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CHURCH LEADERSHIP & STAFF
Moderator: Rev. Feild Russell
Clerk of Session: Susan Carter
Class 2015
Allen Clark - Worship
Donna Dicks - Missions
Don Hilsmier - Membership Outreach
Class 2016
Martin MacQueen - Membership Outreach
Rick Owen - Personnel
Dorothy Pullease - Stewardship/Finance

For the Newsletter to be received by the first day of each month, Session has set the deadline
for all submissions to be on or before the 15th of each month (via e-mail or diskette only).
We extend a sincere welcome to everyone to join us for worship and any events you see listed in the newsletter.

Class 2017
Tony Fortune - Communications
Cathy Richmond - Congregational Care
Carolyn West - Congregational Care
Treasurer: Dr. Ronald L. McGowan
Asst Treasurers: Allen Clark, Rob Clemmer,
Jean Eells, Bruce Pendergast, Dorothy Pullease

Church Staff
Rev. Feild Russell, Pastor
Mobile: 757-846-1105
Email: pastor@bannerelkpresbyterian.org
Rev. Leslie Piper, Parish Associate
Rev. Dr. Ed Donnell, Parish Associate
edd@aggienetwork.com
Rob Clemmer, Office Administrator
rob@bannerelkpresbyterian.org
Director of Music: Diane Rydell
diane_bepc@outlook.com
Admin. Assistant: Dedy Traver
dedy@bannerelkpresbyterian.org
Housekeeping: Margaret Trivette
BEPC Preschool: Shane Parker, Director
parkerps@email.appstate.edu
Jim Taylor, sixOfive Music Director
Office Telephone: 828-898-5406

SUNDAY WORSHIP SERIVCES
8:30 am Worship– traditional
with Men’s Gospel Choir
9:30 am Sunday School
11:00 am Worship - traditional
6:05 pm Worship - informal

From the Pastor…..
At the end of a wonderful week at the Chautauqua Institution in New York
State, our final worship included a litany recognizing the unique nature of the
place and experience, written by organist Jared Jacobsen. I have crafted my
own version (heavily borrowing) in appreciation of the exceptional character
of our mountain paradise during the summer months. Whether living here
year round or part-time, perhaps this resonates with all…
We give thanks, O God, for the creation of these mountains, where beauty
inspires the soul and moderate climate soothes the spirit.
In the shadow of ancient Grandfather, Sugar, and Beech,
Beside century old stonework structures,
Viewing spectacular sunrises and sunsets,
In the babble of brooks and the song of waterfalls
We have seen You.
In step with parades and perusing the booths of festivals,
At Forum, Theater, or Thursday evening band entertainment,
In the flame of the kiln, click of the loom, stroke of the brush
In inspiring preaching and inspired music,
We have seen You.
In singing birds and wagging tails and stalking cats,
Fishing Wildcat Lake or trout-filled rivers,
On the green or in the sand trap,
In the quiet of the woods,
We have seen You.
Through the sounds of children playing in the park,
In smiling faces and compassionate arms of friends and neighbors,
Around the table at a favorite restaurant,
In rocking chairs and on porches,
We have seen You.
For enrichment and renewal that comes to us in, and through, this sacred
place…
We give thanks and praise to You, our Creator! AMEN!
Feild

Opportunities To Learn And Grow
Faith Seekers’ Class
About the Faith Seekers Class: Explore various issues, using music, video and conversation.
Food: Coffee and snacks provided (usually)
Money: Receives an offering for good causes and needs
Time: 9:30 AM
Where: Upstairs in Room 215 (above Feild’s office)
Following through on our study of Same Kind of Different as Me:
Sept 6 and 13: Coming from our study of the book, Same Kind of Different as Me, we will seek
ways our church can reach out via the many organizations in the county.
Sept 20:
Church brunch during Sunday School time; Please attend!
Sept 27:
Health fair during Sunday School time: Please attend!

