!
Although the weather didn't cooperate with this year’s Woolly Worm Festival, we had a successful day of assisting with
parking. We were able to raise money for our preschool program and were so blessed for this opportunity.
Halloween is coming up and we are looking forward to a fun day trick or treating around the church and dressing up in our
favorite costumes for the day. Be on the lookout for many princesses and superheroes!
Don't forget to stop by our annual Scholastic Book Fair taking place in the Fellowship Hall on Nov. 5-8th. This is a great
time to start your early Christmas shopping for your children, grandchildren and friends. Please don't hesitate to browse
this large selection on books. Shopping hours are Monday-Thursday 9:00am-1:30pm. We accept cash, checks and credit
cards! Or, you are more than welcome to join us in your PJs as we host a family friendly pancake supper on Thursday
evening, Nov. 8th from 5-7:00pm. This event is organized to get families together and promote books sales.
Please call or email me if you have any questions in regards to the book fair! Thank you for your continuous support of our
preschool program.
A.C. Marriott

POP (Parents of Preschoolers)

Appreciation Luncheon for Ed Donnell

Our POP group (Parents of Preschoolers) will be meeting November 18 at 5:30 p.m.
in the fellowship hall for conversation, food and Bible study. Child care will be provided
in the nursery. November and January hosts will be Mac and Debi Tornow, so let them
know if you are planning to attend and come for the physical and spiritual nurture.
You are asked to feed your children before arriving. PoP will not meet in December.
.

\

Women’s Study Planned for January 3-February 28, 2019

Luncheon to Honor Ed Donnell as BEPC Parish Associate
Session will host the November Second Sunday Meal with a catered luncheon
on Sunday, November 11th, following Worship. In addition to a time of
fellowship, we will honor Ed and Cathy Richmond – Ed for his time as our
Parish Associate and Cathy for all she does for Banner Elk Presbyterian Church.
Ed and Cathy will be leaving for a short reprieve in Texas to enjoy time with their son, daughter-in-law, and two awesome
grandsons. Their return date is scheduled for the middle of February. We want to honor and thank Ed and Cathy for all they
have done and meant to the Church, particularly for Ed’s service as Parish Associate, and to wish them safe travels and to
return as soon as possible. We will certainly miss them! (Please note that the luncheon takes the place of the normal brunch.)

A women’s study will begin on Thursday, January 3 using the 2018-2019 Presbyterian Women’s
Horizons Bible Study, God’s Promise: I Am With You by Amy Poling Sutherlun. There are nine
sessions which fit nicely into the nine Thursdays before Lent begins on March 6.

Study guides will be provided for each participant; you are encouraged to make notes and to highlight
meaningful passages or points of interest. Please sign up in the reception area or notify the church office
by November 15, so that we can order the correct number of guides. Once the materials arrive, we ask
that you pick up your copy and begin preparing for the first meeting on Jan. 3.

Guatemala 2018

We will meet in the Fellowship Hall from 2:00-3:00pm each Thursday; we will gather around one big
table to provide a good writing surface and lots of conversation. Team facilitators are Alice Johnson,
Ellen Stapleton, Cathy Upchurch and Donna Dicks…note that we are NOT teachers, but encouragers of discussion, so please
come prepared to join in!

Reading Glasses Needed for Guatemala!
Barbara Hosbein has received a call from our sister church, Arca de Noé. They are again in
need of reading glasses! Many have broken or lost the glasses Sara Brewer and Barbara took
down two years ago. ”HELP US READ OUR BIBLES !”, said Brother Selvin. So if you have
an extra pair of reading glasses of any strength or can purchase a pair, they will be greatly appreciated and much needed. Higher strengths from 2.0 to 3.0 are most popular. Barbara and the
group will be leaving for Guatemala November 7th so time is short. Gracias!

We look forward to this time together, remembering that God is with us in good times and bad, as well as in His promise never
to forsake us. What a wonderful way to begin a new year!

