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Parish Associates’ Corner
On any given Tuesday, when most of us are winding down for the evening,
Dick and Carol Larson are gearing up. At 8:00 pm, students will stroll into the
Fellowship Hall and they will be hungry and they will be ready for a rigorous,
insightful, thought-provoking discussion. This is the challenge for the Larsons!
Before the first student runs into the kitchen to hug Carol, she will have spent
hours preparing two dinners - one for carnivores and another for the vegans in
the group. Much of the food has been prepared by other hands, but Carol sees
to it that it is kept warm and that everything is on the table and ready to go
when the discussion wraps up. Smiling throughout, her trademark knitted hat in
place, she marshals her forces like any good general. Food is a strong driver for
this program and she knows it.
Meanwhile, Dick is readying the video and going over his discussion points.
He has been hard at work all week, researching Bible passages and preparing
key questions that will provoke discussion among the college students who
attend CLUTCH. His presentation includes some trademark jokes - most of
which will elicit a groan – and he has prepared those as well. When the first
student arrives, he has a quip or a question for each. He knows these students they are his.
As anyone knows who has tried to start a conversation with a child or
grandchild, finding common ground can be difficult. Dick is aware of this, and
jokes that perhaps these students need someone who is their age, or the age of
their parents - anything but a grandparent. But the students of CLUTCH will
tell you, Dick and Carol know them, they love them, and they have been there
for them. When the program was threatened with termination because of a lack
of leadership, the Larsons took it on. They kept the program going, they cared
to know the students, and the students will tell you - that counts for a lot! The
affection they hold for the Larsons is evident in every interaction.
The program is winding down for this year. The students will go off in their
various directions - some to graduation, some to jobs, all of them away. As the
school year closes, we give thanks for the Larsons - for the gifts they are and for
the care and attention they show each week. As representatives of BEPC, the
Larsons are the best possible expression of the love and support our
congregation feels for ‗our‘ college kids. Thank you, Dick and Carol. Have a
great summer of rest!
Leslie Piper
Parish Associate

Session Review

Opportunities To Learn And Grow

April Session Review

Faith Seekers’ Class
About the Faith Seekers Class: Explore various issues, using music, video and conversation.
Food: Coffee and snacks provided (usually)
Money: Receives an offering for good causes and needs
Time: 9:30 AM
Where: Upstairs in Room 215 (above Feild‘s office)
In May, the Faith Seekers class will study a book entitled Troubled Minds: Mental Illness and the Church's Mission, by Amy Simpson.
Our remarkable Adult Sunday School class, after a session on Rick Warren's sermon when he lost his son to suicide, wants to explore
what we should do as a church to help those with mental challenges. These include situational problems (divorce, loss of loved one or
depression over an event) to chronic conditions, or to parents/grandparents who are dealing with a loved one with mental illness. The
group spoke to area counselors, including our own Brant Piper. Janet Speer went to a conference in Raleigh and brought back the book
we will study. The book helps explain what the church can and cannot do. We may not be able to offer therapy, but we can offer
comfort and be a resource for getting help. Our pastor fully endorses our looking into this area and studying our unique possibilities for
serving those with needs in the area of mental health. At any given time, 25% of the people in a church congregation have such
challenges within a year. Anyone is welcome to join us for this study.

On Sunday May 3 at 9:30am in the Margaret Tate Parlor, there will be a farewell reception and celebration of two
devoted members of our faith, Clyde and Marge Persons.

Music for Summer at BEPC
As many of you know, we will begin our summer early services June 1st of this year and
plan to have the men's choir sing for that service. If you are interested in joining the group,
we will rehearse on Tuesday's at 7 pm beginning in early May and sing each Sunday
morning at the 8:30 service. Several years ago the men decided to wear a blue blazer with
either grey or khaki slacks (decided each week) and a Presbyterian tie (provided) in lieu of robes. Please contact Diane Rydell
for further information at(828) 898-5343.

The Session met at Grandfather Home for Children for its April meeting and was received with hospitality by Mae Weed, who shared a story about how the Home impacts children.
Approved:





a trial run of a new regular meeting day and time for Session: the third Tuesday of each
month at 1:00 p.m.
two new activities sponsored by the Congregational Care Committee: a May 20 trip to Jonesboro, TN to hear a
story performance by Elizabeth Ellis, and an evening of Big Mountain Circle dancing in the Fellowship Hall
sometime this summer.
2 additional days of continuing education leave for the pastor in August

Heard:






financial reports
committee reports
update on activity of parish associates Ed Donnell and Leslie Piper
presentation on a mission campaign being implemented by the Presbytery of Western North Carolina
(by Co-Chairman Feild Russell)

Around the Church…….

Our combined chancel choir meets Wednesday at 7:15 in the sanctuary and we welcome ladies and men who may want to
participate in the Sunday 11am service to join us for that rehearsal. Some of our men sing in both choirs each week, if they
can be part of the rehearsals. We look forward to a summer of praising God through music at both services.

ROMEOS Out to Lunch - Again!!

Shepherd Program
Our Shepherd Program is need of Shepherds for the Summer! This congregation is blessed to have folks who volunteer
to serve as shepherds for a month. This program has been very successful in ministering to those in need of comfort,
contact, meals and prayer. The volunteer notebooks are organized each month, so the necessary jobs are easy to handle.
It is a wonderful opportunity to get to know others and to provide loving care for those in need. If you would like to
serve as a shepherd for a month, please sign up in the church office area or contact Donna Dicks (898-6667) or
Debi Tornow (387-4914).

