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For the Newsletter to be received by the first day of each month, Session has set the deadline
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We extend a sincere welcome to everyone to join us for worship and any events you see listed in the newsletter.

Class 2018
Sara Brewer - Membership/Outreach
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Emily Garrett - Congregational Care
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Clerk of the Works - Larry Zimmer
Permanent Funds Ministry - Jim Swinkola
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SUNDAY WORSHIP SERIVCES
9:30 am Sunday School
11:00 am Worship - traditional

Glory to God
Hymns move us, don’t they? Whether it is through soaring strains that
position us alongside the glassy sea of Revelation, casting down golden
crowns, or the quiet interlude that follows us on a trip to a garden alone,
hymns have the power to lift us beyond ourselves and whisper the truths of
God to our soul.
Hymnals collect all of those moments-- those truths-- and allow us to
worship through music and poetry---gathering all of our remembered
moments into one volume, and inviting us to visit and revisit those moments.
Ask someone about their favorite hymnal, and it is usually not the one
currently in use. I have seen people grow misty over their favorite hymnal,
watched their eyes focus on some far-off point when they enjoyed the hymn
singing of their youth. As a child of the ‘70’s, the hymnal I grew up with
was called the Worshipbook, and it was all I’d ever known. But old-timers
in my youth could grow misty over their previous hymnal, and recall the
‘real’ hymns they missed, hymns from their childhood. Fast-forward to the
time when the Worshipbook was replaced with the ‘blue’ hymnal, and the
emphasis was on gathering together the old hymns that had been lost through
the Worshipbook, and mixing in some new hymns that might take us to new
places. After some time, living with the ‘blue’ hymnal, I heard people grow
misty over the Worshipbook, and long for the days of its use.
Now we have a new opportunity through our new hymnals, to hear God’s
word through the poetry and music of its as-yet-undiscovered pages. I am
delighted to begin this journey, and I will be found, most weeks, thumbing
my way through its crisp new pages. Like you, perhaps, I will look for the
hymn that we sang at my Father’s funeral, the hymn that we sang at my
wedding—those hymns which have earned a place in my personal hymnal of
life. Who knows, I might even have the experience of seeing people grow
misty over the ‘blue’ hymnal! Mostly, I am looking forward to greeting old
hymn friends, and discovering new ones as we listen for God’s word to us
through our new hymnal, and as together we “sing to the Lord a new song!”
Rev. Leslie M. Piper, Associate Pastor
The new hymn book, “Glory to God”, will be dedicated on Christ the
King Sunday, November 20th during the 11am worship service.

Opportunities To Learn And Grow

Comfort Makers

Faith Seekers’ Class
About the Faith Seekers’ Class: Explore various issues, using music, video and conversation.
Food: Coffee and snacks provided (usually)
Money: Receives an offering for good causes and needs
Time: 9:30 AM
For the first three weeks before we begin our advent series, we will turn to our “Wired Word” series where
headlines are studied for their implications for the Christian faith.
November 13: Backstage at the Golden Globes: “Sacredness, Responsibility and Looking into the
Human Soul” – how TV and films affect us as Christians
November 20: “God Prepared my Heart Says Olympian Who Helped Fallen Competitor.”
How Abby A’Gostino chose service over winning.
November 27: We begin our Advent series: Names for the Messiah. Information below:
In Isaiah 9:6, a divine utterance is given to us using four royal titles; Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, and Prince of Peace. Names for the Messiah ponders each title and how the people
understood it then, how Jesus did or did not fulfill the title, and how Christians interpret Jesus as
representative of that title. Christians have claimed from the beginning that Jesus was the Messiah foretold in
the Old Testament. In this study, best-selling author Walter Brueggemann tackles the questions: What were
these expectations? and Did Jesus fulfill them?

For November, the Comfort Makers chose Ron and Libby McGowan for their
dedication. A fun, plaid blanket perfectly suits Ron and Libby as they are
deeply rooted in their Scottish heritage and Ron was President of the
Grandfather Highland Games for several years. The couple has served our
church well, and Ron is currently our treasurer. Over the past year, the two
have endured difficult times as Libby was struck with a very serious illness.
Three hospitals and a stay at Life Care later, Libby is now home and the two
are grateful to once again be at their own house with their charming little dog,
“LaLa.” The Comfort Makers dedicate this November plaid comforter to the
McGowans for their service and for their teaching us all how to endure hard
times with dignity and strength.

