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FAX: (828) 898-7615
EMAIL: office@bannerelkpresbyterian.org

Office Hours: Monday - Thursday 8:30 am - 3:00 pm

CHURCH LEADERSHIP & STAFF
Moderator: Rev. Feild Russell
Clerk of Session: Susan Carter
Class 2017
Tony Fortune Cathy Richmond McNair Tornow Carolyn West -

Park and Play!

Missions
Preschool
Worship
Fellowship & Nurture

Parking lot paved and lined

Class 2018
Sara Brewer - Membership/Outreach
Jimmy Ennis - Building Grounds
Emily Garrett - Congregational Care

For the Newsletter to be received by the first day of each month, Session has set the deadline
for all submissions to be on or before the 15th of each month (via e-mail or diskette only).
We extend a sincere welcome to everyone to join us for worship and any events you see listed in the newsletter.

Class 2019
Bill Ferguson Murry Haber Travis Henley Nancy Owen -

Stewardship & Finance
Personnel
Educational Leadership
Membership/Outreach

Clerk of the Works - Larry Zimmer
Permanent Funds Ministry - Jim Swinkola
Treasurer: Dr. Ronald L. McGowan
Asst Treasurers: Allen Clark, Rob Clemmer,
Jean Eells, Bruce Pendergast, Dorothy Pullease

Fully used lot before paving

Church Staff
Rev. Feild Russell, Pastor
Mobile: 757-846-1105
Email: pastor@bannerelkpresbyterian.org
Rev. Leslie Piper, Parish Associate
belibrarylady@gmail.com
Rev. Dr. Ed Donnell, Parish Associate
edd@aggienetwork.com
Rob Clemmer, Office Administrator
rob@bannerelkpresbyterian.org
Director of Music: Diane Rydell
diane_bepc@outlook.com
Admin. Assistant: Dedy Traver
dedy@bannerelkpresbyterian.org
Housekeeping: Margaret Trivette
BEPC Preschool: A.C. Marriott, Director
acmarriott@bannerelkpresbyterian.org

Finished playground

Office Telephone: 828-898-5406

SUNDAY WORSHIP SERIVCES
9:30 am Adult Sunday School
10:00am Preschool Sunday School
11:00 am Worship - traditional

Climbing walls in playground

Opportunities To Learn And Grow

Session Recap
April Session Review

Faith Seekers’ Class
About the Faith Seekers’ Class: Explore various issues, using music, video and conversation.
Food: Coffee and snacks provided (usually)
Money: Receives an offering for good causes and needs
Time: 9:30 AM
Faith Seekers will continue the study of lectionary passages during the month of May.
May 7
May 14
May 21
May 28
Preschool Sunday School Class to Begin!
BEPC is pleased to announce that a Sunday School class for preschool aged children will be offered
beginning Sunday, May 14th. A class for children aged 3 to 6 will be held on Sunday mornings from
10:00 to 10:40 am in the intermediate classroom on the 2nd floor (top floor) and will be led by
Lyndsay Ennis. The nursery will be available for younger siblings if needed, and parents are
encouraged to enjoy coffee and peace and quiet in the meditation room across from the classroom. We
look forward to beginning this new journey with our youngest members. If you would like to help with
the class or if you have any questions, please contact Lyndsay at lyndsay_hayes@hotmail.com.

Summer Ushers
If you enjoy assisting others, please join us in ushering at the 8:30 or 11:00 a.m. summer worship services. Just
call Dedy at the church office, 828-898-5406, or Debi Tornow at 828-387-4914, by May 6 and indicate which
service you attend so that we can include you on schedule. We need you and appreciate your willingness to
help. (If you are already ushering, you only need to let us know if you will be attending the 8:30 service.)
Summer schedule runs from June through September. Thank you!



Elected Bill Ferguson as commissioner to the April 25 presbytery meeting in Montreat.



Agreed to return the top floor Reading Room to a Prayer Room to facilitate a new prayer ministry by the
Congregational Care Committee.



Learned that the Preschool children will sing in worship on May 21, and that the new playground will be dedicated on
that Sunday with a picnic lunch provided after worship.



