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SUNDAY WORSHIP SERIVCES
9:30 am Sunday School
11:00 am Worship - traditional

From the Pastor….
Beginnings and Endings
About a week ago, I conducted the wedding of my eldest daughter, Kate. It
was a lovely outdoor occasion with perfect weather…except that Kate’s
grandfather and aunt weren’t able to attend. Her grandfather was gravely ill,
and died the very next day. We went from a celebrated start, to a noteworthy
finish, in 24 hours.
New beginnings and inevitable endings…life is full of both.
A little over a week ago the critical care unit of Cannon Hospital was moved
to a new location upstairs, to what used to be where new babies were born.
Babies are no longer brought into the world there, and other pressing needs
made this transition a wise and useful one.
Who would have thought that a hospital birthing center would be turned into
a critical care unit? A space once prepared to welcome new life is now a
space prepared to save life…or sometimes ease that life into death.
Just last month, Session made a rather painful decision related to ministry at
BEPC. Worship Committee made the recommendation following a number
of discussions and repeated attempts to improve and transform a part of
church life that was not going as well as desired. The decision: to cease our
sixOfive Sunday evening worship service.
This relaxed and informal worship was implemented years ago, largely to
provide an alternative that might be appealing to college students and young
adults. The previous pastor played the guitar and gathered other musicians
around him, many of them students. While sixOfive never grew to large
numbers, it provided a valuable option for Grandfather Home girls, college
students, and even some “middle-age” people. The style of music was a main
draw, with students taking the lead.
Over the last two years, as some key musicians graduated and moved away,
we were not able to replace them. Attendance has declined, with no more
Grandfather Home girls free to come, and very few students showing up. We
have tried some new things, hired a part-time worship leader/musician, even
upgraded equipment. But nothing has borne fruit. We have averaged fewer
than ten in recent months, with at least three of those being worship leaders.

April Session Review

(continued from page 1)
It has not been an easy decision to make, but Session feels it is time to let this service “die,” at least for now. We are in
agreement that, as conditions change, we will be prepared to reconsider an additional worship service or other ministry. New
people with new talents and passions may become part of our church family, and church leaders will evaluate opportunities
that arise out of those changes.
While some at BEPC never valued sixOfive, there was spiritual growth, genuine nurture and critical fellowship that took
place during that hour of worship. Through it, profound ministry was rendered to Grandfather Home girls. Some LMC
students found a place to praise God and discover hope anew. A few regulars will mourn the disappearance of this
alternative service.
But beginnings and endings are part of life. That is a constant. Sometimes a fresh start is followed by an ending of some sort.
And sometimes a birthing center is transitioned to another valuable use.











Heard Property Development Task Force progress related to rezoning, surveying, and initial
engineering work.
Elected Tony Fortune as commissioner to the April Presbytery Meeting.
Appointed Carolyn Jones to attend a conference on church safety.
Set June 12 for the baptism of Fiona Ruth Causby, daughter of Hui and Gordon Causby and
granddaughter of Cathy Upchurch.
Approved AC Marriott as new Preschool Director, beginning this summer.
Discontinued the Sunday evening sixOfive worship as of April 24.
Received brochures developed by the Permanent Funds Ministry.
Accepted committee reports reflecting vibrant and healthy ministries and mission.
Next meeting is May 19 at 7:00 p.m.

I give thanks to God for the witness sixOfive provided for several years and the way it impacted faith. I honestly don’t know
if, when, how it might present itself again – or what form it may take. We may go in different directions entirely with
energies and resources that are available now. A handful of LMC students have been regular at the 11:00 service – an
unexpected but welcome development.

Church News

A faithful congregation is always transitioning to utilize gifts well and address present needs. With God in charge, that which
appears to be “finished” is likely to be resurrected in surprising ways. Let’s keep our eyes, ears, and hearts open for what
comes next!
- Feild Russell

Emergency Pastoral Concerns
Feild Russell will be out of town Sunday evening through Thursday evening,
May 15-19, at a continuing education event. For emergency pastoral concerns
please call Ed Donnell at 336-504-0276 or Leslie Piper at 704-591-9921.

