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SUNDAY WORSHIP SERIVCES
9:30 am Adult Sunday School
10 am Middle/High School SS Class
10:00 am Preschool Sunday School
11:00 am Worship - traditional

From the Pastor….

Scott Kelly is the American astronaut who holds the record for
consecutive days spent in space at the International Space Station. He
was recently interviewed about that experience, and one of the things he
said caught my attention. He said that Einstein’s theory of relativity, in
terms of the axiom about time slowing down as a person travels faster,
is no longer a theory…it has been proven. Because Scott spent so many
days in space traveling at a high rate of speed, he is now just a little
younger than his twin brother – by only a few seconds, but still, the
potential benefits of this science are quite compelling, don’t you think?
Science fiction has all sorts of applications of this science, presenting
plots that include a person staying young just by traveling at an insanely
high rate of speed. Fair enough. I like a good story line.
In reality, however, the evidence seems to indicate that our attempts to
move more quickly, do more things, rush around to accomplish more
tasks…doesn’t keep us young or make us younger. On the contrary, the
pace we often keep ages us and may even kill us. Staying active is one
thing (and a good thing!), but the faster we move, the unhealthier we
become. The more we pack into our days and weeks, the less able we
are to notice and appreciate what is most important.
This is on my mind as we approach the Thanksgiving and Christmas
seasons, important and life-giving times of the year. Yet is there a time
that is more conducive to overdoing it? Shopping, parties, family
gatherings, decorating, hosting, cooking, baking, wrapping, etc. It
seems that, rather than peace on earth, our plans and schedules point
more to bedlam during these seasons.
So here’s my appeal to all: intentionally cut a few things out of the
schedule this year. Do a little less. Move more slowly. Embrace a little
more peace, contemplate what is truly important, and enjoy what is
most meaningful about these seasons when we say “thank you” to God
and welcome again his greatest Gift.
- Feild

Opportunities To Learn And Grow

Session Review

Faith Seekers’ Class - 9:30am Room 215
About the Faith Seekers’ Class: Explore various issues, using music, video and conversation.
Food: Coffee and snacks provided (usually)
Money: Receives an offering for good causes and needs

Following the scripture used by our pastor for Sunday Worship, we look at the words from several
perspectives, using commentaries, art, music and other methods to seek understanding. Faith Seekers
also supports many worthy causes.

Women's Advent Study

October Session Review







Leslie Piper will lead a study on Advent, beginning on Monday, November 6 at 11:00 am in the
upstairs Sunday School class. We will study the advent scripture readings
in advance of the beginning of this meaningful season in our church life. The study will run
throughout the month of November and all are invited! Please join us!
For more information please call Leslie Piper at 704-591-9921.


POP Fall Start Up
Parents of Preschoolers will be meeting on the first Sunday evening of each month for a
meal, conversation and Bible Study. It is open for all parents with younger children.
Moving into our second season, this enriching and welcomed time for parents cordially
invites anyone interested to participate. We meet 5:30-7:30 p.m. in the fellowship hall
with child care in the nursery. The November study will focus on the parable in Matthew
18:21-35. For meal and child care planning purposes, please let Ed or Cathy know your
Plans at edd@aggienetwork.com. Please feed your children before arriving.
Our November meeting is Sunday Nov. 5th.



Received into membership, on reaffirmation of faith, Geana Anderson Welter.
Approved a BEPC group to raise funds through Woolly Worm Festival parking in our new lot on
Saturday of the festival; Sunday afternoon parking would be free. Our Preschool accepted and
coordinated this effort.
Heard concerns related to roofing that may need to be replaced sooner than expected; we believed we had 2–3 years
before action is warranted, but may have to move more quickly (next year, perhaps) due to recent severe storms.
Designated several hundred dollars to purchase additional video and audio components for the sanctuary.
Confirmed a contract to install a lightning rod on the sanctuary bell tower.
Celebrated
 a well-received and well-organized church family retreat held September 23 at Holston Camp, with 50 in
attendance.
 a successful hosting of the Mayland Fellowship on Oct. 8, well-attended despite bad weather.
 a new outreach ministry aimed at LMC international students, kicked off with dinner at Daniel Boone Inn
provided by several BEPC members and enjoyed by roughly equal numbers of members and students
(about 24 total).
Appointed a committee to plan and implement BEPC’s hosting of the July 2018 Presbytery meeting: Dick Larson, Laura
Russell, Bill Ferguson, and Carolyn West.
Discussed and tweaked a preliminary 2018 budget, joyfully noting the successful stewardship response from the
congregation. Session expects to approve the 2018 budget at the November meeting.

