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FORWARDING SERVICE REQUESTED

“To Know Christ and to Make Christ Known”
Equipping Saints since 1893

OCTOBER 2014
PHONE: (828) 898-5406
WEB PAGE: www.bannerelkpresbyterian.org

FAX: (828) 898-7615
EMAIL: bepreschurch@skybest.com

Office Hours: Monday - Thursday 8:30 am - 2:00 pm

Moderator: Rev. Feild Russell
Clerk of Session: Susan Carter
Class 2014
Susan Carter - Personnel
Dick Larson - Missions
Ann Swinkola - Communications

For the Newsletter to be received by the first day of each month, Session has set the deadline
for all submissions to be on or before the 15th of each month (via e-mail or diskette only).
We extend a sincere welcome to everyone to join us for worship and any events you see listed in the newsletter.

From the Pastor….

CHURCH LEADERSHIP & STAFF

Class 2015
Allen Clark - Worship
Donna Dicks - Congregational Care
Don Hilsmier - Membership
Class 2016
Martin MacQueen - Membership
Rick Owen - Buildings & Grounds
Dorothy Pullease - Stewardship/Finance
Treasurer: Dr. Ronald L. McGowan
Asst Treasurers: Allen Clark, Rob
Clemmer, Jean Eells, Bruce Pendergast

Church Staff
Rev. Feild Russell, Pastor
Mobile: 757-846-1105
Email: pastor@bepresbyterian.org
Rob Clemmer, Office Administrator
clemmerr@bepresbyterian.org
Director of Music: Diane Rydell
stepdiane@yahoo.com
Admin. Assistant: Dedy Traver
traverd@bepresbyterian.org
Housekeeping: Margaret Trivette
BEPC Preschool: Shane Parker, Director
parkerps@email.appstate.edu
Jim Taylor, sixOfive Music Director
Office Telephone: 828-898-5406

SUNDAY WORSHIP SERIVCES
9:30 am Sunday School
11:00 am Worship - traditional
6:05 pm Worship - informal

Three Quotes
Quote 1:
“We can only be said to be alive in those moments when our hearts are
conscious of our treasures.” - Thornton Wilder
I am alive! There have been days, of course, when my spirit has been low
enough to make me wonder; yet I have grown increasingly aware not only of
blessings, but treasures.
My children are treasures. My new wife, Laura Carringer, is a treasure. And
YOU, good people of Banner Elk Presbyterian Church, are treasures. My
treasures are too many to list. While I’ve never thought of myself as an
ungrateful person, I am consciously working to be aware of my blessings and
treasures. You have helped make that easier.
Quote 2:
“Piglet noticed that even though he had a Very Small Heart, it could hold a
rather large amount of Gratitude.”
- A.A. Milne in Winnie-the-Pooh
I don’t know how to compare the size of my heart to Piglet, but I can appreciate
the concept that any size heart can hold copious amounts of gratitude. The most
recent cause of gratitude for me is God opening for me a new chapter, granting
me a second blessing in the form of a partner with whom to enjoy the journey of
life.
The manner in which this congregation has cared for me, supported this new
beginning, and even shared in my joy, fills my heart with “a rather large amount
of gratitude.”
Quote 3:
At times our own light goes out and is rekindled by a spark from another
person. Each of us has cause to think with deep gratitude of those who have
lighted the flame within us.
- Albert Schweitzer
I think of you.
God bless you all!
- Feild

Around the Church…..

Opportunities To Learn And Grow

The Romeos Enjoying Lunch

Hard at Work!
Faith Seekers’ Class
About the Faith Seekers Class: Explore various issues, using music, video and conversation.
Food: Coffee and snacks provided (usually)
Money: Receives an offering for good causes and needs
Time: 9:30 AM
Where: Upstairs in Room 215 (above Feild’s office)
In October the Faith Seekers class will begin a series called “The Wired Word.” Current events and pertinent and important
news events are discussed with Biblical references. The class will discuss what we can do to address issues that face our
communities, our nation and our world.