Opportunities To Learn And Grow
Faith Seekers’ Class
About the Faith Seekers’ Class: Explore various issues, using music, video and conversation.
Food: Coffee and snacks provided (usually)
Money: Receives an offering for good causes and needs
Time: 9:30 AM
In May Faith Seekers will finish the John Eldridge study: Epic. For the rest of the month, we will be studying PROVERBS.

Church Office
The church office will be
closed for Memorial on
Monday May 30, 2016.

Men Choir Rehearsals Begin
The Men's Choir will begin rehearsals for summer services, Tuesday, May 10
at 7pm in the choir room. Our Sunday summer early services begin June 5th
at 8:30. If you like to sing and can be at rehearsals, we hope you will join us.

The Daniel Plan

Calling All Shepherds
We need you for our Shepherding program!! If you have never served as a shepherd for a
month, you will find yourself receiving much more than you give. Couples, 2 friends, or
new friends can serve. You will receive instructions on your responsibilities for the
month. Sign-up sheets are in the hall outside the church office. For more information,
please call Carolyn Jones at 828-733-6902 or Emily Garrett at 828-320-7577.
Thank you for your service!

Walking with Shadows
This support group, under the direction of Rev. Brant Piper, is currently looking into ways of
staying healthy when taking care of those with mental illness. We have enjoyed excellent
attendance with persons who have much to offer those who deal with day to day challenges. The
group is also in the process of gathering resources. The group meets on the second Monday of each
month at 7 PM in the Margaret Tate Parlor on the second floor near the
elevator. Our meeting in May will be May 9th.

The Daniel Plan is a faith based fitness and weight control plan developed by Rick Warren and a team of health experts and
doctors. If you missed the first week of the Daniel plan, get in touch with Janet Speer (speerj@lmc.edu) and she will get
you caught up. We meet on Fridays at 10AM and if you miss a session, you can catch up easily. We start with the weekly
video and then the goals for that week. It is a 40-day plan.
What to expect
 Detox plan if you want it (some do not do this and that’s fine)
 Lots of faith based encouragement.
 A look into your motivation in health and fitness
 A move toward natural foods
 Not going hungry but perhaps feeling deprived
 What NOT to expect
 “Weigh ins”
 Divulging your personal profile or information unless you want to
 Judgment on what tactic you take or where you are in body size and strength

Milestones

Meet the BEPC Kids

Tinker Rautenberg

During Sunday’s 11 o’clock worship service, our children are involved as acolytes,.
After Pastor Feild has his special sermon with them, they join Deka Tate for their
Sunday School lesson. There are also usually very young children in the nursery. We
have some wonderful children participating in our church. Each month in this
newsletter we plan to present pictures of some of these children so that the
congregation may be able to place a name with a child.

Pictured is Hilda (Tinker) Rautenberg who recently appeared on The Learning Channel show “ Who Do You Think You
Are?”. The show featured singer-songwriter and actress Katey Sagal, best known for her portrayal as the wife in the 90’s
sitcom “Married with Children”. Katey was seeking information about her mother’s family whom she lost at an early age.
Tinker traveled with Katey’s mother in the summer of 1944 with the USO visiting military hospitals around the country with
a group of young singers. Tinker later went on to become one of the Moon Maids for the Vaughn Monroe orchestra, one of
the most well know big bands of the late 40’s and early 50’s. Tinker remembered fondly Katey’s mother whom she looked
up to as a friend and mentor during that summer of service.
Tinker now lives in Washington state but keeps in touch with
several church and neighborhood friends. Tinker was
a member of our congregation for several years, a member of
the choir and accompanist for the choir. If you would like to
see the portion of the show that features Tinker and her interview with Katey Sagal, please call Barbara Hosbein. Barbara
has a copy of the interview saved to her computer.
The Moon Maids 1944

Tinker 2016

H.O.P.E.
Why Build H.O.P.E.?

