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CHURCH LEADERSHIP & STAFF
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Clerk of Session: Susan Carter
Class 2014
Susan Carter - Personnel
Dick Larson - Missions
Ann Swinkola - Communications

For the Newsletter to be received by the first day of each month, Session has set the deadline
for all submissions to be on or before the 15th of each month (via e-mail or diskette only).
We extend a sincere welcome to everyone to join us for worship and any events you see listed in the newsletter.

From the Pastor….

Class 2015
Allen Clark - Worship
Donna Dicks - Congregational Care
Don Hilsmier - Membership
Class 2016
Martin MacQueen - Membership
Rick Owen - Buildings & Grounds
Dorothy Pullease - Stewardship/Finance
Treasurer: Dr. Ronald L. McGowan
Asst Treasurers: Allen Clark, Rob Clemmer,
Jean Eells, Bruce Pendergast

Church Staff
Rev. Feild Russell, Pastor
Mobile: 757-846-1105
Email: pastor@bannerelkpresbyterian.org
Rob Clemmer, Office Administrator
rob@bannerelkpresbyterian.org
Director of Music: Diane Rydell
stepdiane@yahoo.com
Admin. Assistant: Dedy Traver
dedy@bannerelkpresbyterian.org
Housekeeping: Margaret Trivette
BEPC Preschool: Shane Parker, Director
parkerps@email.appstate.edu
Jim Taylor, sixOfive Music Director
Office Telephone: 828-898-5406

SUNDAY WORSHIP SERIVCES
9:30 am Sunday School
11:00 am Worship - traditional
6:05 pm Worship - informal

As the new year begins, I am reminded of the concept put forth by ancient Greek
philosopher Heraclitus, that the only constant in life is… change.
Some of us not only look forward to change in a new year, but plan for it. We
haven’t been satisfied with something and we make a resolution to do something
differently, or better, in the coming year.
Others of us want nothing more than to hold change at bay, perhaps because so
many elements of life are beyond our control, and we yearn for some areas of life
to just stay the same and be predictable.
Change is, of course, inevitable – even in the church. Yet we can work to
manage change in ways that promote more effective ministry. Some change can
and should be embraced and organized. That’s what we are moving toward in
2015 at BEPC: more student ministry and family ministry, and additional
educational and fellowship opportunities.
The way we will attempt to accomplish this is worth noting. We are drawing
upon the services of two part-time Parish Associates – ordained church
professionals who serve at the request of the Session and Pastor – who bring
experience and passion for these specific ministries. Leslie Piper has already
given us some glimpses of talents in education/facilitation of study groups, while
Ed Donnell has shared some of his flair with education and children through
special classes, puppet ministry, and preschool support. Both have been wellreceived in their preaching and worship leadership when I have been away. You
can read a little more about them in a separate article in this newsletter.
BEPC is blessed to have these gifted individuals right in our midst and willing to
experiment with us in expanding ministries. It allows us, we hope, to have the
best of both worlds when it comes to change. Because these part-time Parish
Associates will be taking the lead with new endeavors (or in some cases, restored
activities, such as ministries with children and youth), other staff will continue to
focus on those things most of us don’t want to see changed. We have the luxury,
in this case, of not having to diminish one effort in order to take on an additional
effort.
(Continued on next page)

Greeting Cards

(Continued ffrom previous page)
We will continue to concentrate on worship, care, and mission work in all the ways we have been. Our music ministry, Comfortmakers and Prayer Shawl ministries, Shepherding, and Session leadership will stay robust. What you might expect to see,
over the next several months, are budding opportunities for young families and their children/youth to engage; growth and
extension into college and young adult mission, making CLUTCH and sixOfive more influential and transformative; a few
more occasions for fellowship, or special events/outings; better organization of our educational/spiritual nurture ministries;
maybe even another study group here or there.
Please keep in mind that these changes will not be immediate in coming. Both Ed and Leslie are being hired for only a limited
number of hours, and there is much to discern and plan before we attempt implementation of certain things. Remember, too,
that most of their work will take place by phone, email, and casual conversation. Neither of them will have formal office space
at the church and therefore will not be found at the church during daytime office hours. The nature of their ministry is quite
limited and the fruit of it will be seen in how well we meet the growing opportunities to minister to the increasing number of
younger families in our midst, and the ever-present college students and young adults in our community.
This is an exciting time in the life of Banner Elk Presbyterian Church. The year of our Lord 2015 holds great promise. Join
me in welcoming Leslie and Ed to our team, praying for them, and being ever ready to step forward when they are looking for
YOU to assist in a vital ministry!