Feild’s Office “Decorated”
by the college students and
6:05 group!
Return of the Rascal
Romeo!

Greetings from the Mayland Fellowship!
We have great news and want to make sure you help us get the word out to your congregations! Our upcoming Mayland
Fellowship Quarterly Meeting will be held at Arbor Dale on October 12th! We are excited about going to Avery County at
this time of year. Last time we were at Arbor Dale the trees were brilliant! And we expect the same for this year.
As happy as we are about our invitation to Arbor Dale, our guest speaker for the evening is even better news...a Western
North Carolina Presbytery "child" home from Indonesia on furlough...Becca Young! We look forward to an evening of
worship as we gather for food, fellowship and song!

Congratulations and Best Wishes!

Please mark your calendar! We are so looking forward to seeing you there!
Becky Ayala, Secretary

Prayer Shawl Ministry
Our prayer shawl ministry group will return to meetings on the first and third Tues
days from 3:00 to 5:00 pm in the Margaret Tate Parlor. Anyone who would like to knit
prayer shawls is welcome to join this group. Time for prayer and meditation while we
knit will be a part of each meeting. Contact Cathy Richmond if you have questions
at 828-898-9019.

E.O.T. Dinners (Every Other Tuesday!)
Food, Faith, Fellowship, & Fun
Singles! Tired of cooking for one every night? Join us for food, faith, fellowship and fun. Our
next meeting will be Tuesday October 28th at 6:00pm at Bella’s Restaurant. For more
information please contact Kathy at 305-393-3917 or kathyward610@gmail.com or
Sara Brewer at 828-260-2060 or hicountryabc@skybest.com.

A Glorious Day Indeed!
September 28, 2014

Kirkin’ of the Tartans

Turkey Boxes
Thanksgiving Turkey Boxes

Tartan Banners
The Kirkin’ Committee, with the approval of Session, is pleased to inform the congregation that
BEPC will be purchasing tartans to permanently have for our Kirkin’ services. This will give you an
opportunity to be involved.
The Kirkin’ Service is one of the most well-attended services . The order and style of the service is
appealing and meaningful to our congregation and to many visitors as well. We are excited that we
will permanently have these Tartans at our church. This will eliminate having to scramble around to
borrow certain tartans from the Grandfather Games each year. Some of you may already have your
own tartans. Our committee has gone through the list we have and is planning to purchase the following Tartans: Armstrong; Campbell; Douglas; Farquarson; Ferguson; Forbes; Hamilton;
Home (Hume);Innes; Kennedy; MacAulay; MacDonald; Mac Ewen; MacGregor; MacKenzie;
MacLeod; MacRae; MacPherson; Malcolm; Ross; Russell; and Shaw. If your Clan Tartan is not
listed and you wish to have it included, please talk with one of the committee members below.
The committee is in the process of ordering the material and staffs to assembling the banners. We’re
planning on $100 per tartan banner. If you are interested in this church approved project, you may
contribute to BEPC whether or not you are a member of one of these designated clans. Please denote
on your check, “Tartan Fund”.
If you have questions or concerns, please direct them to anyone on the committee.
Committee members are: Ed Donnell, Beth Johnston, Ron McGowan, Rob Clemmer,
and McNair Tornow.

Counseling Services Available

There is a satellite office of Presbyterian Psychological Services here at Banner Elk Presbyterian Church. The office is staffed by Rev. Brant C. Piper, an
ordained Presbyterian (USA) pastor and a NC Certified Pastoral Counselor.
Rev. Piper provides counseling services for individuals, couples, families,
and adolescents, takes some insurance, and offers services on a sliding scale
for those who don’t have insurance. Office hours are on Mondays with additional times available on weekends and weekdays per previous arrangements.
You can reach him on his cell at 704.779.4922 and you can find out more
about Presbyterian Psychological at www.presbypsych.org.