Youth Activities

Calling Middle and High Schoolers!
New Sunday School class for middle high and high school students! Join us as we become
reacquainted with "Our Biblical Ancestors”. Each week we will become better acquainted with more
of the people (some very unlikely), whom God used to accomplish His purpose. The class will
include videos, scripture reading, and discussions that compare our ancestors’ dilemmas with tough
situations we face today. Sparkhouse’s “Reform Old Testament Ancestors” will guide us through our
first study. For more information, contact Judy and Don Hilsmier at 828-387-9107.
We meet at 10am in Room 206.

It's been another exciting month of activities for the youth group! We've gone bowling, had
exciting outdoor adventures learning about nature, and completed a corn maze in the snow!
In addition to events on Sunday afternoons, Sunday school classes at 10am will also continue
throughout the coming month. Coming up in the month of November, we'll have afternoons
to go rock climbing, give back to the community through service projects (including packing
Operation Christmas Child boxes!), and prepare for the Christmas season next month. If you
would like to get involved, please contact Mary Whiteacre at
maryw@bannerelkpresbyterian.org or at 407-744-2011.
- Mary Whiteacre

REMEMBER THE TIME CHANGE!!
Don’t Forget to turn back your clocks one hour Saturday night November 4th,
as Daylight Savings Time ends at 2AM Sunday November 5th! Otherwise,
You will be early for church! This is a good time to change the batteries in your
smoke detectors.

Preschool Sunday School
Prayers for Guatemala Team
November 9th to November 16th
Laura, Kathy, Sara and Barbara ask that you keep them in prayer as they travel to visit our sister church, Arca
de Noé in Morelia, Guatemala.
Day 1. They travel from Charlotte to Atlanta then on to Guatemala City. Please pray for safe travels and
that all their luggage arrives with them.
Day 2. The journey takes them from the city of Antigua to Morelia.P lease pray for safe land travel and that Fuego Volcano
doesn’t erupt (which is does from time to time). Worship service in Colonia Banner Elk.
Day 3. Shopping for rice, beans, cooking oil and other basic food items for the members of the church and community. Please
pray that the 1988 Toyota pickup doesn’t have a flat tire or break an axel under the weight of over 1000 pounds of food.
They will also meet with the Session of the church that day.
Day 4. Worship on Sunday with the scholarship children and their families. There will be an introduction of all the children
followed by a lunch for everyone. The team will participate in the worship with music, scripture and words of greeting
for the members of the team. Please pray that the congregation will understand our Spanish!!!!!!
Day 5. Off to the beautiful Lake Atitlan in the highlands. Please pray that we stay relatively dry as we cross the choppy waters
of the lake to our hotel, La Casa del Mundo (House of the World)
Day 6. A day of rest, reflection and recreation. We will be praying for all of you.
Day 7. Return to Antigua for our final night with the rest of the group from PWNC. There are 14 members of the entire team.
We will spend our final evening sharing or stories, joys and even some sadness that we are leaving. Pray that we will be
bringing back to you, Banner Elk Presbyterian Church the love that our brothers and sisters share with us.
Day 7. The return home to spend the night in Charlotte. Pray again for safe travels for all and that this journey will have been
pleasing in God’s sight.
- Barbara Hosbein

Our Sunday School class for preschool aged children continues through the fall months. A class for
children aged 3 to 6 is held on Sunday mornings from 10:00 to 10:40 am in the Intermediate
Classroom on the 2nd floor (top floor). The class is led by Lyndsay Ennis. The nursery is
available for younger siblings, if needed. Parents are encouraged to enjoy coffee or peace and quiet in
the meditation room across from the classroom. We look forward to beginning this new journey with
our youngest members. If you would like to help with the class or if you have any questions,
please contact Lyndsay at lyndsay_hayes@hotmail.com.

Walking with Shadows
Our attention to those who have family or friends who deal with mental illness has been very successful.
We invite others to join us. Led by our own professional counselor, Rev. Brant Piper, the group seeks
out support, comfort and resources for dealing with very difficult problems of relationships, healthy
steps and well being. For more information, please contact Janet Speer at speerj@lmc.edu. The group
meets on the second Monday of each month at 7 PM in the Margaret Tate Parlor on the second floor
near the elevator. Our next meeting will be November 13th.

Welcome New Member Geana Anderson Welter
Geana Anderson Welter was welcomed as a new member of BEPC
on October 22.See next month’s newsletter for more information!
Geana is pictured here with her husband, Pete and her daughter,
Eriana Fidler.