Celebrated the completion of the playground and near completion of the parking lot, and noted the positioning and
nature of signage and benches to be placed.



Authorized repairs to be made to the bell tower section of the sanctuary roof.



Heard that the window on the cemetery side of the sanctuary side will be removed in early June for a two month
restoration.



Established a Task Force of McNair Tornow, Sara Brewer, and Rob Clemmer to investigate the possibility of replacing
a rotted piece of wood projecting out of the bell tower roof (masquerading as a lightning rod) with some form of cross.



Approved upcoming vacation and quarterly weekend leave for the pastor.



Welcomed plans to implement a new Sunday School class for ages 3-6, starting May 14. (additional plans in the works)



Received report of Stewardship and Finance Committee relaying an overall strong financial position at BEPC and the
agreement of Dick Larson to lead this year's stewardship emphasis.



Appointed Don Hilsmier to be a second manager, in addition to Dorothy Pullease, for the New Covenant Funds which
hold BEPC Permanent Funds.



Invited Lees-McRae College to utilize the new parking lot during commencement exercises on Saturday, May 6.

Parents of Preschoolers - POP
Join with other parents of preschoolers for supper, conversation and a study - “Reflections on
Mark for Lent.” We will meet May 14th from 5:30-7:30 pm in the fellowship hall. The meal and
child care are provided so please let Ed Donnell know if you plan to attend
(edd@aggienetwork.com). Please feed your children before arriving.

Summer Worship Schedule
Beginning Sunday June 4th through September
29th we will have services of worship at 8:30 am
(traditional with men’s choir) and 11:00am
(traditional with formal choir). There is a nursery
provided during the 11am service.

Men’s Summer Choir
Men's choir will sing beginning June 4, for the early service
(8:30am). If you are interested in singing with us and can be
at rehearsals, we will meet on Tuesday at 7pm in the choir
room, beginning May 23rd. Please see Diane Rydell after
service or call her at 828-898-5343 or e-mail at
diane_bepc@outlook.com if you are new to our group.

Park & Play Funding Update
Park & Play Pledges for 2016 – We have collected 98% of the 2016 Park & Play pledges, and are
optimistic that we will receive the remaining $6,625.00 of this
commitment.
Park & Play Pledges for 2017 – We have received $15,550.00 of the $48,325.00 that was pledged
for 2017.
The Preschool Playground is now completed. The parking lot is usable and the lights will be installed soon. We are proud to announce that because of all the generous pledges and donations, we
only needed to borrow $70,000.00 to have the funds needed to pay for the completed Park & Play
projects.
Fulfilled 2016 commitments and continued giving of 2017 pledges will enable us to meet our obligations and reduce our debt.
If you have any questions concerning your pledged Park & Play commitment, please contact Dedy Traver at 828-898-5406.

Where Are They Now?
New Opportunities for service at BEPC
In March, a newly reorganized Congregational Care Committee met to determine whether
we could do more to meet the needs of our congregation. It was decided to "step out in
faith" and become more of a "ministry" than a committee. Under the old committee
framework, Congregational Care had been responsible for our Shepherd program, various
congregational meals and funeral/memorial receptions. Under the new guidelines, we are
no longer responsible for fellowship meals, but will continue our work with the
Shepherding program (monthly) and funeral or memorial receptions.
New ministries we wish to develop are:
1. Health and Well-being: offering health care resources and referrals for church
members, including mental health, respite volunteers, meal train, transportation to
doctor’ appointments, etc.
2. Prayer Ministry: to be led by a group of dedicated individuals who will be committed to praying together faithfully as
well as enabling, equipping and encouraging church members to pray continually and effectively.
Prayerfully consider how you can help; whether it is baking cookies, making phone calls, visiting a shut-in, setting up tables
or being a part of a vital prayer ministry....we need you!
To sign up for any of these opportunities for service please call Emily Garrett at 828-320-7577 or email her at
egarrett00@gmail.com

May 21 Playground Dedication and Picnic May 21
The Nurture and Fellowship Committee will be sponsoring an inside picnic after the Worship
Service and Dedication of the new playground on Sunday, May 21st. The menu will be child
friendly and include fried chicken, corn dogs, veggies, chips and cookies. Food will be provided,
so there is no need to bring anything. Just come and enjoy the fellowship with your church
family on this special day. If you would like to help with the set-up, please contact Carolyn West
at 387-2632, or by e-mail at loaferslady@gamil.com.