The time to fill our annual Thanksgiving turkey boxes will soon be here. The
Reaching Avery Ministries (RAM) Emergency Food Pantry will provide us with
brief descriptions of 45 very poor and needy families, so that we may select and
provide the groceries for their Thanksgiving weekend. These 45 families are in dire
straits. Without our help, they will be eating very meager rations on a day when the
rest of us celebrate and give thanks for all God's blessings.
Our church will provide funds to obtain a frozen turkey for each family, but we do
not budget for the other food items. Therefore, we are seeking help from individuals
and families within BEPC to anonymously provide all the extras so these families can enjoy a Thanksgiving feast and great leftovers for
the Thanksgiving weekend. If you can possibly assist in this effort to help the very, very needy in Avery County, we would appreciate it,
and these families would certainly be grateful.
The individual "family profiles" will be made available to the local congregation on Sunday, November 2, and all the grocery boxes
must be delivered to the church by Sunday, November 23. If you do not live in the local area, but can see fit to help, you may contribute
funds for the cause (about $75 will provide for a typical family). Any donations for the project should be annotated for "Thanksgiving
Turkey Boxes", and placed in the collection plate, or mailed to Banner Elk Presbyterian Church, PO Box 158, Banner Elk, NC 28604.
Bob Powell

Community Needs
Life Care of Banner Elk Needs a Few Things
Jennifer Berry, activities director of Life Care skilled nursing center, has
indicated that there is an ongoing need for the following items for resident
events and activities:
Old magazines (please cut off address label)
Coloring books and crayons
Jigsaw puzzles with large pieces (25 or 50 pieces)
Gently used soft plush toy animals or baby dolls
Children’s Bibles
Music cd’s (classical, gospel, 40’s, 50’s,60’s)
Cook books or cooking magazines with pictures
Occasionally, fresh cut flowers for 18 dining room tables (bud vases hold one or two stems each)
Costume jewelry
There will be a collection box in the church office area for these items. If you wish to supply flowers,
you may contact Donna Dicks at 898-6667. Thank you for your support.

RAM Food Pantry
RAM Food Pantry supplies at RAM in Newland are at an all-time low, according to director
Janet Millsaps. In conjunction with our church's ongoing support of RAM, please bring nonperishables like canned goods to the church when you come. (This is a separate agency from
Feeding Avery Families, but works jointly on this local need. RAM's pantry is an emergency
food ministry.)