We Are Connected…..
Responding to Devastated Areas

“A Christmas Carol” is Coming to Banner Elk!

Traditionally BEPC joins our denomination in responding to disasters through our One Great Hour of
Sharing offering taken each Easter. But we have heard the urgent call for more assistance due to recent
flooding, and our church family has stepped up to help. The Adult Sunday School Class has been in
touch with pressing needs in the Baton Rouge area brought to their attention by Rev. Ted Roeling, a
Presbyterian minister who attends our church in summer. The class has been collecting offerings to
benefit those needs.

In a performance concert that you, your family and friends will not want to miss, national storyteller TIM
LOWRY will immerse you in Charles Dickens’s beloved Christmas story, A Christmas Carol. Mark your
calendar for Sunday, December 11th at 4:00 p.m. in the Banner Elk Presbyterian Church sanctuary.
Cookies and spiced tea will be served in the King Fellowship Hall following the performance. BEPC,
under the sponsorship of the Session and the Worship Arts Committee, is providing this special one- time
offering as a Christmas gift to the community, so spread the word.

Also, the Mission Committee wants you to know that you are contributing $1,000 to Coastal Carolina
Presbytery to directly assist our own Lyndsay Ennis’s hometown area of Elizabethtown, NC, which
has been greatly affected by severe flooding from Hurricane Matthew.

Tim immerses himself in his characters and will then bring you fully into the experience. Even though this
is a well known classic, audiences across the continent have raved about how he brings to life a story and
a message of Christmas like no other media. Accomplished as an interpreter in Charleston SC, a beloved teller in elementary
schools and a delighter of adults with tales, history and stories, Tim will be your new best friend.

We will continue to help reach out with assistance whenever possible, and can be assured that our love, concern and help affirm
the Presbyterian Disaster Assistance motto: OUT OF CHAOS HOPE.

Tim is a native of Kentucky and has lived in the Charleston SC area since 1993. Tim, now a full time storyteller, trained as a
teacher. He and his wife (who is also a teacher) have two daughters.

Thinking Towards Christmas

The Daniel Plan - Fall Restart
We continue to meet as a group to learn about new healthy eating habits that result in stronger bodies.
Weight loss is part of the goal, but beyond that, the group discusses how to add to exercise, tricks for
eating healthy and generally preparing our bodies to better serve God. Meetings are at 3:30 pm on
Wednesdays in the Margaret Tate Parlor and all are welcome. If you would like to join us, email Janet
Speer at speerj@lmc.edu.

REMEMBER THE TIME CHANGE!!
Don’t Forget to turn back your clocks one hour Saturday night, as
Daylight Savings Time ends at 2AM November 6th! Otherwise, you’ll
be early for church! This is a good time to change the batteries in your smoke detectors.









At every turn we’re reminded that “Christmas is just around the corner,” and many of us begin having thoughts about “What-willwe-give-to-family-and-friends-this-year?”. Our Presbyterian Mission Agency may have just the answers we need! They have prepared a beautiful little catalog describing small ways we can make life-changing differences through various projects, a few of
which are listed below:
Family of chickens which provide an ongoing food source. $25
Pair of goats which enhance food security and nutrition to those who need it most. $178
Bag of seeds to start a small nursery or home garden, providing communities sustenance and hope. $30
Emergency Life Kit, giving a life-line to someone struggling to survive by providing a tarpaulin, 2 blankets, 2 cans of water, high
protein biscuits and soap. $125
Ten jerry cans to provide an easier method of transporting water for daily living. $20
Water filter to provide a family with safe water and keep empty water bottles out of local landfills. $50
2-3 weeks’ supply of winter heating fuel for a refugee family. $60

These are just a sampling of items of ministry suggested by our denomination. Pease see the catalogs which are available in the church reception area. Perhaps your family or group might like to consider some of these ways to express love during our coming Advent Season. A
thoughtful question we might ponder: WHOSE BIRTHDAY IS IT, ANYWAY?