Around the Church
Thanksgiving Turkey Boxes

Many thanks to all those who help
fold, tape, and label the newsletters every montyh!!! You are
greatly appreciated

Jimmy, Beau, Libby Ennis
with “Mr. Turkey”!

Preschool Children come
Trick Or Treating!

The Thanksgiving Turkey Box program is underway. The Reaching Avery Ministries (RAM)
Emergency Food Pantry has provided us with brief descriptions of 45 very poor and needy families,
so that we may select and provide the groceries for their Thanksgiving weekend. These 45 families
are in dire straits. Without our help, they will be eating very meager rations on a day when the rest of
us celebrate and give thanks for all God's blessings. Our church will provide funds to obtain a frozen
turkey for each family, but we do not budget for the other food items. Therefore, we are seeking help
from individuals and families within BEPC to anonymously provide all the extras so these families
can enjoy a Thanksgiving feast and great leftovers for the Thanksgiving weekend. If you can
possibly assist in this effort to help the very, very needy in Avery County, we would appreciate it,
and these families would certainly be grateful.
The individual "family profiles" are available for our congregation after Service on
October 29, November 5 and November 12. All the grocery boxes must be delivered
to the church by Sunday, November 19. If you do not live in the local area, but can
see fit to help, you may contribute funds for the cause (about $75 will provide for a
typical family). Checks for donations for the project should be made to “Banner Elk
Presbyterian Church” and annotated on the memo line for "Thanksgiving Turkey
Boxes", and placed in the collection plate, or mailed to Banner Elk Presbyterian
Church, PO Box 158, Banner Elk, NC 28604. Thank you for your support of this
important ministry.
- Larry Zimmer

Important December Events

BEPC Preschool

Nov. 30 – American Red Cross Blood Drive
Dec. 2 – Hanging of the Greens & Chili/Cornbread Lunch
Dec. 15 – Feeding Avery Families – date change distribution
Dec. 17 – Hollerin’ for Christmas – Tim Lowery
Dec. 18 – Tim Lowery Story Telling with BEPC Preschool
Dec. 24 - 11:00am worship service - brass quartet
5:00pm candlelight Christmas Eve service with communion

Hanging of the Greens & Chili Lunch
The Worship Committee would like to announce that the Hanging of
the Greens and Chili Lunch will take place on Saturday, December
2nd at 11:00 am. The tree will be decorated as well as the Sanctuary.
This will be followed by our traditional chili and cornbread lunch at
1:00 pm. This time change has been moved back to allow everyone
the opportunity to attend the Banner Elk Town Christmas Parade
and festivities in the Tate-Evans Park which will take place at 5:00
pm.
If you like to bake, cookies will be appreciated for the chili cornbread lunch. Please bring the
entire family to help decorate or watch as we prepare our Sanctuary for Advent.

Hollerin' for Christmas

Award winning storyteller Tim Lowry returns to Banner Elk Presbyterian on December 17th at 4:00
p.m.. Last year we were authentically and magically brought into the Christmas spirit with Tim’s
version of Dicken’s A Christmas Carol. This year Tim’s concert this year will be “Hollerin’ for
Christmas.” He describes it by saying, “Most southerners know the tradition of shouting ‘Christmas
gift!’ when you meet an old friend on the street. The first person to shout the greeting receives a gift
from the second. This gift may be a traditional token of the season: a coin, a piece of fruit, or a
peppermint stick. However, more imaginative gifts are acceptable, like a blinking light-up Baby J
esus or a heated toilet seat. In this one-man show, Tim shares stories of the season, both
conventional and quirky, that remind us of the true gift of Christmas and the joy that comes from
gifts of the heart.”
As an accomplished interpreter in Charleston SC, a beloved teller in elementary schools and a delighter of adults with tales,
history and stories, we are delighted to have Tim with us again. Tim is a native of Kentucky and has lived in Charleston SC
since 1993. Tim, now a full time storyteller, trained as a teacher. He and his wife (who is also a teacher) have two daughters.
BEPC under the sponsorship of the session and the Worship Arts Committee is again providing this one-time offering as our
gift for the community. So spread the word to family, friends and the whole community to come and enjoy a unique and
wonderful afternoon. Refreshments in the King fellowship hall will follow the concert.
“Tim Lowry is a storyteller par excellence. Within seconds of starting his first story he had the audience in his hand. He paints
people and places with a clarity seldom seen (heard?) anymore. His audience was with him 100%. I was both amazed … and
delighted!” - J.G. “Paw-Paw” Pinkerton, storyteller
- Ed Donnell