Moment for Mission

One of Our Own

Under Six Ministry
I am the Lorax. I speak for the trees. Some of you might recognize the Dr. Seuss reference.
The book talked about the coveted Truffula trees, coveted but unprotected. Well, Geisel
wasn't really talking about trees, Truffula or otherwise, and neither am I. Today I'm here to
speak about the children. Oh not your children or grandchildren, but our indigent children,
coveted but unprotected. Today I'm their Lorax.
This church has a long, long history of compassionate caring for children, starting at the very
beginning with Edgar Tufts, first in his own home and then with Grandfather Home. We
continue to be very committed to the problems of children in need. In order to better manage
our efforts here, some of us have elected to gather our children's programs together under
one umbrella, calling it the Under Six Ministry. There are currently four areas of emphasis.
Our Pre-School, once essentially a collaborative baby sitting service called Mom's Morning Out, is now an organized,
smoothly run operation serving 23 children, with space for one more. It has both a creative and exuberant atmosphere, as
well as a Christian based curriculum. Though we technically budget no direct funds for this ministry, we do help in several
ways. The facility is provided free of charge. It costs $2,000 a year to send a child here. This year, through budget transfers and some personal donations, we have contributed nearly $9,000 toward scholarships and materials. To be fully
funded, and thus able to hire credentialed teachers, they would need a total supplement of $10,000 every year.
Many of you are familiar with Smart Start, an enrichment program oriented towards children in need in Avery County, who
are five years old and younger. This is a public-private partnership utilizing resources from the state and county, as well as
private donations. There is no longer any doubt about the phenomenal return on investment from money spent on children
during these very formative years in their lives - investments that pay off for all of us. Currently our church budgets $1,500
for Smart Start of Avery County.
In some ways an off-shoot of Smart Start, though in fact separate, is a program called SCOTTIE. Many of you heard about
this mobile, pre-school program just a couple of weeks ago, and some of you got to tour the converted bus that symbolizes
this operation. It's a fantastic idea. So many of the truly needy, disenfranchised children in Avery County, not only haven't
the family capability and predilection for early childhood education, they likewise don't have transportation to even get to
programs offered for free through Smart Start. SCOTTIE brings it to them, even if for just part of one day a week. At this
point the only funding we've provided has been a $200 gift from the wedding committee, plus a gift from one of our members for $1,000. That's not much.
Finally, and I really will finish at some point! We have become involved with a program called Time for a Change. Some
of our most challenged families, particularly some of our children with single, teen-age moms, suffer the most. Because of
inadequate funds and education, when the money runs out they start watering down the baby formula to make it go further.
Some of the children, when seen on Monday are still wearing the diapers they wore on Friday, because mom can't afford
clean ones. You, the people in this room, are way too smart to have to be told what horrible decisions these are. Unfortunately, like it or not, in the end, we all pay for these choices.
So, what can we do? HL Mencken once said that, for every complex societal problem, there is a simple, straightforward
solution, that is wrong! No, we can't simply transform Appalachia into suburbia, but we can help. We've started collecting
diapers and formula, which we give to RAM. In general we try not to provide people with 100% of anything, thinking it
simply fosters a sense of dependency. The problem here, though, is that it isn't the baby's behavior we're trying to change,
but the baby is the one to suffer. This is, obviously, a far more multifaceted problem than just formula and diapers. We're
looking at issues of education, mentoring and guidance. If someone wants to donate money, we can buy these supplies at a
discount, and take them to RAM. If you're willing to be a mentor about issues, such as breast-feeding or parenting in general, we can put you in touch with Janet Milsaps, director of RAM, to try to develop such a relationship. That doesn't have
to cost anything except time and effort. At the present time our church's only financial contribution to Time for a Change is
a $200 gift from the Wedding Committee. Diapers and formula, that certainly isn't much. None of these programs is,
really. But, you know what? They're a start, and that's a lot better than nothing. We are the hands of God. Sometimes
those other hands are just really small.
Dick Larson

Frank and Evelyn Thoubboron

Frank and Evelyn Thoubboron who celebrated their
58th wedding anniversary on September 8th of this year,
became full time members of Banner Elk Presbyterian
Church in 1994. They have a home in Belleair, Florida
and started coming to Banner Elk in 1987 when Frank
retired after 30 years with IBM. They have owned a
home on Sugar Mountain since 1997.
Evelyn is a member of the choir and Comfort Makers. She has shared her beautiful soprano voice in solo for our
congregation on many occasions. She has sung in many church choirs and in addition, was a member of the
Master Chorale of Tampa Bay which sang and recorded with Robert Shaw and the Atlanta Symphony Orchestra
in 1990.
Not only has Evelyn served on the Summer Theater and Forum Board of Directors at Lees-McRae College, she
has been recognized as “Volunteer of the Year” by the Avery County Habitat for Humanity for her work in providing furnishings for newly completed homes.
Frank was chairman of the committee which raised money for the building addition which included the church
administrative area and the upstairs Sunday School classes. He was active with the Avery-Mitchell prison
ministry. He conducted the 12 Step Program for about 50 inmates for 15 years. Frank also did individual counseling with inmates.
Frank spent six years in the U.S. Army. He was a 1st Lieutenant and a paratrooper. He spent a year in combat
as an Infantry Company Commander in the Korean War. He earned a Combat Infantry Badge, a Bronze Star
Medal and three Korean Campaign Battle Stars.
Evelyn and Frank met at the University of Alabama and were married in 1956. They have a son and daughter.
They also have a grandson and a granddaughter.
As manager of Advertising and Sales Promotion for IBM, Frank’s last assignment took them to London where
he was an International Sales Executive with responsibilities in 89 countries. Frank noted that his first job was
at age 14 when he worked for the Brooklyn Dodger Baseball Team . He operated a manual turn-style for 50
cents a game and saw the games for free.
Evelyn and Frank love BEPC and the congregation and especially Sunday School. It is a very important part of their
lives. Evelyn and Frank say they know that God has given them a great life together but they also know that it is not
theirs to keep unless they give it away.
George Anderson

While the Pastor Is Away….

