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PHONE: (828) 898-5406
WEB PAGE: www.bannerelkpresbyterian.org

FAX: (828) 898-7615
EMAIL: bepreschurch@skybest.com

Office Hours: Monday - Thursday 8:30 am - 2:00 pm

CHURCH LEADERSHIP & STAFF
Moderator: Rev. Feild Russell
Clerk of Session: Susan Carter
Class 2014
Susan Carter - Personnel
Dick Larson - Missions
Ann Swinkola - Communications

For the Newsletter to be received by the first day of each month, Session has set the deadline
for all submissions to be on or before the 15th of each month (via e-mail or diskette only).
We extend a sincere welcome to everyone to join us for worship and any events you see listed in the newsletter.

From the Pastor….
People in Banner Elk seem a little happier the last couple of weeks. I’d like to
think it’s mainly about Easter, but I know there’s something else in the air…
Spring! Given the hard winter we’ve had here, it’s no wonder the warmer
weather has spirits up.

Class 2015
Allen Clark - Worship
Donna Dicks - Congregational Care
Don Hilsmier - Outreach

It was only recently that I discovered a tradition that dates back hundreds of
years and is experiencing a revival of sorts. It is called “Holy Humor Sunday”,
and is observed on the Sunday after Easter. The goal of the tradition is to keep
Easter from being a one Sunday and over celebration.

Class 2016
Martin MacQueen - Outreach
Rick Owen - Buildings & Grounds
Dorothy Pullease - Stewardship/Finance

The custom, which dates back hundreds of years, was rooted in the musings of
early theologians that God had played a practical joke on the devil by raising
Jesus from the dead. “Risus Paschalis” – the “Easter laugh” – is what they
called it. Jokes and amusing stories would be included in worship to get the
faithful to smile and laugh, and after the service members and clergy would
play practical jokes on each other.

Treasurer: Dr. Ronald L. McGowan
Asst Treasurers: Allen Clark, Rob
Clemmer, Jean Eells, Bruce Pendergast

Church Staff
Rev. Feild Russell, Pastor
Mobile: 757-846-1105
Email: pastor@bepresbyterian.org
Rob Clemmer, Office Administrator
clemmerr@bepresbyterian.org
Director of Music: Diane Rydell
stepdiane@yahoo.com
Admin. Assistant: Dedy Traver
traverd@bepresbyterian.org
Housekeeping: Margaret Trivette
BEPC Preschool: Shane Parker, Director
parkerps@email.appstate.edu
Office Telephone: 828-898-5406

SUNDAY WORSHIP SERIVCES
9:30 am Sunday School
11:00 am Worship - traditional
6:05 pm Worship - informal

There is something of a resurgence of this celebration happening in churches
the last few years, and perhaps it’s a good thing. With so many things to get us
worked up, some extra humor can be welcome. And humor related to God’s
victory over evil and death is especially appropriate.
The church centuries ago recognized that it takes some effort to keep up the
Easter joy and positive spirit, especially when disaster and evil were readily
evident. It can look as if death and evil have the upper hand. Reminders that
God’s joke is the ultimate victory is always appropriate.
It may prove useful to us, too. As Presbyterians, we approach another General
Assembly in June, and it seems that controversy and conflict follows the
Assembly. Regardless of what happens at this upper level of the denomination,
someone will be offended, angered, disappointed, even outraged. Some will
interpret actions as signs of the church’s downfall.
What a time to remember that God always has the last word, and that word is
victory, that word is life, that word is Easter. The ultimate practical joke on
Satan. I for one will try to keep a sense of humor based on the unchanging truth
of the resurrection. I hope I am not alone at BEPC in laughing as much as
possible, when all is well – and even when things get strange.
- Feild

Opportunities To Learn And Grow

Session Review

Faithseekers’ Class
About the Faith Seekers Class: Explore various issues, using music, video and conversation.
Food: Coffee and snacks provided (usually)
Money: Receives an offering for good causes and needs
Time: 9:30 AM
Where: Upstairs in Room 215 (above Feild’s office)

April 2014 Session Review


Approved:
 wedding money for the BEPC Preschool Scholarship Fund.
 baptism of Elizabeth James Ennis, daughter of Jimmy and Lyndsay Ennis,
on April 20, 2014.
 baptism of Eva Grace Causby, daughter of Gordon and Hui Causby, on
August 3, 2014.
 resolution/expression of thanks from Session to Mae Weed of Grandfather
Home for Children, for her ongoing organization of the Community Easter Sunrise Service.
 support of Kairos Prison Ministry through the efforts of Elder Martin MacQueen.