“Empty Bowls” to Benefit Feeding Avery Families
Be sure to mark Saturday, September 12, noon-3:00 p.m., as a time to participate in an activity to promote the
Feeding Avery Families ministry in which BEPC is actively involved. Many of our members help pack and
distribute food boxes each month. For the second year, there is a way to enjoy good food and
fellowship while contributing to a worthy cause. The luncheon will be held right here in Banner Elk at Mt.
Calvary Baptist Church. At the “Empty Bowls” event, you will be able to choose a hand-made bowl crafted by
one of our talented area potters. Then you’ll feast on your choice of home-made soup, bread, and dessert. You
can eat at tables with friends old and new, make a contribution for your meal, and have the opportunity to bid
on a silent auction. The proceeds from this event help provide food for folks in our county.
There are several ways you can help with this meal: volunteer to set-up, serve, clean-up; make a recipe of your delicious soup,
bread or dessert; donate items for the silent auction; come and eat; all of the above! Call Claire Fortune, 898-4950, with your
offer to assist.

Member Conversations on
Christian Education
You are invited to be a part of the first
step in expanding the possibilities for
Christian Education in our congregation.
This is a one time, one evening
conversation to be led by Parish
Associate Ed Donnell. BEPC Members
interested in future CE ministries are
urged to attend and join in the dreaming and imagining for
what we might suggest to the session. We will meet at 7:00
p.m. on Thursday, September 10 in the session room.

Health Fair To Be Held At
BEPC
The Lees-McRae College, May
School of Nursing and Health
Sciences is looking forward to
holding a health fair at Banner Elk
Presbyterian Church on Sunday,
September 27, 2015 between services in the Fellowship
Hall. Nurses will be available for blood pressure checks,
blood sugar screenings, information on chronic disease, and
medication checks. A congregational survey will be coming
to you soon to find out what additional information you
would like the nurses to have on hand. You can also speak
privately with a nurse about any issue that concerns you.

Presbytery Is Connected

Stewardship

BEPC Family Members
Sara Brewer

Stewardship Season
If you did not receive a letter and commitment card, or were not able to be present for
Consecration Sunday, please contact Rob Clemmer at the church office
(828-898-5406). He will be happy to assist you in receiving appropriate materials.
Commitment cards can be mailed to the church office at P.O. Box 158, Banner Elk, NC 28604.
You may also bring your card by the church office which is open Monday-Thursday 8:30am to 2:00pm.
Thank you for your continued support of BEPC.

Church Directory
Help Keep Directory Updated
In an effort to keep our Church Directory up-to-date, you’re reminded to let the church office know of
any changes in your contact information. We’re always working to keep information current, so we
need you to send us any changes in your NAME, MAILING ADDRESS, PHONE NUMBERS, and
EMAIL ADDRESS. Please send any changes or additions to Rob Clemmer:
rob@bannerelkpresbyterian.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry
Prayer Shawl Group Invites YOU!

