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FORWARDING SERVICE REQUESTED

“To Know Christ and to Make Christ Known”
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PHONE: (828) 898-5406
WEB PAGE: www.bannerelkpresbyterian.org

FAX: (828) 898-7615
EMAIL: bepreschurch@skybest.com

Office Hours: Monday - Thursday 8:30 am - 2:00 pm

Ash Wednesday
CHURCH LEADERSHIP & STAFF

For the Newsletter to be received by the first day of each month, Session has set the deadline
for all submissions to be on or before the 15th of each month (via e-mail or diskette only).
We extend a sincere welcome to everyone to join us for worship and any events you see listed in the newsletter.

Ashes to ashes, dust to dust;
he rent his clothes and tossed ashes upon himself.
So the Bible tells of holy agony.
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SUNDAY WORSHIP SERIVCES
9:30 am Sunday School
11:00 am Worship - traditional
6:05 pm Worship - informal

by the Reverend Paul Kabo, Jr.
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Sleeplessness to insomnia;
she ripped her pajamas and tossed all night.
So the counselor tells of clients.
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There are little things and there are big things.
There are little white lies and there are transgressions.
Whatever we call them,
God calls them sin.
And it hurts;
Hurts God.
Hurts you.
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What causes such extreme actions?
Why do you not get a good night’s sleep?
Why such and ashen look upon you face?
What troubles you to the degree
that ashes and insomnia visit you?

Ashes to ashes,
Ash Wednesday to Ash Wednesday,
All year through
you are called to holiness
All your long you discover unholiness.
And it hurts;
Hurts God.
Hurts you.
Ash Wednesday ignites Lent.
Lent burns to Easter.
Easter explodes into life.
Ashes don’t evolve to ashes,
but give birth to life.
And it heals hurts;
Hurts to God.
Hurts to you.
Come, start the healing
by honest worship
At Ash Wednesday church.
Ash Wednesday to Lent
Lent to Easter
Easter to eternal life.

Opportunities To Learn And Grow

Session News

Faithseekers’ Class
About the Faith Seekers Class: Explore various issues, using music, video and conversation.
Food: Coffee and snacks provided (usually)
Money: Receives an offering for good causes and needs
Time: 9:30 AM
Where: Upstairs in Room 215 (above Feild’s office)
March 2 – Complete study of CS Lewis’ The Great Divorce
March 9 – Begin a series by Ray Vander Laan called The Death and Resurrection of the
Messiah
March 23 – Continue Vander Laan series
March 30 – Continue Vander Laan series
Description: Filmed on location in Israel, this series is an in-depth video tour of the buried, distant or otherwise forgotten
places, where the story of the Bible actually happened. From this cultural perspective, teacher and historian Ray Vander

February Session Recap
Approved





Membership transfer of Steve and Jeannine Alley to St. Andrews Presbyterian Church, Macon, GA.
Entering into an agreement with the local Red Cross to be an emergency shelter in the event of a
disaster in our area. Action on this was postponed from January so that more information could be
obtained
Meeting date change for the April meeting of Session to April 24

Accepted an invitation to hold our May stated Session meeting at Grandfather Home for Children.
Heard progress on upgrade to the church’s internet/phone system.
Received financial, committee, and presbytery reports.

Presbyterian Women

Lenten Services
Ash Wednesday
The beginning of Lent, known as Ash Wednesday, falls on March 5 this year. In the recent past we have
held a brief service in the evening, but this year we will hold the contemplative 30-minute worship at noon.
The imposition of ashes on the forehead is a main element of this service, and the earlier time allows for
those who so desire to wear the mark throughout the rest of the day as a sign of their Christian commitment.
The sanctuary will remain open after the service until 3:00 p.m., with a pastor nearby, for
anyone to drop by to receive the mark of the cross.

