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SUNDAY WORSHIP SERIVCES
8:30 am Worship - traditional with Men’s
Gospel Choir
9:30 am Adult Sunday School
10 am Middle/High School SS Class
10:00 am Preschool Sunday School
11:00 am Worship - traditional

From the Pastor….
August has for some time been the month BEPC emphasizes financial stewardship, and this year is no different…except that we are also commemorating 125
years of Christian witness in the Banner Elk area. It is fitting and useful to look
back and be inspired by the faithful saints who have gone before us. And it is
imperative to look forward in order to live fruitfully into the future. I hope you
will be encouraged by some of our history and the manner in which we serve
Christ today.
As for today, two questions frequently and rightfully come up during this season:
1) what happens to the money that is given to the church, and
2) how do the staff – especially the pastor – spend time?
The first is pretty straightforward and easy: most churches typically utilize
60-65% of their giving for staff salaries, and anywhere from 10 – 20% for
benevolences. The remaining percentages go to programming and property
maintenance, and can vary widely. Small churches usually require higher than
average percentages for staff and lower for mission. Here at BEPC, because of
your extraordinary generosity, our percentages have remained below 60% for
salaries and over 20% for benevolences, with the other items making up the rest.
This is a healthy, and mission oriented, congregation.
The other question is a little more difficult, and I won’t attempt to define the many
and varied hats some of our staff wear. But as pastor of the church, here is some
sense of where my energy and hours go…
Composition: my ability to use language effectively is critical to my calling, and
takes up the bulk of my time. Strange but true.
I compose monthly newsletter submissions, weekly sermons, bulletin announcements, and some worship liturgy, daily emails and texts. Some of these are my
own direction or requests of others, such as staff and church leaders. Much falls
into email requests that are constant and disparate. Can you recommend a book?
Explain a theological concept? Clear up a misunderstanding? Direct to where
something belongs? Connect with the right person? Advise the proper approach to
a problem or a person?
What professors don’t talk about much in seminary is how small but crucial
communications, done poorly, can bring disorder…but done well, can help keep
an organization running smoothly. Communication in all these forms requires
careful consideration and therefore a significant amount of time and creative
energy, whether I do it well or not! On average, I probably spend 25–30 hours a
week composing words (hopefully the right words) for all of the above.
Then there are phone calls, visits, prayer, and occasional counseling associated
with pastoral care. Some weeks can be quiet and undemanding, others
overwhelming. Because of the wild swings in pastoral care needs, time spent on
these activities can range from 5–20 hours a week.

(continued on next page)

(continued from page 1)

July 2018 Session Review

And there are meetings and gatherings, whether to conduct business or to build relationships. Committee meetings, planning
lunches, coffee with a new resident, dinners–these can be extremely valuable applications of time. Community (occasional),
Presbytery (decreasing), and LMC responsibilities (ongoing) receive some attention, and there are too many little things to
try to list.
All of this adds up to a very interesting and never boring life, with a healthy and vigorous congregation!

•
•
•

- Feild

Opportunities To Learn And Grow
Faith Seekers’ Class - 9:30am Room 215
About the Faith Seekers’ Class: Explore various issues, using music, video and conversation.
Food: Coffee and snacks provided (usually)
Money: Receives an offering for good causes and needs

•
•
•
•

Approved purchase and sales of BEPC t-shirts
Created separate checking account for the BEPC preschool, with separate accounting system (similar to Columbarium)
Appointed Laura Carringer Russell as BEPC representative bringing a greeting to the Crossnore 100th
anniversary celebration
Heard plans for another Church Retreat at Holston Camp on Saturday, September 15
Celebrated the start of a new children’s Sunday School class and a Women’s Bible Study led by Mae Weed
Reviewed mid-year financial reports
Finalized plans for the hosting of Presbytery July 31

Do you belong to SECU? If so, you might be able to provide a service to BEPC related to our Nickel a Meal hunger
offering. Please contact the church office if you think you might be able to help.

Faith Seekers Adult Sunday School class will continue with guest teachers throughout the summer

Aug. 5: Chuck Portaro: Wealth as a topic in the Bible. What do you
know, what do you believe?
Aug. 12: Brunch
Aug: 19: Jeff Davis: Overcoming Unexpected Adversity
Aug. 26: Steve Bender: Begin a series on The Prophets

Mark Your Calendars For our Church Family Retreat!

