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SUNDAY WORSHIP SERIVCES
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with Men’s Gospel Choir
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From the Pastor….
MORE JOYFUL NOISE!
This has been one of the fullest years I can remember in ministry, with all
sorts of opportunities, challenges, and progress. Two recent developments
are the topic of this communication.
Session met August 28 to act on two recommendations. The first is to
acquire the newer Presbyterian Hymnal. A Task Force made up of Diane
Rydell, Rob Clemmer, Katy Fletcher, Bill Ferguson, Jean Eells and Laura
Carringer, has studied this hymnal and concluded that it will enhance our
worship. Worship Committee unanimously agreed, and Session has voted to
proceed with this change. A donor is prepared to donate all of the needed
hymnals, so that there will be no cost to the church and no fund raising
necessary (Thanks be to God!).
In recommending this move, the Task Force noted:
 There is a greater selection of hymns - over 850 of them. Old favorites
have been returned, new hymns added, and different styles such as
spirituals included. Ample service music and simple choral responses are
found throughout, and music from other traditions is incorporated.
 There are descriptive comments under each hymn to lend scriptural and
historical context to the hymns.
 Extensive indices makes for easier worship planning.
 Despite having far more hymns than any previous hymnal, it is lighter in
weight, with a clear type face.
Stay tuned for more on this subject as we make this exciting transition.
The second recommendation Session approved relates to the Park and Play
Campaign and Property Development. As you will read in the Park and
Play Report, we presently stand at around $300,000 of the goal of $450,000.
Our Stewardship and Finance Committee has considered options on how to
move forward with the project, and concluded that, if BEPC wants to
proceed, we are capable of taking on some debt.
The recommendation was to call a congregational/corporation meeting for
the purpose of having the congregation approve borrowing up to $200,000 so
that BEPC can attempt to get the project started this fall. You may recall that
getting the dirt in place and packed down soon is advantageous, as we can
then let it freeze and thaw in the winter months before a final compacting in
the Spring. For a variety of reasons, both the Stewardship and Finance
Committee and Session unanimously believe that it is wise to press ahead,
rather than wait.
(continued on next page)

(continued from page 1)
Therefore, a meeting of the Congregation and Corporation has been called for Sunday, September 11, immediately
following the 11:00 service. A brief update on the project with anticipated timetables will be given, and the motion to
borrow put forward. It may be helpful to note that those most closely involved with the project do not think we will need to
borrow anywhere close to the $200,000, and that we would not need to borrow until next Spring. Pledges and gifts are still
coming in (Bless you!). We are still tweaking the plan to achieve whatever reasonable cost savings we can. The gap is
narrowing, and there is confidence that the Park and Play vision will be completed in the next year.
Once again, I am thankful for such a committed group of disciples here at BEPC: the thoughtful and prayerful engagement
of the possibilities, the faithful responses to the challenges, the strong and visionary leadership, and the clear moving of the
Holy Spirit in our midst. We are making a joyful noise to the Lord in so many ways!
- Field Russell

Opportunities To Learn And Grow
Faith Seekers’ Class
About the Faith Seekers’ Class: Explore various issues, using music, video and conversation.
Food: Coffee and snacks provided (usually)
Money: Receives an offering for good causes and needs
Time: 9:30 AM

CLUTCH
Fall is coming, school is starting back and Clutch has resumed. We meet at 8:00 on
Tuesday evenings in the Fellowship Hall. Leslie Piper and Dick Larson lead the
discussions, while, generally, Carol has provided food. We need help with some of that. Carol
and Dick will be traveling Aug 26 until ~ Sep 15. Leslie will organize and lead the discussion,
but will need assistance setting up the tables and chairs, providing the food, and cleaning up at
the end, along with taking down some of the tables. We still need help for Sept.13th. If you can
assist with any of this, please contact Leslie at 704-591-9921. Thanks for all your support.
These young people, are, after all, our future, and it is bright.