Beautiful Greeting Cards by Our Parishioners and Friends
The Arts Ministry team, in an effort to promote the visual arts, selected the work of four artists (Joan Rhyne, Jerry Olsen,
Ramona Humphrey and Tom Culver) to appear on greeting cards. On the back of each card is a biography of the artist.
The inside is blank. Our main goal is not to make money but to promote our artists in the Banner Elk Presbyterian
community. The cost of a set of 10 cards is $10. The cards will be available in the church office and make excellent
Christmas presents!

Joan Rhyne

Ramona Humphrey

- Feild

Tom Culver

Opportunities To Learn And Grow
Faith Seekers’ Class
About the Faith Seekers Class: Explore various issues, using music, video and conversation.
Food: Coffee and snacks provided (usually)
Money: Receives an offering for good causes and needs
Time: 9:30 AM
Where: Upstairs in Room 215 (above Feild’s office)
January: In January we'll look at the Biblical principles demonstrated in the Andy Griffin Show and Steve
Bender will be teaching the Book of Ruth.

Church Services & Winter Weather
ALERT ! WINTER WEATHER ADVISORY
In the event that weather conditions prevent us from conducting our Sunday morning service of
worship, we will do our best to pass this information on to you. As soon as a decision is made,
we will update our web page (www.bannerelkpresbyterian.org), send out an e-mail, change the
message on the church answering machine and possibly begin a phone tree. Please know that it is
never our desire to cancel a service of worship, but there are times that conditions - such as ice or
power loss - warrant that we take this step to help insure the safety of our members. Please note,
too, that if power is lost it could compromise our ability to follow through with the above plan. In that event,
consider calling Pastor Feild Russell at 757-846-1105 for information.

Jerry Olsen

Feeding Avery Families
Feeding Avery Families
I have been involved with FEEDING AVERY FAMILIES for over seven years now. I must say that it
has been the MOST ENJOYABLE hard work I have ever done. Each day Igo there, there is something
new to learn about caring for folks who need help.
We have seen this project have steady growth in the help we give AND the help we receive from
financial donors and volunteers to help with the work. So many volunteers offer their help on a continual
basis. They come from Banner Elk Presbyterian, Arbordale Presbyterian, Baptist Churches, Catholic
Churches, and various other groups and individuals. At present, we give food away on the fourth
Wednesday of each month. We are now giving away over 550 boxes of food each month. This box includes canned goods,
various pastas, juices and cereal. There is usually an assortment of meat or chicken. During Thanksgiving week, we gave a
16 pound turkey for each family.
We also have a program of sending backpacks filled with food to Banner Elk Elementary for children recognized by officials
as potentially going hungry. this is a challenge that we do with much love and care.
We now feel that there is much more that can be done. We have a desire to change our schedule to give food away twice a
month instead of one day. The only way we can do this is to have more volunteers such as people like you, and more financial
help to purchase more food.
We ask for your thoughts and prayers as we continue this work.
Allen Clark
For Feeding Avery Families

One of Our Own

BEPC Website
Erika Deal
Stay In Touch with BEPC Through Our Updated Website
If you have not visited the Banner Elk Presbyterian website recently, we encourage
you to take a look at www.bannerelkpresbyterian.org. We have made a lot of improvements that will provide you with up to date information.









Listen to recordings of the Anthem, Sermon and Complete Service each
week. (Worship / Service Recordings)
Get the latest updates and information from the weekly bulletin.
(News / Current Highlights)
See a calendar with all BEPC events. Click the event for details. (Calendar)
Confirm your responsibilities for Services each week (Worship / Member Roles)
Learn about our Ministries and Community Activities (Ministries and Community)
See photos from Church events (Photo Gallery)

And much more…..
Please send a message to office@bannerelkpresbyterian.org if you have suggestions.