A life-long native of Avery County, Sara Brewer was baptized at BEPC by Reverend Dan Thomas. Sara’s son, Corben, was baptized here as well. Sara’s family has a long history of living in
this area even before it split off from adjacent counties to become Avery County. Her father, Auburn Andrews, and mother, Nelta Stewart, married after her father returned home from military
service in World War II. He became Postmaster at Banner Elk shortly before the post office started
rural route deliveries. Sara’s grandfather was Postmaster at Pineola. Her parents were both very
active at BEPC. Auburn served as an Elder and also as a Deacon. In addition, he served as a
Sunday School Superintendent. Nelta was Sunday School teacher.
During her first year of school, Sara attended kindergarten in a program taught by Helen Smith in
the Smith home. She graduated from Avery High School before attending Pfeiffer College. Her main extra-curricular activity
during high school was to involve herself with a clogging group which performed to both live mountain music and recorded
music. The group danced the University of North Carolina games, and they clogged at a Jerry Lewis Telethon for Muscular
Dystrophy in Las Vegas, Nevada.
An ordained Elder, Sara has served on the Session here three times. She has been Chair of the Christian Education Committee,
served on the Associate Pastor Search Committee, Pastor Nominating Committee, spear headed The Kid’s Club, helped with
6:05 contemporary service, and assisted with the Clutch program for College students. Sara also sings in the choir.
Sarah has been General Manager for the High Country ABC Store for the last 34 years. She has been President of the North
Carolina ABC Board of Directors and remains on that Board. She travels throughout the state to explain how the ABC stores
help the local communities. A recent publicized project (partially funded by the High Country ABC Store) involved an AfterProm Party for high school students which was an alcohol free event.
One of Sara’s family members on her mother’s side, Frankie Silver, was the first white woman to be hung in North Carolina
and Burke County. She supposedly took the life of her husband in 1837. This was a controversial issue. In 1963, a young student writer, Perry Dean Young, started a movement by concentrating on self defense to exonerate Frankie Silver. Senator Sam
Irwin wrote to the young author to agree that Frankie should not have been hung for murder. A novel was written in 1999 by
Sharon McCrumb entitled “The Ballad of Frankie Silver” and a film by the same name was released in 2001. By the way,
Frankie’s husband’s name was Charles, but he supposedly went by the name of “Johnny”!
George Anderson

After a brief summer break, our Prayer Shawl Group is ready to re-activate this thriving ministry for a new
season. Anyone who knits or crochets or who would like to learn one of these skills is invited to join us
for fun, fellowship and service. Someone will be happy to teach you basic stitches, and we’ll furnish yarn
and needles to get you started. We will launch this, our third year, with an informal luncheon on Tuesday,
September 15 at 1:00 p.m. in Room 210 on the second floor. Just bring a sandwich. Salad, desserts
and drinks will be furnished. Come help make plans for the coming months as we enjoy friendship
and ministry.

BEPC Preschool
Hello again from the preschool,

Wedding Shower

Wedding Shower

A drop-in wedding shower will be held in the church parlor for Ben Garris and his fiancé Paige
McBeth on Sunday, September 27, from 3:00 to 5:00 P.M. They are registered at
www.weddingwire.com/paigeandben, and the pass code is garrisX2. You will need to search under
Paige's name. They are registered at Target and Bed, Bath, and Beyond. Save the date, and come
join us for all the fun.

Things are in full swing here at the preschool as we are about to enter our third week of
school. We have another large enrollment this year with 24 students attending the preschool. We are welcoming two new teachers to our preschool. They are Tiffiny Ledford
in our youngest class and Jennifer Owen in our 3 and 4 year old class.
We hope to see you all soon as we're planning to have the kids sing in a church service
as soon as possible. Also, if you would like to donate anything to the preschool please
come take a look at our need's wreath in the hall in front of my classroom. On the
wreath are small items that we are asking church members and parents for.
Thanks, Shane Parker
Preschool Director

Art in the Sanctuary

Guatemala
MUCHSIMAS GRACIAS
From your Scholarship Families in Arca de Noé
“Thank God and the brothers and sisters of Banner Elk Church for the help you
have given me” Luero Hernestina Lopez; “ God will reward you greatly for the
scholarship you have given me. God bless you now and always.” Yesenia
Mendez Acabal; “Without your help, we could not send our child to school this
year. We are poor people without many resources, but God is with us.” Gustavo
Aquilar Juarez; “ My mother bought some material to make me new clothes
for school. May God bless you for this gift”. Mariana Acabal; “Dear Friends, I
thank the people of North Carolina because God has touched your hearts in sharing with people of scarce resources.
God knows my possibilities. I know that God will watch over you and care for you. I am so happy with my studies
and that I have the possibility to get a job.”Odalis Crisostomo ; “My mother bought me a book bag, 9 notebooks and
a pair of shoes with the scholarship money. May God bless you all for this gift”. Antonia Cabrera Mendez.
These are just a few of the notes of thanks we received from the children and parents of our scholarship kids in
Morelia, Guatemala. Our campaign was the most successful yet and we will be able to do more scholarships in the
next three years of our covenant. God will reward you greatly as He already has.
Barbara Hosbein