Calling All Shepherds!
We need you for our Shepherding program!! If you have never served as a shepherd for a month, you will find yourself
receiving much more than you give. Couples, two friends, or new friends can serve. You will receive instructions on your
responsibilities for the month. Sign-up sheets are in the hall outside the church
office. For more information, please call Carolyn Jones at 828-733-6902 or
Emily Garrett at 828-320-7577.
Thank you for your service!

Faith Seekers will continue looking at the Psalms; their history and the various ways artists have interpreted them
through visual art, music and dance.
“Dying for Dummies” - Community Panel
“Dying for Dummies” isn’t a book…it’s a topic to be discussed with your family and your doctor, BEFORE you need
answers to questions like these:
1. How can I talk to my family about my wishes?
2. What is Hospice and what do they do? I thought it was a place. Can my regular doctor still take care of me?
3. CPR vs. DNR: Which? When?
4. How should I choose a medical power of attorney?

We Are Connected…..

The adult Sunday school class recently explored some ethical aspects of end-of-life issues, led by our own Dr. Jerry Olsen,
who taught at the medical school of the University of South Carolina for over 20 years. So many comments and questions
were raised that we thought that more folks might benefit from an informal panel discussion dealing with these sometimes
emotional and difficult issues.

Each week I receive an update (at my request) from the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)’s online “Weekly News Digest” which
tells of denominational happenings throughout our church. This week’s news contained a moving article I want to share
with BEPC members.
--Tony Fortune
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Summary excerpts:
Hearts, prayers and thoughts of the whole church go out to the people of Baton Rouge and communities in the Gulf region in
the wake of the August catastrophic flooding and loss of life. Presbyterian Disaster Assistance has deployed its National
Response Team members who are working with Presbyterian communities and other response organizations in the affected
area to support emergency response, assessment, spiritual care and short and long term recovery.

We plan to have this discussion on Sunday, September 25 at 3:00pm for about an hour or so to talk about medical/ethical issues at the end of life. Our panel will consist of McNair Tornow, attorney, and Feild Russell, pastor, as well as Dr. Jerry Olsen and his daughter, Dr. Amy Olsen Inman, Medical Director of Hospice and Home Care of Alexander County. Information
will be presented, but there will also be time for your questions.

While PDA extends help to all in need, they have been especially concerned for eight Presbyterian families that have been
impacted by the floodwaters which came up so quickly that people were isolated with nowhere to go. Requested help and
resources are being creatively provided throughout the area.

Do plan to attend in order to learn how to have these important conversations with your family members BEFORE hard
decisions must be made. If you have questions, please contact Janet Speer at speerj@lmc.edu. Let us know if you plan to
attend by contacting Donna Dicks at dbdicks@skybest.com. We look forward to seeing you on September 25th in the
Fellowship Hall on the lower level of the church.

A Presbyterian retreat facility is being used for training and housing of volunteers and for a continuing flood recovery
ministry. University Presbyterian Church, which did not sustain damage in the flooding and which has a partnership with a
women’s hospital, has opened its doors as a shelter for women who have just given birth. They have also turned Sunday
School rooms into places for families with newborns to be together.

Note Cards Back By Popular Demand!
We have reordered our greeting cards! A beautiful variety of cards that
represent artists in our congregation are available for purchase. These
make lovely "hostess" or Christmas gifts. Each describes the artist on the
back, and connects the cards to our church. $10 per package and located
in the hallway.

There is so little housing available and hotels are full, so finding housing for Red Cross and other helping groups has been a
challenge which is being met in part by churches offering their fellowship halls and other facilities to help meet these needs.
The church’s faithful financial support of One Great Hour of Sharing enables PDA to make resources
immediately available to affected communities as disasters unfold and to continue recovery long after
many organizations have left.
Many waters cannot quench love, neither can floods drown it – Song of Songs 8:7

Milestones

Around the Church

Dudley Gilmer
Dudley Gilmer was recognized at an appreciation dinner and camp homecoming event
on August 12 for her long history with Holston Presbytery Camp and Retreat Center. Holston Center Director Jim Austin, pictured here with Dudley, praised Barrett and
Dudley for their years of personal involvement, especially during the years Barrett was
camp director, from 1964 to 1985. The contributions of the entire Gilmer family were
honored with the naming of Gilmer Woods in 1994. A major personal contribution from
Dudley was researching and writing Our Hearts Belong: The First 50 Years of Holston
Presbytery Camp, copyright 2005.

