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PHONE: (828) 898-5406
WEB PAGE: www.bannerelkpresbyterian.org

FAX: (828) 898-7615
EMAIL: bepreschurch@skybest.com

Office Hours: Monday - Thursday 8:30 am - 2:00 pm

CHURCH LEADERSHIP & STAFF
Moderator: Rev. Feild Russell
Clerk of Session: Susan Carter
Class 2014
Susan Carter - Personnel
Dick Larson - Missions
Ann Swinkola - Communications

For the Newsletter to be received by the first day of each month, Session has set the deadline
for all submissions to be on or before the 15th of each month (via e-mail or diskette only).
We extend a sincere welcome to everyone to join us for worship and any events you see listed in the newsletter.

Class 2015
Allen Clark - Worship
Donna Dicks - Congregational Care
Don Hilsmier - Outreach
Class 2016
Martin MacQueen - Outreach
Rick Owen - Buildings & Grounds
Dorothy Pullease - Stewardship/Finance
Treasurer: Dr. Ronald L. McGowan
Asst Treasurers: Allen Clark, Rob
Clemmer, Jean Eells, Bruce Pendergast

Church Staff
Rev. Feild Russell, Pastor
Mobile: 757-846-1105
Email: pastor@bepresbyterian.org
Rev. Roland Mullinix, Parrish Associate
Mobile: 828-387-0059
Rob Clemmer, Office Administrator
clemmerr@bepresbyterian.org
Director of Music: Diane Rydell
stepdiane@yahoo.com
Admin. Assistant: Dedy Traver
traverd@bepresbyterian.org
Housekeeping: Margaret Trivette
BEPC Preschool: Amy Pepin, Director
mtngoat@skybest.com
Office Telephone: 828-898-5406

SUNDAY WORSHIP SERIVCES
9:30 am Sunday School
11:00 am Worship - traditional
6:05 pm Worship - informal

From The Pastor….
It’s hard to know where to start a report on a year with so many positives for BEPC.
Worship? Stewardship? Mission?
Why not worship? Our members and friends have been faithful and vigorous in
worship, whether the early, middle, or late service. A talented and steady hand guides
our fine music program, and the other committed musicians who make our worship
services so meaningful are too many to name. A new Worship Arts subcommittee
got its start in December with a poignant contribution to the Christmas Eve services,
and we will benefit from their creativity into 2014 and beyond. Our various worship
offerings are a blessing not only to our members and friends but to many seasonal
visitors who express appreciation to us for what we provide.
Stewardship has been remarkable in 2013. We received almost exactly what we
expected in general fund giving for the year, but that is not the big story. Through the
careful and patient planning of a special task force and generous giving of our
members and friends, we completed a renovation of our kitchen, fellowship hall and
bathrooms that was well overdue. An anonymous donor paid off the remaining debt
on our former mortgage, and the capital campaign was a success. Church finances
overall were strong enough to borrow from our own restricted funds, rather than
incur interest from a bank, and fulfillment of capital campaign pledges will restore
those funds this year and next.
And mission? Many groups, both inside and outside BEPC, have already enjoyed the
newly spruced up space downstairs. We joined with other local PCUSA churches to
build a Habitat for Humanity Presbyterian House. We continue to improve relations
with Lees-McRae College, and to visit our partner church in Guatemala. We provide
education/fellowship/encouragement for LMC students and a cottage from
Grandfather Home for Children (and have enjoyed celebrating with GHC during
their centennial year). Our quilters persevere with their compassionate creations, and
now a new group has formed to knit prayer shawls to give to those most in need.
Our mission committee has compiled a document detailing the ways BEPC is
involved in mission, both hands-on and financially. I hope all will take a good look at
it to better understand the degree to which we impact the community and world. And
that doesn’t even count the enormous amount of unselfish giving that goes into
special offerings, supports our own Ben Garris in his seminary studies, and helps
many in our community through the Pastor’s Discretionary Fund, administered by
Rob Clemmer.
(continued on next page)