Elected Dick Larson as commissioner to the April 29 meeting of Presbytery at Montreat.



Set a guideline concerning utilization of Wedding monies.



Heard financial reports, including update on Special Offering Fund.



Reviewed committee reports.



Received the resignation of Roland Mullinix as Parish Associate effective April 27.



Called a congregational meeting for the purposes of approving changes to the Manual of Operations, and to hear
a proposal from the Nominating Committee regarding makeup of the Nominating Committee. (see detailed
description in this newsletter)

May 4: Finish Vander Laan Easter series
May 11: Begin Martin Thielen book "The Answer to Bad Religion is Not No Religion"
Preface, introduction and Chapter One
May 18: Thielndbook: Chapters Two and Three
May 25: Thielen book: Chapters Four and Five

Empty Bowls Event
EMPTY BOWLS EVENT
to Benefit Feeding Avery Families, Inc.
Your help is needed with the first annual Empty Bowls Event in Avery County.
This is a united effort by areas churches, Feeding Avery Families, and other
caring people to help STOP HUNGER.
Empty Bowls will be held Saturday, May 17, at Mt. Calvary Baptist Church
in Banner Elk, 12 noon -3 p.m. For your donation, you will receive home-made
soup, bread, dessert and beverage plus a one-of-a-kind bowl made by potters
and art students. The bowl will be yours to keep.
Not only is your presence needed, but a batch of your favorite soup is needed, also. If you can contribute soup and/or if
you are willing to help serve please sign the sheet available in the church reception area or speak to Claire Fortune, our
church’s representative, 898-4950.
Many of our church members already regularly support Feeding Avery Families. Now is an additional opportunity to help
provide assistance to those in need in our area.

Voting Opportunities
Avery County Primary Election
This is just a friendly reminder that Avery County has a Primary Election that takes place on
Tuesday May 6th. The polling places are open from 6:30am until 7:30pm. Exercise your right
to vote! In Avery County the primary is one of the most important elections as the local races
are generally decided in the primary election. If you are not sure where your polling place is
located you may call the Board of Elections in Newland at 733-8282.

Church Directory Updates
Church Directory Information
Work is beginning on an updated version of our church photo directory, and we are asking for
contact information updates from everyone. Even if you think you have no changes, maybe
you'll want to add some additional information, as follows:
Name(s)... Mailing address... Physical address... email address(es)... Home phone... business
phone... cell phone(s)...
For the church records, we would like ALL of the above; if you'd rather some of it did not go in
the directory, please tell us. Please drop your information in the offering plate, or email to the church
(traverd@bepresbyterian.org).
We are doing all of the directory in-house, and will begin taking photos this spring. Our goal is to have the new directory
available Aug. 1, 2014--giving us time to take all the photos of both regular and seasonal members and friends.

Arts Ministry

Habitat for Humanity

Arts Ministry Looking for Volunteers
Arts Ministry: If you have a creative talent; visual or performing arts, writing, reading aloud,
or any other area of the arts, we want you to join us! Contact one of the Arts Ministry Team:
Janet Speer (speerj@lmc.edu), Ed Donnell, Laura Carringer, Barbara Hosbein or Field Russell.

National Women Build Week for Habitat for Humanity
May 8th and May 10th

One of Our Own
Avery County Habitat for Humanity will host “Women Build” Thursday May 8th and Saturday May 10th from 8:30am to
3:30pm. Lunch will be provided. The location is Jennie Jordan’s home located at 3633 Beech Mountain Rd., Elk Park,
NC. Please meet at the worksite at 8:30am for a group orientation.
Potential volunteers should call Melanie Burgin at 828-733-1909 to sign up as an individual or as a group.
There will be a Lowe’s Home Improvement Clinic on Saturday May 3rd from 11am-noon at the Lowes Home Improvement
Store of Banner Elk. This is limited to 10 participants so please call 828-733-1909 to sign up.