Church Happenings

Pastoral Emergencies

Lees-McRae Faculty and Staff Appreciation Lunch
On Friday, October 24, our church will be hosting a lunch for Lees-McRae faculty
and staff. Please plan to help provide soup, sandwiches, salads or desserts for approximately 75 guests as well as for our members who may attend. Come by anytime between 11:30am and 1:00pm to meet our college friends and share lunch with
them.

Feild Russell will be out of town September 29 - October 15. If there are any pastoral emergencies
please contact Rob Clemmer. He will have one of our on-call pastors call you.
Rob Clemmer 828-898-2093 home
828-260-5984 cell
BEPC Office#: 828-898-5406

There will be sign-up sheets in the church office area for the next several weeks so
that you can indicate what you plan to bring to the lunch. Please provide a generous
amount of “your dish” so that we have plenty of food. This event will serve as our
church fellowship meal for October, so do plan to attend! Last year, we all had a
wonderful time; we hope to see you there!

Stewardship

Questions? Call Donna Dicks at 898-6667.

Stewardship Season

October Birthdays

Thank you for your support of our 2015 budget! We received 100 commitment cards
for $283,339. If you have misplaced your commitment card and wish to pledge, extra
cards are in the Narthex. Thank you for your continued support of BEPC!

JULIETS Lunch Break
1
1
3
4
4
6
9
9
9
10
12
15
16
17
18
19
21
21
24
24
26
26
26
28
28
28
29
30

Becky Franklin
McNair Tornow
Don Luginbuhl
Ted Roeling
Marilyn Bittan
Mae Weed
Tilda Brabson
Dudley Gilmer
George McManus
Clyde Persons
Ben Earwood
Camilla Dick
Mary Deavenport
Ron Johnson
Anne Jones
Mary Elder
Eva Causby
Margaret Tate
George Anderson
Joan Rhyne
Bob Akins
Jean Eells
Jonathan Tate
Steve Bender
Nancy Kennedy
Martin MacQueen
Donna Tate
Mary Dickinson

The JULIETS will be meeting at The Pedalin’ Pig
for their October luncheon. It will be Wednesday
October 8th at 12:30. Please let us know if you plan to
attend. There will be a sign-up sheet in the reception area
or you may call the church office at 898-5406 or Marge
Bailey at 387-4628. Please join us for a great time of food
and fellowship!

New Members
Welcome New Members to BEPC!

Will Garris and Paula Fryar
Will Garris and Paula Fryar will be married on
Dec. 6 at her home church in Clinton, NC. Our
church family is having a drop-in wedding shower
on Sunday, Oct. 5 from 3-4pm. Will is a child of
our church who graduated from ASU a few years ago. Paula graduated from LeesMcRae two years ago; she has now completed her graduate work as a certified physical therapist assistant. They both have jobs in Wilmington and will live there after
their wedding. Will and Paula are registered at Belk, Bed, Bath and Beyond and at a
local store in Clinton, www.Abbigails.com, should you wish to purchase a gift for
them. You may access any of these sites by their names. We look forward to sharing
in their joy and hope that you will be able to attend the drop-in on Oct. 5 in the
Margaret Tate Parlor, just off the elevator on the top floor.

New members who have joined Banner Elk Presbyterian Church last month are Bill and
Sue Ferguson and Amy Lynn Terrant by letters of transfer, and Jim and Marsha Jones,
and John Miles as Affiliate Members. We will have more information in upcoming
newsletters. Please welcome our new members!