Rob & Phyllis Clemmer Celebrate 50th Wedding Anniversary
On August 20, Rob and Phyllis Clemmer were surprised by their children and grandchildren with a party celebrating their 5oth
wedding anniversary. Many folks were able to attend and offer best wishes and congratulations to this very special couple.

Reception for Bill and Kate Russell Hoyt
On Sunday, August 14, Bill and Kate Russell Hoyt were honored at a reception celebrating their marriage in April. It was a
lovely event which many folks attended. Bill's daughter, Hailey, was especially pleased to share her dancing steps with us. She
is a such a cutie! Hostesses Mary Dickinson, Jean Eells, Debi Tornow, Phyllis Clemmer and Emily Garrett provided delicious
refreshments...what a nice afternoon! Our best wishes to Kate and Bill as they begin their lives together.

Annual Church Picnic July 18th at Wildcat Lake

Community Events
Happenings at The Book Exchange
Author Talk: Becky Alghrary McRee
Join us at the Book Exchange at the Historic Banner Elk School on September 10 at 2:30 for an
Author Talk with Becky Alghrary McRee, a local writer of interest. Becky is a native of
Newton, NC, and a graduate of Lees-McRae College and UNC-Charlotte, where she majored in
English and Communications. She has worked on the staffs of four newspapers, including the
Avery Post and the Avery Journal-Times, before turning to writing her own stories. Her first book
was the story of her great-uncle, A Confederate Remembers Northern Virginia-George Rabb, Catawba County Soldier, which was so popular that it was re-published fifteen years later. While living in Avery County, Becky wrote two books featuring stories of the strong, memorable mountain
women and men of the area: Mountain Magnolias and Hemlocks and Magnolias, which feature
many local folks and families. Another of Becky’s books is From the Catawba to the Tigris, a
personal memoir tracing 26 years in her life as the wife of an Iraqi native. Adventures of Becky and her family are re-told
through stories of their trips to Iraq from 1970-1989, just prior to Saddam’s invasion of Kuwait. Her most recent book,
Passages of the Heart, is a collection of her poetry through the years, tracing her life though her love of nature and the
mountains, struggles in her personal life, remembrances of her childhood and adventures of travel to exotic locations around the
world.

Book Discussion Group
The Book Discussion Group which meets on the first Tuesday of each month at the Book Exchange, located at the Historic Banner Elk School, has decided on books to read in the next few months. Please mark your calendar and plan to join the group for
lively discussion and fellowship. Contact Dudley Gilmer at 898-5096 or Donna Dicks at 898-6667 for more
information.
September 6: Night Circus (Morganstern)
October 4: Me Before You (JoJo Moye)
November 1: What She Knew (Macmillan)
December: no meeting
January 3: The Guest Room (Bohjalian)
February 7: Mountains Beyond Mountains (Paul Farmer)

American Red Cross Blood Drive
BEPC sponsors the American Red Cross Blood Drives several times a year. The next one will be held
Thursday, September 8th from 2:00-6:30pm in the King Fellowship Hall. Sponsoring a blood drive is an
important community responsibility and helps many people. Please mark your calendars, and if you are able,
please help the Red Cross reach their goal! If you want to make an appointment you can go to
www.redcrossblood.org and put in sponsor code: Lees-McRae or call Nurse Carl at 898-8862.