I doubt there is a person in this church that can’t find something about our denomination with which they disagree. Whether it
is an action taken by our General Assembly, misdeeds by some of our members or clergy, or divisive and very public positions
taken by some congregations. Most of the things we, and others, hear and read about us seem to be negative. The Building
H.O.P.E. campaign is just the opposite. This is very positive stuff, done in a collaborative way, that, I think, we can all be
proud of, and with which there is likely to be very little disagreement.
The campaign contains four initiatives - two domestic and two international. Called “Building H.O.P.E.”, the name is an
acronym. It stands for Health Care, Outdoor Adventures, Partnered Growth and Education. I don’t plan to delve too deeply
into the specifics of these ministries this morning. Briefly we are talking about upgrading and extending the medical and
educational facilities at the presbytery-sponsored Nkhoma Hospital in Malawi; upgrading the facilities and re-energizing the
programs at Camp Grier, near Old Fort; advancing our educational initiatives with our sister organizations in Guatemala; and,
finally, providing opportunities and new initiatives among the churches within this presbytery to expand their outreach,
empower their leadership and upgrade their access to and use of modern technology.
The execution of all of this is complex, but the concept is simple. This is Presbyterianism at its best. None of these things
could be accomplished by any one of us or any individual congregation. Together, however, we are all better. By
demonstrating the power of our true interdependency, we can all grow and we can all succeed. The overall goal of the
campaign is 2.25 million dollars. We have made a great start. To date we have over One million three hundred fifty dollars
donated or pledged. By the end of August we hope to reach that final target.
But let me be very clear about something. This isn’t about robbing Peter to pay Paul. There is absolutely no intent to siphon
off money that would have been otherwise earmarked for this church’s operating or capital budgets. If that occurs, we will
have failed. It is our job to articulate the value in an investment such as this. The decision about participation will be between
each individual, each congregation and God.
The money pledged will be collected over the next five years. Donations can be designated for all four ministries or for any
one or more of them.
While many presbyteries are struggling to survive, with shrinking budgets and staffs, yours is reaching out, extending your
influence, broadening your common bonds and spreading Christ's message in the most meaningful of ways. We are the hands
of God. What if we put those hands together? What if, indeed?
- Dick Larson

This month we present Morgan and Ford, daughter and son of Terry Matney. Ford is 8
years old and Morgan is 12. Morgan attends Avery Middle School and Ford attends
Banner Elk Elementary School. Ford also has won some awards for playing soccer,
and he takes a special interest in Boy Scouts. Morgan likes to color and go hiking. In school she also is known as a
“Terrific Kid”. She serves as an acolyte and likes to help in the church in any way she can.
- George Anderson

BEPC Family Members
May Spotlight - Bill Ferguson
You might observe Bill involved in several roles at BEPC, including at the pulpit, in the choir loft or
among the pews on any given Sunday. He might be leading the confession and/or leading the prayer
before presenting the first scripture lesson, or he might be helping serve communion while wearing
his choir robe. For certain you’ll hear his rich, strong voice in the Choir. And you’ll also hear his
wife, Sue’s beautiful voice. Both of them also sing in The Appalachian Chorale.
Bill grew up in Alta Vista, Virginia. After high school, he spent four years in the Air Force before
attending and graduating from Hampton-Sydney College. He has been a Presbyterian all of his life
and has served as an Ordained Elder in Alta Vista as well as in the Annapolis, Maryland area. Bill
served as Director of the YMCA in Alta Vista for 10 years, but most of his life he has served as a
manager in the restaurant and motel business. As a single parent, he managed the 19 room ski lodge and restaurant at Seven
Devils from early 1971 until late 1972, when the owner had to close the operation. Bill explained that the lessons he learned
from being a single parent helped guide his life’s journey in the correct way more than any other experience.
Bill and his wife, Sue celebrated their 30th Wedding Anniversary on April 5, 2016. She was a School Psychologist who
graduated from Appalachian State. (Her mother graduated from Lees-McRae in 1930.) Bill and Sue moved to the
Annapolis, Maryland area where Bill became the Manager of “The Dry Dock”, which is the Naval Academy’s student
union. He retired from there after 15 years. The couple then moved back to Alta Vista where Bill served on the Planning
Commission and Town Council for 10 years before they moved here.
- George Anderson

Property Development
Property Development Update: Progress continues on planning for development of the property
across from church to provide needed additional parking. The request to rezone the property
from Residential (R2) to Civic Zoning District (CZD)was approved by the Town of Banner
Elk on April 11. CZD allows parking as a primary use for property. The topographical survey
of the property was completed and delivered to the engineer. He is now working on design concepts that meet our needs for parking spaces while addressing our goals for safety, convenience
and compatibility with the surrounding area.