In the month of October our preschool children have learned about our community helpers such as; doctors, dentists, teachers,
firefighters, police officers and many more. To educate our children further about these important roles we have had visitors
from the BE police and fire department, Avery County EMS, NC wildlife rangers and our lovely story readers. Many of our
daily activities have involved safety and health while continuing to work on our math, motor, creative art and social skills.
Our second annual coffee and hot chocolate stand was a success. The teachers and children did a great job serving our
community with a cups of hot cocoa and smiles to our guests. The students enjoyed meeting new people and worked hard on
their manners. I am sure Jan Miller's home made marshmallows contributed with the sales just a little bit; they were delicious!
Thank you to everyone who came to support us.
The Preschool also took over parking duty of the new parking lot during Saturday of the Wooly Worm Festival and with the
help from some amazing parents; Jimmy Ennis, Amanda and Eric Sorrow, Timothy Hien, Jessica Stokes and church associates;
Judy Hilsmeier and Ellie Avery. All of the money collected went straight to our preschool scholarship fund. This was an
incredible day and opportunity for our preschool and we are happy to now be able to help more of our families with
scholarships to attend our extraordinary preschool! I can't thank everyone involved enough and we already look forward
to next year!
Please come browse the hundreds of books during the Scholastic Book Fair that will take place in the Fellowship Hall from
November 6-9th. This is a great opportunity for some early Christmas shopping for your younger family members. A
percentage of all book sales will benefit our preschool. Hours of sales are Mon-Thurs 9:00am-1:30pm. Please contact AC
with any questions.
As we head in to the month of giving thanks we take a moment to count all of our blessings. We are so thankful for our wonderful community helpers, church, preschool board, preschool families and staff. We have a very unique and one of a kind
preschool!
A.C. Marriott, Director

Lees-McRae Spaghetti Dinner
It's that time again - spaghetti supper for the Lees-McRae students. As we've done for many
years, our church invites all LMC students for a late-night supper the evening before exams
begin. We need lots of help to provide a delicious meal for the students. Since we never know
how many students will join us, we always prepare plenty and serve until the food runs out.
We will have more information later this month. Please call Carol Larson at
828-898-9341 if you have any questions. The date has not been determined as yet so
stay tuned!

Poinsettias & Wreaths
During Advent, the Sanctuary will be decorated with beautiful poinsettias
and Christmas wreaths. If you would like to place a poinsettia or wreath
in honor or in memory of a loved one, please contribute $10 per
poinsettia, $12 per regular size wreath, or $40 per large wreath for each
person you wish to remember. Please designate their name(s) on your
check, and place it in the offering plate or bring it to the church office by
December 11, 2017 .

Comfort Makers
Avery Project Christmas
It’s that time of year again to start planning for Christmas for the children of Avery County. About 400 children were served..
If you donated money or gifts last year the families really appreciated it. If you did not, we are asking that you consider
supporting Avery Project Christmas this year. This project is under the leadership of RAM. This is a way to give back to the
children in need. Your donation is tax deductible. For more information you can call Tabatha at RAM 828-733-5127 . You
can mail checks to Avery County DSS, Attn: RAM Christmas Store, P.O. Box 306, Newland, NC 28657. Make checks payable to Avery Project Christmas.
There will be a box in the church office for donated items. Please have them here by Sunday December 3rd. Volunteers are
needed on set-up date and shopping dates. Set up date is December 4th and shopping dates are December 5th through December 6th . The Avery Project Christmas Toy Store will serve children
birth through 8th grade. High School students will be taken care of separately this year. Parents
will be given an appointment time and pick these gifts up at the APC Toy Store.
If you are able to volunteer to help with setup or during the shopping days please contact Tabatha at
RAM 828-733-5127..

November Dedication to Bill & Donna Dicks
Comfort Makers joyously dedicates their November blanket to Bill and Donna Dicks.
This couple has been so vital to our church it is difficult to know where to start.
Together they have made the international students at Lees-McRae College feel
welcome in Banner Elk - feeding them, taking them on adventures, showing them the
“American life,” and learning about their lives. We can thank Bill for so many
touches around the church, especially when it comes to sign making which, as we all
know, he does beautifully. With Donna, if you need an elder, or a meal, help with a
church supper, shepherding, Habitat building, New Opportunity School assistance,
visits and cards for those who need it, teaching Sunday school and countless other
services, she’s your gal! Whenever Bill and Donna usher for worship, the congregation is greeted with warm smiles, making
folks truly feel welcome. That smile says it all!
Each month Comfort Makers dedicates one of their creations to a deserving person in our church. The comforter is dedicated,
displayed, and then given to a worthy cause such as RAM, Habitat for Humanity, and other such organizations.
We failed to print the picture of the comforter dedicated to our Comfort Makers’
Founders. This is one of our best works!