Session News
( From the Pastor ..continued from Page 1)
Speaking of staff, we are blessed to have such a talented pool serving this congregation. Each offers excellence to us through their
work, and it was a special joy to have Roland Mullinix return to us as Parish Associate following a brief time away in the early
Fall. Also notable is the way members of the church stepped right in to take up the slack when Rob Clemmer was out due to heart
surgery. That is a prime example of the kind of disciples we have in this church. Which leads me to…
…if I had to define the year and congregation with just one example, I would have to go back to the capacity to love and care for
one another. I offer myself as exhibit A. Rather than permit me to drift off or limp through a weak completion of my duties as
Interim, you surrounded me during my family’s intense time of need and refused to let me collapse. The love and grace extended
to your pastor during the last year is the best indicator of the health of the Banner Elk Presbyterian Church – something that has
not been reserved for me alone, but is poured out toward many both within and outside our fellowship.
All glory be to God through our Lord Jesus Christ!
- T. Feild Russell

Opportunities To Learn And Grow
Faithseekers’ Class

January Session Review
Approved
 Wedding of Kristan Leigh Slabaugh and Jonathan Richard Beatty of Ohio on March 8, 2014, at 1:00 p.m.,
officiated by Roland Mullinix.
 Special offering for the “Souperbowl of Caring” on February 2, 2014.



Hosting of a CPR class in the Fellowship Hall on February 15, 2014, at 9:00 a.m.



Participation in “Empty Bowl” mission event on May 17, 2014, with other local churches to raise money for
hunger relief, hosted at Mt. Calvary Baptist Church.



Jane Richardson as BEPC commissioner to Presbytery for the July 29 meeting in Swannanoa.



Pastor’s quarterly weekend off for February 28 – March 2



Leslie Piper as Pulpit Supply for March 2.



Communion Dates for 2014 as first Sunday of each month, Maundy Thursday, and Christmas Eve.



A general letter to the congregation (from the Team) explaining and promoting the Haiti Mission Trip



Plans of Worship Arts Team as follows:

About the Faith Seekers Class: Explore various issues, using music, video and conversation.
Food: Coffee and snacks provided (usually)
Money: Receives an offering for good causes and needs
Time: 9:30 AM
Where: Upstairs in Room 215 (above Feild’s office)
The February Study will be The Great Divorce by CS Lewis. C.S. Lewis’ The Great Divorce is a classic Christian
allegorical tale about a bus ride from hell to heaven. An extraordinary meditation upon good and evil, grace and judgment, Lewis’s
revolutionary idea in the The Great Divorce is that the gates of Hell are locked from the inside. Using his extraordinary descriptive
powers, Lewis’ The Great Divorce will change the way we think about good and evil.

Opportunities To Learn And Grow
Curious About Banner Elk Presbyterian Church?
Wondering How Things Work Here?
Considering Church Membership?
Come to the Inquirer’s Gathering on Sunday, February 23, immediately following worship. A light lunch will be provided, and Feild
Russell will amaze you with pearls of wisdom and riveting facts about Reformed theology and Presbyterian government. Okay, that’s
a stretch, but the intent is that those in attendance will better understand how and why this congregation goes about the business of
being Christ’s disciples. Questions are welcome – it’s an “Inquirer’s Class!”
Anyone is welcome, but it will be most helpful to know if you are coming so we can have the right amount of food available. Send an
email to pastor@bepresbyterian.org or call the church office. We will meet in the Session room; plan on about two hours, including
lunch.



Move Ash Wednesday service to noon, with opportunity provided after the service for anyone to
come to the sanctuary until 3:00 p.m. to receive imposition of ashes



Approve concept of a Palm/Passion Sunday (April 13) drama during worship as the main
proclamation of the Word



Approve holding the Maundy Thursday service earlier (maybe 5:30) in the Fellowship Hall with a
meal and communion around each table.



