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SUNDAY WORSHIP SERIVCES
8:30 am Worship - traditional
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11:00 am Worship - traditional
6:05 pm Worship - informal

Summer promises to be a very busy time at BEPC, starting with a flurry of
activity in June! It’s not only the addition of our early worship service with the
beloved Men’s Choir…
Looking for service opportunities? We’re “ramping up” a former ministry that
builds ramps for those in need; providing some meals for the New
Opportunities School for Women; and continuing care through our church
Shepherd Program and Mealtrain support.
Looking for fellowship? The ROMEOs (Retried Old Men Eating Out) and
JULIETs (Just Us Ladies Informally Eating Together) enjoy outings every week
and month, respectively. Or if you are Single check out those working to pull
together a weekly gathering over dinner that will include some sort of relaxed
study or discussion. Or just come to our church brunch on June 22nd between
morning worship services.
Do you have children, or are grandchildren visiting? Janet Speer is conducting a
drama camp in the middle of June, and although our Preschool year has come to
a close, we are offering several weekly camps this summer that can be enjoyed
a week at a time for those ages.
Looking for study groups? The Summer Women’s Study Group will start soon.
Some of our men continue to meet Saturday mornings at the BE Café. Or
consider the Sunday morning Faith Seekers’ Class which engages in study,
fellowship and service!
The month of June also holds our Kirkin’ O’ the Tartans worship on June 29 at
the 11:00 service. Our sixOfive “contemporary” worship on Sunday evenings
will be reshaped a bit under the music leadership of Jim Taylor, and some may
want to check it out. And I hope that our summer folk will make a special effort
to meet the new members we have welcomed to BEPC over the last few
months.
Details for almost everything mentioned above can be found in this newsletter.
It’s shaping up to be another great summer in Banner Elk – get involved and
bring a friend!
- Feild

Opportunities To Learn And Grow
Faith Seekers’ Class
About the Faith Seekers Class: Explore various issues, using music, video and conversation.
Food: Coffee and snacks provided (usually)
Money: Receives an offering for good causes and needs
Time: 9:30 AM
Where: Upstairs in Room 215 (above Feild’s office)

Session Review
Thanked Mae Weed for the gracious hosting of our stated meeting by Grandfather Home for Children
Received into Membership:
 Bobby Duke and Mary Ann Davis by Reaffirmation of Faith
 Chris and Larry Zimmer by Reaffirmation of Faith
Approved





Martin Thielen’s The Answer to Bad Religion is not No Religion
If you think the only logical response to bad Christianity is to leave Christianity completely, this book is for you.

In an effort to help those who've been hurt by or turned off by negative religion, Martin Thielen explains that
there is an alternative to abandoning religion: good religion. Thielen uses personal stories to illustrate the dangers
of religion that is judgmental, anti-intellectual, and legalistic. While addressing the growth of the new atheism
movement and the "Nones" (people that have no religious affiliation), this book argues that leaving religion is not
practical, not helpful, and not necessary. Thielen provides counterparts to the characteristics of bad religion,
explaining that good religion is grace-filled, promotes love and forgiveness, and is inclusive and hope-filled.




Heard



Women's Summer Study
When:

Tuesdays at 10:00
Tentative start date: June 10
Where:
Session room, next to the elevator on the sanctuary/office level
Leader:
This summer we are delighted to have as our leader/facilitator the Reverend
Leslie Piper, a retired Presbyterian pastor who recently moved to the area with her husband,
Brant Piper (our Monday Pastoral Counselor) and mother, Ruth Matherne (one of our new
members!). Leslie has preached for us a few months ago and has many years of experience as a teacher and group facilitator
in churches.
Material?:The book Listening for God: Contemporary Literature and the Life of Faith. This study utilizes writings of
such noted authors as Flannery O'Connor, Garrison Keillor, and Frederick Buechner to explore how life and faith merge in
surprising ways and places. We have 15 of these books.

Pentecost Sunday
Pentecost is the commemoration of the descent of the Holy Spirit upon the followers of Jesus.
The Worship Committee, in recognition and celebration of Pentecost, invites you to wear the
color red to Worship Service next Sunday June 8th.

