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to everyone to join us for worship and any events you see listed in the newsletter.

CHURCH LEADERSHIP & STAFF
Moderator: Rev. Feild Russell
Clerk of Session: Susan Carter
Class 2017
Tony Fortune Cathy Richmond McNair Tornow Carolyn West -

From the Pastor….

Missions
Preschool
Worship
Fellowship & Nurture

Class 2018
Sara Brewer - Membership/Outreach
Jimmy Ennis - Building Grounds
Emily Garrett - Congregational Care
Ann Swinkola -

A couple of weeks ago Laura and I traveled to see a friend in Minneapolis, Minnesota. We went to a Twins baseball game one night, and because
neither of us knew anything about the Twins, we asked our host, “What
can you tell us about the team?”

Class 2019
Bill Ferguson - Stewardship & Finance
Murry Haber - Personnel
Travis Henley - Educational Leadership
Nancy Owen - Membership/Outreach

She replied “All you need to know about the Twins is that they always
disappoint. No matter how well they may be playing, they find a way to
collapse down the stretch. Minnesota fans have come to expect disappointment.”
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SUNDAY WORSHIP SERIVCES
9:30 am Adult Sunday School
10 am Middle/High School SS Class
10:00 am Preschool Sunday School
11:00 am Worship - traditional

I think we all know teams like that. And people, too, who seem to always
disappoint. Perhaps there are even organizations like churches that fit this
description. But not Banner Elk Presbyterian Church. In the 5+ years I
have enjoyed being part of this fellowship, you have not disappointed!
This stewardship season is a case in point. You were challenged to consider supporting additional ministry for youth and children, a tall order,
and I am pleased to say that we are closing in on pledges and gifts that
should allow us to press forward with the ministry we envision for
2018.We expect that, if a handful of previous commitments are made
again this year, we will reach our goal.
Once again, I thank you all for your faithful discipleship, vision, and accompanying generosity. You have not disappointed!
Oh, and the Twins? They won their game 16-0, setting a club record for
home runs. As I write this, they have won five straight, and can clinch a
playoff berth with a win tonight…
- Feild

Opportunities To Learn And Grow

Session Review

Faith Seekers’ Class - 9:30am Room 215
About the Faith Seekers’ Class: Explore various issues, using music, video and conversation.
Food: Coffee and snacks provided (usually)
Money: Receives an offering for good causes and needs
October 1:
October 8:
October 15:
October 22:
October 29:

Janet Speer teacher: Lectionary
Dick Larson teacher: Lectionary
Janet Speer teacher: Lectionary
Janet Speer teacher: Lectionary
Janet Speer teacher: Lectionary

POP Fall Start Up
Parents of Preschoolers will be meeting on the first Sunday evening of each month for a
meal, conversation and Bible Study. It is open for all parents with younger children. Moving
into our second season, this enriching and welcomed time for parents cordially
invites anyone interested to participate. We meet 5:30-7:30 p.m. in the fellowship hall with
child care in the nursery. The October 1st Bible study will focus on two parables about
prayer: Luke 11:5-13 and Luke 18:1-8. For meal and child care planning purposes, please let
Ed or Cathy know your plans atedd@aggienetwork.com. Please feed your children before arriving.

Calling Middle and High Schoolers!
New Sunday School class for middle high and high school students! Join us as we become
reacquainted with "Our Biblical Ancestors”. Each week we will become better acquainted with more
of the people (some very unlikely), whom God used to accomplish His purpose. The class will
include videos, scripture reading, and discussions that compare our ancestors’ dilemmas with tough
situations we face today. Sparkhouse’s “Reform Old Testament Ancestors” will guide us through our
first study. For more information, contact Judy and Don Hilsmier at 828-387-9107.
We meet at 10am in Room 206.

Preschool Sunday School
Our Sunday School class for preschool aged children continues through the fall months. A class for
children aged 3 to 6 is held on Sunday mornings from 10:00 to 10:40 am in the Intermediate
Classroom on the 2nd floor (top floor). The class is led by Lyndsay Ennis. The nursery is available
for younger siblings, if needed. Parents are encouraged to enjoy coffee or peace and quiet in the
meditation room across from the classroom. We look forward to beginning this new journey with our
youngest members. If you would like to help with the class or if you have any questions,
please contact Lyndsay at lyndsay_hayes@hotmail.com.