Community Events

Trip to the Holy Land
The Reverend Whit Malone, Senior Pastor of First Presbyterian Church in Hickory, is leading a study tour to the Holy Land
this September 9-19. The trip is open to others in our presbytery. The $3930 price includes air, lodging, all meals, entrance
fees, full time guide, tips…everything! For more information, visit www.insightsintravel.com and click on “First Presbyterian Israel” for all the details!

Book Exchange at the Historic Banner Elk School
The Book Discussion Group at the Book
Exchange in the Historic Banner Elk School is open to
anyone in the community who wishes to come.
On May 5th from 6:30-8:00, the group will discuss Anne
Tyler’s novel, A Spool of Blue Thread. Those who
attend will decide which book to read for the June 2nd
meeting. Come and join the fun! Contact Cathy Tolman
for more information at 704-608-2814 (cell).

The New Opportunity School for Women annual
session begins on May 29th. NOSW is celebrating
11 years at Lees-McRae College and we are most
thankful for all the kindness and support which has
been shown to our program by members of BEPC.
We hope that you will continue to support our
transformational program. Please check our website at lmc.edu/nosw or call the office at 898-8905
for more information.

Avery Habitat for Humanity
Since Habitat was organized in Avery County many years ago, members of our church family have
generously supported the work of this ministry. Through contributions of leadership, time, talent, resources and energy (including a great deal of hard physical labor), 43 homes have been built by our
local branch of Habitat for Humanity International.
Although most of our church’s work through the years has been in Avery County, we currently have a
group of faithful builders who are putting in many hours of labor for Watauga Habitat, building a home
for our own BEPC members, Lisa and Cody Shook who owned land just over the county line. Lisa and Cody eagerly
anticipate their home’s completion near the end of June.
Over the years, in addition to financial support, our members have served on the Board, been mentors to prospective homeowners, have helped with the actual bricks-and-mortar construction of homes, have taken part in various activities such as
painting, laying floors, landscaping and cleaning through Women Build each spring, and have provided meals for volunteers
from other areas who come to share their skills and enthusiasm. When the exciting Home Dedications takes place, our Comfort Makers present the family with a lovely handmade comforter, Donna and Bill Dicks provide a hand-crafted family
name sign, members and friends often help provide refreshments and encouragement by attending the happy celebration.
Additionally, in the past two years, Presbyterian congregations in our county have had the joy of sharing in partnership with
Avery’s Habitat in a project called “Presbyterian Build.” BEPC, along with Arbordale, Crossnore, Fletcher and Newland
Presbyterian Churches have joined with eight other churches in our denomination to complete two homes. Ground will be
broken for a third Presbyterian-built home this month! Our church has committed $10,500 to this home and will assist in many ways.
If you’re new to the area or if you’ve just postponed volunteering with Habitat, now is a great time to offer your assistance.
Steve Bender, Coy Franklin or Larry Zimmer will be glad to help you find ways to become involved. You can also
call Melanie at the Avery Habitat Office: 733-1909.
*This year’s annual Women Build for Habitat will be held on May 5th and 7th. Women are encouraged to come one or
both days to work with others from our area to work on a Habitat home now under construction. You do not have to be a
skilled carpenter, painter or roofer…you will be given necessary instructions and guidance. Please contact Habitat Office
Director Melanie Burgin at 733-1909 who has information for anyone who would like to take part in this event.
(**And student volunteers from a university in Georgia send thanks to members of our congregation
who supplied them two delicious meals while they worked here during their spring break. Our guys
who give Tuesdays and Saturdays to work on Lisa’s house also expressed appreciation for a meal
prepared for them last weekend. Thanks to all who helped provide these meals.)
Tony Fortune, Chr. Missions Committee