WHERE ARE THEY NOW?
After we send our “church kids” off on their way to adult life, sometimes it’s hard to keep up with their whereabouts and
happenings. We plan a series of write-ups in an attempt to give us little updates whenever we can run down some of the
young adults who have grown up here with us at BEPC. We’re happy to launch this column with a few words about AMANDA
CARRINGER.
– Claire Fortune
**********************************************
After graduating from UNC-Chapel Hill, Amanda is now about to finish her third year of medical
school at East Carolina University’s Brody School of Medicine. Only one more year to go! Amanda
is excited about pursuing family medicine as her career and smiles that her boyfriend, Brandon, is in
her same medical school class, and they plan to apply for residences together this fall.
Amanda is involved in a Readers’ Theater group that performs medically-themed plays around the
community, and she has been a coordinator at a free clinic in Greenville that provides care to the
underserved population of the area. None of us who know her are surprised that she received the
honor of being one of seven students in her medical school class to be nominated by her peers for the
Gold Humanism Honor Society which recognizes students who treat patients with the utmost
empathy and respect.
Asked what special memories she has of her years in our church, Amanda is quick to name a long
list. She says she loved being involved in our Christmas plays through the years and had a great time
with the youth group, especially at get-togethers at the Clemmers’ and at Martha Garris’s house. Her
mission trip to Guatemala with Barbara Hosbein is also a favorite memory.
“I feel very fortunate to have grown up in Banner Elk Presbyterian Church,” she says. “The love and support I’ve received
from the members have always been a blessing to me.”
“And you have been a great blessing to us, Amanda!” notes this interviewer. “Your church family will always be proud to
claim you as one of ours. We wish you well into a bright future.”

Milestones
CONGRATULATIONS, CAM PIPER
Cam Piper will graduate summa cum laude this month from Trinity University in San
Antonio, Texas, with a double major in Art History and French. He was recently inducted
into Phi Beta Kappa.

BEPC Session and Financials
Work on the new parking lot is nearing completion! The lot was fully used on Easter Sunday, even
before the asphalt was in place. It was paved on April 17 and was striped on April 20. Lights,
landscaping and signage are next on the agenda. Now that the new lot is open, we are asking that you do
not park on either side of the entry/exits (to increase visibility) and to avoid parking on the street in front
of the sanctuary between the upper entry to the new lot and the college bookstore. We have been asked
by our fire department and EMT Responders to we keep the roadway clear for emergency vehicles use.
Thank you in advance for this consideration.

Although Cam didn’t grow up with us here in BEPC, he moved to Banner Elk with his
parents, Brant and Leslie, about the time he was going off to college. On the rare occasions
he’s in town, we are happy to get a chance to know him better.
While at Trinity he was in the top ten students in his class each of the four years, and
received the top award for student research in a university-wide competition, the first Art
History travel fellowship offered. This allowed him to spend his junior year in France,
earning a C-1 certificate which designates him as a bilingual and qualifies him to seek
Ruth Matherne (a proud grandmother!)
full employment in France.
with grandson, Cam Piper
Cam has been accepted into masters programs for historic preservation at a number of schools (including Columbia University
and The University of Montreal), and is currently making the decision as to which he will attend. (Stay tuned for an update.)
Our church family extends congratulations and all good wishes as Cam continues his studies and adventures.
- Claire Fortune

Congratulations Are In Order!!
We wish these young people the very best as they move forward with their lives.
Lucas Powell, son of Denise and Garry Powell is graduating from Avery High School in June. Lucas plans to attend ASU
in the fall with an interest in majoring in either speech pathology or exercise science. Lucas will be working in the
computer department at ASU while he is there.
Bryce Pittman, son of Cammy Pittman, is graduating from Mayland Community College on May 13th with an associate
degree with double major in technical engineering and arts. He is unsure of his future plans for further study at this time.
Bryce’s older brother, Michael, is beginning the same program at Mayland this year. Both young men are living with their
mom in Banner Elk while completing their college studies.