Walking with Shadows
Our attention to those who have family or friends who deal with mental illness has been very successful.
We invite others to join us. Led by our own professional counselor, Rev. Brant Piper, the group seeks
out support, comfort and resources for dealing with very difficult problems of relationships, healthy
steps and well being. For more information, please contact Janet Speer at speerj@lmc.edu. The group
meets on the second Monday of each month at 7 PM in the Margaret Tate Parlor on the second floor
near the elevator. Our next meeting will be October 9th.

September Session Review









Appointed Travis Henley as commissioner to October Presbytery meeting, with Bill Ferguson as backup
Heard report of upcoming changes to Cannon Hospital operations
Approved Jillian Rosato as a new community member of the Preschool Board
Received Bill and Maureen Walker as new members on reaffirmation of faith
Set congregational meeting for October 8 to elect new officers
Discussed outreach to LMC international students
Reviewed results to date of stewardship campaign

Stewardship
We're almost there. So far we have received pledges from 116 families totaling $324,970. For
this current year we had 109 pledges for a total of $334,300. It's hard for most of us to add all
these numbers up and make much sense of it all. Basically this is good news. We need to
generate another $45,000 to meet our original goal, and we still have outstanding pledges from 11
families who have contributed consistently in the past. Based on past giving patterns these pledges would come very close to
eliminating this gap, and allow us to move forward with all the programs we discussed during the recent stewardship campaign.
As I said, we're almost there. Thanks to all of you, and Thanks be to God!
- Dick Larson, Stewardship Chair

Disaster Assistance
While Hurricane Harvey was still on the ground in Texas, Presbyterian Disaster Assistance was preparing
for the next big storm, Hurricane Irma. PDA has been busy with back-to-back catastrophic storms. On
Sept. 6th Irma, packing winds of 185 mph, tore through the northern Lesser Antilles and Virgin Islands, as
well as Puerto Rico. PDA has been in constant communication with communities in its path.
“While the water was rising in Houston, we were tracking Irma and its likely trajectory and size,” said the
Rev. Dr. Laurie Kraus, PDA director. “We were in touch with the church leadership of Puerto Rico as Irma was closing in. We
also have a National Response Team (NRT) member who is in Puerto Rico. ” Kraus says PDA has strong relationships in Haiti
and the Dominican Republic, also in Irma’s path, where relief work has been underway for some time for previous storms. “Our
standard practice on international hits is to confer with our international staff, area coordinator and anyone in World Mission
who might have awareness or need to be alerted.” Jim Kirk, PDA’s associate for national disaster response, says PDA has
reached out and offered support in the Synod of Puerto Rico.
“It doesn’t always happen that you get two large catastrophic storms back to back. ” said Kraus. “In addition to staff, we have
120 NRT members who work with ecumenical and interfaith partners in the U.S. On the international front, we work with
Church World Service and ACT Alliance. We are used to working several disasters simultaneously because that’s how life is.”
To support recovery efforts in the wake of Hurricane Irma, designate gifts to DR000194-Atlantic Regional Hurricanes-Irma.
You may also send your checks for any disaster related events through BEPC. Make checks payable to “Banner Elk Presbyterian
Church” and note on the comment line “PC Disaster Assistance”. You can place checks in the offering plates or mail to the
church office: BEPC, P.O. Box 158, Banner Elk, NC 28604

Lees-McRae Student Dinner

Mayland Fellowship Meeting at BEPC October 8th!

Lees-McRae International Student Dinner a BIG success!!

The Next Mayland Fellowship Meeting is Sunday, October 8, and BEPC is hosting. A
catered dinner will be served at 5:30pm in the Fellowship Hall, followed by a brief business
meeting and program in the sanctuary. We expect all will be done by 7:30pm at the latest. The program will be one of mountain instrument music by retired Presbyterian minister Maggie Lauterer and her husband, Zack Allen. We’d love to have a
good crowd, so put it on your calendar and join us!