Food, Faith, Fellowship, & Fun
Singles! Tired of cooking for one every night? Join us for food, faith, fellowship and
fun. If there is interest, we will be starting a singles group to share a meal on Tuesday
evenings, with a Bible study, book sharing or other topics of interest to discuss. The
group will decide on the format. If you are interested, please contact Kathy Ward at
305-393-3917 or kathyward610@gmail.com or Sara Brewer at 828-260-2060 or
hicountryabc@skybest.com. We anticipate starting in mid-June.

Hiring of Jim Taylor to provide music leadership for the sixOfive worship
Participation in a 2014 Presbyterian Build with Habitat for Humanity
exploration of a 2015 mission trip to Haiti; detailed plans to be presented for final approval
of such a trip
redoing sidewalks and steps at the front of the church due to deterioration suffered this winter
allowing Yellow Mountain Enterprises to use an upstairs room for storage of auction items during June
sending $250 to Jack’s Creek Presbyterian Church to assist with 2013 flood damage



plans for summer drama camp, preschool camp, and women’s study groups
Mission committee reports regarding Under Six Ministries, relationship with New Opportunity School for Women,
and APPEL acquisition by the YMCA
A report from our commissioner to the April Presbytery of Western North Carolina meeting

Reviewed financial reports
Called a Congregational Meeting for May 25 to address recommendations to alter the Nominating Committee makeup and to
allow for Session email action in certain circumstances.

Congregational Meeting Results
At a meeting of the congregation on May 25, the following was approved:
Item 1:
When deemed appropriate by the Moderator, Session business may be conducted by electronic
means (e.g. email) and considered approved when it results in a unanimous vote from all Session members available to participate at the time the action is needed. In a situation when the
vote is not unanimous, the vote will not carry and the motion will be discussed at the next stated
or called meeting of Session. Written minutes will be reviewed and approved at the Session
meeting following the email action.
Item 2:
The Congregational Nominating Committee shall be composed of six members. Session shall appoint two members, one of
whom shall be an elder currently on the Session and serve as chair of the committee. The second Sessional appointment may be
currently serving on Session or not. Both will serve a one-year term, but may be reappointed for subsequent one-year terms. The
remaining four committee members shall be elected by the congregation, on a staggered basis electing one member each year for
two years, and two elected every third year. All elected members shall be elected for three-year terms. The pastor is a nonvoting
ex-officio member of the committee.

Recent New Members (Continued)

One of Our Own

Anna Russell
After living in Banner Elk for about a year, Anna transferred her membership here from Yorkminster Presbyterian Church, Yorktown, VA.
She had moved here from Mill Spring, NC, after her mother died. Anna has been a very pleasing addition to our Chancel Choir as a soprano,
and occasionally has contributed her beautiful voice as a soloist. She enjoys hiking, horseback riding, and sunbathing, but travel is her favorite activity. Anna has a terrific sense of humor. On the “New Member Information” form, as an explanation for joining the church, she wrote,
“Well, my dad just so happens to be the pastor, so you do the math.” She drew a smiley face underneath.

Bob Pullease
Our church has hit the jackpot with the gifts and experience of new member Bob Pullease. Well known for his talents with the
scroll saw, he enjoys making pictures and ornaments and has produced some beautiful work. He also enjoys fly fishing and fly
tying. Bob retired from AT&T, where he had worked as an Operations Feild Specialist and Technical Logistics Specialist and
lived all over the world. He and his wife Dorothy, who currently serves on our Session, moved here 12 years ago from Greensboro and now live in Crooked Creek.