Maundy-Thursday Special Event April 17th
The service for Maundy-Thursday will be a meal and service combined. We’ll all gather in the fellowship hall for a
Mediterranean meal, serving one another family style. The menu should remind us of the areas where Jesus walked. The
service will include special music, designed especially for the evening and for a gathering of people. The evening will
culminate with the sacrament of the Lord’s Supper. Because this is a special event meal, we would so appreciate your
letting us know if you will be attending. Write or call Janet Speer speerj@lmc.edu or 898-5943

Church Internet Upgrade
BEPC Internet 4 U
If you have tried to use the internet at church, you have probably been frustrated. We have a wireless
network (actually two), but their function has been spotty. The construction advantages we enjoy by having
all the stone, concrete and steel in our walls wreak havoc with wireless transmissions. With the session's
concurrence we have decided to bring the church into the current century. In conjunction with Skyline /
Skybest, the church will be connected by fiber-optic cable. A series of wireless access points will be
installed, permitting connectivity from any point in the operating spaces of the building. Finally our Phone Tree will be
replaced with a much more efficient CallTree system, permitting all of you to be notified of church events in minutes rather
than hours. This will hopefully all be finished by the end of February. Once completed, the only change you should notice
is that, when you wish to go online, the system will work.

Spring Gathering of Presbyterian Women
Women of the Presbytery of Western North Carolina will hold their spring gathering on Saturday, April 5,
First Presbyterian Church in Cherryville, 9:00 am through lunch. We are invited to come hear Dr. Dianna
Wright introduce the Horizons Bible Study book for 2014-15, a contemporary study of 2nd Corinthians. We
will also learn about this year’s annual birthday offering which will offer advocacy in a range of services,
including shelter and counseling especially for Native American women who experience domestic violence.
Anyone interested in attending the Spring Gathering may register by using a form available in the church
reception area.

Time for a Change
Remember – It’s Time for a Change
This is an on going need, so please bring
diapers (size 2 - 5), powdered formula for
infants, or donations so these items can be
purchased to help the most vulnerable
among us. If you have questions, contact Carolyn
Jones 828-733-6902.

CPR Training Class
CPR Class to be Held March 29th
Due to snow, we have rescheduled CPR
class in the fellowship hall for Sat. March
29th from 9-12. Please sign up again in the
office or call Martha Garris to have your
name added to the list. 898-4785. This is Heartsaver
CPR and a card will be issued. The cost is $7 made
payable to the church and noted CPR in the memo.

Prayer Shawl Ministry
Prayer Shawls Spread Warmth and Love
Several months ago as snow whirled outside, a group of our
women decided to get together for a time of knitting, crocheting
and tea-sipping as they created shawls, lap robes and hug-rugs
for anyone who might enjoy receiving them. Although their skill
-level ranges from novice to seasoned stitchers, this group now
has about 14 people who enjoy times of chatting, laughing and
enriching friendships while making gifts for anyone who might
appreciate a special remembrance. These gifts, each dedicated
with prayer, symbolize not only the warmth of caring friends, but
also represent our being surrounded by God’s love. Excerpts
from thank you notes help us realize the scope of appreciation
felt by recipients of these hand-made gifts: “I was totally
overwhelmed when your box arrived with the beautiful prayer
shawl! I immediately sensed love and comfort from all the
ladies that participated in making it for me.” “I can’t believe
people we don’t even know made my husband such a nice gift.
He stays cold all the time, and the lap robe will help keep him
warm and will remind us that there are some good people out
there who really care.”

Church Happenings

One of Our Own

March 16th Fellowship Meal

March Birthdays
1
4
4
6
6
9
12
14
14
18
20
20
20
23
23
24
24
24
25
25
25
26
28
28
29
29
30
31
31
31

Phil Craig
Bo Godbold
Dorie Simpson
Tony Fortune
Steve Bender II
Helen Smith
Rob Clemmer
Harper Beall
Neff McMillan
Verleen Gregory
Leslie Carter
Andy Meyer
Stu Strait
Laura Carringer
Leslie Prince
Marge Bailey
Bob Boyer
Jeanne Morris
Meg Smith
Bill Cochran
Gil Julian
Mike Shaw
Nathaniel Smith
Bob Smith
Bettye Seaman
Jacob Vergara
Donna Andrews
Earnest Deavenport
Kathyrn Ward
Kevin Wilcox

The next fellowship meal will be on March 16th immediately
following morning worship. It will be a St. Patrick’s Day celebration
with corned beef and cabbage, hearty stews, pot roasts and the usual
salads, desserts and bread. Sign-up sheets will be in the reception area of the office.
Please join us for this time of fun and food!