On Sunday, September 24, twenty Lees-McRae international students
enjoyed “real Southern cooking” at the Dan’l Boone Inn with about a
dozen church members. We had great conversation, way too much food
and lots of fun. These delightful young people come from countries and
cultures all over the world (Denmark, Sweden, Northern Ireland, Great
Britain, Canada, New Zealand, Australia, Ivory Coast, the Bahamas,
Nigeria, and South Africa…plus a few others).
One student exclaimed “Is THIS fried chicken? I’ve never had fried
chicken like this!!” And another added, “Ooooh, I love these cooked
apples…I want to take some home!” It was a wonderful evening; we hope to have other events for these exceptional students, so
stay tuned for the next adventure.
Many thanks to each of you who helped fund this special meal. It was greatly appreciated!
- Donna Dicks

Time for a Change
A very big heartfelt thank you to those who responded to the request for donations to our “It’s Time for a
Change” program since we were out of budgeted funds for this year. The parents and babies will surely
be blessed by your willingness to give to those who are less fortunate. We hope the amount received will
take us through the end of 2017. May you also receive blessings from giving to those who need so much.
- Carolyn Jones

Youth Activities
The youth group has had another great month of activities, spending time together, growing as a group, and learning more about
the Bible. This month, we had some incredible opportunities including an afternoon at the Banner Elk Fire Department, where
the youth got to go behind the scenes for a tour and had the chance to meet some of the incredible volunteers who work
there. Everyone who went got to try on the full fire-fighter gear and learned all about what it takes to be a fire-fighter! With the
Bible-study theme of the month focusing on different kinds of heroes, this was the perfect way to start the month! The youth
also had the chance to team-build while supporting each other (literally!) at the Alpine Tower and to spend an afternoon at
Montreat for a youth rally with special speakers, games, and really fun worship. There are lots of things planned for October too,
including a guided hike with Carolina Explorers Magazine, rock climbing, an afternoon at Yellow Mountain Enterprises, and of
course, lots of time for playing games and discovering more about Scripture. If you have any questions, would like to participate
in any youth events, or know of anyone who would like to get weekly emails about youth group events, please contact Mary
Whiteacre at maryw@bannerelkpresbyterian.org or 407-744-2011.

Milestones
Paul O’Connell Receives Lifetime Achievement Award
On September 18th, Appalachian Regional Healthcare Foundation honored Paul O’Connell with its Pinnacle Society Lifetime
Achievement Award. The award was given in recognition of Paul’s long time support of healthcare in the High Country. Paul has
been a board member and generous benefactor of Appalachian Regional Healthcare Foundation since its inception in 2006, and
has supported Cannon Memorial Hospital for almost twenty years.

N.C. Presbyterian Historical Society
The North Carolina Presbyterian Historical Society will hold its 2017 Fall Meeting on Saturday,
October 14, at the First Presbyterian Church in Concord, NC. The church has a very interesting
history, and the meeting will include a tour of their 3-acre Memorial Gardens. The gardens were
begun in the 1930s around and through the 200-year-old cemetery, and it is now recognized as one
of the most beautiful gardens in the state. Registration is $15, and registration and coffee will be
from 9:30 to 10:30. The schedule, registration form, and address are on the website
at www.ncphsociety.org, or contact Program Chair Steve McRae at smcrae@stevemcraelaw.com or
(336) 693-1929.

Paul is surprised with Pinnacle Society
Lifetime Achievement Award!
Paul and Susie O’Connell