Welcome, Jim Taylor, New sixOfive Music Director!
Starting June 1, our sixOfive worship will have a new music leader at the helm in Jim Taylor. For the last two
years we have been blessed with a very capable LMC student in this role, but Josh Escamilla graduated last
month and has left the area to pursue a career in the Coast Guard. Jim, who has recently retired from LMC, is
an answer to prayer!
Some will remember Jim as BEPC's choir director from 20+ years ago, but others know him from 30 years of
service to Lees-McRae College, where he has taught classes such as applied voice, directed the college choir
and served as music director for main stage events such as convocation and commencement.
Taylor has performed in numerous musicals with Lees-McRae Summer Theatre as well as concerts and programs in the area.
Taylor is a graduate of Appalachian State University, having earned his bachelor’s degree in Theatre and his master’s degree in
Vocal Performance. He has a lifelong interest in vocal pedagogy and is a long standing member of the National Association of
Teachers of Singing through which he often participates in local and regional events. He recently completed a two-year program
with the School for the Laity/Commissioned Lay Pastors training schools through the Presbytery of Western North Carolina, and
serves as Commissioned Lay Pastor of both Newdale and Grassy Creek Presbyterian Churches near Spruce Pine.

Kirkin’ O’ The Tartan
The 2013 Kirkin’ O’ The Tartans will be held Sunday June 29th at the 11:00 AM worship service. A
Kirkin’ O’ the Tartan is an almost-Scottish American tradition, generally considered a rededication (of
clans and others) to God’s service. While 18th century Scots had to hide their ancient clan tartans in the
Kirk (church), today Scots and those of Scots descent, celebrate both their national and their religious
heritage with a Kirkin’. Presbyterianism has been the state religion of Scotland since 1560, so a church
celebration and blessing of the tartans in our Presbyterian church honors both local and church heritage.
Scots brought the Presbyterian Church to America.
At the beginning of worship, the piper plays from the rear of the church as the Beadle (a church official)
delivers the Bible to the front of the sanctuary. Then the piper processes to the front, and two members of
a color guard deliver the US flag and the flag of St. Andrews’s. Tartan Bearers of the Scottish clans unfurl
their banners and process down the aisles to the swirl of bagpipes. The Tartan Bearers, many wearing
their kilts, place their banners against the front of the church, and are seated. Regular elements of our
service follow, until the end of the hour. At that point, the banners will be retrieved, presented to receive
the official Blessing O’ The Tartans, and recess from the church, again to the sound of the pipes.
BEPC has been fortunate to borrow enough tartan banners from the Grandfather Mountain Highland Games, so anyone who does
not own their tartan banner can choose their tartan and carry it in the Kirkin’. If you have not already let the church office know
of your interest in taking part in the Kirkin’, please call us at 898-5406 and sign up immediately. If you have any questions, you
may talk with any member of the Kirkin’ Committee: Ron McGowan, Rob Clemmer, Beth Johnston, Martin MacQueen, Bob
Pullease, McNair Tornow.