--Tony Fortune, Chairman -Mission Committee

Park & Play Project Is Underway!
On a lovely sunny Sunday morning recently, some members of the congregation gathered for a brief groundbreaking at the site
of the new parking area across from the church. The choir led everyone in a hymn which was followed by a prayer by Rev.
Feild Russell. Several members of the “Park and Play” committee were on hand to dig in with a shovel for the actual groundbreaking (Paul O’Connell, Rudy Kohler, Mary and Chuck Dickinson, as well as Feild). If you haven’t been following the progress of this project, stop by sometime and see what’s been done in a very short time!

Thanksgiving Turkey Boxes
The Thanksgiving Turkey Box program is underway. The Reaching Avery Ministries (RAM)
Emergency Food Pantry has provided us with brief descriptions of 45 very poor and needy
families, so that we may select and provide the groceries for their Thanksgiving weekend.
These 45 families are in dire straits. Without our help, they will be eating very meager rations on
a day when the rest of us celebrate and give thanks for all God's blessings including an
abundance of food.. Our church will provide funds to obtain a frozen turkey for each family, but
we do not budget for other food items. Therefore, we are seeking help from individuals and
families within BEPC to anonymously provide all the extras so these families can enjoy a
Thanksgiving feast and great leftovers for the Thanksgiving weekend. If you can possibly assist
in this effort to help the families in need in Avery County, we would appreciate it, and these
folks would certainly be grateful.
Individual "family profiles" are available for our congregation after worship services November 6 and November 13. All the
grocery boxes must be delivered to the church by Sunday, November 20. If you do not live in the local area, but can see fit to
help, you may contribute funds for the cause (about $75 will provide for a typical family). Any donations for the project should
be annotated for "Thanksgiving Turkey Boxes", and placed in the collection plate, or mailed to Banner Elk
Presbyterian Church, PO Box 158, Banner Elk, NC 28604. Thank you for your support of this important ministry.
Larry Zimmer

Children’s Sunday School
Volunteers are needed for Children's Worship during the 11:00 church service. We are looking for
volunteers who can lead the children through a brief worksheet based on the day's Scriptures The
material is provided by the Christian Education committee and requires minimal preparation. The
material and instructions can be picked up in the church office anytime after 1pm on Thursdays or on
Sunday mornings. The children will leave the service after the pastor’s time for the children and will
return to the service after the sermon. Christian Education’s goal is to find 12 to 14 volunteers who
would be willing to teach one Sunday every quarter. If you are willing to volunteer, a sign up sheet
for the next quarter is on the bookshelf in the main hallway or please let Denise Powell at
828-260-8622 or one of the Christian Education Committee members know. Thank you for your
service to our children.

P.O.P. (Parents of Preschoolers)
Are You a Parent of a Preschooler?

New Greeting Cards!
Just in time for Christmas, the Worship Arts Ministry is offering a new set of greeting
cards. Each card has a beautiful piece of artistry on the front, with information on the artist
and the church, and a scripture verse on the back. These will be on sale for $10 for a package of 10. This is only to recoup expenses for the publication. The cards should be available in the office in early November.

Banner Elk Presbyterian is sponsoring P.O.P. (Parents of Preschoolers). All parents with
preschool children are invited to participate. P.O.P. is a program that provides child care, a meal
for parents, fellowship and a Bible study. The group usually meets twice a month on Sunday
evenings 5:30-7:15 pm in the fellowship hall. The next meeting is November 27th. Both church
members and friends are welcome.
Currently the Bible Study is the gospel of Mark, chapters 4 and 5. . Ed Donnell, a Parish Associate for BEPC and his wife,
Cathy Richmond, are the leaders.
Please let Ed or Cathy know that you are planning to attend so that they can plan for child care and meal preparation.
Your children should be fed prior to coming to P.O.P.