Retreat, Renew, Rejoice

Saturday, September 15th

Join us on August 19 to hear from Gordon and Hui Causby
A light sandwich lunch, provided by the church, is being planned for August 19
immediately following the 11:00am worship service. This is to hear from Gordon and Hui
Causby as they share news of their work with the English Language Institute of China during
the past year; we support them and their work financially through our benevolent budget
funds, as well as by individual donors. Gordon is a child of our church; he and his wife and
two little girls have been living, teaching, sharing their faith and being parental role models in
China for the past five years. Proud mother and grandmother, Cathy Upchurch, is thankful to
have them home for several weeks so she can spoil them all.
We’d love to have a good “turn-out” to visit with the Causby family and to hear about their
most recent experiences. It is important that we know if you plan to come so that we can provide the right amount of food…
sandwiches, chips, drinks and maybe a cookie or two! We will eat first and then hear from Gordon and Hui; the entire event
should last around an hour.
Please respond to Donna Dicks (898-6667) or dbdicks@skybest.com to reserve your spot at lunch…we need a number of
how many will attend, please. You may contact her if you have questions. We hope that you will take this opportunity to join
us to hear from these dedicated teachers and models of faithfulness.

Godspell To Be Preformed At BEPC!
In August, the Worship Arts Committee will be presenting GODSPELL, a retelling of
Jesus' teachings and adult life according to Matthew. This musical will need singers and
actors and we are hoping that you will join us. No audition is necessary to be in the
show and Janet Speer can provide you with a rehearsal schedule.
The play will be performed the week of August 20th at the church. We invite children, adults, and people from the
community outside our church. The more, the merrier! This is our first endeavor of this kind so we hope to make it a
positive and entertaining reminder of the words and life of Jesus. You may email Janet Speer for more information at
speerj@lmc.edu.

8:30 - 3:30

$10 - Two Meals - Child Care Provided - 5 & under free
Family Maximum $25
Fun for All Ages at Holston Camp & Retreat Center in Banner Elk Don’t miss out!

Permanent Funds Ministry
From the Back Pew
I recently received a letter from my college alma mater, cheerfully wishing me a happy 70 ½ birthday!
This was a reminder that I can now take advantage of a 2015 law that not only supports charitable giving,
but saves me from a higher income and a higher tax bill.
The deal is that once we hit 70 ½ years of age, we are required to take a distribution from whatever regular IRAs we have. The benefit of these IRAs, remember, was that earnings were tax deferred and allowed
to compound larger retirement resources. Money invested was pre-tax, so tax bills were reduced.
The piper needs to be paid now, however. All those required distributions are fully taxable - UNLESS we give some/all of it to
charity! We need to contact whichever financial institution holds our IRA, and direct a payment to our selected charity (the church
is a good one…). It must go directly to the charity, and can’t be more than $100,000 (no minimum). It can’t fund a charitable
annuity or charitable trust, or donor advised funds or private foundations.
I was told that I should contact my charity to say the funds are coming, and what I want them used for to meet my goals. I can’t
claim a charitable contribution, but I can reduce taxable income up to that $100,000!
This is a letter from your church, wishing you a happy birthday…

Stewardship

A LETTER OF THANKS FROM ARCA DE NOÉ
(This letter is translated by Barbara Hosbein)
Dear Brothers and Sisters,
I send you greetings. I am Sandra Mendéz, your sister in Christ. I am a health
promoter in Arca de Noé Presbyterian Church. I want to thank you for the mercy
that you have had all of us. I would like to tell you about my experiences that I
have had as a part of the health team.
I feel so happy when I help people who are going through illnesses especially the
children who suffer the most. I have given talks at church on what I have learned
through the Health Committee so that the children do not get sick as often. I can
see that these talks have helped because I see that there are fewer illnesses. I want to thank you also for the medicines that you
have donated. We give them every 6 months to the children and they have served very well to improve their health. I also want
to thank you for the healthy refreshments that you have given for the children which we serve during Sunday school. The
children’s nutrition is much improved because of this.