Our Own Leslie Carter…Committed to the Banner Elk Presbyterian Church Legacy
Leslie Carter moved to Banner Elk in 2002 where she became Director for Major Gifts at Lees-McRae College. She has been
a member of our church ever since. She said that the congregation has been very good to her during her 12 years here. She
enjoyed her experience as a member of the Worship Committee and has been deeply moved by the ministry of The Reverend
Feild Russell and the music program by our Director of Music Diane Rydell.
She worked at Lees-McRae College for almost nine years and continues her abiding commitment to the college in various
ways. She believes wholeheartedly that educating students and young people is the greatest gift we can give them. She stated,
“We live in Southern Appalachia, an area of great depth and beauty. We need to make sure that young people here have as
many opportunities as possible.” She loves the history of this area and has an abiding faith and belief in the mission of the
college and all of the efforts in the community which were started by BEPC’s Minister, The Reverend Edgar Tufts over 100
years ago. These efforts, of course, include the college, Grandfather Home for Children and what is now called Cannon
Memorial Hospital.
In addition to being involved in church work as well as working now for Appalachian State University, Leslie’s past board
service includes: Avery County Habitat for Humanity, Avery County Chamber of Commerce, Yellow Mountain Enterprises,
Avery County Humane Society and currently serves on the boards for Preserve America Commission, New Opportunity
School for Women at Lees-McRae College, New Opportunity School for Women Foundation, (as many of us know, The New
Opportunity School for Women was founded by Jane Ellen Baucom Stephenson, a child of this church. Leslie refers to Jane
as her life mentor, a great friend). She also volunteers at The Crossnore School and will soon be a mentor/family resource for
a young girl or boy with no family. Leslie recently started her own fundraising/stewardship consulting company, Pealley
Enterprises, LLC. At the current time, she is serving three clients in Virginia and North Carolina.
Shortly after beginning her work here (Leslie says she was called by God to these Appalachian Mountains), she met the late
Reverend Dr. O’dell Smith, who had retired from the college and was on the Board of Trustees. He became her spiritual
mentor and nicknamed her “Quakerterian.” Leslie is of Scottish heritage, a birthright Presbyterian and a “Quaker fellow
traveler.” Her nickname came from her association with Guilford College, a school with Quaker roots, and the respect she has
for Quaker Testimonies and silence. You see, prior to moving here, she worked for 10 years at Guilford College. Supported
by the Quakers (Religious Society of Friends) and located in Greensboro, North Carolina, Guilford College was founded in
1837. It is the third oldest co-educational institution in the country and the fourth oldest institution of higher learning in North
Carolina.
Before beginning her work at Guilford and after graduating from college, Leslie began her life’s work in sales and marketing
with Engineered Systems, a security company which provided services to commercial businesses, manufacturing plants,
banks, as well as to home owners’ dwellings. Starting with the company in 1978, she would drive approximately 4,000 miles
a month; her territory was Manteo to Murphy!
Leslie grew up in Roanoke, Virginia, where she graduated from Patrick Henry High School. She is a graduate of Elon
College (now Elon University) with a degree in English and Philosophy.
She and her two brothers, one is two years younger (David) and the other seven years younger (Randy) than she, shared the
joy and privilege of caring for their mother, Phyllis, for the last seven years of her life. Phyllis moved here to live with Leslie
in 2012. Her family had many wonderful days together. Phyllis died in the fall of 2013. Leslie expressed what a joy it was to
experience God’s grace through the closeness and love of family and friends during her mother’s year in Banner Elk.
In addition to her brothers, Leslie’s family includes one niece, four nephews, two godchildren and her sweet dog, Alley. Her
beloved brothers, sisters-in-law and two nephews live in Greensboro, North Carolina, one nephew lives in Franklinton, NC.
Her niece and fourth nephew live in Roanoke, VA. Her godchildren are the daughter and son of her best friend from college
and live in Warrenton, Virginia.
- George Anderson

Shepherd Program

Missions
New Opportunities School for Women (NOSW)
Most of you are familiar with the history of the Grandfather Home for Children. You know that it was largely started to deal
with the results of the poverty and lack of opportunity that prevented many families in this region from being able to provide for
their children. Today I wanted to speak about the New Opportunities School for Women at Lees McRae. In spirit it is very
similar to Grandfather Home. Of course, the demographics of the people it serves are different.
In 1987 Jane Stephenson began this program at Berea College in Kentucky. The idea was to provide a select group of women
an opportunity to expand their education and job opportunities, and, thus, improve the social and financial circumstances of their
families. Ten years ago Jane started a similar program here. Here's how it works.
As many as fourteen women who, either grew up here or now call this region home, are recruited. Once accepted, they will
spend three weeks here in an intensive program of education, internship and counseling. This year they will be here from July 6
through July 26. Their time is committed from early morning to late in the evening six and a half days a week. They live in one
of the cottages here. The estimated cost is approximately $4,000 per student, but the women are charged nothing. Of the approximately 80 women who have attended over the past ten years, over 25% have gone on to advanced education. There are
success stories all around us from this program.
So what do they need? Jennie Harpold, their current director, has asked us for help in several areas. We will be providing three
meals during this session, which Donna Dicks is coordinating. Contact her if you can help. These women are, generally, very
lacking in suitable business attire for a job interview or, perhaps, their first week of employment. If some of you ladies have
clothing of that sort that you could do without, they would love to receive such donations. They have built, and maintain, a
wardrobe closet for the ladies.