Volunteer Avery Building Ramps
For a number of years, a carpenter crew from our church has worked in cooperation with Volunteer Avery to build
wheelchair ramps for folks who need them. Our work crew has changed in time as most of the original guys have moved
on. But on a recent sunny day, seasoned carpenters Dick Larson and Steve Bender with their helper Tony Fortune, were
joined by new crew-members, Dan Akerblom and Jimmy Ennis. The ramp they built is on the Balm Highway just past Mt.
Calvary Church. Jimmy said that working with these guys was about the most fun he'd had in a long time. Maybe you'd
like to join them in their next project.

Abigail Davis, daughter of Jeff Davis, will graduate from Glynn Academy in Brunswick,
Georgia on Saturday, May 27th. Her plans are to attend Kennesaw State University in the
fall. Her degree interests are undecided at this point but she hopes to spend a semester
abroad during her college years.

BEPC Preschool
In the month of April, our preschool children and teachers enjoyed “Show and Share” with some of their favorite books. Everyone brought
a book from home and got to tell their class about why the book was special to them. Nothing can add to our intellect more than reading a
book. In books we can experience new things that we would not normally be able to experience. We love keeping an active imagination
with our students and books helps us with that every day. We also learned more about the weather and how different phenomenons occur.
We used creative art to make clouds and discussed their shapes. We measured how much rain we could catch in a rain gauge we made
together.
Although we were excited about the Easter bunny, candy and eggs, we also learned in chapel about Jesus Christ's resurrection from death.
We are blessed to have Bible study in our beautiful church once every week. These life lessons are important to us all as we continue to
grow within our preschool program. The Easter bunny came to our school and left lots of surprises for everyone. It truly was an
“eggcellent” week altogether! Thank you to everyone who visited our “arts museum” upstairs. Your encouraging comments mean the
world to our children who were so proud to display their work.
Don't forget that registration for summer camp and preschool for the next school year is going on right now. Registration will open May
1st to the public. Spots are limited in our program so make sure to register your child or grandchild today. More information and
registration forms can be found be found on bannerelkpresbyterian.org/preschool or contact A.C. Marriott with any questions or concerns.
Email: acmarriott@bannerelkpresbyterian.org or via phone 828-897-1467. Last day of preschool is June 7th. First day of summer camp is
June 12th.

Our preschoolers will be singing at worship on May 21st at BEPC.
- A.C. Marriott, Director

Habitat Women’s Build
Habitat for Humanity’s Women Build Day will be on Saturday, May 13th from 9am until 4pm at 1712
Blevins Creek Road in Elk Park at the house site of Everett and Shirley Sutton. Local volunteers will help
with the construction of this home, the 45th Habitat-built home in Avery County and the first Avery
Schools build project.
National Women Build Week brings women together to devote at least one day to building decent and affordable housing in
their local communities. Over 1,000,000 women from all 50 states have volunteered in previous years.
“This is a great opportunity for women of all skill levels to help a family build a place they can call home. We are
grateful to Lowe’s, a longtime partner in the event, for their financial and volunteer support,” said
Christon Clark, executive director of Avery County Habitat.
To volunteer or donate toward this year’s project, please contact Melanie Burgin at 828-733-1909. If
you would like to help with lunch for the group, please contact Donna Dicks at dbdicks@skybest.com
or 898-6667.

Feeding Avery Families
The last box was packed at the current location
by Feeding Avery Families volunteers on April
19. Food packers (left to right) Murry Haber,
Bruce Roesner, Tony Oharrow and Fred
Abernethy filled 550 boxes for distribution
April 26. The beehive of activity in the old
building next to the courthouse will then swarm
to the new Newland location between Carolina
BBQ and the High Country Community Dental
Office. After renovations the new FAF
location will occupy more than twice the
square footage.