Church Family Retreat
“Connect” Retreat Sept. 23 at Holston Presbytery Camp
We sang songs both somber and silly.
We scrunched or we folded.
We combed the woods for ferns and flowers and elusive feathers.
We said “XQQQME” if someone sneezed.
We created art from paper bags full of the treasures we discovered in nature.
We hiked or paddled, alone or together, reclined in rockers and tossed an impossible rope at an unreachable hook.Most importantly, we connected with each other, with nature and with God.
Thanks to the unparalleled efforts of Ellen Stapleton, Leslie Piper, Ed Donnell and Kathy Richmond, the 40-50 attendees of our
church retreat got to know each other - and ourselves better. We learned how we individually connected best with God. We
listened to rustling leaves and birdsong in the woods. We used props from nature: stones, acorns and sea shells to consider
God’s connections to us.
We basked in the sunshine and natural beauty of the camp and ate glorious camp food. We remembered the Christian mentors
of our past, and reveled in the screams of joy and boundless energy of our youngest participants who will be our future. And we
look forward to doing it again soon!
- Ann Swinkola

BEPC Preschool
You know the saying "time flies when you are having fun?", I can't believe we are already on our sixth week of preschool.
Our teachers and students have settled in well and we are getting into our daily routine. We have story readers coming two
times a month sharing their favorite books and I am happy to let you know that we have added music lessons to our schedule
twice a month. Holly Hendricks, a voice instructor at LMC, is teaching basic music theory to all of our students. I am
thrilled with all the extras we are offering at our preschool. I can truly say that our program is extraordinary and we are
blessed to be able to provide such a quality preschool for our community.
We have two new parent members on our preschool board, Jesse Rose Blalock and Sarah Whitfield. We are excited to have
them involved with decisions for the betterment of our program. Thank you to Blalock Electric Co Inc. who sponsored tshirts for the whole preschool. Now we can proudly wear the shirts around town.
In the month of October we will be discussing community helpers. To give back to our community, the preschool children
will have a hot chocolate and coffee stand on October 4th from 10am-12pm, $.25/cup. Please stop by for a cup, say hello to
the children and support our preschool. All proceeds will go to the preschool. This is also a great opportunity for our
children to work on their social and math skills. We will set up outside the Preschool entrance on Chestnut Way.
We look forward to seeing you on October 4th!
- AC Marriott, Preschool Director

Around the Church…...
El Wilson and friends are treated to a
private “showing” high atop Grandfather Mountain 9/27/17 to see the gor-

Fellowship Brunch on 9//10/17 was
enjoyed by a large crowd!, including Jerry
and Linda Olsen!

Smiling faces around the table!

Children’s Time during Sunday worship with Pastor Feild !

New Members

Elder Nominees

Bill and Maureen Walker

A congregational meeting has been called for Sunday, October 8, at 10:55 a.m. (just before worship) to elect
elders for the class of 2020 and a new member of the Nominating Committee.
th

Carol Larson grew up on Cape Cod, went to college in New York, and taught 4 to 6

Dead men tell no tales, but apparently history can be gleaned from
walks in our local cemetery - enough to entice curiosity seekers Bill
and Ann Walker to join our church!