Every trip to Israel is special and there are multitudes of groups that go. So what are the differentiators for this trip?
We do on-site faith lessons directly relating the location to Biblical references with application to our lives.
When possible, we avoid the commercialized tourist sites while attempting to give a feel for what each area was like
during Biblical times.
We immerse ourselves in the land and the culture. While riding on a bus is necessary, we do as little “drive-by”
touring as possible.
Our guide is Jewish and our faith leader is Christian, creating a perfect
blend of authentic history and faith.
NO extra charges

Art in the Sanctuary
In the month of May, our art in the Sanctuary will be illustrating the Pentecost.
“When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one
place. Suddenly a sound like the blowing of a violent wind came
from heaven and filled the whole house where they were sitting.
They saw what seemed to be tongues of fire that
separated and came to rest on each of them. All of them were filled
with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit
enables them.” Acts: 2: 1-4
Note the fire, wind and dove on the banner. Then on Pentecost
Sunday, you will see a fabric art piece where the “tongues of fire”
surround the cross with the Spirit (the dove) descending. The long
piece of dark red silk was brought back from Japan by Emily
Garrett’s father after World War II. A symbol of peace after a long
and difficult time in American history.

Comfort Makers
Comforter Dedication
Comfort Makers dedicates May’s blanket to Carol and Dick
Larson. Carol (a retired teacher) and Dick (a former Marine
pilot and vascular surgeon) have spent these last years
making fine furniture crafted in their own home. Then they
spend hours of their time supporting programs at our church.
Most recently these two have taken special interest in the
students at Lees-McRae and their mission to attend to their
needs has been remarkable. They run the CLUTCH
program where students meet and have dinner in the middle
of the week for worship. They have been in charge of the
Spaghetti dinner where hundreds of students are fed before they begin their exams. In addition, both have served as elders,
and Dick taught adult Sunday School classes for years. Dick sings in the choir and also helped start the men's choir. The
committees, the extra projects and now Dick’s association with the “Hope” campaign at Presbytery make these two remarkable
people an easy pick for our dedication.

Church Happenings

BEPC Preschool

JULIETS

May Birthdays
2
2
3
4
4
5
5
6
10
10
11
12
13
16
18
19
21
22
25
25
25
26
26
27
28
28
28
28
30

Sarah Cleary
Garry Powell
Murry Haber
Irv Fryberger
Debbie Strait
Diane Balmer
Tiffany Dicks
Fred Dickerson
Paige Hoffman
Teresa Taylor
Chandler Moeller
Jimmy Ennis, III
Mary Chesnut Smith
Judy Hilsmier
Paul Goedhart
Louise Holshouser
Lee Councill
Amanda Anderson
Pat Polderman
Frances Rouzer
Robert Tatje
Geana Anderson
Rives Castleman
Marge Persons
Jan Craig
Bill Dicks
Annelise Haizlip
Elizabeth Garrett
Dick Larson

Church Directory Updates
Tim & Vivian Howard
19 Old Orchard Lane
Greensboro, NC 27455
Phone: :336-897-0311
Katy Fletcher
P.O. Box 10
Pineola, NC 28662
Phone: 828-2387-6957

BEPC Preschool Welcomes New Director

The Juliets will next meet for lunch and fellowship on Wednesday, May 11 at Loaves and Fishes restaurant in Crossnore. Time is
12:30pm. Please feel free to bring a guest. For more info or to sign
up, call the Church or Marge Bailey 387-4628.

The preschool welcomes Ann-Charlotte (AC) Marriott as our new director/teacher
beginning this summer. AC is a native of Gothenberg, Sweden and has been in the states
since 2003. She is married to Donald Marriott who is employed by Lees-McRae as the
tennis coach and teacher. They have a three year old daughter, Katariina.
AC received both Bachelors and Masters from High Point University. She comes to us
from the Goddard School in Mooresville, NC where she wore a number of different hats
including working with children from 6 weeks to 5 years of age.