Art in the Sanctuary
Wimsey Powell
Wimsey Powell was born in New York City in 1937. She
grew up in Greenwich, Conn. She attended Miss Hall’s
School and graduated from Smith with an art history
degree. She was an accomplished artist in her own right.
She was also an avid gardener. Mrs. Powell was very active
in the Banner Elk community and belonged to many
organizations; an officer in the Democratic Women of
Avery County, instrumental in setting up Eleanor’s Gift to help women in recovery;
associate member of the Presbyterian Church of Banner Elk, and a former board member of Avery County
Habitat for Humanity and a volunteer for Feeding Avery Families. She was also a longtime successful member of
Alcoholic’s Anonymous, and was a sponsor in Banner Elk and Southwest Florida. Wimsey passed away in 2012. Her
husband Bob is remembered fondly by our congregation as he has moved to be closer to family. Bob gave this piece to our
church in honor of Wimsey.
Scripture for meditation: Matthew 18:10
“See that you do not despise one of these little ones. For I tell you that their angels in heaven always see the face of my
Father in heaven.”

Comfort Makers
September Dedication - John and Sally Prince
Comfort Makers dedicates the September blanket to John, Sallie
and Leslie Prince. The Princes have been coming to Banner Elk
from their Florida home in Spring Hill since 1969. In those years
they have been strong supporters and volunteers for Lees-McRae
College, Grandfather Home for Children and the Forum. They
have made our church their “second home.” Because John’s
father began the Heisman trophy, they give a football to great
causes such as Grandfather Home and the MS Foundation each
year. We love seeing them come in with their beautiful daughter
Leslie to worship with us at BEPC.

Property Development

Fall Mission Trip
Our Presbytery of Western NC is sending a second group of volunteers to continue work assisting families
whose homes were damaged by flooding last year near Columbia, SC. In May, 23 people from Presbytery
churches traveled to work with the Presbyterian Disaster Assistance program and Saint Bernard Project near
Lake Murray.
The invitation has been extended for up to 20 people at least 18 years-old to return to provide
additional assistance to the flood victims. Work will be based on skill of the volunteers who are
going. This work trip will take place October 16-22, and registration should be made
immediately to become part of this team. Registration forms are available on PWNC website
http://presbyteryWNC.org/ and contact person is EdForsyth@aol.com.

Park & Play Campaign
As of August 30th we have received 98 pledges totaling $292,375. This is $157,625 short of our $450,000
goal. Even though we know there are some more pledges coming in, we feel we will not
reach our goal and asked the Session to call a meeting of the BEPC Corporation to
approve taking out a loan to get the funding to build the Parking and Playground.
Chuck Dickinson, Chairman, Park & Play Campaign

Church Happenings
JULIETS

September Birthdays
3
4
4
8
9
9
10
14
14
16
17
18
19
19
20
21
25
26
27
27
30

Roger Wiedeback
Barbara Hosbein
Allen Speer
Tommy Councill
Travis Henley
John Williams,III
Jacque Butler
Fred Deaton, Jr.
Judy King
Douglas Smith
Joe Stapleton
Grover Gore
Connie Easley
Cynthia Goedhart
Amy Terrant
Martha Burns
Evelyn Thoubboron
Bert Bittan
Philip Myers
Enid Tatje
E. C. Newman

New Church
Directories on the
Way!
The new church directories are in the
printing stage…be on the lookout for
an announcement about their
availability in the next week or
so. We hope you will enjoy using
them to help you match names
and faces! You are welcome to one
copy per family. You may also
receive the directory electronically, if
you prefer, by contacting Rob Clemmer at the church:
rob@bannerelkpresbyterian.org.
Many thanks to those who worked to
put this directory together.

The Juliets ( Just us Ladies informally eating Together )
have requested a return visit to the Grill at the Linville
Golf Club for their September get together. We will plan
to meet on Wednesday, September 14 at 12:30 for lunch and
fellowship. Please sign up at the Church or call Marge
Bailey at 387-4628 ) to reserve your place.
Hope to see you there!