The Shepherd program was officially constructed in 2007, but BE Presbyterian Church has been
taking care of its congregation for many decades prior. In fact, the genuine concern this church
shows for its flock is one of the things that Bill and I found so attractive when we chose to join this
congregation. Our Shepherd program was developed as a way to better organize the efforts of the
congregation in caring for those in our midst who are in need of comforting. Each month two
volunteers serve as Shepherds, standing by should there be a need for a meal, a card, a phone call, a
visit or any other outreach as suggested by our Pastor. Each Shepherd receives a notebook stocked
with cards for every occasion, guidelines, and contact information,which makes the process simple.
The two Shepherds work as a team to either meet the need themselves, or delegate from a list of volunteers - so you can be a
Shepherd in your bunny slippers! You may say “But I don’t know very many people in our church.” No problem!What better
(and easier) way to get more familiar with the congregation and its needs than volunteering as a Shepherd?
There is a signup sheet on the front counter of the church office and I encourage you to consider taking a turn. Call a friend or
solicit your spouse to serve with you. Ask anyone who has served as a Shepherd and they will tell you this: the rewards of
this service are far greater and more lasting than the effort it takes.
Want more information? Need to borrow my bunny slippers? Call me at 828-737-0576.
- Jane Richardson
And Jesus said, “Feed my sheep.”

BEPC New Members

Finally, as always, they need money. This entire program is funded through donations. Our church designated our Christmas
Eve offering for this, which amounted to $1,541. Without additional donations they have enough funding to get through this
summer, but little more.

Welcome to Our New
M embers!

This is a great program. because these women get an opportunity to work hard, improving their lives and that of their families.
For us it's just another way to keep alive that Sacred Flame. We are the hands of God.

Bobby Duke, Mary Ann Davis,
and Larry and Chris Zimmer
joined BEPC on May 18th.

- Dick Larson

The End and the Beginning - Again
Life is always a circle. For quite a number of years, some of the men of this congregation built
handicap access ramps and other carpentry projects for people who needed but couldn't afford
them. There has been a hiatus in that ministry for the past few years. As evidenced by the picture
below, we are going to start again. At this point we don't anticipate any financial cost to BEPC,
as we will be looking to other agencies to pay for materials. This, of course, could change.
Generally these projects will be in Avery County and take less than a day to complete. At present
our team consists of Coy Franklin, Steve Bender, Bob Powell, Larry Zimmer, Dick Larson and,
perhaps, you. If you think this is a ministry in which you might be interested, please speak to or email one of us. The work can
be hard, but the camaraderie is great and the results very rewarding.

Mealtrain Needs Volunteers
If you haven’t hitched a ride on the Mealtrain, it’s time! In order to provide meals consistently to folks
who need them, we have gone online. Mealtrain.com gives you the information about the person who
needs meals, what foods are best, where they live, a good time to deliver, and lots more. They also give
you a reminder when you signed up to bring a meal. You can also put your menu in so the person
receiving it will know when it is coming and what food they will get to enjoy. Write Janet Speer
speerj@lmc.edu. You can sign up without obligation to bring foods.

Bobby Duke & Mary Ann Davis
351 Silver Springs Drive
Banner Elk, NC 28
Telephone: 585-615-6551
Telephone: 828-898-3853
Email: maryanndav-

Larry & Chris Zimmer
125 Tweetsie Lane
Banner Elk, NC 28604
Telephone: 585-230-4928
585-615-6551
Email: lzimmer3@gmail.com

Recent New Member Profiles
Georgia (Ruth) Matherne
Georgia, better known as Ruth, is a retired Registered Nurse, and comes to us from First Presbyterian in Concord, NC. Ruth was
a member of the choir there and also served as a youth leader. Among her interests and hobbies, she includes travel, knitting and
family. The mother of three grown children, her oldest daughter, Leslie Piper, is an ordained Presbyterian minister. Her
son-in-law, Brant Piper, also an ordained PCUSA minister, is a Christian counselor who sees clients at our church on Mondays.
The Pipers have recently moved to Banner Elk, behind the LMC library.
Lyndsay Hayes and James Walter Ennis, III (and baby Elizabeth James)
When Lyndsay and Jimmy Ennis were introduced to the congregation as new members, Feild announced that their baby was
“coming soon.” Only three days later, “Libby” delighted not only parents but also an aging congregation as our first new baby in
quite some time. The proud new mother works for Attorney Robert Angle in Boone; equally proud dad is a Game Warden with
the NC Wildlife Resources Commission. The couple, from Elizabethtown, NC and Linden, NC, respectively, celebrated three
years of marriage on May 7th. Jimmy enjoys carpentry work, duck hunting, and fishing. Lyndsay enjoys reading, spending time
with family and friends, and activities at the beach. When the couple was asked to list the most interesting place they have lived,
both declared, “Banner Elk.” And Lyndsay added, “of course.”
(Continued on Next Page)

Church Happenings
Brunch June 22nd!