th

graders while moving around with her Marine Corps doctor husband.
Carol remembers, “My church work began with the Marine Corps chapel in Beaufort SC,
teaching Sunday School, helping with the youth group and lip synching in the choir!” In
ensuing churches, she served as an elder, on building committees “and every other
committee imaginable.” In Banner Elk, she has served on the Mission Committee, headed up
spaghetti suppers for Lees-McRae students, served on the kitchen remodeling committee and
on the last Pastor Nominating Committee.
Carol and Dick have one son, Chris, a graduate of both LMC and ASU, who now works in the IT department at ASU.
Mae Weed has had church training, church work and major church capabilities to her credit for
most of her life - everything from serving as elder and on a myriad of church committees, to
completing training as a lay pastor, being employed for 20 years by the Pittsburgh Presbytery,
participated in three international mission exchanges, active with Presbyterian Women on the
local, regional and national levels. She currently serves our presbytery as a member of the
Christian Education Committee and as pulpit supply for local congregations.
There’s more: at Banner Elk Pres, she’s on the Worship Arts Committee and works with the
Comfort Makers group. She’s a member of the Kiwanis Club and the Kiwanis Board, serves on
the Habitat for Humanity Board, and has worked in development and church relations for both Lees-McRae College and
Grandfather Home for Children.
Mae and husband Larry have two children; Diane lives in San Diego and has her own consulting business, and Douglas works for
a construction company in New Jersey.
Debi Tornow reports growing up on 75 acres of hot South Carolina pine trees and sand. She
started out in a South Carolina country Baptist church, “finally finding my true denomination”
as a Presbyterian in Winston Salem. There, she served as a deacon and with a circle, and
volunteered with Samaritan Ministries and Meals on Wheels. On to Banner Elk Presbyterian,
where she already has served as an elder, and now prepares the volunteer schedules for ushers
and sound, coordinates shepherd notebooks, and works with Comfort Makers.
Debi’s work experience has been as defining as her church experience. She worked as an
account representative for a South Carolina textile company, then sold real estate for 25 years
in Winston Salem. She also worked on the board of a start-up bank until it was sold.
One of five children, Debi and husband McNair also have five children and five grandchildren, all in North Carolina, Georgia and
Texas.
Steve Hill grew up in and came here from Ohio where he has been an intellectual property
attorney for more than 40 years. Experiences learned in his Buckeye State church included
teaching Sunday School and serving on hospitality, worship and finance committees. He
headed the stewardship campaign twice, headed a Pastor Search Committee, and served as
president of the Church Council.
Steve graduated from M.I.T and worked in California for a NASA contractor launching satellites, before changing to law school and eventually opening his own firm. That firm grew to
include 16 lawyers. He still practices part time.
Steve and wife Betsy moved to the Echota development in Foscoe in 2014 to be closer to their three grandchildren and
Daughter, Sarah. Son Adam just received his doctorate in music composition in British Columbia, and will be moving to New
Brunswick.

Bill and Ann live seasonally at The Vistas in Banner Elk and in
Hilton Head, SC, and come to us through re-affirmation of faith.
As a retired pilot for Delta Air Lines, Bill must have used his time in the clouds to
conceive fictional plots, and is the author of five novels - historical romance and romantic
suspense--available on Amazon Kindle! In addition to creative writing, he likes to read and play golf.
Maureen is a retired high school history teacher who also lists golf, needlepoint, watercolor and reading as special interests. She’s
especially good at flower arranging and “organizing,” –both“stuff” and events! We look forward to keeping these folk busy!
- Ann Swinkola

Comfort Makers
Original Women who began Comfort Makers
In 1990, Banner Elk Presbyterian women saw a mission: create handmade blankets for those who might need them. They
decided that the usual quilting “bee” approach would not yield as many coverings, so they chose to make comforters, and thus
became known as the “Comfort Makers.” The comforters are pieced, backed with batting, layered with a pretty backing, and
then tied; all by hand. Blankets have been given to RAM, Habitat for Humanity, and to individuals and families who need
comfort, or to honor members of our congregation on special occasions. October’s blanket was a challenging pattern and took
almost a month to finish. It has an autumn theme so we decided to reserve it until October to dedicate it to the women who
started this great group in 1990. Many of these ladies have passed on to the church triumphant, but somewhere, blankets made
with their hands, are still keeping someone warm.
Vivian Guignard
Margaret Tate
Marietta Breidenthal
Helen Smith
Erika Deal
Helen Baucum
Martha Key
Liz Sanderson
Martha McNeely
Cathy Kennedy
Ramonda Luginbuhl
Dottie Dicks
Ellen Anderson

28
7:30am Men’s Prayer
Breakfast at
Banner Elk Café
27
Office Closed

31
9am BEPC Preschool
30
9am BEPC Preschool
29
9:30am SS Classes
10am Youth SS Class
10am Presch SS Class
11 am Worship

26
9am BEPC Preschool
10:30am PrK Chapel
11:15 am ROMEO’s
Men’s Lunch Group
24
9am BEPC Preschool
23
9am BEPC Preschool
22
9:30am SS Classes
10am Youth SS Class
10am Presch SS Class
11 am Worship

25
9am BEPC Preschool
10am Comfort Makers
4:30pm Handbells
7:15pm Choir

21
7:30am Men’s Prayer
Breakfast at
Banner Elk Café
20
Office Closed
19
9am BEPC Preschool
10:30am PrK Chapel
11:15 am ROMEO’s
Men’s Lunch Group
7pm Session
17
9am BEPC Preschool
3pm Prayer Shawl
Ministry
16
9am BEPC Preschool
15
9:30am SS Classes
10am Youth SS Class
10am Presch SS Class
11 am Worship