Preschool Pancakes, Puppets
BEPC PRESCHOOL BOOK FAIR
WITH
PANCAKES, PAJAMAS, and PUPPETS
November 9th 5:00 to 7:00 pm
Come buy books for Christmas presents !
Come eat pancakes and make new friends !
Come enjoy puppets and wear your Pajamas !
Donations for your supper and proceeds from the book sales will go to benefit the
preschool. This is an opportunity to get know our preschool families and enjoy fellowship with the
parents and children. Please come and support our preschool!!

Stewardship Campaign 2017
Back in the beginning of this year’s Stewardship Campaign, the Chairman Dick Larson stated that "We need to figure out how
to think about stewardship, not as an obligation, but as an obvious, thoughtful, organized extension of our wish to please
God". I'm sure that God is pleased with our congregation. We have received a record number of 127 pledges in the amount of
$369,420, exceeding our goal! I continue to be amazed at the generosity of the members of BEPC. Many thanks to
the Campaign Committee consisting of Dick Larson, Steve Hill, Chappie and Deb Petree for their hard work and dedication.
Bill Ferguson
Chairman, Stewardship and Finance Committee
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TIME CHANGES!!
NOVEMBER 4TH - SET CLOCKS
BACK ONE HOUR!!
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Mon
Sun

YOUTH GROUP MEETS
EVERY SUNDAY AFTER
11AM WORSHIP SERVICE
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Fri

Sat

Church Happenings

1
1
1
1
2
3
3
4
7
7
9
9
9
13
14
14
14
14
15
15
17
18
20
25
25
27
27

Betsy Godbold
Jim Jones
Nancy Owen
Sydney Taylor
Hannah Vernon
Zachary Garrett
Jackson Tate
Pepper Henley
Cynthia Kittle
Matthew Garrett
Christine Brown
Christian Davis
Beverly Norris
Pat Matzer
Susan Cleary
Carol Larson
Ann Swinkola
William Walker
Connie Addison
Richard Rhyne
Chris Zimmer
Susie O'Connell
Lynn Carter
Elizabeth Bender
Ron McGowan
Arthur Josey
Bryce Pittman

Ladies, remember to mark your calendars for the second
Wednesday of each month to enjoy fun and fellowship, as
well as lunch, with the JULIETS ( Just Us Ladies Informally
Eating Together). Our next get together will be on
Wednesday, November 8th at 12:30pm at Puerto Nuevo
Restaurant located next to Lowes Hardware in Banner Elk.
You may sign up at the church or call Marge Bailey
(828-387-4628).

Lees-McRae Faculty and Staff Soup Lunch
On Friday, November 17th from 11:30am-1:30pm, our church will host an
appreciation lunch for Lees-McRae faculty, staff and administration. We plan to
serve soup, salad, bread and desserts, as well as tea, lemonade and coffee. Everyone
seems to enjoy this time together and the Lees-McRae folks are so grateful that we
provide this special meal. This will serve as our congregation’s fellowship meal for
November, so plan to come and mingle with our Lees-McRae friends and neighbors!
Please look for the sign-up sheet in the church hallway near the reception area or
contact Carolyn West at 828-387-2632 or email loaferslady@gmail.com if you can
help with food or set-up. Thank you so much.

Skyline Telephone Directory Recycling
From January 1 through March 31, Skyline
Telephone Cooperative will conduct its
annual directory recycling program to help
eliminate landfill overload and to raise f
unds for local schools. Please bring your old Skyline
Directories to the church office and they will be given to
Banner Elk Elementary School, which earns 25 cents per
directory to be used to purchase library materials. A collection box will be place in
the reception area for your convenience.

Name Tags As we have more new members and visitors joining our
midst, it is especially helpful for all to wear their church nametags. If
you are in need of one, please contact the church office at 828-8985406 or email at o fice@bannerelkpresbyterian.org If you have ordered
a name tag, they will be on the counter in the outer church office.
We know many of our seasonal residents have returned to winter
homes. Please contact the church office staff to ensure we have contact
information for you for the winter.
Thank you!

Monthly Financial Records
October 2017
Oct. 1, 2017
Oct. 8, 2017
Oct. 16, 2017
Oct. 23, 2017
Oct. 30, 2017
Total:

$16,996
$10,882
$ 6,849
$ 2,380
$ 2,644
$39,751