Imagine an 11-year-old girl watching Adolph Hitler’s
motorcade as he is standing in a car waving at a crowd in
Czechoslovakia. It was 1938. The world was moving
toward what would become World War II. As the war
ended, this same girl now in her teens was ordered, along
with her mother and her five younger siblings to relocate in
the Frankfort, Germany area because the Czech’s did not
want Germans in their country.
Years later this same girl became one of Banner Elk
Presbyterian’s own. Erika Deal and her husband, retired
U.S. Army Command Sergeant Major Harold Deal had
built a home here in 1982. After moving to Banner Elk
permanently in 1996, it didn’t take them long to find BEPC. She explained that Harold had been a lifelong Presbyterian. The
only churches where she grew up were Roman Catholic. Back then the government would take money from people’s pay and
give it to the Catholic Church.
“We liked the mountains here,” Erika said. “and we felt welcome here (BEPC), and we liked the people.” Her husband died in
2005. They had been married 53 years. They met in 1948 and were married in 1951. They met when he was a young soldier
stationed in Frankfort. She explained that back then her husband-to-be was not a sergeant yet, and the United States required
that rank before they would pay expenses to bring a wife to the United States. So they saved their money to pay her way to
America.
With a big smile on her face, she continued with, “Mother came from Germany and stayed with us for six months in 1996. I
have two brothers and one sister in Germany. Another brother lives in Winston Salem; and my sister, who also was a United
States military bride, lives in Georgia.”

Shepherd Program

Our Shepherd Program is gearing up for the new year! This congregation is blessed to have
folks who volunteer to serve as shepherds for a month. This program has been very successful in ministering to those in need of comfort, contact, meals and prayer. The volunteer
notebooks are organized each month, so the necessary jobs are easy to handle. It is a wonderful opportunity to get to know others and to provide loving care for those in need. If
you would like to serve as a shepherd for one month during 2015, please sign up in the
church office area or contact Donna Dicks (898-6667) or Debi Tornow (387-4914).

Recycle!
Recycle those old phone directories! Banner Elk Elementary School is a
collection point for old Skyline telephone books. The school receives 25 cents for each
directory turned in; these funds are then used to purchase library materials. There will be a
collection box in the church office from January 1-March 31, the dates of the recycling
program. Please be good stewards and keep these directories out of our landfills.

Erika reminisced about how we always need to look to Jesus for comfort and help in all situations as she proudly showed
pictures of the beautifully dignified and moving ceremony leading to her husband’s burial at Arlington National Cemetery.
Erika expressed her strong belief in families being close knit and never losing contact with each other, if at all possible, no
matter what the circumstances. It was very difficult during the war for almost everyone, especially toward the end when Hitler,
still determined to rule the world, took as much as he could from everyone to continue the war. All through World War II, she
said everything was rationed. There was not much food, and you had to get written authorization to buy shoes. When her
family was forcibly moved to Germany from Czechoslovakia, she remembered that a farmer was forced by the government to
provide the upstairs of his home to them. He did not want them because he wanted a man to help him with farm work. He tried
to turn them away, but the government forced him to take them in, and her mother worked in the fields. Toward the end of the
war, German soldiers had “nothing,” she said, “And the German Army was finished.” She remembers the sky being covered
with airplanes with their engines roaring as they created terrible destruction by bombing the cities and countryside, and she
recalls one bomb exploding too close for comfort. Of course, since she has been in America, she enjoys the freedom and
opportunities offered by our great country.
Smiling, she explained the joy she receives from being involved with the Comfortmakers, a group of ladies in our church who
meet to make quilts for groups such as Grandfather Home for Children, and new home owners who have received help from
Habitat for Humanity for the construction of their homes. Erika is also in the Prayer Shawl Knitting Group that makes prayer
shawls, and other members of the group say that Erika makes particularly gorgeous prayer shawls.
A very family oriented great grandmother, Erika is extremely proud of her family. She has four grown children, seven
grandchildren and three great grandchildren. The picture accompanying this write up shows Erika in front with (left to right)
her children John, Loretta, Mark and Larry. Her daughter served in the Army Reserve. Mark served for four years and Larry
retired from the service after 32 years in the /Army. She also has a granddaughter who has served 20 years in the Air Force.
George Anderson

Time for a Change Diaper Program
As we begin a new year, let us remember the little ones who will always need our help. We will
need to provide formula for infants and diapers (sizes 2 through 5). We will not need diapers for
newborns. If you prefer not to shop, you can make a donation to "It's Time for a Change" and we
will shop for the above items for you. Janet Milsaps is always so appreciative when these items are
delivered to RAM. Remember, you can make a difference in the life of a little one. Thanks for
your support to this ministry. If you have questions, please call Carolyn Jones at 733-6902.