Thank You from Raymonda…..
Thank you so much to my friends at Banner Elk Presbyterian Church for the prayers for my sister while she was battling cancer for almost a year and for the expressions of
sympathy when she passed away. It has meant so much to
know that you all have been praying for her and me. I treasure your friendships so very much and miss being with
you. Love to all,
Raymonda Luginbuhl.

She is very excited about this opportunity to be a part of our preschool and has many new
ideas to share with us. In her own words, “ Teaching the importance of God while helping
the children grow as people would be my aspiration.”

From the BEPC Preschool Director
As you may already know I will be leaving my position as director of the preschool after July. While I'm going to immensely
miss the preschool, I know that I'll be leaving the facility in great hands. The church has chosen A.C. Marriott to take my place.
She has a great deal of experience teaching preschool and interacting with children in general. We all feel confident in her ability to uphold the preschool's core values and facilitate the sustained growth of the program. We are also planning to hold summer camp again for children ages 2-5. We hope to run the camp from June 6 until the end of July. Please contact me for further
details at 910-381-6187.

WHAT ARE THEY THINKING??
Our next Fellowship luncheon will be Sunday May 22nd
following the11am worship service. It will be a pot luck
luncheon so plan to bring a dish to share. This will be a
wonderful time to enjoy some great food and fellowship!
Following the luncheon, the Worship Arts Ministry team will be presenting a
comedy, a reader's theatre piece entitled "The Choir." This is a short play about
what a choir is thinking while the preacher is preaching. See Larry Kennedy play
"Old Deacon Big Bass!" See Feild Russell play -- guess what -- the preacher. See
Rob Clemmer play the choir director and Phyllis play the woman who wishes he
would notice her! So much fun!
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Wedding Shower
Wedding shower for Amanda Leonard (Leo)
Please join us for a drop-in shower from 2-3PM Sunday, June 5 for “our” Leo and her fiancé, Robbie.
They will be married on June 18 in Banner Elk and plan to live in Morganton after their wedding. Robbie
and Leo have registered for gifts at WalMart. If you need that link, please contact Donna Dicks at
dbdicks@skybest.com Many of you will remember Leo as a “Jill of all trades” when she was a student at
Lees-McRae, often shoveling snow on our sidewalks or helping to keep the church clean. Leo most
recently served as a teacher in our pre-school program, but has just taken a new position at Lees-McRae working in the
athletic department. Drop by on June 5 to help to celebrate this special time for Leo and Robbie.
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Middle School Conference at our Massanetta Conference Center (Harrisonburg VA) has a growing interest and as plans
need to be lined out within the next few weeks please let Feild, Leslie or Ed know if you are
interested. This is a three night conference specifically for middle schoolers and their chaperones and we are aiming toward the one July 12-15. Financial support is available for youth
wishing to go. More information is available at http://www.massanettasprings.org/conferences/
middle-school-conference/. Themed “Gone Fishin’” this year’s conference will explore how an
ordinary day turned into an extra ordinary event for the first disciples. It challenges today’s
middle schoolers to think about what it means to follow Jesus.

Tue

6
Office Closed

Adventuresome and enticing activities are planned for our youth this summer. At an ice cream sundae outing, graciously
and deliciously hosted at her home, CE Chair Denise Powell along with Ed and Leslie helped parents and middle-schoolers
line up summer events. Plans and the parents in charge are listed below:
 Tubing the New River at Todd - Nancy Owen and Martha Laura Miller
 Ropes Course - Lisa Haizlip
 Bowling and Supper - Martha Garris
 Camping - Jeff Davis
 Biking on the Virginia Creeper Trail - Nancy Owen
 End of Summer Zip picnic - Martha Garris
The parents will be setting and announcing the specific date and particulars so if you are interested, please contact them.
Youth visitors and community friends are also invited. Contact Feild, Leslie or Ed if you want to be on the email list about
details.

Mon
Sun

Around the Church……...

MEMORIAL DAY

May 2016

Fri

Sat

Youth Summer Plans

Habitat Volunteer
Work Team

Robert Bright, Coy Franklin Steve Bender, Larry Zimmer

You’re never too young to
start helping out at BEPC!

Skilled Working Dog