Approve a musical/drama for Pentecost Sunday, June 8, as a culmination of a “VBS” style week of
instruction/preparation for children and youth ages K-12. Janet Speer will lead.

Adopted:
 BEPC Mission Trip Protocol and BEPC Mission Trip Waiver of Liability Form documents



A proposal from the Nominating Committee to present to the Congregation changing the number of members
on the Nominating Committee and the manner in which they are elected. (this will be brought before the
congregation as a motion at its annual meeting on February 9)

Heard:




Of the resignation of the Preschool’s Director, and plans of the Preschool Board to find a replacement.
Positive reports from the Treasurer concerning 2013 giving and year end balance.

Appointed a task force to further examine necessary internet/phone upgrades, with the authority to act on proposals.
Tabled a motion to partner with the Red Cross as an emergency shelter during disasters, pending additional
information to be brought to the February Session meeting.

One of Our Own

Haiti Mission
Hope for Haiti March 7-16, 2014
We have finalized the team of seven. Going from our church are Martha & Will Garris, Vincent Preteroti and Ron
Deford. We are asking for you to prayerfully consider making an end of the year donation towards our trip. The cost is
$5,653.24 for the four of us and since we already had $2,182.52 in the Haiti fund, we only need to raise $3,470.72. We
are supplying materials to finish building a church, painting it and will lay a concrete slab. Nurses Carl Griewisch and
Martha will also treat the children for worms and give out vitamins and arthritis meds to the older folks in the village
of Cotes de Fer. There is no electricity or running water so we will be roughing it and need your prayers. Any checks
Sent to the church need to be marked with "Haiti Mission" in the memo area. Thanks for your prayers and support!

Heart Saver CPR Class
CPR Class

Ben Garris
Ben Garris, a child of this church, is currently
in seminary training at Union Presbyterian
Seminary in Richmond, Virginia. He has now
completed eighteen months of study, with
another eighteen months “to go”. After
graduation in the spring of 2015, he will
complete a twelve-week Chaplaincy School at
Ft. Jackson.
Ben is not sure if he will be able to go directly
on active duty or if he will serve in the Navy
Reserves for a few years. If he is in the
reserves, he plans to work at a church or in a
hospital chaplaincy program until he goes on
active duty.
If you attended worship services on
Dec. 29, you heard Ben preach a
wonderful sermon to us “home folks”.

Heartsaver CPR Class will be on Feb. 15 at 9am in the fellowship hall. The class is $7 and a card
will be issued to those completing the class. We need a basic count of the number of folks interested
so Martha Garris can have books and materials for everyone. Call the church office or sign up in the
office ASAP. Call Martha Garris for questions at 898-4785.

Ben Garris, far right, at a recent ceremony for the first three Chaplain
Candidates to complete the Direct Officer Indoctrination Course.

Milestones
Bill Kennedy Takes to the Slopes!
Feild
Russell Elected to
Board of Trustees
for Lees-McRae
College

Thank You….

Outgoing Session Members
The outgoing class of elders was honored at our
fellowship meal on January 12. Laura
Carringer, Susan McManus and Bill Tate were
recognized for their faithful service on session
for the past three years. Each one received a
small gift as appreciation from the congregation
for their leadership and dedication.
Thank you again!

Bill Kennedy at age 84 with his 16-month
old granddaughter, Faith, take to the slopes
at Beech Mountain.

We are pleased to
announce that Rev.
Field Russell has been
elected to serve as a
Trustee of Lees- McRae College which is certainly a
tribute to and an affirmation of Field and his talents, and,
as importantly, reflects well upon our Church and its
interconnectedness and relationship with the College.
Congratulations, Feild!