Thank you also for the water filters that have been installed in every home of church members. They are so happy because it has
been an big economic help. Thanks also for the two medical books you gave us. They are of great help because they contain
instructions about how to use our natural materials to make remedies for many illnesses. I want to thank you also for the
children’s scholarship program. This is a great economic help to the parents. We have no way to repay you for all the good
things you do for us, but be assured that our Heavenly Father knows all of this. Thank you for the Health Program hoping that
you will continue to give us this help. God bless you all. Que Dios les bendiga.
(Some clarification notes: Presbytery of Western North Carolina has been training
health promoters in each of our sister churches in Guatemala for 20 years. This is
funded in large measure by the 5 cents a meal program through PWNC Hunger
Committee. The book Sandra refers to is “Donde no hay Doctor” Where there is
no Doctor”. Guides and instructions for lay persons with health training. The
water filters she refers to came from the same health program headed by Dr. Doug
Michael of Newton Presbyterian Church. The children are vaccinated each six
months for parasites which are rampant in third world countries. We also help
with a children’s nutrition program providing monies to purchase healthy snacks.
Workshops are also given by the health promoters to parents on topics of
children’s nutrition and its importance. The health promoters take their work very
seriously and it shows each time I go to Guatemala and see healthier families.)

Notes From the Choir Director
As we approach the middle of the summer season at BEPC, we are grateful for those
who volunteer in so many ways and fill so many needs. Our choirs (the men's summer
choir and year-round mixed choir) are amazing in that they present prepared music
each week of the year for services, as well as lead the congregation in responses and
new hymns.

Banner Elk Presbyterian Church
Celebrating the Past… Embracing the Future

As Stewardship Season approaches, it is worth noting this year marks the 125th
anniversary of the founding of Banner Elk Presbyterian Church. Our church has an
inspiring history of stewardship we can look to as we prayerfully consider how we
serve. Stewardship is about all our resources: time, talent and money, and how we
can use these resources in service to God and our neighbors.
At the founding of Banner Elk Presbyterian Church, this area was desperately poor.
Our mountain ancestors had time and talent, but very little money, so stewardship
was more about “what I could do to serve God and my neighbors”. For example, the stone to build our church was not
purchased with money, but with time and sweat. Church members took wagons into the mountains and rivers and carried
rock here to build our beautiful church. Our massive stone pulpit was identified in a field, loaded onto a sled and dragged
here by a team of mules. We need to celebrate our past by asking ourselves what we can do to make our future as inspiring. How can we embrace the future by our stewardship and service?
One of the early leaders in our church was Dr. William C. Tate. He used his time and talent in extraordinary ways as he
helped Rev. Edgar Tufts build this church and serve the many needs of this community. Reverend Tufts recruited Dr.
W.C. Tate in 1910 to serve the medical needs of our community. They both saw a need and decided that God was calling
them to meet that need. Dr. Tate could have gone somewhere else and made more money, but he could not find a place
with greater need.
Dr. Tate began serving God by taking patients into his home where he set up two rooms for patients and turned two additional bedrooms into a laboratory and an operating room. He went on to develop Grace Hospital (now Lees-McRae College’s Tate Dorm), which then grew into Cannon Memorial Hospital. As the hospital grew, there were not enough nurses
available, so he started a nursing school where he did much of the instruction.
Christian stewardship is using your time and talent to meet the needs of your neighbors in service to God. Where Dr. Tate
saw a need, he worked towards meeting that need without fanfare. He saw a need for the community of Banner Elk to
have a bank, so he started one and served for decades as its president. He did all of that while continuing to run the
hospital and treat the sick--many of whom traveled hard hours over poor roads to receive treatment.
Stewardship is using your time and talent to meet the needs in your community. In 1942, during World War II, LeesMcRae College needed a President, but could ill afford one. So, Dr. Tate stepped up and served God and his neighbors as
President of Lees-McRae College. He held the job as President for 10 years, while he was also head of Grace Hospital,
performing surgery, treating sick patients, serving as Church Elder and Treasurer, training nurses to work in the hospital,
and serving as the President of the Banner Elk Bank.
Celebrate the inspiring past of Banner Elk Presbyterian Church by embracing the future as we approach Stewardship Season. What are your talents? How can you serve our neighbors and glorify God? Not everyone has the talent to be a caring
physician, college president, and bank president while also serving as a Church Elder and Treasurer, but we can ask ourselves, “What can I do?” Is it possible to dig deeper to meet the needs of our neighbors? Think how deep Dr. Tate had to
dig to serve God and his neighbors in all the different ways he did – all at the same time.
Let us celebrate our past by embracing the future this stewardship season.
- David Tate

