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PHONE: (828) 898-5406
WEB PAGE: www.bannerelkpresbyterian.org

FAX: (828) 898-7615
EMAIL: bepreschurch@skybest.com

Office Hours: Monday - Thursday 8:30 am - 2:00 pm

CHURCH LEADERSHIP & STAFF
Moderator: Rev. Feild Russell
Clerk of Session: Susan Carter
Class 2014
Susan Carter - Personnel
Dick Larson - Missions
Ann Swinkola - Communications

For the Newsletter to be received by the first day of each month, Session has set the deadline
for all submissions to be on or before the 15th of each month (via e-mail or diskette only).
We extend a sincere welcome to everyone to join us for worship and any events you see listed in the newsletter.

From the Pastor….

Class 2015
Allen Clark - Worship
Donna Dicks - Congregational Care
Don Hilsmier - Membership
Class 2016
Martin MacQueen - Membership
Rick Owen - Buildings & Grounds
Dorothy Pullease - Stewardship/Finance
Treasurer: Dr. Ronald L. McGowan
Asst Treasurers: Allen Clark, Rob
Clemmer, Jean Eells, Bruce Pendergast

Church Staff
Rev. Feild Russell, Pastor
Mobile: 757-846-1105
Email: pastor@bepresbyterian.org
Rob Clemmer, Office Administrator
clemmerr@bepresbyterian.org
Director of Music: Diane Rydell
stepdiane@yahoo.com
Admin. Assistant: Dedy Traver
traverd@bepresbyterian.org
Housekeeping: Margaret Trivette
BEPC Preschool: Shane Parker, Director
parkerps@email.appstate.edu
Jim Taylor, sixOfive Music Director
Office Telephone: 828-898-5406

SUNDAY WORSHIP SERIVCES
8:30 am Worship - traditional
9:30 am Sunday School
11:00 am Worship - traditional
6:05 pm Worship - informal

“So, when is the wedding?”
“Well, it’s a little different from what most people have experienced. We’re not
having a separate occasion of a wedding; we are simply going to exchange
vows and rings at the end of the 11:00 worship service on September 28.”
“Oh. That’s different…”
Yes, your pastor and his fiancé are doing things a little differently. Sort of. The
reality is that weddings, in the Reformed Tradition (which includes
Presbyterians), are always considered services of worship first, which means
God is to be glorified first and foremost. While that has been the case
theoretically for quite some time, the reality is usually quite different. Weddings
frequently focus more on the couple and details of the “event” than on elements
that glorify God.
So it seems fitting to us that we make our commitment in the context of a
regular – although not typical – Sunday morning worship service. After we have
focused on worship of Almighty God, we will take just a few moments for the
vows. What will be a little atypical is that worship will stress thanksgiving and
joy for God’s blessings and will do so predominantly through scripture and
music. We’ll sing lots of hymns and have a couple of special anthems by the
choir, as well as a harpist, flautist, and trumpeter.
(The early service will also be a hymn festival, but without some of the special
musicians).
Because worship is open to all, no formal invitations are being sent out. But you
are all welcome, and we hope you’ll come and celebrate with us. After worship,
we’ll be a bit more traditional, with a reception in the Fellowship Hall with
heavy
hors d’oeuvres. Laura and I will look forward to greeting you there, before
scooting out rather quickly to start our honeymoon.
We covet your prayers as we start this new adventure together!
Feild

Opportunities To Learn And Grow

Around the Church…..