Food for Thought
Are You Waiting To Be Called?
Back when the telegraph was the fastest method of long-distance communication, a young man
applied for a job as a Morse Code operator. Answering an ad in the newspaper, he went to the
office address that was listed. When he arrived, he entered a large, busy office filled with noise
and clatter, including the sound of the telegraph in the background. A sign on the receptionist's
counter instructed job applicants to fill out a form and wait until they were summoned to enter
the inner office.
The young man filled out his form and sat down with the seven other applicants in the waiting
area. After a few minutes, the young man stood up, crossed the room to the door of the inner
office, and walked right in. Naturally the other applicants perked up, wondering what was going
on. They muttered among themselves that they hadn't heard any summons yet. They assumed
that the young man who went into the office made a mistake and would be disqualified.
Within a few minutes, however, the employer escorted the young man out of the office and said to the other applicants,
"Gentlemen, thank you very much for coming, but the job has just been filled." The other applicants began grumbling to each
other, and one spoke up saying, "Wait a minute, I don't understand. He was the last to come in, and we never even got a
chance to be interviewed. Yet he got the job. That's not fair!"
The employer said, "I'm sorry, but the last several minutes while you've been sitting here, the telegraph has been ticking out
the following message in Morse Code: 'If you understand this message, then come right in. The job is yours.' None of you
heard it or understood it. This young man did. The job is his."
We are so busy living in a world that is full of noise and clatter, like that office. People are distracted and unable to hear the
still, small voice of God as He speaks in creation, in the Scriptures, and in the life and work of Jesus Christ. So I ask you, as I
ask myself, "Are you listening, or are you waiting to be called? Do you hear the Lord when he speaks to you?
-- Author Unknown

Avery Senior Center
A Service to Avery County Seniors
The Avery County Senior Center is in need of volunteers to help deliver Home Delivered Meals on
several routes and on various days. The current openings are:
Newland on Tuesdays
19-E on Fridays;
Elk Park on Monday, Tuesday, Thursday
Beech Mountain drop-off on Fridays
If you are able to help with this program regularly, please contact Judy Young at the Senior Center (828-733-8220). For
experiential information, you may wish to talk to E.C. Newman, El Wilson or Sarah Manning.

New Opportunity for School for Women
New Opportunity School For Women
An Agent of Change for Appalachian Women
Over seven hundred low-income, undereducated Appalachian women have graduated from the New Opportunity School for
Women over the last 26 years since the birth of the program in Berea, KY in 1987. Ten years ago the NOSW expanded to
Banner Elk through Lees-McRae College, where a three-week session is held each summer for ten to fourteen women who want
to make a positive change for themselves and their families. More than 80% of them have had family incomes of less than
$10,000 a year.
This year, the offering received at the Christmas Eve services was approved by Session to go in its entirety to help cover
expenses related to the school, such as transportation, books, meals, housing, and child care. The amount received was
$1,541.00! NOSW was so happy to receive such a generous amount. Thank you all who contributed to this project.
If you would like to sponsor a woman for an entire session ($4200) or provide a continuing education scholarship, please
contact Director Jennie Harpold at harpoldj@lmc.edu or 828-898-8905.

Preschool - Help Wanted!
Director/Teacher Needed for Preschool Program
Our preschool director/teacher has resigned and we need your help to find a replacement. We are
looking for a warm and loving person who plays well with others, is organized and communicates
well. Early childhood education/experience preferred. Please help us spread the word and
interested candidates can call church office or
Cathy Richmond (898-9019) for further details.

Souper Bowl Sunday
"Souperbowl" of Caring
Join our young people, and help fight hunger. For the past 23 years, young people across this
country have been collecting food and money on Super Bowl Sunday to help those in need.
So far over 90 million dollars has been raised, roughly ten million each of the past two years.
Our church has participated for the past several years, with all proceeds going to RAM. This
is a great program. In conjunction with worship on Feb. 2, some of our Clutch students will
be in each narthex collecting non-perishable foodstuff and cash. The food will be taken
directly to RAM. The cash, once totaled, will be matched dollar for dollar by Presbytery,
with the result forwarded to RAM by the end of the month. Last year we had 76 items of
food and $975 in cash. Can we improve upon that this year?!

Recycle and Organize!