Around The Church
Hanging of the Greens

Chrismon Ornaments
Many Thanks to Bob Pulliease
Once again, Bob Pullease has created another beautiful Chrismon ornament that was
placed on the tree in the sanctuary. We appreciate so much the time and effort it
takes to craft these lovely ornaments.
If you are interested in learning more about the Chrismon ornaments, there are copies
of an information sheet which gives detailed information. These can be found in the
church reception area
Thank you again, Bob, for taking time to do this. We look forward to seeing the 2015
Chrismon ornament!

A Note from Edgar Tufts
Dec. 7, 2014
Dear Friends in Christ,
Seventy-three years back I was living in Banner Elk. I remember this day, the afternoon when my
mother came to my room and told me of the Pearl Harbor attach; since then so many events have
taken place, the world has changed, this country has stumbled, LMC has grown, B.E. has grown,
many loved ones have entered eternal rest. It is satisfying and reassuring that BEPC remains strong
to its mission of serving the mountain people and those who visit “heaven on earth”, B.E.
My best wishes to you (all) for a Blessed Christmas and a New Year that will see peace.
Sincerely,
Edgar Tufts

The ROMEOS Out to Lunch
Children Singing at BEPC Christmas Eve Service

Parish Associates

Church Happenings
JULIETS
The JULIETS enjoyed a delightful Christmas
luncheon and cookie sharing at the Best
Western on December10th.

January Birthdays
1
1
4
5
5
8
9
10
10
10
11
15
17
17
19
21
21
24
25
25
27
27
28
28
29

John Brabson
Nitzy Waters
Lise Haizlip
Beth Johnston
Bill Richardson
Lyndsay Ennis
Janet Speer
Marlyn Vergara
Ron Mason
Steve Samples
Erika Deal
Sara Brewer
Adrian Julian
Lindsey Henley
Jeremiah West
Martha Garris
Lee Bean
Serena Smith
Amanda Carringer
Carrie Moeller
Tom Haizlip
Dorothy Pullease
Chuck Dickinson
Lori Williams
Eugene Norris

Cam Rahn Bay, the Vietnamese-Japanese restaurant across from the Best Western , will be
our destination for lunch at 12:30 on Wednesday, January 14th. Please feel free to bring a
guest.
Make your reservation at the church or call Marge Bailey (387-4628).
Hope to see you there!

.

Two New Parish Associates…!

Young adults, families with children, active groups with
church members of all ages - these have been dreams in
Banner Elk Presbyterian Church for many years…
Now, thanks to increased member giving and an
expanded church budget, an “if you build it, they will come”
notion has two new sets of boots on the ground, working to
make the dreams real. Ed Donnell and Leslie Piper have
agreed to accept positions as new Parish Associates, with
talents and goals especially geared to these dream fields.
“This gives us experienced people with particular gifts willing to let us use them to do something extra that we can and do need,”
Pastor Feild Russell noted, in describing the opportunity to do more to provide ministry “to and with younger adults and children.”

The Stories of Advent
During the Sundays of Advent as the Advent candles
were lighted, several people shared stories that pertained
to hope, peace, love and joy. There have been some
requests to have copies of these stories. These stories
have been compiled and printed. There are copies on
the counter in the reception area of the church offices.

Leslie’s stated goal is “to develop programming for young adults at Banner Elk Presbyterian Church,” and Ed’s goal is to assist
us “in becoming a more multigenerational congregation.” Neither new Associate has an office at the church, and they probably
won’t be found in the church on a regular basis
.
They’ll be out doing things with small groups, according to Feild, with Leslie concentrating on education involving young adults,
and Ed concentrating on families and young children. Both have already been doing much of this sort of work, Feild noted, and
both will occasionally preach and be involved in regular church services.
“We seem to have been drawing younger families lately,” Feild noted, and having the two new Parish Associates hopefully will
continue “to broaden the look of this church family.”
If we build it, more will come. And if we all help to make it so!
Ann Swinkola

Faith Seekers Freezer Campaign
Freezer Campaign has become a wonderful outreach.
Please know that if you are visiting someone and wish to pick
up a meal from the freezer, that's what they are for. The meals
are not "assigned" and you can take one at any time. The
freezer is located in the utility room in the back corner of the
Fellowship Hall.