Faith Seekers’ Class
About the Faith Seekers Class: Explore various issues, using music, video and conversation.
Food: Coffee and snacks provided (usually)
Money: Receives an offering for good causes and needs
Time: 9:30 AM
Where: Upstairs in Room 215 (above Feild’s office)

Sept 7 Chapter 15 Jerry Olsen teacher
Sept 14 Chapter 16 Jerry Olsen teacher
Sept 21 Chapter 17 through end of book Jerry Olsen teacher
Sept 28 Seeing God in the Dark (from Time Magazine article)

Worship Arts Ministry Team
A call for visual artists for possible greeting cards, or other visual arts
possibilities. Also, if you are interested in participating in other arts
ministry opportunities, reading, acting, poetry, dance, please let us know!
The Arts Ministry Committee consists of Janet Speer, Ed Donnell,
Barbara Hosbein, Emily Garrett, David Tate, and Laura Carringer. Of
course you can also let Feild know if you have ideas. speerj@lmc.edu

CLUTCH
Clutch

Shepherd Training/Refresher Program

On Wednesday, Sept. 10, at 1:30 in the session room, Jane Richardson will be leading
a brief training and refresher session for anyone interested in our Shepherd Program,
which has been in place for several years. It involves a one month commitment of a
team of two people to make phone calls, send cards and sometimes visit those in our congregation in need of comfort and
care. Occasionally, there may be a need for food; a list of those willing to provide food is available for the “shepherd of the
month” to meet this need. If you have served in the past or are interested in learning more about this special ministry program,
please plan to attend. We welcome your feedback on how the program has worked for you, if you have served as a shepherd.
Questions? Please contact Jane at 737-0576 or Donna Dicks at 898-6667.

We'll welcome our college students back on August 26, with our first meeting of Clutch. This year we're asking for help. In
addition to having fun getting together, we also spend part of the session in Christian ethical discussion, and part eating. This
year the discussions will be based on a series of videos, entitled "NOOMA", by Rob Bell. Carol generally prepares food for
the group, averaging 20 - 25 people. Though money is budgeted for Clutch ($1,350), we will still need help with food. We
usually serve a main dish (lasagna, spaghetti, sloppy joes, etc.) and dessert. If any of you would be willing to help by
providing some of these meals, please let Carol know (898-9341). Clutch meets each Tuesday evening of the school year at
8:00 PM. Thanks for all your support.
Dick Larson

Counseling Services Available
Inquirer’s Class
Pastor Feild Russell is planning another Inquirer’s Class if there are those interested in learning more
about Presbyterians and this congregation in particular. Thinking about membership, or curious about
Reformed theology and how Presbyterian churches run?
A class will be held following the 11:00 worship on September 7. Please contact the church office or
Feild directly to confirm your attendance. A light lunch will be provided and the class will be over no
later than 2:00pm.

There is a satellite office of Presbyterian Psychological Services here at Banner Elk
Presbyterian Church. The office is staffed by Rev. Brant C. Piper, an ordained Presbyterian (USA) pastor and a NC Certified Pastoral Counselor. Rev. Piper provides counseling services for individuals, couples, families, and adolescents, takes some insurance,
and offers services on a sliding scale for those who don’t have insurance. Office hours
are on Mondays with additional times available on weekends and weekdays per previous arrangements. You can reach him on his cell at 704.779.4922 and you can find out
more about Presbyterian Psychological at www.presbypsych.org.

Presbyterian Habitat Build
Avery County Habitat Build
The work day went well on August 23rd . Although it was raining early, the rain quit precisely at
9:00am. The morning was cloudy and cool, but dry; and the afternoon was sunny. We had more
than twenty men and women show up with a good representation from each of our five participating Avery county churches. And we were able to make good progress on all of the three projects
we had planned, i.e. putting up roof trusses, framing the back porch and deck, and laying the
foundation for a storage building. And the fellowship among fellow Presbyterians was an added
bonus.
Our next group workday is scheduled for Saturday, Sept. 20. Individuals and/or groups can work any time between now and
then. There will also be a workday on October 4th. We will need 3-5 workers for each of these days and will provide detail
of what work will be done closer to each date. Please contact the church office by phone or email if you can be part of the
work team on one or all of these dates! If you have questions or need further information please call Coy Franklin at
733-6553 or email at coybecky@bellsouth.net .