Walking with Shadows
Our attention to those who have family or friends who deal with mental illness has been very successful.
We invite others to join us. Led by our own professional counselor, Rev. Brant Piper, the group seeks out
support, comfort and resources for dealing with very difficult problems of relationships, healthy steps and
well being. For more information please contact Janet Speer at speerj@lmc.edu. The group meets on the
second Monday of each month at 7 PM in the Margaret Tate Parlor on the second floor near the elevator.
Our next meeting will be May 8th.

Around the Church…..

The Daniel Plan
This is a group that deals with weight loss and health issues, particularly as we age. Each week we
prepare a new food to serve in place of some of the foods that have led us in unhealthy directions. We
discuss many health issues, including exercise when we have aches and pains, supplements that work
(or don’t) and many other interesting aspects of staying healthy and well, in order to serve our Lord.
The Daniel Plan meets in the Fellowship Hall Wednesdays at 3:30pm.
If you would like to join us, email Janet Speer at speerj@lmc.edu.

Maundy Thursday Sedar Supper

Roof repairs to BEPC!
4/26/17

Banner Elk Book Exchange
Easter Sunday 4/16/17
At the Historic Banner Elk School, a great community resource is beginning its second summer of author talks, as well as a
new lecture series and informational programs. The Book Exchange operates on a “bring a book, take a book” premise and
has served over 3500 adults and more than 1500 children since opening in December 2015, with better than 6,000 donated
books.
Summer programs include authors Jerry Shinn, Marcee Corn and Barry Blair; lecturers include Jimmy Guignard, who will
speak on fracking, Dr. Karl Campbell, ASU professor, will discuss the history and politics of immigration, Ray Russell will
share highlights from his end-to-end Blue Ridge Parkway run last summer and a panel discussion on “Banner Elk in Days
Gone By” with Charlie B. Voncanon, Joe H. Perry and Jean Webb will help us appreciate our community even more. “You
Are Here” sessions include “bear safety”, soap from weeds and Doug Hundley, the apple guy. Check out the offerings and
join us for any or all of the programs!
For more information, dates and times, please check out our new
website: www.bannerelkbookexchge.com

ROMEOS
A GUY THING
The “Men’s Lunch Group” meets each Thursday at different area restaurants. The purpose
of the group is friendship, fellowship and food--no program or agenda. Both seasonal and
year-round men are invited to attend these good times whenever you can. Call the church
office (898-5406) or see Rob Clemmer or Tony Fortune to have your name added to the list of
men who receive a phone call or email reminder each week. This group is better known as
The ROMEOS (Retired Old Men Eating Out)!

Permanent Funds Ministry
Wills Emphasis Sunday June 11, 2017
You’ve made your will and deserve to be congratulated. When you affixed your signature to this
important legal document, it was the clearest statement about your values that you ever put to writing.
Does your will communicate the values you hold dear today? When was the
last time you reviewed your will? Sometimes just the passage of time and
events trigger the need to change your will.
Please mark your calendar for June 11 and our Wills Emphasis Sunday. It may be one of the
more important worship services you attend this summer.

27
7:30am Men’s Prayer
Breakfast at
Banner Elk Café

1
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12
16
18
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Isabelle Garrett
Sara Cleary
Garry Powell
Murry Haber
Irv Fryberger
Debbie Strait
Diane Balmer
Tiffany Dicks
Fred Dickerson
Paige Hoffman
Teresa Taylor
Chandler Moeller
Jimmy Ennis, III
Judy Hilsmier
Paul Goedhart
Louise Holshouser
Lee Councill
Amanda Anderson
Rebecca Koehn
Pat Polderman
Bob Tatje
Geana Anderson
Rives Castleman
Marge Persons
Jan Craig
Bill Dicks
Elizabeth Garrett
Annelise Haizlip
Dick Larson

Office Closed

31
9am BEPC Preschool
10am Comfort Makers
3:30pm Daniel Plan
4:30pm Handbells
7:15pm Choir
30
9am BEPC Preschool
7pm Men’s Choir
Rehearsal
28
9:30am SS Classes
10am Presch SS Class
11 am Worship