Church Directory Information
Work is beginning on an updated version of our church photo
directory, and we are asking for contact information updates from
everyone. Even if you think you have no changes, maybe you'll
want to add some additional information, as follows: Name(s)...
Mailing address... Physical address... email address(es)... Home
phone... business phone... cell phone(s)...
For the church records, we would like ALL of the above; if you'd rather some of it did
not go in the directory, please tell us. Please drop your information in the offering
plate, or email to the church (traverd@bepresbyterian.org).
We are doing all of the directory in-house, and will begin taking photos this spring.
Our goal is to have the new directory available Aug. 1, 2014--giving us time to take all
the photos of both regular and seasonal members and friends.

Recycle Old Telephone Directories
The Skyline Telephone Directory recycling program ends on March 31.
If you have an old telephone book, please bring it to the church office;
Banner Elk Elementary School receives 25 cents for each one turned in.
These funds are used to support the school library.

REMINDER - TIME TO CHANGE THOSE CLOCKS!
It’s that time again - remember to set your clocks ahead one hour
before you go to bed on Saturday March 8th. This is also a good
time to change the batteries in your smoke detectors and other alarm
devices.

From Barbara & Dave Nixon
I would like to thank the BEPC congregation for all of
the cards, calls, prayers, and wonderful food you sent
our way while I was recovering from surgery. Dave also
sends his thanks,. He likes cooking, but not all of the
time! My recovery seems to be taking longer than I had
hoped for, but I can see light at the end of the tunnel.
Dave and I feel very blessed to be part of such a caring
church. Thank you again.
Barbara Nixon

Flowers for Worship
Thanks to those folks who provide flowers for our
worship services, and especially to Deka Tate for
overseeing the BIG job of making sure we have
lovely arrangements each week. Remember to sign
the flower calendar in the hallway if you wish to
honor a loved one.

If anyone wants to "learn" how to arrange flowers or would
like help with it, please contact Deka Tate - she will be
happy to help you.

The Kennedy’s: Bill, Nancy and a Family of Skiers
Bill and Nancy Kennedy joined Banner Elk Presbyterian Church in 2005;
and they love, appreciate and participate here every summer and winter
while at their Beech Mountain Chalet located on the Ski Slope.
Bill sings in BEPC’s Men’s Choir which performs at the early service
during the summer months and often has provided music at other church
and community functions as well. Nancy has ushered, provided flower
arrangements and recently joined the Knitting Guild for Prayer Shawls.
Bill graduated from Christ School in Arden, NC, then Georgia Tech, and
has been in the financial management and consulting business all his adult
life. Nancy has been a tutor and media center organizer at Crossnore
Schools, Inc. for 15 plus years. She plays tennis several times a week,
gardens almost daily, is a member of The Beech Mountain Book Club, a
member of the Beech Mountain Historical Society and assisted in the
writing of the recently published book on the history of Beech Mountain.
Bill and Nancy also play bridge, love to travel the world and entertain
many friends and family at their Beech Mountain Chalet.
Nancy and Bill came to the High Country to ski in February 1968, just two months after Beech Mountain Resort
opened. They returned to their home in Atlanta after buying a lot on the ski slope. They built their chalet on that lot
and moved in on December 16, 1968, seven years and a few months after being married. Having been married 52 years,
this year was the 45th December 26th trek for all their family to come and spend the week there together. They agree it’s
been an easy and joyous downhill ever since
Their children started to ski at a very young age, and now as soon as each grandchild can walk, they are on the slopes.
In January the Banner Elk Magazine published a picture of Bill, the oldest, and Faith Kennedy, the youngest (at 16
months) on the ski slope. You may have noticed the BEPC newsletter was able to print that same picture in last
month’s edition. Faith is the youngest of eight children of their son David and wife, Hannah Kennedy, who live in
Boone. Bill excitedly reports that David was the fastest skier of all ages from Georgia in NASTAR ranking during all
four years of high school. David, a graduate of Vanderbilt, operates his property management company for resort
home rentals in Boone.
Their oldest son Clark, the proud father states, was the second fastest skier his junior year in high school. He graduated
from The University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, has worked in Atlanta, in Europe and now has settled in Beech
Mountain from where he operates his missionary organization.
Their daughter Denis is married to George Koenig, whom she met while at Vanderbilt. Bill is extremely happy to report
that Denis was a competition ice skater and ballet dancer, which led her to be a most graceful and beautiful skier on
snow. Denis’ husband George is an attorney in Atlanta, and they have five children who are big into skiing. Two of
their daughters are at the University of Georgia, one daughter hopes to go there next year and their two boys are in
Atlanta schools.
- George Anderson