Thank You
Many Thanks To Those Behind The Scenes……..
…to Janet Speer for her leadership of the Faith Seekers/Fellowship Sunday adult school class. It’s
always interesting and thought provoking, as well as providing funds for special causes as needed.
Join us at 9:30 each Sunday on the top floor, directly over Feild’s office.
…to Deka Tate for her organization of flowers for worship; she has a special touch for adding
beauty to the sanctuary each Sunday. If you want to give flowers in honor or memory of someone,
please sign the calendar in the hall near the nursery or call Deka at 898-9023; we want to be sure that the correct notice can be
put in the bulletin when this occurs.
…to Bill Dicks for providing labels inside the kitchen cabinets and drawers…we hope it will make putting things away much
easier!
…to Diane Rydell and her direction of our wonderful music program; what glorious anthems we enjoy each week at worship
and, most recently, the special music at the worship service featuring our combined choirs on August 24.

We are still receiving special gifts to help cover the cost of this project. Checks may be made to “Banner Elk Presbyterian
Church” and in marked for “Presbyterian Build 2014”. Thank you for your continued support of this community outreach.

Stand By Me Program - Elizabeth Stoner

Home & Garden Tour - Habitat for Humanity
Avery Habitat for Humanity
Avery Habitat for Humanity is sponsoring a Home & Garden Tour on Sept. 6 from
10:00 - 4:00. The Crossnore area will be featured this year, visiting homes of local
artists and ranchers as well as the historic Presbyterian church and unusual gardens.
Advance tickets are $25, available online and at Winging It (old caboose) in Banner
Elk., Mountaineer Garden Center, and Eric’s Wine and Cheese.
All proceeds go to Avery County Habitat for Humanity.

Let’s Celebrate!

Let's Celebrate! - an event on Saturday, September 13, is put on by the Presbytery of Western North
Carolina to promote community. It will be held at Morganton First Presbyterian from 3:30 - 7:30,
and the only cost is to bring a covered dish to share with 10-12 people. An excellent and well-known
keynote presenter is highlighting the event, Rodger Nishioka of Columbia Seminary. More information can be found at www.presbyterywnc.org by clicking on the box on the main page. Or you can
contact Robbin Buchanan at 828-438-4217 or rbuchanan@presbyterywnc.org.

THANK YOU for showing Elizabeth such love, care and support during the onset of her
Independent Living in Grandfather Home's Stand By Me program. She is SO happy with her
first apartment and excited to start her Senior year at Avery High!
On behalf of Melissa Darcy, Coordinator of Independent Living at Grandfather Home, I'd like
to quote from a note giving many thanks to you: " with everything the church has provided, Elizabeth has been able to
furnish her apartment, purchase other necessary items for kitchen, bedroom and bath, purchase her school supplies,
including a laptop/tablet, and much needed groceries. Thank you for your support, which has meant so much to her. "
'THANK YOU' from Elizabeth in a note that reads: “You have ALL loved me like no one else. Your support means
everything in the world to me. From one stranger to many others, you have become my family of God's power. Thank you
All......Much Love, Elizabeth. "
From my standpoint, she has made VERY wise and frugal purchases........very plain and simple she likes things. I can assure
you that not one dollar, not one gift card, not any item donated, nor gift certificate has been spent on anything frivolous. She
is a very wise, mature, appreciative 18 year old. Recently, she said to me, "Miss Judy, I cannot tell you how very hard it is to
accept all this help. It is my nature to give and give and give.... and I HAVE to keep telling myself over and over ' if I don't
receive now, I will not be able to GIVE later.’
I could not be more proud of her for stating that to me!
Elizabeth has enjoyed being a part of BEPC for Sunday School, Worship and 6:05 and plans to continue being a part of this
loving church family. THANK YOU for your continued love, care and support of her in the days to come. She will need us
then also.
-- Judy King

We would like to thank the congregation for all their cards, kind thoughts, and prayers
during our son-in-law’s (Chuck Serafim) illness and death. We certainly appreciate our
caring church family.
Again, many thanks,
Nancy and Allen Clark