To BEPC Family,
I want to thank each one of you for your
outpouring of love during this time of sorrow,
for your prayers, visits, food, cards and flowers.
I truly appreciate your kindness and love.
Your friend in Christ,
Frances Rouzer

John Miles

Bill and Sue Ferguson

Marsh and Jim Jones

24
Office Closed

22
23
9am BEPC Preschool 9am BEPC Preschool
10am Comfort Makers 11:15 am ROMEO’s
5 pm Handbells
Men’s Lunch Group
7:30 pm Choir

29
30
9am BEPC Preschool 9am BEPC Preschool
10am Comfort Makers 11:15 am ROMEO’s
5 pm Handbells
Men’s Lunch Group
7:30 pm Choir

21
9am BEPC Preschool
9:30 am Habitat Work
10amWomen’s Study
3-5pm Prayer Shawl
Ministry

28
9am BEPC Preschool
9:30 am Habitat Work
10amWomen’s Study

20
9am BEPC Preschool

27
9am BEPC Preschool

19
9:30am SS Classes
11 am Worship

26
9:30am SS Classes
11 am Worship

31
Office Closed

17
Office Closed
16
9am BEPC Preschool
11:15 am ROMEO’s
Men’s Lunch Group
7pm Session
15
9am BEPC Preschool
10am Comfort Makers
5 pm Handbells
7:30 pm Choir
14
9am BEPC Preschool
9:30 am Habitat Work
10amWomen’s Study
13
9am BEPC Preschool
12
9:30am SS Classes
11 am Worship

11:30am Fellowship
Lunch w/h LMC

25
7:30am Men’s Prayer
Breakfast at
Banner Elk Café

10
Office Closed
8
9
9am BEPC Preschool 9am BEPC Preschool
10am Comfort Makers 11:15 am ROMEO’s
Men’s Lunch Group
12:30pm JULIETS
5 pm Handbells
7:30 pm Choir

Report from the Director

7
9am BEPC Preschool
9:30 am Habitat Work
10amWomen’s Study
3-5pm Prayer Shawl
Ministry

18
7:30am Men’s Prayer
Breakfast at
Banner Elk Café

On October 10 from 6:00 pm to 8:30 pm , the preschool board is sponsoring date night for our parents. We will eat
pizza, play games, paint with pudding, watch movies, hear stories, and have a good time with the children. If you
would like to help with this event, please contact Susan Carter, Katie Fletcher, or Cathy Richmond. It promises to
be a very fun evening.

6
9am BEPC Preschool

11
7:30am Men’s Prayer
Breakfast at
Banner Elk Café

Date Night for Parents

5
9:30am SS Classes
11 am Worship

4
7:30am Men’s Prayer
Breakfast at
Banner Elk Café
3
Office Closed
1
2
9am BEPC Preschool 9am BEPC Preschool
10am Comfort Makers 11:15 am ROMEO’s
5 pm Handbells
Men’s Lunch Group
7:30 pm Choir

Thu
Wed
Tue
Mon
Sun

October 2014

Fri

Sat

BEPC Preschool

Greetings from the Banner Elk Presbyterian Preschool. First of all, I would like to tell you what a pleasure it was for all of the
children to sing in church on Sunday, Sept. 21st. The kids had a great time and did an amazing job. It was great to finally meet
all of the people who help keep this preschool going with their volunteer time and donations.
There is a lot going on at the preschool as we’ve moved into Fall. The classes have just begun working on learning the letter
“E” and the 4 year old class has just begun an educational adventure with our new curriculum program, Letterland. It’s
shaping up to be a fun and productive autumn at the BEPC preschool. Again thank you for all you do for the preschool and if
you would like to donate your time or funds to our cause please contact me
at (910)-381-6187.
- Shane Parker, Director

Ice Bucket Challenge for ALS Awareness
One of the two year old preschoolers, John David, challenged Preschool Director Shane Parker, to the Ice Bucket Challenge! Shane took up the challenge
and with “assistance” from Leo Lenard (who eagerly volunteered to dump the
water), Shane was doused with a huge tub of ice cold water!!

John David, the Challenger, waits
with baited breath for the big event!

Discovering Fall Leaves!
Ready, Set, Go!
Leo Lenard finds the largest tub to hold ice
water and lets loose from the second story!

Jen Shore, one of the teachers,
gives Shane Parker a Hi-Five!