June Birthdays
5
6
8
8
11
12
12
15
15
15
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
24
26
29
29
30

Cathy Richmond
Cathy Upchurch
Jim Diederich
John Prince
Juliana Haizlip
Jim Dick
Alfred Earwood
Luana Anderson
George Gunn
Sandra Moss
Julia Myers
Brenda Eberhart
Maddox Williams
Joel Owen
Anna Russell
Josh Escamilla
Tim Howard
Robert Pullease
Steve Watson
Michael Kirkpatrick
Emma Earwood
Frank Thoubboron

Join us for our covered dish brunch on June 22 in King
Fellowship Hall. We will have a meal together from 9:3010:30am between the two morning services. Bring your
favorite breakfast casserole, hot bread, fruit or other goodies to
share. Because we always welcome our visitors to join us,
please bring a generous sized dish so that everyone (even the
end of the line folks) have plenty to eat! Plan to come for great
food and wonderful fellowship.

J.U.L.I.E.T.S
The JULIETs (Just Us Ladies Informally Eating Together) will
be "uptown" with their June 11 luncheon, a catered deluxe salad
plate at Banner Elk's Best Western Mountain Lodge. Gadabouts
Catering will provide a $10 all-inclusive luncheon, featuring
chicken salad, fruit salad and pasta salad, with sweet potato
biscuits and mini-croissants, tea or water. Dessert will be
available but at extra cost. If you've been to a Gadabouts event (they do lots of
weddings), you know they're great! Please join us at 12:30PM Wednesday--and
reserve a spot by calling or signing up in the church office no later than June 8.

“Meet the Baby”
You are invited to meet Libby Ennis, daughter of Lyndsay and
Jimmy Ennis and child of our church, who was born early this
spring. Please come to a drop-in baby shower on Sunday afternoon,
June 29, anytime between 3 and 5pm. We will gather in the Margaret Tate Parlor on the top floor of the education section, near the
elevator exit. Lyndsay says that Libby is “on no particular napping
schedule, so she may be wide awake all afternoon”…and ready to meet us all!
Drop by to welcome this precious little one into our church family and to congratulate
the new parents.

Church Directory Information
Work is progressing on an updated version of our church photo directory. For those who have
not sent in updated information, now is the time! Even if you think you have no changes, maybe
you'll want to add some additional information, as follows:
Name(s)... Mailing address... Physical address... email address(es)... Home phone... business
phone... cell phone(s)...
For the church records, we would like ALL of the above; if you'd rather some of it did not go in the directory, please tell us.
Please drop your information in the offering plate, or email to the church (traverd@bepresbyterian.org).
We are doing all of the directory in-house, and will begin taking photos this spring. Our goal is to have the new directory
available Aug. 1, 2014--giving us time to take all the photos of both regular and seasonal members and friends.

APPEL
APPEL, the Avery Partnership for People at the End of Life, was formed in 2009, when Hospice of Avery County, Inc. was
purchased by a for-profit organization. For the past five years APPEL has tried to identify areas of concern for our older
citizens, and then develop programs to address and alleviate those concerns. Much of its focus has been an attempt to help
people challenged by physical deterioration remain in their own homes. Unfortunately, continuing to do this as a small,
independent non-profit organization has become increasingly impractical. In order to remain in compliance with IRS
regulations, and secure additional help with these efforts, the Board of Directors of APPEL has agreed to an acquisition by
the YMCA of Avery County. We think this will be a wonderful marriage, allowing the spirit and initiatives of APPEL to
continue and flourish. The transition will be effective on June 1.
I hope our congregation's relationship with and commitment to these causes will remain unchanged. Kay Decherd,
APPEL's former Director of Community Outreach, will be continuing in much the same capacity with the YMCA. I hope
we will continue to take advantage of possible partnership opportunities to assist our older citizens. BEPC had budgeted
$2,000 for APPEL, of which $500 has been disbursed. The remaining $1,500 will be reassigned by the Missions
Committee, with session approval, among our benevolence needs.
- Dick Larson, Chairman, APPEL Board of Directors