American Red Cross Shelter
ARC Shelter
The session, after considerable deliberation, has elected to have our church
included in the American Red Cross network of emergency shelters. An agreement was
signed on August 6, concerning the potential use of the BEPC ground floor as an
emergency shelter, if needed. It was discussed that we operate a pre-school in these
same facilities. The Red Cross would make every effort to avoid using the facility when
the pre-school is in session. Facility use would be limited to the ground floor, with none
of the clients being allowed upstairs. If the facility were needed, a responsible party
representing BEPC (Feild, Rob or a member of session) would be contacted with this
request. We will always have the option/right to say no to any request. Food, cots,
blankets, etc. will be provided by the Red Cross when needed. Food would be purchased from local restaurants, if possible,
already prepared. The church will be reimbursed for any out-of-pocket expenses it incurs, including any damage to the
facility.
We will need to arrange for training of volunteers from our congregation. The training program lasts approximately
eight hours, and can be broken up in almost any way we choose (one eight hour session, two four hour sessions, etc.). The
training will probably not be available until at least November or later. They'd like at least six volunteers, and preferably
more. Volunteers will function essentially as hosts/chaperones, not as ARC administrators or health care workers. If you
might be interested in being a volunteer, please let us know by contacting the church office. Once we have an idea of who
would be willing to serve in this capacity, we can discuss the best way to go about organizing the training. Though we may
never be called upon to help, the session believes that this type of effort is very consistent with the missions and traditions of
this church. If you have questions, please speak to Rick Owen, Rob Clemmer or Dick Larson.

American Red Cross Blood Drive
BEPC sponsors the American Red Cross Blood Drives several times a year. The next one will
be held Thursday September 25 from 2:00-6:30pm. It will be in the King Fellowship Hall.
Sponsoring a blood drive is an important community responsibility and helps many people in
this community. Please mark your calendars and, if you are able, please help the Red Cross
reach their goal!

BEPC New Members
In the August 2014 Press-Byterian, we inadvertently put the incorrect biographical information for Jerry and Anne Shinn.
Here is the correct information! We apologize for this error.

Jerry & Anne Shinn
Jerry and Anne Shinn come to us from Myers Park United Methodist Church
in Charlotte. Her home town is Smithfield, Virginia, and Jerry’s roots are in
Gaffney, South Carolina.
Anne was a career elementary school teacher in the Charlotte-Mecklenburg
Schools. She is a board member of the Greater Banner Elk Heritage
Foundation. A founding member and board member of the Beech Mountain
Historical Society, she also serves on the House Committee of the Beech
Mountain Club.
Jerry spent most of his career at The Charlotte Observer where he retired in
1988 as Associate Editor. His books include “A Great Public Compassion:
The Story of Charlotte Memorial Hospital and Carolinas Medical Center”, “
Loomis: Celebrating a Lyrical Life”, and “Dixie Autumn”, a novel published late last year. All three books are available at
Amazon.com and “Dixie Autumn” is available at Fred’s General Mercantile on Beech Mountain.

Little Free Library
Calling Creative Carpenters!
If you've made fancy bird houses or model churches, barns or school houses, we'd like to challenge
you to create a tiny library!
With general approval of our church session, Little Free Libraries could soon grace neighborhoods
in Banner Elk. The libraries are popping up across the country, giving thousands of community
passers-by access to books for all ages to enjoy. Session has agreed with the concept of having a
mini-church in front of the big church, housing several dozen or more books available to borrow by
passing pedestrians.
Go to littlefreelibrary.org to see more, and contact Ann Swinkola or Donna Dicks to take the next
step in adding this happy literacy/friendship project to our community.

Time for a Change
E.O.T. Dinners (Every Other Tuesday!)
Food, Faith, Fellowship, & Fun
Singles! Tired of cooking for one every night? Join us for food, faith, fellowship and fun. We meet every
other Tuesday at 6:00pm; location will be printed in the bulletin, or contact Kathy at 305-393-3917
or kathyward610@gmail.com or Sara Brewer at 828-260-2060 or hicountryabc@skybest.com.