In recent years, we have had several members from both choirs who have had to
discontinue their participation due to health issues. While we are so grateful for those
who continue to sing and have welcomed individuals and new couples who have joined
us recently, we are always happy to have new members. We also greatly appreciate those who sing with us (both Men's choir
and Mixed) during the summer and fall months they are here. They greatly enhance our music program and are often here
when year-round members are away.
This is an invitation to think about serving as a choir member if you enjoy singing and can be at most rehearsals. Men's
summer choir meets on Tuesday at 7:30 (usually in choir room) and mixed choir on Wednesdays at 7:15 pm in the sanctuary.
If you can match pitch, that is all that is needed to come and be a part of our fellowship as well as contribute to worship
services throughout the year. Please speak to me any time at church or call (828)898-5343 or e-mail
(diane_bepc@outlook.com) if you prefer, with any questions or to express your interest.
Grateful for the musicians,
Diane Rydell, Director of Music

Medical Staff at Grace Hospital in the 1930s.
Dr. W.C. Tate is the front row, far right.

Dr. W.C. Tate in a presentation

Comfort Makers
August Dedication - Bill and Donna Tate
Comfort Makers joyously dedicate their August
blanket to Bill and Donna Tate. Bill is a child of
this church (joined when he was 13) and his
grandfather (Dr. W.C. Tate) is one of its
founders. Following in his grandfather’s and
father’s footsteps, he became a surgeon. Dr. Bill
served three terms as Elder and as chair of Building and Grounds. In outreach, he served as a
member of the LMC Board of trustees, the
Edgar Tufts Memorial Association Board and for
20 years as a member of the Avery County Public School Board. Donna is a Family Nurse Practitioner with the Baker Center
for Primary Care. She has been a member of our church for ten years. Both participated in the prison ministry and both have
been long-time members of our choir - Donna for 13 years and Bill for 41 years. They are participants in the Appalachian
Chorale and enjoy working on flower gardens in their yard, camping, traveling on cruise liners and catamaran sailing trips.
They have 4 children and 8 grandchildren. Thank you, Bill and Donna, for everything you do!

Tidbits from Our Church History
Outposts
Even though small, Banner Elk Presbyterian was itself a “mission church” (being financially subsidized by the Presbytery for
its first 50 years), it was also a “missionary church” from the beginning. Our founder Rev. Edgar Tufts felt called to every
isolated community in the area. He sent his church members out to connect with hundreds of mountain people who needed
Christian fellowship but could not easily travel to any existing church.
Our church’s practice of sponsoring outposts continued over the years, as long as needed. The mission of providing regular
Sunday Schools and Bible teachers and singing hundreds of hymns may have been daunting, but the rigorous effort of “getting
there” was considered the only problem. The outposts were joyful and fruitful.
As better modes of transportation developed, the need for most of these chapels faded. All were eventually closed
except the very earliest one, Arbor Dale, which is now a thriving church on its own. There was a reciprocal blessing among
those who gave and those who received those early mission efforts. And who can say which was which?
- Dudley Gilmer

This comforter will hang in the hallway of the church and then be given to a worthy cause such as RAM or Habitat.

BEPC Preschool
After preschool graduation early June, my daughter Katariina and I were blessed with the opportunity to travel to Sweden, where I grew up, to
visit my friends and family. It is always a bittersweet trip filled with emotions and joy. My parents still live in my childhood home, which they
moved to when I was 4 months old. The nostalgia of watching Katariina run around the house, just like I did at her age, is an incredibly special
time for me, and, my parents I am sure.

Arbor Dale Outpost, started in 1903, was held at
two other locations before the current church was
built. One child in this photo, Julia Ramsey, later
became the first woman to be ordained as an Elder
in Holston Presbytery.

Not only is the trip filled with memories, but also an understanding of how my life has come full circle. I went to a church preschool, just like
the one I get to lead here, with chapel time once a week. And I was baptized at the same place. It is a beautiful church with a great
preschool program. The fact that this is where I got my first preschool experience, and now this is my mission in life, providing an early
educational start with Christian influence to our young children, is an overwhelming feeling. I am pleased to share some pictures with you of
my home church Glöstorps Kyrka, in Gothenburg Sweden!
The Church of Sweden is a national church, open to everyone living in Sweden regardless of nationality. It is a place for church services,
meetings and dialogue. The Church of Sweden is an Evangelical Lutheran church with 6.1 million members. There are 3500 churches in
Sweden. The church was finished in 1976 with two church bells made in Ystad, Sweden with an inscription from a previous church in
Gothenburg going back to early 1700.