USPS Letter Carrier’s Food Drive
Rural Letter Carriers’ Stamp Out Hunger Food Drive - May 10th
Led by letter carriers represented by the National Association of Letter
Carriers (AFL-CIO), with help from rural letter carriers, other postal
employees and other volunteers, the drive has delivered more than one
billion pounds of food the past 20 years.
Carriers collect non-perishable food donations left at mailboxes and in
post offices and deliver them to local community food banks, pantries and
shelters. Nearly 1,500 NALC branches in all 50 states, the District of
Columbia, Puerto Rico, Guam and the Virgin Islands are involved.
USPS and Campbell Soup Company are major supporters. Campbell Soup
earmarked an additional 1 million pounds of canned food to the drive.
Other supporters are AARP, Feeding America, Publix, Valassis/Red Plum,
Cox Target Media and Valpak Direct Marketing Systems, who promote the
drive on 40 million packets delivered to postal customers.
To donate, just place a box or can of non-perishable food next to your
mailbox before your letter carrier delivers mail on Saturday May 10th. The
carrier will do the rest. The food is sorted, and delivered to an area food
bank or pantry, where it is available for needy families.
With more than 50 million people facing hunger every day in America,
including nearly 17 million children, this drive is one way you can help
those in your own city or town who need help.

Cody and Lisa Shook
What a year for the Shook family - Lisa and Cody! They are celebrating two
big events in their lives. First, Cody is receiving his Eagle Scout award May
30th at 7 p.m., at Boone United Methodist Church (and we’re all invited).
And Lisa has recently gotten the happy news that they have been chosen for a
Habitat home through Watauga County Habitat for Humanity, and it will be
built on land they own. No wonder these two members of our church family
have big smiles on their faces. We celebrate with them!
Lisa laughingly admits she’s “done a little bit of everything” during her
interesting life. She grew up in the Foscoe area, then moved to Florida for a while, then used her singing talents to pursue a
career in country music in Nashville before returning home to raise Cody with his grandfather. She’s worked in restaurants,
medical offices, at Mast Store, in real estate, as an electrician, a bartender and as a private investigator. But most of us are
familiar with her helpful assistance at Lowes Home Improvement where she’s been employed for the past seven years.
She began bringing Cody to BEPC when he was a pre-schooler, and they have participated and brightened our church family
ever since.
Cody, who just turned 18, has taken part in all our church activities through the years, with regular Sunday school and church
attendance, Bible school and youth activities. Now that he works at Lowes Foods every weekend, he says he can’t attend
regularly but comes to the Six-o-Five worship service when he can. Scouting has filled much of his time and his mom says it
has taught him hard work and discipline.
Cody began school at Banner Elk Elementary and is now a junior at Watauga High School. He has played the violin and
saxophone and sings rap when not just hanging out with friends. When asked about any future plans, he responded:
“Plan A- to get a degree in music production and open a hip-hop/rap recording studio. Plan B - a culinary career. But at the
moment, he’s concentrating on saving enough money to purchase the white pick-up truck which he showed us on his cell
phone. Such a friendly, responsible guy who we are proud to claim as one of our own.
As no surprise to any who know her, Lisa says, “Cody is my whole world,” and he proudly responds with, “My mom is one
tough lady, and she’s raised me up tough, too.” She explains that she’s taught her son to stand up for himself and to stand up
for others, like kids who are being bullied. “He’s a great kid,” she smiles, and we agree.
Lisa and Cody Shook , a special little family in our midst. We are so happy to celebrate with them and to know we’ve been
part of their lives.
--Tony and Claire Fortune

Milestones

Congregational Meeting

Banner Elk Presbyterian Church
P.O. Box 158 420 College Drive SW Banner Elk, North Carolina 28604
Phone (828) 898-5406 Fax (828) 898-7615
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Diane Rydell
Music Director/Organist

Pastor
Rob Clemmer
Office Administrator

Dedy Traver
Financial Secretary
Shane Paraker
Preschool Director
April 28, 2014

Mae D. Weed
Director of Church Relations
Grandfather Home for Children
P. O. Box 98
Banner Elk, NC 28604

Congregational Meeting May 25th
A congregational meeting has been called by Session for May 25 following 11:00 worship,
for the purpose of approving an amended Manual of Operations for BEPC, including
changes to the Nominating Committee makeup and allowances for electronic voting by
Session in some instances. Our church website, www.bannerelkpresbyterian.org, will have
links to the document and proposed changes. If you would prefer hard copies, church
office staff will make those available upon request.

Maundy Thursday Supper
Maundy Thursday Supper
There were 56 people who enjoyed a different observance of Maundy Thursday this year in the Fellowship Hall, with Mediterranean food served and communion celebrated at each table. Many thanks to Ed Donnell and Janet Speer for their leadership
and preparation, and for many who together made it all happen.