Projects of the Faith Seekers
The Faith Seekers Sunday School Class
Banner Elk Presbyterian’s adult Sunday school class (The Faith Seekers) not only engages in study but in service to others.
They incorporate staged readings, poetry, music, art, video, books, and Bible studies. Faith Seekers have enjoyed guest
speakers such as a Russian professor who helped in the understanding of the Russia/Caucuses situation after the Boston
marathon bombing as well as discussions with those who are serving in mission programs, and experts in areas of Bible
studies and faith. Through wide and varied classes over the past few years, the Faith Seekers have traveled to the Holy Land,
Russia, Tanzania, Haiti, Guatemala and China.
Early on, the Faith Seekers came to the conclusion that studies should lead to service. It is not enough to enhance faith
through study, but to also follow through by addressing the needs of others. This dual mission has made the class unique.
Areas of service include a “Mealtrain,” which goes out to those who need a “culinary hug.” Each week, the class sends cards
and offers prayers for healing, comfort and thanksgiving as concerns arise. The collection of a weekly offering has addressed
many needs, including Easter Baskets and a special meal at Makotos Japanese restaurant for Grandfather Home Cottages, the
purchase of a computer and printer for a member with multiple sclerosis, an ongoing gift to a Special Forces organization to
assist veterans, their families and active duty personnel, and support for those currently serving in mission fields. Offering
funds are sometimes designated to help with student scholarships, Avery Project Christmas through Resort Area Ministry
(RAM) and other needs or organizations that the class decides to support.
The makeup of the class includes people of different walks of life, faith backgrounds and varying theological views, yet the
group studies together in a respectful manner, listening and learning from one another. New participants are always welcome
to join the Faith Seekers for a visit, or to become a continuing participant. Have a cup of coffee or tea, some refreshments,
and learn new ideas and participate in service to others. Please join us at 9:30 on Sunday mornings; for more information,
contact Janet Speer at speerj@lmc.edu. We look forward to seeing you at Sunday school!

Faith Seekers Purchase a Freezer
The Faith Seekers class is going to buy a freezer! Lots of times you can easily make extra food that can
be frozen for a good occasion to take it to a shut in. We will be using one freezer to house those foods.
If you have extras after a meal, or just feel like making some extra for others who need it, feel free to
bring the food to our freezer. Please be sure to label the food with a date and cooking instructions.

25
26
9am Preschool Camp 9am Preschool Camp
10am Comfort Makers 11:15 am ROMEO’s
5 pm Handbells
Men’s Lunch Group
7:30 pm Choir
24
9:30 am Habitat Work
9am Preschool Camp
10amWomen’s Study
7pm Men’s Choir
23
9am BEPC Preschool
Summer Camp

30
9am BEPC Preschool
Summer Camp

22
8:30am Worship
9:30am BRUNCH
11 am Worship
6:05 pm Worship

29 Kirkin’ O’ the Tartans
8:30am Worship
9:30am SS Classes
11 am Worship
6:05 pm Worship

28
7:30am Men’s Prayer
Breakfast at
Banner Elk Café
4pm - Wedding

18
9am Preschool Camp
10-12N Drama Camp
10am Comfort Makers
5 pm Handbells
7:30 pm Choir
17 9:30 am Habitat
10-12N Drama Camp
9am Preschool Camp
10amWomen’s Study
3-5 pm Prayer Shawl
7pm Men’s Choir
16
9am BEPC Preschool
Summer Camp
10-12N Drama Camp
15
8:30am Worship
9:30am SS Classes
11 am Worship
6:05 pm Worship

Preschool Ends for the Year - Summer Camp Begins!
The Banner Elk Presbyterian Church Preschool is coming to the end of what has been a
very fun and productive school year. The children have just finished up our craft week
for the letter “Z” which means that they have all finished learning the alphabet. We will
be making shirts for all of the children to congratulate them for learning all of their
letters. The shirts will feature the slogan, “I conquered the Alphabet at BEPC
Preschool.”