Community Outreach

September Art in the Sanctuary – Bill Dicks
A professional craftsman since 1971, Bill Dicks is both a sign carver and a
potter. You may have seen many of his beautiful handcrafted signs in our
area. As a potter, he specializes in lovely candle lanterns, which are wheel
-thrown and hand carved.
Bill grew up in Durham, NC, and earned a B.S. Degree from Florida
Southern College as well as a Master’s Degree in Industrial Arts from Appalachian State University. He is a member of Southern Highlands Handicraft Guild, having shown his pottery throughout the southeast in past
years.
Bill was introduced to pottery through ceramics classes at Appalachian and was soon producing
candle lanterns for area craft shows and gifts. For many years, he made signs during the summer
and pottery in the winter months. Eventually, the sign business became year-round and pottery
production became intermittent.
Made of stoneware clay, each candle lantern is thrown on a potter’s wheel and hand carved with a
fettling knife. The lanterns are then fired in a kiln, glazed and fired a second time, which produces
the final colors.
Even though the sign business has become full-time, leaving little or no time for pottery, Bill
sometimes makes a few lanterns during the winter. He regularly takes his potter’s wheel to the
local elementary school for demonstrations for the students.
Scripture for meditation is Isaiah 64:8

It’s Time for a Change
As we head in to the latter part of the year, it is evident the money in the IT'S TIME FOR A CHANGE account will not last
until the end of the year to fill the needs of the babies we are trying to assist. We try to help RAM with diapers and formula,
with formula being the greatest need as it is so very expensive. We usually try to go to Sam's and purchase a special formula
there which has proven to serve these babies well. If you have a few extra dollars you would be willing to give to help these
babies, it would be most appreciated. Just send a check to the church, (BEPC), with the notation "IT'S TIME FOR A
CHANGE" and we will shop for these items for you. Thank you for your support for this important ministry. If you have
questions, call Carolyn Jones - 733-6902.

Historic Banner Elk School
Golf Tournament
The Town of Banner Elk and Elk River
Club are hosting the inaugural Historic
Banner Elk School Golf Tournament on
Monday, Sept. 21. Check-in begins at
11:00am with a shotgun start at noon.
Awards, cocktails, silent auction and a cookout on the Elk
River following play will make up the activities at this exciting
event ($175 per player, $50 for spouses for cocktail hour and
cookout). Your participation will provide an opportunity to
help our town preserve and restore the important Historic Banner Elk School property and building. Please contact Allen
Bolick at 828-898-1934 for more information and details.
Registration forms for play are available at the Banner Elk
Town Hall (828-898-5398).

Red Cross Blood Drive
BEPC sponsors the American
Red Cross Blood Drives several
times a year. The next one will
be held Thursday September
10th from 2:00-6:30pm in the
King Fellowship Hall. Sponsoring a blood drive is an
important community responsibility and helps many people in this community. Please mark your calendars and if
you are able, please help the Red Cross reach their goal!
If you want to make an appointment you can go to
www.redcrossblood.org and put in sponsor code: LeesMcRae or call Nurse Carl at 898-8862.

Yet you, Lord, are our Father. We are the clay, you are the potter; we are all the work of your hand.

Women’s Study
Sharing our Stories
Tuesday Morning Women’s Study group will be resuming Tuesday Sept 1st at 10am in the
Session Room. . Using the resource, "Remembering Your Story: Writing your Spiritual Biography"
as a jumping-off place, we will continue to explore ways to remember, write, and share our life
stories in ways that connect our story with the Biblical story. This is for people who have
previously written their stories as well as for those who have never done so. Participants will have
the opportunity to share what they have written with the group, as well as permission not to share if
they do not care to do so. Some of us have stories flowing out of us, while some of us will have
experienced writer's block. No previous writing experience is necessary! Please bring paper,
something to write with, and imaginations along with your stories. All are welcome! Please note
that we are meeting in the Session Room since we will be writing, and will need the tables.