Hanging Rock Chapel, started in 1917, was located on
present-day Dobbins Road by the current entrance to
“The Farm.” (It is featured in one of artist Don Iverson’s
paintings of local scenes.) Land for the chapel was
donated by Fred VonCanon, with attended by most of his
children, including Louise V. Holshouser. This photo
shows Lees-McRae students in 1959 repainting the
chapel, which was still holding regular Sunday School
every Sunday.

We still have a few openings for the new preschool year 2018-2019, please contact me if you have any questions or to register. Our first day if
preschool is Monday, August 20th!

Beech Mountain Chapel, begun by Rev. Marion
Murray in the early 1930s, was located in an isolated area of Beech (accessible through the Matney
area) where JackTale stories and old-time mountain
music were preserved. One of the most active
young members, Ed Presnell, was later renowned in
Southern Highland Crafts for his handmade dulcimers.

Interior of church

Beech Mountain Chapel in 1955.Mrs. Ed Presnell
and daughter Marthena are greeting Rev. Dan
Thomas of BEPC who held regular services there,
and his helper Mary Frances Elder (Frisbe.)

Festive Food--July Fine Dining at its Best!
Avery County Schools Back to School Bash

July was a big month for hungry Presbyterians! July 8 was our regular Second Sunday Brunch, held as a a potluck between services at
9:30 a.m. Everything home-cooked is always wonderful, and so is
the company. The annual church picnic also featured tasty food,
catered through our local grocery stores. Like our intrepid postal
carriers, "neither snow or rain..." kept some 40 hearty picnickers
away from Wildcat Lake. Rain was spotty across the area and it
was hard to know just how wet we might get--pretty wet! But note
happy smiles anyway!

Avery County Schools are asking for donations to assist them buying needed school supplies to fill backpacks for Avery students. Donations may be mailed to Avery County
Schools, 775 Cranberry Street, Newland, NC 28657. The Back to School Bash will be
held on August 11, so donations should be mailed ASAP. You may also purchase school
supplies if you prefer and just drop them off at the county office. The mission committee of BEPC will also provide a donation
to help these needy students. If you would like more information, call Carol Larson at 898-9341.

Mark your calendars! Next Second Sunday
Brunch is August 12; next picnic is next summer!

New Opportunity School for Women Friendship Luncheon
Please make plans to attend the New Opportunity School for Women’s fifth annual
Friendship Luncheon at the Beech Mountain Club beginning at 11:30 on Friday,
August 10. Prior to lunch, guests will have an opportunity to participate in a silent
auction of locally crafted items. Around noon, lunch will be served; following that, a
keynote speaker will share the vision of the school, which benefits low-income Appalachian women who seek to improve their
educational, financial and personal circumstances. Each summer, Lees-McRae College provides a lovely site for up to fourteen
women to attend a free three-week residential program that allows participants to explore career options, educational goals and
leadership development. These women experience classes in computer skills, creative writing, internship and interview skills, as
well receiving guidance in building self esteem and professionalism. They also enjoy field trips, cultural events, theatre arts and
often participate in campus activities. For more information and to purchase a ticket ($40) to this luncheon, please contact Jennie
Harpold at 828-898-8509 or harpoldj@LMC.edu.
Women’s Bible Study Class: Women of the New Testament
The Women’s Bible Study Class continues this month through August 20. Come open yourself to new understanding of scriptural teachings concerning the role of women in the Christian faith! The class meets Monday
mornings at 11:00am in the Faith Seekers Classroom.
The class is led by Mae Weed, utilizing the scholarship of renowned Middle Eastern Studies expert Kenneth
Bailey.

Sunday School News!
A new class began in July for children ages 7 - 12. Connie Addison is teaching this group from the study
“Awesome Adventures” (PCUSA). The class meets Sunday mornings from 10:00 to 10:45am in the
upstairs classroom located at the end of the hallway across from the Handbell Choir room. We encourage all
children of this age to join in this exciting new class. As always, the nursery is available for younger
siblings if needed. We look forward to this new journey with our young members. If you have questions
please contact Ellen Stapleton (CE Committee) at 828-898-6022 or Connie Addison (teacher) at 276-494-1792.