Fellowship Brunch
Come one, come all to the Fall brunch on Sunday, September
18, 2016. We will begin at 9:30 or just as soon as the early
service is over. Come down after the 8:30am worship service or come for the brunch and then go to the 11:00am worship service. Please bring your favorite brunch recipe to
share and visit with other church friends. This may be the last time many of our
seasonal residents will have an opportunity to share a meal with their church family
before returning to their winter residences! See you then!

Empty Bowls Event
Many thanks to all those people who assisted with the Empty Bowls Event to make
it such a huge success, and thanks to all those who attended. The amount raised
was $9,630.92!

George and Sara Hall enjoyed soup
and fellowship at the Empty Bowl for
Avery event at Land Harbor on August
27. The Halls regularly attend worship
and church functions at BEPC during
the summer months.

Good-Bye to Our Friends, the Franklins

The Daniel Plan

Maddi Daniels, president of the
Avery High Key Club, and Kathy
Ward (right) staffed the table holding
a wide selection of handmade bowls
for the Empty Bowls for Avery event
at Land Harbor on August 27. Kathy
is active in many BEPC activities,
including the choir.

Walking with Shadows
Our attention to those who have family or friends who deal with
mental illness has been very successful. We invite others to join
us. Led by our own professional counselor, Rev. Brant Piper, the group seeks out
support, comfort and resources for dealing with very difficult problems of relationships, healthy steps and well being. For more information please contact
Janet Speer at speerj@lmc.edu. The group meets on the second Monday of each
month at 7 PM in the Margaret Tate Parlor on the second floor near the elevator.
Our next meeting will be September 12th.

God designed our bodies to be healthy, providing
everything we need to thrive and live abundantly. And
with assistance from medical and fitness experts,
Pastor Rick Warren and thousands of people from his
congregation at Saddleback Church started a journey to
transform their lives. The result: 15,000 people lost over
260,000 pounds in the first year. But the changes in
people’s lives went far beyond the pounds they lost.
This is a biblically based plan that changes the mind set
which leads to a healthier life. The Congregational
Care and Nurture Committees sponsored a class on the
Daniel Plan earlier this year. We
are considering a Fall session for
anyone who might be interested.
If you would like
to join us, email Janet Speer at
speerj@lmc.edu.

When Becky and Coy Franklin moved here some years ago, it
was a blessing to our church and community. We are sorry
for them to be moving to Fredricksburg, VA, but are happy
they will be near family as they begin a new chapter in their
lives. Coy, a retired Presbyterian minister, has preached for
us many times and has added valued leadership to our
congregation. He’s also been a faithful builder with Habitat for
Humanity and has enjoyed the Men’s Lunch Group. Both Becky
and Coy have been choir members, have supported many
programs and activities and have enthusiastically served on
various committees throughout their time here We are sad to see
the Franklins leave, and we’ll
miss their warm friendliness.
We thank them for their years
of service in the Banner Elk
Presbyterian Church family
and send them on their way
with our love and best wishes.

New Members
Chappie & Deb Petree
It’s one of those “feel good” kinds of things, when new members Chappie
(John) and Deb Petree said they felt so good about attending a Christmas
Eve service here several years ago, that they decided to join the church! Now
that they’re here full time, coming by letter of transfer from Fayetteville,
they’re especially enjoying the snow skiing and being outside. Living on
Beech Mountain helps! Chappie is a retired banker, and brings with him
decades of church service: three terms as elder, 17 years on the finance
committee, and work on a church building expansion project. Deb is a retired flight attendant and also has church finances in
her blood, working as treasurer of the Women of the Church. Our heartiest welcome to them both!
Martha Williams
Good signs also count, and new affiliate member Martha Williams first saw our church sign years
ago while driving through Banner Elk. Now enjoying her first full summer here, she’s made Banner
Elk Presbyterian her summer church home! Martha and Boomer, her British black lab, call Beech
Mountain home for the summer, and Tuscumbia AL home during our cold winter months. Martha is
a retired science educator with degrees in education and biology, and enjoys reading, traveling and
socializing with friends. She also continues to be active in her church as an adult class teacher.