From the Church Staff
Many Thanks!

Art in the Sanctuary
Starting in January, we will be displaying a painting by one of
our artist/parishioner. Associated with the painting will be a Biblical scripture that helps us reflect and worship in a new and effective way.

We wish to thank the members and friends of BEPC who have established such a
wonderful work environment and who continue to bless us with encouragement,
support, and prayers. A special thank you for the Christmas gift presented to each
of us through the Personnel Committee, and for the delightful luncheon hosted for
us by them recently. We give thanks to God for such a loving congregation!
Rob Clemmer, Diane Rydell, Feild Russell,
Jim Taylor, Dedy Traver, Margaret Trivette

27
28
29
9am BEPC Preschool 9am BEPC Preschool 9am BEPC Preschool
9:30 am Habitat Work 10am Comfort Makers 11:15 am ROMEO’s
4:30pm Handbells
Men’s Lunch Group
7:30 pm Choir

26
9am BEPC Preschool

25
9:30am SS Classes
11 am Worshipv
6:05 pm Worship

22
9am BEPC Preschool
11:15 am ROMEO’s
Men’s Lunch Group
2:00pm Session

20
9am BEPC Preschool
9:30 am Habitat Work
10amWomen’s Study
3-5pm Prayer Shawl

19
9am BEPC Preschool

18
9:30am SS Classes
11 am Worshipv
6:05 pm Worship

21
9am BEPC Preschool
10am Comfort Makers
4:30pm Handbells
7:30 pm Choir

13
14
15
9am BEPC Preschool 9am BEPC Preschool 9am BEPC Preschool
9:30 am Habitat Work 10am Comfort Makers 11:15 am ROMEO’s
1230pm JULIETS
Men’s Lunch Group
4:30pm Handbells
7:30 pm Choir

12
9am BEPC Preschool

1
NEW YEAR’S DAY
OFFICE CLOSED

Thu

7
8
9am BEPC Preschool 9am BEPC Preschool
10am Comfort Makers 11:15 am ROMEO’s
4:30pm Handbells
Men’s Lunch Group
7:30 pm Choir

Wed

11
9:30am SS Classes
11 am Worshipv
6:05 pm Worship

Tue

5
6
\9am BEPC Preschool 9am BEPC Preschool
9:30 am Habitat Work
10amWomen’s Study
3-5pm Prayer Shawl

Mon

4
9:30am SS Classes
11 am Worshipv
6:05 pm Worship

Sun

January 2015

30
Office Closed

23
Office Closed

16
Office Closed

9
Office Closed

2
Office Closed

Fri

31
7:30am Men’s Prayer
Breakfast at
Banner Elk Café

24
7:30am Men’s Prayer
Breakfast at
Banner Elk Café

17
7:30am Men’s Prayer
Breakfast at
Banner Elk Café

107:30am Men’s
Prayer Breakfast at
Banner Elk Café

3
7:30am Men’s Prayer
Breakfast at
Banner Elk Café

Sat

BEPC Preschool
Greetings from The Preschool!

Hello all from The Banner Elk Presbyterian Church Preschool. It’s hard to believe we’re nearly halfway through the school
year, but you can tell the kids have come a long way since the first day of school. Here’s a little update on what the kids
have been up to. The two year old class has been working to master all of their color recognition. The three year old class
has focused on learning their letter sounds and have made it all the way to the letter “m”. The three year olds have also
been learning how to write their letters. At the same time, the four year old class has unbelievably been learning how to
read some three and four letter words.
Regarding activities at the preschool, the kids sang at church on December 7th. We would like to say thank you to the
church for having us that morning as the kids had a great time. On December 18th, we had our Christmas Party for the kids.
We had an awesome time and the kids really enjoyed yours truly dressing up as Santa Claus.
I would like to once again say thank you to the church members for all they do for the preschool. I hope you all have a
very happy New Year!

Santa Claus comes to BEPC
Preschool! The children
wonder why Santa is so skinny!