18
9am BEPC Preschool
10am Comfort Makers
4:30pm Handbells
7:15pm Choir

14
7:30am Men’s Prayer
Breakfast at
Banner Elk Café
13
Office Closed
12
9am BEPC Preschool
10:30am PrK Chapel
11:15 am ROMEO’s
Men’s Lunch Group
10
9am BEPC Preschool
9
9am BEPC Preschool
8
9:30am SS Classes
10am Youth SS Class
10am Presch SS Class
11 am Worship
5:30pm Mayland Fellowship Meal BEPC

11
9am BEPC Preschool
10am Comfort Makers
4:30pm Handbells
7:15pm Choir

7
7:30am Men’s Prayer
Breakfast at
Banner Elk Café
6
Office Closed
5
9am BEPC Preschool
10:30am PrK Chapel
11:15 am ROMEO’s
Men’s Lunch Group
4
9am BEPC Preschool
10am Comfort Makers
4:30pm Handbells
7:15pm Choir
3
9am BEPC Preschool
3pm Prayer Shawl
Ministry
2
9am BEPC Preschool
1
COMMUNION
9:30am SS Classes
10am Youth SS Class
10am Presch SS Class
11 am Worship
5:30pm POP

Thu

Occtober Birthdays

Tue

Wed

JULIETS

Mon
Sun

YOUTH GROUP MEETS
EVERY SUNDAY AFTER
11AM WORSHIP SERVICE

October 2017

Fri

Sat

Church Happenings

1
1
1
1
3
4
4
4
6
9
9
9
12
15
16
17
18
21
24
25
26
26
26
26
28
28
28
29
30

Maura Day
Becky Franklin
Stephen Hill
McNair Tornow
Don Luginbuhl
Ted Roeling
Marilyn Bittan
Jennifer Rimel-Braverman
Mae Weed
Tilda Brabson
Dudley Gilmer
George McManus
Ben Earwood
Camilla Dick
Mary Deavenport
Ron Johnson
Anne Jones
Eva Causby
Joan Rhyne
Bill Latta III
Jean Eells
Mike Scipione
Jonathan Tate
El Wilson
Steve Bender
Nancy Kennedy
Martin MacQueen
Donna Tate
Mary Dickinson

A group of 24 JULIETS drove up Beech Mountain in
September for lunch at Fred's Deli and afterward a tour of
the Beech Mountain Historical Museum..This month we
voted to eat barbeque at the Pedalin’ Pig. Time is 12:30pm
and the date is Wednesday, October 11. Please sign up at
the church or call Marge Bailey ( 387-4628).

Lees-McRae Faculty and Staff Soup Lunch
Plans are being made for our annual Lees-McRae faculty, staff and administration
lunch. It is scheduled for Friday, November 17 from 11:00am-1:00pm in our
Fellowship Hall. We’ll need your delicious soups, breads, salads and desserts to
feed around 75-100 folks. More information to come!

Skyline Telephone Directory Recycling
From January 1 through March 31, Skyline Telephone
Cooperative will conduct its annual directory recycling program to
help eliminate landfill overload and to raise funds for local schools.
Please bring your old Skyline Directories to
the church office and they will be given to Banner Elk
Elementary School, which earns 25 cents per directory to be
used to purchase library materials. A collection box will be
place in the reception area for your convenience.

We know our seasonal residents will be returning
to winter homes soon . Would you be so kind as to check with
the church office staff to ensure we have contact information
for you for the winter? You are welcome to pick up a copy of
the church directory to take with you. Thank you!
Name Tags: As we have more new members and visitors
joining our midst, it is especially helpful for all to wear their
church nametags. If you are in need of one, please contact the
church office.

Monthly Financial Records
September 2017
9/5/2017
9/11/2017
9/18/2017
9/25/2017
Total:

$9,139.00
$7,037.00
$7,128.00
$4,772.00
$28,076.00