Church Happenings

Around the Church….

JULIETS
The JULIETS will once again gather for lunch at the Best Western
at 12:30 pm on Wednesday September 9. Gadabouts Catering will
serve a delicious plated meal priced at $13.00 including tip and
tax. Reservations are necessary so that Eileen Gaddy will know
how much food to prepare. Please sign up at the Church or call the Church or Marge
Bailey (387-4628). Feel free to bring a guest. Hope to see you all there!

September Birthdays
1
2
3
4
4
8
9
9
10
11
14
14
16
17
19
19
20
20
21
25
26
27
27
30
30
30

Mary Julian
Dick Crump
Roger Wiedbak
Barbara Hosbein
Allen Speer
Tommy Councill
Travis Henley
John Williams,III
Jacque Butler
Susan McManus
Jeannine Alley
Judy King
Douglas Smith
Joe Stapleton
Cynthia Goedhart
Connie Easley
Amy Terrant
John Hoffman
Martha Burns
Evelyn Thoubboron
Bert Bittan
Philip Myers
Enid Tatje
Meg Julian
E. C. Newman
Tom Ratchford

Fellowship Breakfast
The Congregational Care Committee is planning a breakfast
get-together on September 20th to be held
between the two Sunday morning worship services. Please
markyour calendars for 9:30am! The Committee is asking
that you bring a favorite breakfast item to share. It will be a great time for fellowship
with folks you don’t see every Sunday or who will be heading home for the Fall.

Big Circle Dancers!
Thank You
My daughter, Vicki, and I cannot thank you enough for all the prayers, good
thoughts and concern you have shown during the very difficult time when she had
two surgeries. She did extremely well after both for which we are so very grateful.
One of the most comforting items received was the beautiful "prayer shawl" given
by the ladies in the knitting group. It went to the hospital with us for the surgery
and provided comfort afterwards. They also knitted a blanket for my husband and
Vicki's dad, Bill, as he struggled with the end stages of pancreatic cancer. I took
this blanket to Charlotte and she used it after her first surgery in January. It also
brought comfort. I feel so thankful to be part of such a caring church family.
Wishing God's blessings to all.
Carolyn Jones

Singles’ Dinner

New Address For Liz McElroy
Liz McElroy’s new address beginning September 21st will be:
FLETC
Elizabeth McElroy
CITP 529
1131 Chapel Crossing Rd.
Glynco, Georgia 31524

Comfort Makers at Work!

Singles, our dinner this month
will be a Potluck at the home of
Sara Brewer, on September 22nd
at 6 PM. Please RSVP to Sara
at 828-260-2060 or hicountryABC@skybest.com so she can
give you directions and you can let her know what you
will bring. If you have never attended one of our singles
dinners, this will be a great opportunity for you to join us
for food, fellowship and fun!

BEPC Members Working at Feeding Avery Families

BEPC Welcomes LMC Frosh

26
7:30am Men’s Prayer
Breakfast at
Banner Elk Café
25
Office Closed

19
7:30am Men’s Prayer
Breakfast at
Banner Elk Café
16
17
9:am BEPC Preschl
11:15 am ROMEO’s
9am Habitat Crew
Men’s Lunch Group
10am Comfort Makers
4:30pm Handbells
Session Meeting
7:15pm Choir

23
24
9:am BEPC Preschl
11:15 am ROMEO’s
9am Habitat Crew
Men’s Lunch Group
10am Comfort Makers
4:30pm Handbells
7:15pm Choir

30
9:am BEPC Preschl
9am Habitat Crew
10am Comfort Makers
4:30pm Handbells
7:15pm Choir