29
7:30am Men’s Prayer
Breakfast at
Banner Elk Café

31
9am BEPC Preschool
30
9:30am SS Classes
11 am Worship
6:05 pm Worship

27
9am BEPC Preschool
11:15 am ROMEO’s
Men’s Lunch Group
25
8:30 am Habitat Work
Milford Meadows
9am BEPC Preschool
24
9am BEPC Preschool
23
9:30am SS Classes
11 am Worship
6:05 pm Worship

26
9am BEPC Preschool
10am Comfort Makers
9am-1pm FAF Food
Distribution

28
Office Closed

22
7:30am Men’s Prayer
Breakfast at
Banner Elk Café
20
9am BEPC Preschool
11:15 am ROMEO’s
Men’s Lunch Group
7 pm Session
18
8:30 am Habitat Work
Milford Meadows
9am BEPC Preschool
3 pm Knit Group
17
9am BEPC Preschool
16
9:30am SS Classes
11 am Worship
12N Luncheon
6:05 pm Worship

19
9am BEPC Preschool
10am Comfort Makers
5 pm Handbells
7:30 pm Choir

21
Office Closed

15
7:30am Men’s Prayer
Breakfast at
Banner Elk Café
11
8:30 am Habitat Work
Milford Meadows
9am BEPC Preschool

February was oh so snowy! We finally had our Valentines’ Day celebration. Maxton and Sara celebrated their birthdays
as well. The children sang in church on February 23rd and did an amazing job. In March, we will be working through our
alphabet, celebrating St. Patrick’s Day and beginning our focus on transportation. We are hoping March brings better
weather our way! Please remember to watch for delays and school closings if we have inclement weather. The Avery
County Schools website, www.averyschools.net is a great site that will keep you updated as well.

10
9am BEPC Preschool

13
9am BEPC Preschool
11:15 am ROMEO’s
Men’s Lunch Group

Come join the men’s lunch group
for a time of friendship and good
food, every Thursday at various
restaurants in the area. If you’ll
let the church office know of
your interest, you’ll receive a call
each week telling you where
we’ll be dining. You can meet at
the church to carpool or meet us
at the restaurant. No program or
agenda. Just fun and food!

Banner Elk Presbyterian Preschool

9 Daylight Savings!
9:30am SS Classes
11 am Worship
6:05 pm Worship

12
9am BEPC Preschool
10am Comfort Makers
12n JULIETS
5 pm Handbells
7:30 pm Choir

R.O.M.E.O. S
Men’s Group Invites You to
Lunch

Banner Elk Presbyterian Preschool

4
8:30 am Habitat Work
Milford Meadows
9am BEPC Preschool
3 pm Knit Group

6
9am BEPC Preschool
11:15 am ROMEO’s
Men’s Lunch Group

14
Office Closed

8
7:30am Men’s Prayer
Breakfast at
Banner Elk Café
SET CLOCKS AHEAD

Puerto Nuevo welcomed the Juliets ( Just us Ladies Informally Eating Together )
for lunch on Wednesday February 19. The fifteen Juliets in attendance enjoyed
eating and socializing with one another. It was a fun,no agenda, afternoon. All
ladies of the Church are invited to our next get-together on Wednesday March 12 at
12noon at Carolina BBQ in Newland. Hope to see you there! If any questions, call
Marge Bailey at 828-387-4628.

3
9am BEPC Preschool

5 ASH WEDNESDAY
9am BEPC Preschool
10am Comfort Makers
5 pm Handbells
7:30 pm Choir

7
Office Closed

J.U.L.I.E.T.S
Join the Ladies for Lunch

2
9:30am SS Classes
11 am Worship
6:05 pm Worship

1 7:30am Men’s Prayer
Breakfast at
Banner Elk Café

Sat
Fri
Thu
Wed
Tue
Mon
Sun

March 2014

Romeo V.S. Juliet