Church Happenings
FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS
1
2
4
4
6
7
13
14
15
16
17
18
21
22
23
23
25
25
26
26
26
28

David Nixon
Phyllis Clemmer
Bill Kennedy
Chris Kirkpatrick
Michael Pittman
Ashley Smith
Cynthia Watson
Iris Garland
Emily Garrett
Joseph Washburn
Corinne Causby
Lisa Shook
Sam Stapleton
Donna Bender
Carolyn West
Susan West
Rick Garrett
Bruce Pendergast
John Balmer
Amanda Vergara
Field Russell
Tom Phillips

Annual Meeting and Fellowship Meal
We will hold our congregation’s annual meeting on Feb. 9 in
conjunction with the fellowship meal following the morning
worship service. Please plan to bring soup, salads, sandwiches or
dessert to share (sign-up sheets in the office area). We will “meet
and eat” at the same time!
Business to be conducted at this meeting includes the approval of the Pastor's terms
of call for 2014 and a motion from the Session to alter the Congregational
Nominating Committee makeup and selection process as follows:
The Congregational Nominating Committee shall be composed of six
members. Session shall appoint two members, one an elder presently on Session
to serve as chair of the committee. The second Sessional appointment may be
presently serving on Session or not. Both will serve a one-year term, but may be
reappointed for subsequent one-year terms. The remaining four committee
members shall be elected by the congregation, on a staggered basis electing one
member each year for two years, and two elected every third year. All elected
members shall be elected for three-year terms. The pastor is a nonvoting
ex-officio member of the committee.” Details will be maintained with the
Nominating Committee listing the pattern of persons who will currently serve each
class and spaces to be filled by newly elected members.
Copies of the 2013 annual report will be available on February 2 so they can be read
at leisure and ahead of time, and the proposed Pastor's terms of
call, along with the Session-approved 2014 budget, should also be
available then. While we will not be giving detailed oral reports
during the meeting, opportunity will be given for questions. Pick
up a copy of the materials and plan to come share in both the
fellowship and the business of your church!

Got Photos - Will Organize!
If you have any photos of church
activities, either recent or from
years past, we’d like to have them
to organize and keep for future
times. If possible, please put
names and dates on the back of
each item and leave them on the reception desk in
the office. Several people will be working on these
as a good indoor winter project. Thanks for your
help in preserving these memories.

Recycle Old Telephone
Directories
Old Skyline Telephone
books can be recycled
through Banner Elk Elementary School. The library receives
25 cents for each directory turned in, plus it reduces the
amount of paper going to our limited landfill space. There will
be a collection box in the church office for you to drop off
your old directories from now until March 31.

Open House
Tuesday, February 18, from 4:30 - 8:30 p.m.
At Feild and Anna Russell's condo, 7978 Hickory Nut Gap Road, #3 next to the Banner House. Please consider carpooling and park in the
Athletic Center lot on the side nearest the gray Meadow View condos.
Drop by and see what so many of you helped to make a reality and
celebrate with the Russells their (mostly) finished living
space. Light refreshments provided.

Winter Retreat
Feeding Avery Families
Feeding Avery Families is always in
need of volunteers to help with
packing and distributing food.
Anyone wishing to help with packing and distributing
the food, FAF will pack on Wednesday Feb.19th at 9:00
AM and distribute the following Wednesday Feb. 26th
beginning at 8:30 AM until 1:00 PM.
They will receive a truck on Thursday Feb. 13th and
Thursday Feb.27th. The truck usually arrives around 10:00
AM give or take 30 minutes.

If you can help set up please come around 8:30am. For
more information call John Cox at 828-260-6043.