POP Meets The Last Sunday of the Month
Our POP group (Parents of Preschoolers) will be meeting at 5:30 pm on Sunday, August 5th in the
Middle School Class Room and on August 26th in the fellowship hall. Our survey of the Bible
continues with the last of the first five books in the OT. All parents of preschoolers are invited to
attend but are asked to let Ed Donnell or Cathy Richmond know if you plan to attend, so food and
child care can be planned. Child care is available in the nursery. Please feed your children before arriving.

Calling all Shepherds
Please consider serving as a Shepherd for a month. Whether you like to visit, send cards or
make phone calls, we need you! Sign up with a friend or we will find a partner for you.
There is a sign-up sheet located outside the church office or you may contact Debi Tornow
828-387-4914 or Emily Garrett 828-320-7577.

the

Empty Bowls Lunch to Benefit Feeding Avery Families
Saturday, August 25, 11 am – 2 pm
Land Harbor Recreation Center, 20 Linville Harbor Parkway
Mark your calendar for this annual event, which donates every penny collected toward neighbors facing hunger insecurity in our area. This is the only fundraiser for Feeding Avery Families, and there are several ways
you can help:
•

Volunteer to make a crockpot of soup, bread (muffins, cornbread, rolls, etc.), or a yummy dessert, and take it to Land
Harbor the morning of the 25th. Signup sheet is in the hallway between the sanctuary and the office;

•

Volunteer to help transport our church’s food donations to the event Saturday morning;

•

Volunteer to help during the event. All levels of activity are appreciated, from setting up for the event, to serving food
and checking in. Signup sheet is in the hallway between the sanctuary and the office;

•

Donate an item from your business (gift certificate, service, hand-crafted item) for the Silent Auction;

•

Come on the 25th and support this wonderful event! It is fun, and the auction items are varied and amazing! When you
enter the recreation center, you will make a donation which allows you to select a handmade pottery bowl to keep.
Bowls are donated by potters all over the area, and by ceramic students at area schools. You will then be offered your
choice of a delicious variety of homemade soups, breads and desserts. Bid on auction items from local restaurants, businesses, and crafters. Enjoy the fellowship of the day, knowing you are making a difference in the lives of our neighbors
who struggle to feed their families.
Questions? Please contact Cathy (Tolman) Reynolds (cathytolman@skybest.com, 704-608-2814 – text also).

Around the Church…..
Youth Activities

We are so blessed to have such wonderful children as members of Banner Elk Presbyterian Church, and they were very busy
during the month of July! On July 4th, several of our little ones attended the 4th of July Parade in downtown Banner Elk. It
was a very joyous occasion, with lots of fun (and candy) had by all who attended! On Sunday, July 15th, the Sunday School
class for our smallest children was hosted by our oldest children! This class, led by Don and
Judy Hilsmier, covered the fascinating story of Creation! After the lesson, the children drew pictures of
what God created for us! After the Sunday service,
these two youth groups met at the park for lunch and
activities, with a short devotional for the oldest children
led by Jimmy Ennis. We were so excited to see these
two age groups get to know each other and there were
definitely lifelong friendships made!

11
7:30am Men’s Prayer
Breakfast at
Banner Elk Café

18
7:30am Men’s Prayer
Breakfast at
Banner Elk Café

25
7:30am Men’s Prayer
Breakfast at
Banner Elk Café

10
Office Closed

17
Office Closed
LMC Freshmen
Move In Day

24
Office Closed
7pm GODSPELL in
BEPC Sanctuary

31
Office Closed

8
9
10am Comfort Makers 9am Preschool Camp
12:30pm JULIETS
11:15 am ROMEO’s
4:30pm Handbells
Men’s Lunch Group
7:15pm Choir

15
16
10am Comfort Makers 9am Preschool Camp
4:30pm Handbells
11:15 am ROMEO’s
7:15pm Choir
Men’s Lunch Group
6pm Session