Dear Mae,
On behalf of the Banner Elk Presbyterian Church I wish to express gratitude to you, and to the staff of
Grandfather Home for Children for your invitation to attend, and organization of the Community Easter
Sunrise Service.Your plans made possible a worship service where all persons attending were privileged
to witness the beauty and joy of Easter Sunrise. It is a blessing when Grandfather Home shares this
incredible landscape with the Banner Elk community. I appreciate the early and busy morning of
Grandfather Home staff preparing a wide variety of breakfast foods to be shared with all the Banner Elk
worshipers attending.
Detailed organization was evident as transportation was available to persons needing assistance reaching
the top of the hill, and a bonfire warmed us as a cool breeze surrounded the hillside. As ministers from
all our area churches shared thoughts and music, the sun was rising over Hanging Rock. What an
amazing view of our mountains, the lake, and our neighbors, all surrounding the cross! On Easter
Morning, I appreciate the opportunity to have fellowship with Christian Banner Elk friends and
neighbors who worship in other church congregations.

Avery Co. Habitat for Humanity

I experienced a joyous feeling of God’s love and grace to us through the fellowship of Christians sharing
of this space together.
Thank you
In Christ,

Susan Carter
Susan Carter
Banner Elk Presbyterian Church, Clerk

Email: bepreschurch@skybest.com

Web page: bannerelkpresbyterian.org

Please come Saturday, May 17th at 11am for the Service of Dedication and Blessing at the Winters’ new home in Newland.
Refreshments will be served at the event, and it will be a special time for everyone. If you would like more information on
Habitat for Humanity, call (828) 733-1909 and check their website at www.averycohfh.org.

Church Happenings
High Flying Banners for Sophie!

Around the Church…...

May Birthdays
4
4
5
5
6
10
10
11
12
13
16
19
21
25
25
25
26
27
28
28
28
30

Irv Fryberger
Debbie Strait
Diane Balmer
Tiffany Dicks
Fred Dickerson
Paige Hoffman
Teresa Taylor
Chandler Moeller
Jimmy Ennis, III
Mary Chesnut Smith
Judy Hilsmier
Louise Holshouser
Lee Councill
Pat Polderman
Frances Rouzer
Robert Tatje
Geana Anderson
Marge Persons
Jan Craig
Bill Dicks
Annelise Haizlip
Dick Larson

BEPC Choir

Congratulations to Sophie Banner, whose science fair project won second place in the North
Carolina Science Fair this year, which was held at the North Carolina School for Science and
Math in Durham. Sophie and her partner, Cassie Bailey, tested maitake mushrooms to determine
if the state of the mushrooms (chopped, smashed, whole) when exposed to UV light affected the
amount of vitamin D produced in the mushrooms. These two young ladies worked long and hard
to design and carry out this project and we are proud of you both. Keep up your good work!!

Men’s Choir

Cathy, Jane, and Judy attend
the NOSW Open House

Men’s Choir to Begin Rehearsals
Calling all Men who like to sing and get up early on Sunday Morning. The early service (8:30am)
begins June 1 at BEPC. The men's choir rehearsals for the service will begin on Tuesday, May 13 in
the choir room at 7pm. If you are interested in participating in this group, you may just come to
rehearsal or let Diane Rydell know (898-5343).
Please Note the Change in Rehearsal Days from Mondays to Tuesdays!!

Easter Sunrise Service

Fellowship Luncheon

BEPC New Members

After Church Luncheon - May 18th
Following the morning worship service on Sunday, May
18, there will be a covered dish lunch of salads,
sandwiches and desserts. At the end of our meal,
Martha Garris will give us a brief report on the recent mission trip to Haiti.
There will be a sign-up sheet in the reception area for you to indicate what you will
bring to share. Because we invite visitors to join us at our fellowship meals, please
bring extra portions of food so that those at the end of the line won’t be left out!
Come and join the fun and fellowship at lunch on May 18!

Welcome to Our New Members
New members joined Banner Elk
Presbyterian Church on April 20th.
Contact information is listed in the
box shown below.

Mary & Chuck Dickinson

Bob Pullease with Dorothy

April 9, 2014
Dear Friends,
It certainly was a wonderful party you had to welcome me back to
Banner Elk! I just can't get over what all of you did for me. Oh,
how it warmed my heart and lifted my spirits to be shown such love and concern. I love
all of you! Everything was done so beautifully: the food (so delicious,) the gorgeous
spring time flowers, and most of all the wonderful good fortune to be back with all you
good friends and fellow Christians. I just can’t thank you enough and I will never forget
all the kindnesses in so many ways that my church family has bestowed on me. Best
wishes and God bless you.
Love, Ramona Humphrey