15
9:am BEPC Preschl
1pm Prayer Shawl
Ministry Luncheon
7pm Men’s Choir

22
9:am BEPC Preschl
7pm Men’s Choir

29
9:am BEPC Preschl

14
9:am BEPC Preschl

21
9:am BEPC Preschl

28
9:am BEPC Preschl

13
8:30am Worship
9:30am SS Classes
11 am Worship
6:05 pm Worship

20
8:30am Worship
9:30am BREAKFST
11 am Worship
6:05 pm Worship

27
8:30am Worship
9:30am Health Fair
11 am Worship
3pm Garris Shower
6:05 pm Worship

18
Office Closed

12
7:30am Men’s Prayer
Breakfast at
Banner Elk Café
9
9:am BEPC Preschl
9am Habitat Crew
10am Comfort Makers
4:30pm Handbells
7:15pm Choir

We appreciate the contribution of beauty which continues through loving gifts in memory of Paul Fletcher. And we say
thanks to Deka Tate who faithfully waters these plants for us.

8
9:am BEPC Preschl
7pm Men’s Choir

11
Office Closed

More than 100 years ago, Katy’s grandfather was in on the founding of Gardens of the Blue Ridge located in Pineola.
Family members have owned and operated the internationally known nursery which specializes in wildflowers, trees and
shrubs native to this area. Along with her son and granddaughter and numerous other staff, Katy still works there every
day processing orders that come in through their catalog. Spend some enjoyable moments browsing the Gardens of the
Blue Ridge website.

7
9:am BEPC Preschl
6
8:30am Worship
9:30am SS Classes
11 am Worship
6:05 pm Worship

10
11:15 am ROMEO’s
Men’s Lunch Group
2pm Red Cross
Blood Drive
7pm C.E. Meeting

5
7:30am Men’s Prayer
Breakfast at
Banner Elk Café

If it’s true as Ralph Waldo Emerson stated that “the earth laughs in flowers,” the earth around Banner Elk Presbyterian
Church is very happy! A dazzling array of color has brightened the front and the entrances around the church this summer
with flowers provided through memorial gifts to our own Paul Fletcher. Katy and Paul’s renowned business, Gardens of
the Blue Ridge, under supervision of their son Robyn, planted and has maintained the numerous areas which beautify our
church and grounds. For a long time, Katy and Paul donated and maintained lovely flowers for us, and it is very fitting that
gifts given to BEPC in his memory continue to bless us all through such beauty.

2
3
9:am BEPC Preschl
11:15 am ROMEO’s
9am Habitat Crew
Men’s Lunch Group
10am Comfort Makers
4:30pm Handbells
7:15pm Choir

4
Office Closed

The Earth Laughs in Flowers

1
9:am BEPC Preschl
7pm Men’s Choir

Thu
Wed
Tue
Mon
Sun

September 2015

Fri

Sat

Church Improvements

Take a Walking-Tour
If you haven’t strolled through our entire building recently, you’re in for a treat as you discover
how inviting our church is looking these days. Over time, needs change and different programs
develop causing the building spaces to be re-designed and organized differently. We’re all
aware of the many good activities taking place in and through this church. So, some changes
are constantly in process.
Many people are doing their parts in making needed improvements to our facilities, but no two
folks have done more behind the scenes in recent weeks than Ed Donnell and Cathy Richmond
who have worked tirelessly clearing out, cleaning, moving, re-arranging….whatever has been
needed to prepare the three basement pre-school classrooms as well as two rooms on the second
floor which await their destinies as we “see what’s needed next.” New classes, groups,
ministries and programs may be developed in our future, and thes spaces are ready.
Rob Clemmer says that day after day through the long hot days of
summer, Cathy and Ed have labored enthusiastically to accomplish the
five bright, clean rooms, ready for use in the coming months. Be sure
to take a self-guided tour of your church, upstairs and down, and see
what has been done in readiness for upcoming needs.