Habitat for Humanity
Lisa and Cody Have a New Home!
On a beautiful October afternoon, family, friends, Habitat workers and BEPC folks gathered to dedicate
the new home of Lisa and Cody Shook, built by Watauga County Habitat for Humanity with major help
from our congregation. The home is located on scenic land which has been in Lisa’s family for generations, and this made the culmination of building effort even more meaningful.
Alex Hooker, director of WCHH, said that our church’s group of faithful volunteer builders ( Steve
Bender, Larry Zimmer, Rick Garret, Coy Franklin and Bob Powell—to name a few) was a God-send in
creating this home. Project director, Ed Tausche, added that our team’s knowledge and skill of building plus their dedication
each Tuesday work-day was instrumental in getting the job done and doing it right.
Visitors joined in a service of dedication followed by a festive time of enjoying refreshments and touring the home. Bill Dicks
gave Lisa and Cody a wooden sign he had crafted with the name of their home, “Grandfather’s Lair.” (Lisa explained that a lair
is a place of gathering and comfort, and those words describe hopes for their home.) Phyllis Clemmer presented two comforters
made by our Comfort-Makers with labels written by the group’s mentor, Margaret Tate. Additionally, a monetary gift was
given the Shooks for “whatever they might want or need for their house.” Feild Russell offered a prayer of dedication.
Our Banner Elk church family shares the happiness of knowing Cody and Lisa are settled into their comfortable, inviting new
home at the foot of Grandfather Mountain.

Hanging of the Greens & Chili Lunch (A New Schedule)
The Worship Committee would like to announce that the Hanging of the Greens and Chili Lunch
will take place on Saturday, December 3rd at 11:00 am. The tree will be decorated as well as the
Sanctuary. This will be followed by our traditional chili and cornbread lunch at 1:00 pm. This time
change has been moved back to allow everyone the opportunity to attend the Banner Elk Town
Christmas Parade and festivities in the Tate-Evans Park which will take place at 5:00 pm.
If you like to bake, cookies will be appreciated for the chili cornbread lunch. Please bring the
entire family to help decorate or watch as we prepare our Sanctuary for Advent. You will also have
the opportunity to put a wreath or poinsettia in the Sanctuary during Advent in honor or memory of someone. Be looking for
this special announcement in the Sunday bulletin on November 13, 2016.

From the Office …..
Field Russell will be on vacation from Monday,
November 21 - Sunday, November 27, with
Palmer Clemmer, Rob’s brother, preaching on
November 27.

The Church Office will be closed Thursday
November 24th for Thanksgiving Day.
Articles for the December newsletter
should be turned in to the church office
by November 22nd.

Avery Project Christmas
’s that time of year again that we start planning for Christmas for the children of Avery County. Last
year we spent about $12,000 for this project. We served 400 children. If you donated money or gifts
last year the families really appreciated it. If you did not, we are asking that you consider supporting
Avery Project Christmas this year. This is a way to give back to the children in need. Your donation
is tax deductible. For more information you can call RAM art 733-5127 or Drema Hayes at 733-8230.
You can mail checks to Avery County DSAS, Attn: Drema Hayes, P.O. Box 306, Newland, NC
28657. Make checks payable to Avery Project Christmas.
There will be a box in the church office for donated items. Please have them here by Sunday December 4th.
Volunteers are needed on set-up date and shopping dates. Set up date is December 5th and shopping dates are
December 5th through December 8th. The Avery Project Christmas Toy Store will serve children birth through 8th grade.
High School students will be taken care of separately this year. Parents will be given an appointment time and pick these gifts
up at the APC Toy Store.
If you are able to volunteer to help with setup or during the shopping days please contact Drema Hayes at 733-8230.

ROMEOS
ALL GUYS WELCOME!
For many years a group of men have enjoyed eating lunch together on Thursdays. Sometimes the
group is referred to as ROMEOS (retired old men eating out), but in fact, some of the group are not retired--and some are not even old! So far, all members of the group are guys, but no one is excluded!
Feel welcome to join this light-hearted bunch of church friends as we sample food in all the nearby restaurants. Just call the church office (898-5406) or tell Rob or Tony if you’d like to receive the weekly
phone call reminder and information.