New Members’ Information to Add to Your Directory
Chuck & Mary Dickinson
7858 Mustang Drive
Germantown, TN 38138-5067
Telephone: 901-753-5476
Email: papasusu44@gmail.com
Summer Address:
143 Liberty Lane
Banner Elk, NC 28604

Telephone: 828-898-3653

Bob Pullease
187 Cinnamon Fern Lane
Banner Elk, NC 28604
Telephone: 828-898-8146
Email: bobpullease@skybest.com

31
7:30am Men’s Prayer
Breakfast at
Banner Elk Café
29
9am BEPC Preschool
11:15 am ROMEO’s
Men’s Lunch Group
28
9am BEPC Preschool
10am Comfort Makers
5 pm Handbells
7:30 pm Choir
27
8:30 am Habitat Work
Beech Mtn Rd.
9am BEPC Preschool
26
Memorial Day

25
9:30am SS Classes
11 am Worship
6:05 pm Worship

30
Office Closed

24
7:30am Men’s Prayer
Breakfast at
Banner Elk Café
22
9am BEPC Preschool
11:15 am ROMEO’s
Men’s Lunch Group
21
9am BEPC Preschool
10am Comfort Makers
5 pm Handbells
7:30 pm Choir
20
8:30 am Habitat Work
Beech Mtn Rd.
9am BEPC Preschool
3-5 pm Prayer Shawl
Ministry
19
9am BEPC Preschool
18
9:30am SS Classes
11 am Worship
12n Fellowship Meal
6:05 pm Worship

23
Office Closed

17 7:30am Men’s
Prayer Breakfast at
Banner Elk Café
11am Habitat House
Dedication
12-3pm Empty Bowls
15
9am BEPC Preschool
11:15 am ROMEO’s
Men’s Lunch Group
7:00pm Session
14
9am BEPC Preschool
10am Comfort Makers
12 n JULIETS Lunch
5 pm Handbells
7:30 pm Choir
13
8:30 am Habitat Work
Beech Mtn Rd.
9am BEPC Preschool
12
9am BEPC Preschool
11
9:30am SS Classes
11 am Worship
6:05 pm Worship

16
Office Closed

10
7:30am Men’s Prayer
Breakfast at
Banner Elk Café
8
9am BEPC Preschool
11:15 am ROMEO’s
Men’s Lunch Group
7
9am BEPC Preschool
10am Comfort Makers
5 pm Handbells
7:30 pm Choir
6
8:30 am Habitat Work
Beech Mtn Rd.
9am BEPC Preschool
3-5 pm Prayer Shawl
Ministry
5
9am BEPC Preschool

9
Office Closed

3
7:30am Men’s Prayer
Breakfast at
Banner Elk Café
2
Office Closed

Summer Camp Program Possible!
Spring is here at BEPC Preschool. Last month we had a great time learning the letters T through W. We were even lucky
enough to have a visit from the Easter Bunny, who treated us to a huge Easter egg hunt.
Since we are having so much fun, many of the parents have expressed an interest in a summer
camp program. The program is in the creation process,
as
we speak, and we are still looking for more children to
join the summer program. If you know anyone with
children from the ages of 2 to 5 years old please have
them contact the Preschool Director, Shane Parker, at
910-381-6187. We are trying to start the program on
Monday June 9th. The camp will run until August,
operating Monday through Friday from 9am to 1:00pm.
Please enroll your children. It’s sure to be a summer
filled with fun, learning, and worship.

Mealtrain
Mealtrain Needs Volunteers
We currently have two people on our mealtrain online meal service. If we could get everyone to use this system, we could better
organize when meals go out, pertinent information, etc. Here's the important information.
1. If you are not computer savvy and wish to provide meals, Janet Speer will be glad to take care of it for you.
If you are not signed up, Janet can get you connected to mealtrain.
2. Mealtrain provides the following
A date when you can provide a meal
Information about the food the individual can/can't eat
Phone number for the individual and address where they live
A REMINDER that you have a meal coming up.
Please consider joining this site and making it part of our shepherding program. It will save "double" or no
response to people needing meals. Please contact Janet Speer at speerj@LMC.edu for more information.

Office Closed

1
9am BEPC Preschool
11:15 am ROMEO’s
Men’s Lunch Group

4
9:30am SS Classes
11 am Worship
6:05 pm Worship

Wed
Sun

May 2014

Thu
Tue
Mon

Fri

Sat

Banner Elk Presbyterian Preschool

CPR Class
CPR Training Classes Successful!
March 29, 2014 nine members of our congregation received their
CPR training in our fellowship hall. Thanks for coming out and
learning this important life saving information.
.