29
Memorial Day

26
Office Closed
25
9am BEPC Preschool
10:30am PrK Chapel
11:15 am ROMEO’s
Men’s Lunch Group
24
9am BEPC Preschool
10am Comfort Makers
3:30pm Daniel Plan
4:30pm Handbells
7:15pm Choir
23
9am BEPC Preschool
7pm Men’s Choir
Rehearsal
5:30pm POP

21
22
9:30am SS Classes
9am BEPC Preschool
10am Presch SS Class
11 am Worship
Playground Dedication
12N Fellowship Lunch

20
7:30am Men’s Prayer
Breakfast at
Banner Elk Café
19
Office Closed
18
9am BEPC Preschool
10:30am PrK Chapel
11:15 am ROMEO’s
Men’s Lunch Group
7pm - Session
17
9am BEPC Preschool
10am Comfort Makers
3:30pm Daniel Plan
4:30pm Handbells
7:15pm Choir
16
9am BEPC Preschool
3pm Prayer Shawl
Ministry
15
9am BEPC Preschool
14
9:30am SS Classes
10am Presch SS Class
11 am Worship

13
7:30am Men’s Prayer
Breakfast at
Banner Elk Café
12
Office Closed
11
9am BEPC Preschool
10:30am PrK Chapel
11:15 am ROMEO’s
Men’s Lunch Group
10
9am BEPC Preschool
10am Comfort Makers
3:30pm Daniel Plan
4:30pm Handbells
7:15pm Choir
9
9am BEPC Preschool
8
9am BEPC Preschool
7
COMMUNION
9:30am SS Classes
10am Presch SS Class
11 am Worship

6
7:30am Men’s Prayer
Breakfast at
Banner Elk Café
5
Office Closed
4
9am BEPC Preschool
10:30am PrK Chapel
11:15 am ROMEO’s
Men’s Lunch Group
3
9am BEPC Preschool
10am Comfort Makers
3:30pm Daniel Plan
4:30pm Handbells
7:15pm Choir
2
9am BEPC Preschool
3pm Prayer Shawl
Ministry
1
9am BEPC Preschool

Fri
Thu

May Birthdays

Wed
Mon
Sun

May 2017

JULIETS

Tue

Sat

Church Happenings
The JULIETS (Just Us Ladies Informally Eating Together) will
meet in May at the Pedalin’ Pig Restaurant in Banner Elk. The
date is Wednesday,May10 at 12:30 pm. Please sign up at the
Church or call Marge Bailey (387-4628).

Prayer Room
The Session has approved repurposing the Reading Room
to a dedicated Prayer Room. This room is located on the
second floor (top floor). The books will be moved to the
old Faith Seekers Room and will still be available for
readers.

Friendship Registers
Volunteers are needed to collect the Friendship registers
after the 11am service on Sunday mornings. It is not a timeconsuming job and would be greatly appreciated!
If you are willing to volunteer, please call Sara Brewer at
828-260-2060.

Greeting Cards Available!
The Worship Arts Ministry is offering a new set of greeting
cards. Each card has a beautiful piece of artistry on the front,
With information on the artist and the church, and a scripture
verse on the back. These will be on sale for $10 for a
package of 10. This is only to recoup expenses for the
publication. The cards are now available in the church office.

Freezer Campaign
Are you cooking for one? Do you need a quick meal? We
want to encourage our congregation to use the soups and items
found in our freezer. We have plenty to take to shut-ins and
we’ll have to throw them out if not used. There are some lovely
soups you can pull out for a cold day! The freezer is in the
utility room in the Fellowship Hall. Feel free to take breads,
etc. as well.

One Great Hour of Sharing 2017

The church office will be closed on
Monday May 29th for the
Memorial Day holiday.

Thank you to all those who contributed to
the One Great Hour of Sharing offering
this year. BEPC collected $1,135.00!
Many thanks for your generous
contributions.

Monthly Financial Records
April, 2017
April 2:
April 9:
April 16:
April 23:
April 30
Total

$ 12,686.00
$ 9.060.00
$ 4,827.00
$ 3,476.00
__________
$ 30,049.00