It’s Time for a Change
The Membership/Outreach Committee want to thank all of those who have contributed to the
request for donations of money, formula or diapers. A few weeks ago when a couple of the large
containers of formula were taken to RAM (Janet Milsaps), it was evident from the response how
much this meant as they were almost out of formula. With monetary donations, large containers of
formula are purchased at Sam's which is the best way to utilize this gift. Remember, if you wish to
purchase diapers, please purchase only size 2 - 5. This need certainly will be ongoing and we are
grateful to all who are participating. These babies are our future.

From the Office

Church Happenings

Upcoming Newsletter Information!

Join us for brunch on Sept. 14!

September Birthdays
1

Mary Julian

2

Dick Crump

3

Roger Wiedeback

4

Barbara Hosbein

4

Allen Speer

8

Tommy Councill

9

Travis Henley

9

John Williams,III

10

Jacque Butler

11

Susan McManus

14

Judy King

16

Douglas Smith

17

Joe Stapleton

19

Connie Easley

20

John Hoffman

21

Martha Burns

23

Kathy Hughes

25

Evelyn Thoubboron

26

Bert Bittan

27

Philip Myers

27

Enid Tatje

30

Meg Julian

30

E. C. Newman

30

Tom Ratchford

There will be a “between the services” brunch on Sunday, Sept. 14th, at 9:30 in King Fellowship Hall. Please
plan to come and bring your favorite breakfast dish…
egg strata, potato casserole, cheese grits, fruit, muffins,
bagels, sweet rolls…or anything else you’d like to share.
We will have lots of yummy food and great fellowship,
so do come. Those who are worshipping at 11:00 will be
finished in time to get upstairs for that service. See you
there!

Feild Russell will be on vacation from September 29 returning through October 15h.
The October newsletter will be ready for printing the last week of September.
If you have any information that needs to be in the newsletter please send
information to the church office no later than September 22nd so that Feild will
have time to check the information going into the newsletter. Please send
information to Dedy at bepreschurch@skybest.com or traverd@bepresbyterian.org

Stewardship
Stewardship Season
If you did not receive a letter and commitment card, or were not able to be present for
Consecration Sunday, please contact Rob Clemmer at the church office (828-898-5406). He will
be happy to assist you in receiving appropriate materials. Commitment cards can be mailed to the
church office at P.O. Box 158, Banner Elk, NC 28604. You may also bring your card by the church
office which is open Monday-Thursday 8:30am to 2:00pm. Thank you for your continued support
of BEPC.

JULIETS Out To Lunch
The JULIETS will return to the Best Western
for their August luncheon. It will be Wednesday,
September 10th at 12:30. Please let us know if you
plan to
attend. There will be a sign-up sheet in the reception
area or you may call the church office at 898-5406.

Baby Girl Is On The Way!

Our congregation is celebrating as we look forward to the birth
of Baby Girl Henley. You are invited to attend a Drop-In Baby
Shower honoring Lindsay and Travis Hendley on Sunday afternoon, September 14, 2014, 3:00 – 4:00pm in the Margaret Tate
Parlor. They are registered at Babies-R-Us, Target, and
Walmart. In place of a greeting card, enclose a small book
signing “to Pepper Henley from (your name).”

Session Review
Approved the following pulpit supplies and special worship arrangements:
 August 31 – Rev. Coy Franklin (8:30 and 11:00 a.m. services)
 September 28 – Special Musical Presentation
 October 5 – Rev. Leslie Piper (11:00 a.m. and 6:05 p.m. services)
 October 12 – Rev. Dr. Ed Donnell (11:00 a.m. and 6:05 p.m. services)
Appointed Ann Swinkola as Nominating Committee Chairperson
Endorsed Kathy Ward as a participant for the November Presbytery Mission Trip to Guatemala.
Removed Tom and Cindy Baur from Affiliate Membership Roll at their request.
Received:

Pastoral Emergencies
Feild Russell will be out of town September 29 - October
15. If there are any pastoral emergencies please contact Rob
Clemmer. He will have one of our on-call pastors call you.
Rob Clemmer 828-898-2093 home
828-260-5984 cell
BEPC Office#: 828-898-5406





report from Presbytery Commissioner Jane Richardson for the July 29 meeting at Warren Wilson
report of continued good progress of our Preschool
other committee and financial reports

Discussed:







at length, denominational actions and how BEPC will continue to go about its ministry
stewardship of the environment measures that Sunday School Class members have been researching
possibilities for having a "Little Library" on the grounds of BEPC
responses to the possibility of a presbytery mission campaign in the next year
how to faithfully support seminarian Ben Garris through a denominational support group called "Company of
New Pastors"; passed this on to Stewardship and Finance Committee

15
9am BEPC Preschool

22
9am BEPC Preschool

29
9am BEPC Preschool

14
8:30am Worship
9:30am Brunch
11 am Worship

21
8:30am Worship
9:30am SS Classes
11 am Worship

28
8:30am Worship
9:30am SS Classes
11 am Worship
WEDDING
12:15pm Reception

LABOR DAY
Office Closed

8
9am BEPC Preschool

1

Mon

7
8:30am Worship
9:30am SS Classes
11 am Worship
12:15pm Inquirer’s
Class

Sun

30
9am BEPC Preschool
9:30 am Habitat Work
10amWomen’s Study

23
9am BEPC Preschool
9:30 am Habitat Work
10amWomen’s Study
7pm Men’s Choir

16
9am BEPC Preschool
9:30 am Habitat Work
10amWomen’s Study
7pm Men’s Choir

9
9am BEPC Preschool
9:30 am Habitat Work
10amWomen’s Study
7pm Men’s Choir

2
9am BEPC Preschool
9:30 am Habitat Work
10amWomen’s Study
7pm Men’s Choir

Tue

19
Office Closed

26
Office Closed

17
18
9am BEPC Preschool 9am BEPC Preschool
10am Comfort Makers 11:15 am ROMEO’s
5 pm Handbells
Men’s Lunch Group
7:30 pm Choir

24
9am BEPC Preschool
10am Comfort Makers
5 pm Handbells
7:30 pm Choir

25
9am BEPC Preschool
11:15 am ROMEO’s
Men’s Lunch Group
2-6:30pm Blood
Drive

12
Office Closed

10
11
9am BEPC Preschool 9am BEPC Preschool
10am Comfort Makers 11:15 am ROMEO’s
12:30pm JULIETS
Men’s Lunch Group
5 pm Handbells
7:30 pm Choir

Fri
5
Office Closed

Thu

3
4
9am BEPC Preschool 9am BEPC Preschool
10am Comfort Makers 11:15 am ROMEO’s
5 pm Handbells
Men’s Lunch Group
7:30 pm Choir

Wed

September 2014

27
7:30am Men’s Prayer
Breakfast at
Banner Elk Café

20
7:30am Men’s Prayer
Breakfast at
Banner Elk Café

13
7:30am Men’s Prayer
Breakfast at
Banner Elk Café

6
7:30am Men’s Prayer
Breakfast at
Banner Elk Café

Sat

BEPC Preschool

Fall Classes Begin!

Hello again from the Banner Elk Presbyterian Church Preschool. We’re just about to finish up our second week of the 20142015 school year and thus far things have gone great. We’ve got a full house this year, with 23 children. The best part is over
half of our students are brand new to the program. While the first day of school was a big adjustment for some of these
children, they are now having the time of their lives.

This week, all three of our classes are tackling the first letter in the alphabet. We even had an archaeological dig, finding
dinosaur eggs and bones. The kids had a blast. If you get a chance, feel free to stop by the preschool. Also, make sure to come
give a warm welcome to our new two year old teacher, Casey Myers. This looks to be the start of another great year and as
always, thank you so much for your support.
- Shane Parker, Director

BEPC Preschool Staff Fall 2014
Casey Myers, Leo Leonard, Shane Parker, Katherine Stantin, Jen Shore