FLOWERS FOR WORSHIP
Are you interested in sharing flowers for
Sunday Worship? The church has a
Flower Calendar located in the hallway
near the nursery for individuals who
would like to sign up to provide
flowers. The flowers can be cut flowers or artificial ones. You
can indicate with a note placed in the church bulletin that the
flowers are in honor of a loved one on the occasion of a
birthday or anniversary. The flowers can be designated in
memory of a loved one or special occasion.
Sign on the flower calendar and let the church office know what
you wish to be placed in the church bulletin.
If anyone wants to "learn" how to arrange flowers or would
like help with it please contact Deka Tate - she will be happy to
help you. You may call her at 898-9203.

Looking for a Winter Break? Something to lift your spirit?

Come to the Presbytery of Western North Carolina Spiritual Retreat February 28 – March 1! Only $40 (double occupancy
room) includes an overnight at Assembly Inn at Montreat, 3 meals, program and materials. Now, that’s hard to beat! The
retreat theme is “Finding Your Voice: How To Speak Your Heart’s True Faith.”
Registration deadline is Feb. 15; call Tanya Williams at 828-438-4217, or email at twilliams@presbyterywnc.org. A
brochure can be found in the church office or online at www.presbyterywnc.org.

3
9am BEPC Preschool

10
9am BEPC Preschool

17
9am BEPC Preschool

24
9am BEPC Preschool

9
9:30am SS Classes
11 am Worship
12 n Lunch/Annual
Meeting
6:05 pm Worship
16
9:30am SS Classes
11 am Worship
6:05 pm Worship

23
9:30am SS Classes
11 am Worship
6:05 pm Worship
12 n Inquirer’s Class

Mon

2
9:30am SS Classes
11 am Worship
6:05 pm Worship

Sun

15
7:30am Men’s Prayer
Breakfast at
Banner Elk Café

22
7:30am Men’s Prayer
Breakfast at
Banner Elk Café

14
Office Closed

21
Office Closed

28
Office Closed

12
13
9am BEPC Preschool 9am BEPC Preschool
10am Comfort Makers 11:15 am ROMEO’s
5 pm Handbells
Men’s Lunch Group
7:30 pm Choir

20
9am BEPC Preschool
11:15 am ROMEO’s
Men’s Lunch Group
7 pm Session

19
9am BEPC Preschool
10am Comfort Makers
5 pm Handbells
7:30 pm Choir

26
27
9am BEPC Preschool 9am BEPC Preschool
10am Comfort Makers 11:15 am ROMEO’s
5 pm Handbells
Men’s Lunch Group
7:30 pm Choir

11
8:30 am Habitat Work
Milford Meadows
9am BEPC Preschool

18
8:30 am Habitat Work
Milford Meadows
9am BEPC Preschool
3 pm Knit Group
4:30pm Pastor’s
Open House
25
8:30 am Habitat Work
Milford Meadows
9am BEPC Preschool

1
7:30am Men’s Prayer
Breakfast at
Banner Elk Café

Sat

8
7:30am Men’s Prayer
Breakfast at
Banner Elk Café

Fri

7
Office Closed

Thu

5
6
9am BEPC Preschool 9am BEPC Preschool
10am Comfort Makers 11:15 am ROMEO’s
5 pm Handbells
Men’s Lunch Group
7:30 pm Choir

Wed

4
8:30 am Habitat Work
Milford Meadows
9am BEPC Preschool
3 pm Knit Group

Tue

February 2014

Prayer Shawl Ministry
Prayer Shawl Knitters

“Are you sure that’s the right way?”
Our newly formed Prayer
Shawl Knitting Group enjoys
work on comforting gifts made .
for members and friends of our
church family. We meet on
first and third Tuesday
afternoons from 3-5 p.m. in the
parlor on second floor, just off
the elevator. Please join this
group for fellowship and
mission and a cup of tea
“This is a piece o’ cake!”

“ Break Time!”
“Pearl who and Knit what?”

Banner Elk Presbyterian Preschool

Our Preschool is looking forward to a great month in February. We have been trying to continue to work through the
alphabet but unfortunately the snow is slowing us down! We have barely made it to school this month at all. We look
forward to getting back to a regular schedule.
Please continue to check for any updates or delays.