Support Groups
Walking with Shadows
Our attention to those who have family or friends who deal with mental illness has been very successful.
We invite others to join us. Led by our own professional counselor, Rev. Brant Piper, the group seeks out
support, comfort and resources for dealing with very difficult problems of relationships, healthy steps and
well being. For more information please contact Janet Speer at speerj@lmc.edu. The group meets on the
second Monday of each month at 7 PM in the Margaret Tate Parlor on the second floor near the elevator.
Our next meeting will be November 14th.

Church Happenings
JULIETS

November Birthdays
1
1
1
1
3
3
4
4
7
7
9
9
9
13
14
14
14
15
17
18
20
25
25
27
27

Betsy Godbold
Jim Jones
Nancy Owen
Sydney Taylor
Zachary Garrett
Jackson Tate
Pepper Henley
Thayer Moeller
Cynthia Kittle
Matthew Garrett
Christine Brown
Christian Davis
Beverly Norris
Pat Matzer
Susan Cleary
Carol Larson
Ann Swinkola
Richard Rhyne
Chris Zimmer
Susie O'Connell
Lynn Carter
Elizabeth Bender
Ron McGowan
Arthur Josey
Bryce Pittman

The monthly Juliet get together will be held at the Pedalin’
Pig Restaurant on Wednesday, November 9 at 12:30
pm. Please sign up at the Church or call Marge Bailey at 387
-4628. Hope to see you there!

Appreciation Lunch
On Friday, November 11 from 11:30am-1:30pm,
our church will host an appreciation lunch for Lees-McRae faculty, staff and
administration. We plan to serve soup, salad, bread and desserts, as well as tea,
lemonade and coffee. Everyone seems to enjoy this time together and the
Lees-McRae folks are so grateful that we provide this special meal. This will serve
as our congregation’s fellowship meal for November, so plan to come and mingle
with our Lees-McRae friends and neighbors! Do wear your
BEPC name tag! Please look for the sign-up sheet in the
church hallway near the reception area or contact Donna Dicks
at 898-6667 (dbdicks@skybest.com) if you can help with food
or set-up. Thank you so much.

Thank You
George sends his heartfelt thanks for all the love, prayers, visits, inspirational material and provisions of food to sustain us
over these past months. No matter which facility I have found
myself in, there has been a constant stream of visitors and well
wishes contained in cards and phone calls. My entire family remains grateful for
all this attention. We feel truly blessed by our BEPC family.
Fondest regards from.
George Anderson and family

Poinsettias & Wreaths
During Advent, the Sanctuary will be decorated with beautiful poinsettias and Christmas wreaths. If you would like to
place a poinsettia or wreath in honor or in memory of a loved
one, please contribute $10 per poinsettia, $12 per regular size
wreath, or $40 per large wreath for
each person you wish to remember.
Please designate their name(s) on
your check, and place it in the offering plate or bring it to
the church office by December 12, 2016 .

Guatemala 2016
PRESBYTERIANS AGAINST PRESBYOPIA (Old Age Eyes)
On November 9th Sara Brewer and I will leave for a 9 day trip to Guatemala to
visit our brothers and sisters of Arca de Noé, our Sister church. First we want
to thank you for your support for our mission work in Guatemala for these 20
years. We ask for your prayers for our safety, health and success in our work
there.
This year we are taking many pairs of reading glasses that you have donated to be distributed to church
and community folks in Morelia, Guatemala. I recently found a website of an organization called Restoring Vision. Their work
is to help groups like ours with tips, instructions and vision charts to be used to dispense reading glasses in the developing
countries of the world. I even found vision charts in Spanish. They have a very useful tutorial video which gave me a lot on
information on how to best organize and help folks select the best strengths for each person. So I fervently ask your prayers
that we will be able to help as many people as possible regain the ability to read, thread a needle or even see the pictures we
will be taking of them.
We will also be making our annual shopping trip to buy rice, beans, cooking oil, a nutrition drink for children, washing soap
and what they call MOSH (mush). That would be oatmeal to you and me. It seems the early Presbyterian missionaries brought
their precious oatmeal with them and the Guatemalans came to love it. It is a special treat that they have only on rare occasions.
We buy hundreds of pounds of goods which the women of the church pack and distribute at Advent for the members of the
church and the very poor of the community. It is a welcome Christmas gift from you the members of BEPC. A gift to the
Guatemala Ministry fund provides for these purchases. God bless you all.
- Barbara Hosbein