Around the Church…...
PETICIONES ESPECIALES PARA ORACIONES
SPECIAL PRAYER REQUESTS
Thursday November 8, Sara Brewer, Barbara Hosbein, Kathy Ward and Carolyn West leave for an eightday mission trip to visit our sister church, Arca de Noé in Morelia, Guatemala. They will be spending the
weekend with our brothers and sisters in worship, prayer and fellowship. This will be Sara and Kathy’s
third visit and Carolyn’s first adventure to Guatemala; Barbara has stopped counting!

The BEPC IT Techs!
Larry Zimmer and Steve Hill

Lees-McRae Students cleaning up
the BEPC Preschool play-

“Can you guess what noted piece of art
has Laura so excited?”

(Look for the answer in near the Birthday
Column!)
Preschoolers visit the Banner Elk Post Office.

On Friday evening, November 9th, there will be a worship service in the home of the families who live in
“Colonia Banner Elk”, on land for ten homes purchased in 2000 with funds raised by our congregation. On Saturday, the team
will meet with the session of Arca de Noé , the sisters of the church and the youth group to learn what has transpired since the
last visit in November of last year.
On Sunday there will be a grand celebration with worship, recognizing the children and young people who have benefited from
the Banner Elk – Arca de Noé scholarship program for the last three years. A new three-year scholarship covenant will begin
with the school year beginning in January. Because of the generosity of our congregation, there will be more students who will
be helped in their education during this new period, especially in the upper grades where the need is greatest.
Sara, Barbara, Kathy and Carolyn ask for your prayers for a safe and healthy trip and special prayers for our brothers and sisters of Arca de Noé whose faith is so great despite the difficult conditions in which they live.
Dios les bendiga. God bless you.
The Guatemala Team 2018
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“Answer to photo question: If you
guessed Michelangelo’s ‘David,’
you guessed right!”

Due to inclement weather, the JULIETS cancelled their October
meeting. We will once again try to have lunch at 12:30 at Nicks
restaurant at Tynecastle. Please sign up at the church or call
Marge Bailey (387-4628) Hope to see everyone there! The date
is Wednesday, November 14th.

October 17, 2018
Tony and Claire Fortune came by today to see me in
rehab. They brought a wonderful surprise of presents
from the church! I wanted to thank everyone for their
kindness, love, goodies and cards. I was quite overwhelmed by the love and thoughtfulness of everyone
involved. I felt the best thing to do would be to have
my thank yous posted in the newsletter. I am truly
thankful and very blessed to have such a beautiful, caring church family!!
With Love, Lisa Shook

Red Cross Disaster Shelter
Our Church (or The Banner Elk Presbyterian Church) and
the American Red Cross recently renewed their agreement
to utilize Fellowship Hall as a disaster shelter, in the event
of a community wide disaster. In the event of a catastrophe
and at the request of local emergency management, the
Hall will be made available to all those who are adversely
effected.
Alisa Ballard (or a member, the pastor etc.) explained: “In a local calamity, the
Town police and fire department are busy responding to a large volume of emergency “911” calls. Local residents are needed to staff and manage the shelter. Our
Church would like our members to assist the community by accepting this responsibility. The only requirement is a desire to help our fellow residents in need. The
Red Cross will provide the training.
There will be two, four hour training sessions at the Hall at (times and date).
Preregistration will be appreciated. For further information contact Lee T. Wittmann Mass Care Lead at 828 260 0060 or leethomaswittmann@gmail.com.

Stewardship Update: To date we have received 121
pledge cards for a total of $354,600 toward funding our
2019 budget. If you have not turned in your commitment
card, please do so. For your convenience you will find
commitment cards in your pews. If you have any questions, please call Dedy Traver at 828-898-5406.

We know our seasonal residents are returning to their winter homes.
Would you be so kind as to check with the church office staff to ensure we have
the correct information for you for the winter? You may call the church office
at 828-898-5406 or email office@bannerelkpresbyterian.org. Thank you!

October 2018 Financials
Oct. 7
Oct. 14
Oct. 21
Oct. 28
Total

9,839.00
4,518.00
3,402.00
5,288.00
23,047.00