Stewardship 2017
Being Good Stewards
There were 69 commitment cards totaling $ 243,822.00 received at the two Consecration Sunday services and an additional 4 cards of $6,000 came in on Monday and Tuesday bringing our total to date to
$249,822.00. For those of you who have not yet turned in your cards, we ask that you either bring or mail
them to the church as soon as possible so the Session can complete the 2017 church budget process.
Many thanks for your continued generous support of Banner Elk Presbyterian Church!
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7pm Men’s Choir

27
9am BEPC Preschool

5
LABOR DAY
OFFICE CLOSED

12
9am BEPC Preschool

19
9am BEPC Preschool

26
9am BEPC Preschool

11
8:30am Worship
9:30am SS Classes
11 am Worship
12N Congregational
Meeting

18
8:30am Worship
9:30am BRUNCH
11 am Worship

25
8:30am Worship
9:30am SS Classes
11 am Worship
LAST 8:30AM SERVICE OF THE SEA-
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BEPC Preschool
The preschool is back in full-swing as we have concluded the first 2 weeks of
school. We loved seeing all of the smiling faces and hearing the laughter in
the hallway. I wanted to take the time to introduce our wonderful
teachers; Ms. Jessica is our new 4 year old teacher, Ms. Jennifer is our 3 year
old teacher along with me, Ms. Vicky and Ms. Tiffiny are educating our
youngest ones in the 2 year old classroom. These ladies worked hard getting
the classrooms ready along with writing lesson plans for the year. I am also
happy to let you know that the entire staff is CPR and First Aid Certified and
has undergone safety and security training with the Banner Elk Police
Department. We only have a few spots available so if you know of anyone
interested in enrolling their child at our preschool please contact me at
acmariott@bannerelkpresbyterian.org.

- AC Marriott, Preschool Director

Avery Habitat for Humanity
Women’s Build Day for Habitat
Avery Habitat For Humanity held a Women Build Day on August 27th at the new construction in
Elk Park for Amanda Jones and her 4 children. Amanda is pictured 4th from left, back
row. BEPC was well represented on our first build day! Projected completion date for Amanda’s
new home is late November. We will be planning monthly Women Build Days for this house and
other houses in the county, and also looking for volunteers to provide lunches. Please contact
Cammy Pittman at 828-260-0015 you have any interest in helping this great organization!

Get Ready to Celebrate!
The new Habitat home for Lisa and Cody Shook will be completed soon and we’ll all have the chance to
celebrate with them at their home dedication. According to Jennifer Raney with Watauga Habitat for Humanity, the Shook home should be completed near the end of September and will be dedicated on a Sunday
afternoon. Our church family will take part in the happy celebration by hosting refreshments and in various
other capacities. Our dedicated work team consisting in part of Steve Bender, Larry Zimmer, Coy Franklin
and Bob Powell has worked faithfully for many months sharing their energy and expertise to make this
house a reality. As soon as we have the date, we’ll send you the word so you can make plans to join the
many people who have worked together to provide this lovely home in Foscoe, just over the Avery County line. As completion
draws near, we share Lisa’s excitement and look forward to touring her home and being part of the joyful dedication event.
Anyone who would like to help furnish refreshments is asked to contact Claire Fortune.

From the Office
New Addresses:
Rev. Coy & Becky Franklin
1015 Albert Rennolds Dr., Fredericksburg, VA 22401
email: coybecky38@gmail.com
Coy’s Cell 828-260-3038 Becky’s Cell 828-260-2188
Mrs. Cynthia Kittle
2862 Pine Needle Dr.
East Point GA 30344
Email: kittlecynthia5@gmail.com

August Monthly Financial
Receipts for Sunday:
Aug. 7 $ 10,648
Aug. 14 $ 6,688
Aug. 21 $ 8,885
Aug. 28 $ 7,151