BEPC and Local Organizations
There's lots of good stuff in the October issue of High Country Magazine!
A number of articles include members of our congregation directly, and/or are organizations near and dear to
our hearts. More than a few of us are supporters of the Williams YMCA and can learn more about the upcoming facility expansion. Many church members have a current or past association with Appalachian State University and can learn more about the advancement of the football program. Our neighbor, Lees-McRae College, has the May Wildlife Rehabilitation Center featured in an article with absolutely great photos. Sara
Brewer is pictured in the article about local ABC Boards. Did you know the High Country ABC Store distributes over a quarter of a million dollars to the three governing towns - Banner Elk, Seven Devils, and Sugar
Mountain as well as to support law enforcement and alcohol education? The article about the “good works” of
the High Country Charitable Foundation, recently spawned at the Elk River Club, includes many folks who
worship at Banner Elk Presbyterian especially in the summer months. You will find quotes
from Allen Clark, George Koehn and Phil Myers. You will see photos of Nancy Clark, Bobby
Duke, Sandy Moss, Jim Swinkola, David Tate and Kathy Ward.
In addition to learning about the HCCF, learn more about the Avery High Key Club, Feeding
Avery Families, and Yellow Mountain Enterprises…all valuable organizations contributing to
our local community. Dedy has some copies of the October issue of High Country Magazine
available at the church, if you cannot find one in the community. Check it out!
- Jim Swinkola

New Members
Gail Miller
A part-time medical technologist has cast her lot with Lees-McRae College and Banner Elk
Presbyterian Church. As our newest affiliate member, we welcome Gail Miller to our midst,
sharing her seven-to-ten day a month sojourn in Banner Elk with the college, where she is
volunteering her lab tech skills! The rest of the month she is in Chapel Hill, with (Presbyterian) Church of
Reconciliation, where she has served as both elder and Sunday School teacher. Gail (officially Virginia)
feels her special skills involve “organizing”—lots of room for that here!
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Community Awareness
October has been a busy month for the preschool as we focused our discussions around our community helpers and heroes. Not only
did the children get visits from the Banner Elk Police and Fire Department, Avery County EMS and Watauga Sheriff's department,
the children also served the community by making an effort to pick up trash at the Tate-Evans Park during the school’s 2nd ever
Park Day; a huge thank you to the church volunteers who gave a helping hand walking the children safely to the park on Oct 20th.
BEPC preschool also hosted a hot chocolate, hot cider and coffee stand as a way to give back to our wonderful community. This
was a great event for our preschoolers to work on leadership and practical skills. We have learned all the different roles people have
to make for a good community while working together. Needless to say it has been another fantastic month at the preschool!
- AC Marriott, Preschool Director

Wed
Tue
Mon
Sun

November 2016

Fri

Sat

BEPC Preschool

Preschoolers’ Hot Chocolate, Cider and Coffee Stand

BEPC PRESCHOOL BOOK FAIR
with
PANCAKES, PAJAMAS, and PUPPETS
November 10 5:00 to 7:00 pm
Come buy books for Christmas presents !
Come eat pancakes and make new friends !
Come enjoy puppets and wear your Pajamas !
Donations for your supper and proceeds from the book sales will go to benefit the preschool. This is an opportunity to get know our
preschool families and enjoy fellowship with the parents and children. Please come and support our preschool!!

Youth - Middle School Event
Gather around for fun, games and warmth by the fire (weather permitting)
All middle schoolers are invited to Martha Garris’ (499 Reuben Wooten Rd.) this
Sunday, November 6, 4-6 pm for hamburgers and hot dogs, zip lining, activities
lead by Leslie and a vesper around the fire led by Ed. (Activities and fire will depend on dry conditions and weather.) Parents are bringing food to go with the
hamburgers (call Nancy Owen, 387-2466 or Martha, 898-4785) and friends are welcomed.