23
BEPC Preschool
9am Preschool Camp
11:15 am ROMEO’s
Men’s Lunch Group
7pm GODSPELL in
BEPC Sanctuary

30
BEPC Preschool
9am Preschool Camp
11:15 am ROMEO’s
Men’s Lunch Group

22
BEPC Preschool
10am Comfort Makers
4:30pm Handbells
7:15pm Choir

29
BEPC Preschool
10am Comfort Makers
4:30pm Handbells
7:15pm Choir

7
9am Preschool Camp
7pm Men’s Choir
Rehearsal

14
9am Preschool Camp
7pm Men’s Choir
Rehearsal

21
9am BEPC Preschool
7pm GODSPELL in
BEPC Sanctuary

28
9am BEPC Preschool
7pm Men’s Choir
Rehearsal

6
9am Preschool Camp
11am Women’s Stuby

13
9am Preschool Camp
11am Women’s Stuby
7pm Waking with
Shadows Group

20
9am BEPC Preschool
11am Women’s Stuby

27
9am BEPC Preschool
11am Women’s Stuby

12
8:30am Worship
9:30am BRUNCH
9:45am Youth SS
Class
10am Presch SS Class
11 am Worship

19
8:30am Worship
9:30am SS Classes
9:45am Youth SS
Class
10am Presch SS Class
11 am Worship
12N Causby Lunch

26
8:30am Worship
9:30am SS Classes
9:45am Youth SS
Class
10am Presch SS Class
11 am Worship

5

COMMUNION
8:30am Worship
9:30am SS Classes
9:45am Youth SS
Class
10am Presch SS Class
11 am Worship

4
7:30am Men’s Prayer
Breakfast at
Banner Elk Café
3
Office Closed
1
2
10am Comfort Makers 9am Preschool Camp
4:30pm Handbells
11:15 am ROMEO’s
7:15pm Choir
Men’s Lunch Group

Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

Church Happenings
JULIETS

August Birthdays
2 Gordon Causby
3 Allen Clark
5 Marianne Gore
6 Jayme Vernon
7 Bobby Duke
8 Dorothy Fryberger
8 Bill Tate
9 Debi Tornow
9 Linda Olsen
10 Charles Dolab
11 Libby McGowan
12 Sally Gunn
17 Ruth Matherne
18 Chappie Petree
20 Cliff Williams
21 Peter Ward
26 Martha Dosher
28 Dennis Owens
28 Ben Vergara
29 Robert Todd
29 Linda Williams
30 Don Hilsmier
30 Mike Jones
30 Scott Miller
30 Joe Ward

The JULIETS (Just us ladies informally eating together) will
next meet for food and fellowship on Wednesday, August 8th at
12:30PM. We are goIng to one of our favorite places, Loaves
and Fishes , in Crossnore. Please sign up at the Church or call
Marge Bailey ( 387-4628).
Dear BEPC Family,
Paula and I are doing great and we appreciate all the
prayers, cards, gifts, love, and support from our family at
BEPC! Our son Liam Isaac Garris was born on June 28th at
5:00pm weighing in at 8 lbs 11oz and 19in long and boy is
he strong. We look forward to bringing him to Banner Elk
before too long so you all can meet him.
Will and Paula Garris

The Banner Elk Book Exchange will be
hosting on august 14th Jane Stephenson as
she discusses “Changing Lives in Appalachia:
New Opportunity School for Women”.
On August 28th, Allen and Janet Speer will be at The Book Exchange presenting
a dramatization of “Fractured Republic: The Civil War in the NC Quaker Belt”.
These programs are open to the public and free of charge. They take place at
7:00pm in the Historic Old Banner Elk School.

**********************************

Many Thanks!
A big thank you to all those people who helped with the
hosting of the Presbytery of Western North Carolina
meeting July 31th at Lees-McRae College. Your help is
Presbytery of W.N.C.
greatly appreciated!

We need YOU and your photo!!
In looking through our most recent photo directory for our church, it seems that many of you are missing!!
Some of you need to update your picture (your children are no longer toddlers, but are now teenagers, or
some families have new little ones). If you are one of those folks whose picture is not in our directory or
needs updating, please help us include you.
A photographer will be present at each service in August, camera in hand, to take photos.
Preferred background is near the punch table in good weather, or at the front of the
sanctuary if the skies are not so good. I plan to be at church around 9:25 to catch the
early service folks and will “hang around” after 11:00 service to get those of you
present at that time. If neither of these times work for you, please let me know and
I can come by the church at your convenience. Donna Dicks 828-898-6667
dbdicks@skybset.com
Once we have new photos added, you may request a
link to the directory so that you can access or print your own copy.
Just notify the church office to get that link. Thank you!

July 2018 Financials
7/2/2018
7/9/2018
7/16/2018
7/23/2018
7/30/2018
Total

$9,876.80
$7,929.00
$7,571.00
$14,453.50
$14,211.35
$54,041.65