27
Office Closed
5pm - Wedding
Rehearsal

21
7:30am Men’s Prayer
Breakfast at
Banner Elk Café

14
7:30am Men’s Prayer
Breakfast at
Banner Elk Café
11
12
13
9am Preschool Camp 9am Preschool Camp Office Closed
10am Comfort Makers 11:15 am ROMEO’s
12 :30pm JULIETS
Men’s Lunch Group
5 pm Handbells
7:30 pm Choir
10
9:30 am Habitat Work
Beech Mtn Rd.
9am Preschool Camp
10amWomen’s Study
7pm Men’s Choir
9
9am BEPC Preschool
Summer Camp
8
8:30am Worship
9:30am SS Classes
11 am Worship
6:05 pm Worship

19
20
9am Preschool Camp Office Closed
10-12N Drama Camp 10-12N Drama Camp
11:15 am ROMEO’s
Men’s Lunch Group
7 pm Session

7
7:30am Men’s Prayer
Breakfast at
Banner Elk Café
6
Office Closed
4
5
9am BEPC Preschool 9am BEPC Preschool
10am Comfort Makers 11:15 am ROMEO’s
5 pm Handbells
Men’s Lunch Group
7:30 pm Choir
3
9:30 am Habitat Work
9am BEPC Preschool
3-5 pm Prayer Shawl
7pm Men’s Choir
2
9am BEPC Preschool
1
8:30am Worship
9:30am SS Classes
11 am Worship
6:05 pm Worship

Sat
Fri
Thu
Wed
Tue
Mon
Sun

June 2014

BEPC Preschool and Summer Camp

Since the school year is coming to a close, we will be holding a graduation ceremony on
June 5th for our four and five year old students. This event will be followed by an all day
party for the kids as a reward for their hard work and cooperation this year. We are sure going to miss our six graduating five
year olds as they take that step up to the big school next year.
While the school year is ending, our summer program is just beginning. The program will begin June 9th and run until August 9th.
This camp is set up for children between the ages of 2 and 6 and offers all sorts of fun, summer activities such as: outdoor play,
arts, crafts and music. The camp will operate every week from 9 A.M. until 1 P.M., Monday through Thursday. Grandparents –
if you have grandchildren here and they would like to attend camp anytime this summer, this is the perfect opportunity. The
price for camp is $70 per week. If you are interested you may contact Shane Parker
through the church office at 898 – 5406, or by calling his cell phone at (910)-381-6187.
As a last note, registration for next school year has begun. If you know anyone who has
children between the ages of 2 and 5, who are looking for a preschool program, please
contact Shane Parker at one of the numbers listed above. Registration forms are available
upon request, and the registration fee is $50.

Children’s Drama Camp
Drama Camp for Children - Six Years Old and Up!
Janet Speer (along with some very talented volunteers) will be leading a drama
camp the week after school closes (June 16-21.) The topic is “The Spiritual
Journeys of Children” and each child will present his or her own spiritual
journey in a program that includes music, acting, poetry, stories and perhaps
dance. Janet will work with your child to discover how best to present his or
her thoughts, and she encourages a parent to come with the child to the first
meeting. Then she will put together the program from the children’s personal
stories. Examples: The story of a grandmother who showed the love of God
by giving to others. This could be a story, a poem, or a song. One might talk
about their memory of being baptized, or the visiting a big church. We will have some children of different faiths and journeys
but the piece will be put together with careful attention to the dignity of the child and the church. Those who are not ready to
perform alone can perform with the group. Janet will help the child and parent in discovering the best experience. This will
be for children ages six years old and up.
Specifics: Before June 16; Janet will make an appointment to talk to the parent/s and child about their presentation. Shortly
after, she will e-mail the information so the child can prepare for Drama Week.
10am-12N Monday June 16 – June 20 at the Banner Elk Presbyterian Church. (Rehearsals and snacks)