Rev. Dan Brubaker (left) pastor at Banner Elk United
Methodist and Rev. Feild Russell pastor at Banner Elk
Presbyterian led the Kiwanis Prayer Breakfast
program on April 11 for 40 participants. Both Dan
and Feild are members of the Kiwanis Club of Banner
Elk.

Hey, Cathy, can
you take one
step backwards?

Photos provided by
Jim Swinkola
Cathy Richmond , cleaning the
church yard before Easter!

PCUSA

BEPC Family Members
Phyllis Clemmer

NEWS FLASH from the Communications Committee
The Presbyterian Church (USA) has asked to feature our website on their official home page!
Rob Clemmer says he has given them permission. Rob attributes much of our website‘s
appeal and user-friendly design to our own volunteer ―COW‖—Clerk of Works, Larry
Zimmer who continually improves design and updates the content of our web page.
Check us out often: www.bannerelkpresbyterian.org

We Are Already There
Presbyterian Disaster Assistance (PDA) on our behalf is providing emergency relief and
short-term recovery to assist with the massive earthquake in Nepal. Our church partners with an
agency that is already on the ground helping provide immediate relief and recovery. PDA will
continue to help long-term with complete, in-depth healing.
Gifts through our Easter offering, One Great Hour of Sharing, help make this assistance possible.
God‘s people are once again called on to stand in the ―GAP‖—Give, Act, Pray. For more
information, visit www.pcusa.org/pda.

BEPC Is Connected

When her Freshman class was arriving and getting settled at Lees-McRae College, Phyllis didn‘t
know that a very special historical event in her life was beginning to take place. As her luggage was
being carried into the room by the college football players (who back then helped get the freshman
class settled), there was one young man in particular who must have been impressed by Phyllis
because he later told a friend that she was the girl he was going to marry. At the time, Phyllis said
she thought that it was a rather presumptuous thing for the young man, who happened to be Rob
Clemmer, to say; and she thought he was being arrogant. Rob was a sophomore, and she said that
over time he convinced her to feel differently! They were married after she graduated. Rob went to
work as a teacher where he had a successful career as a public school educator and administrator.
Since 1999 they have been beloved members and vital leaders in the Banner Elk Presbyterian
Church family. Phyllis said that she and Rob had always wanted to come back to live in the place where they met.
For a year prior to moving here permanently, they would drive from Winston-Salem for choir practice on Wednesday evenings,
drive back for work the next morning and return on Friday afternoon for the weekend. While they were living in WinstonSalem, Phyllis helped open a soup kitchen. She volunteered in the program for 10 years. When she moved here she became
interested in Feeding Avery Families. They tried to have a soup kitchen here, but because of the spread out demographics,
distributing food from a central place was found to be much more effective. Feeding Avery Families started as a county
program and then local churches took it over. Phyllis has been involved in the program for about 13 years.
Phyllis is an ordained elder in the Presbyterian Church. She said that it is a wonderful feeling to see young people grow up in
the church. Many who were here when she and Rob first got involved with the youth have graduated from high school and are
in college or some kind of career. There were about 30 children and young people active in the congregation when Rob and
Phyllis moved here. Rob was asked to take over the youth group when the Reverend Susan Rice left. Both Rob and Phyllis
taught Sunday School for about six years. They also organized the summer Bible School programs. Phyllis said, ―It‘s good to
see we are getting more children now.‖
George Anderson
Bob and Helen Smith
For almost 60 years, Dr. Bob and Helen Smith have served BEPC and our
community with unswerving dedication. They both grew up in Pittsburg and had
planned to settle in Ohio, but Bob, an Internist, read an advertisement about the
medical work of a small mountain hospital in rural NC, and from that point their
lives changed direction. Helen smiles remembering their first visit here as they
drove up the curvy road from Valle Crucis to visit their future home town. But they
instantly liked the people here and say that the friendly, caring nature of folks is still
one of their favorite things about Banner Elk and our church.

Did you know that throughout the U.S. there are more than 60 Presbyterian Church (USA)
congregations and fellowships that worship in Middle Eastern languages? These include
Arabic, Armenian, Assyrian, Chaldean, Farsi and Persian.
We are familiar with contemporary images of war, strife, poverty, dislocation and suppression of religions and civil
freedoms which depict life in many Middle Eastern regions. Yet beyond this turmoil, Middle Eastern Ministries of our
denomination is working to ensure that Christians from those areas who now reside here in the US, are equipped to minister
to new and existing congregations. An example of this ministry was the recent ordination of two Egyptian ministerial
candidates in Kansas. Working cooperatively, Egypt‘s Synod of the Nile and Delta Presbytery in Kansas presided over this
ordination. One of the new pastors will serve a spiritual and social ministry for Arabic speakers in Kansas City, supervised
by Heartland Presbytery of PC (USA).
Through the work of our wider Church which follows Jesus‘s call to serve ―all the world,‖ BEPC is connected to many
needs being met.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Information from Presbyterian News Service, April 8, 2015.

In addition to raising their six children, (both Paul and Steve still attend our church), they have found energy and strength to
minister throughout the years to those whose lives they touch. Before we had a pre-school program, Helen had a young
children‘s weekday group in her home. She was very active in Presbyterian Women of the Church and Circle groups, and
always assisted with children and youth activities. Together the Smiths led community college-age Bible study groups in their
home for many years and also hosted lively church parties and events. Dr. Bob‘s contributions to BEPC are almost too many
to list, but include teaching Sunday school for many years, serving as both Deacon and Elder, coordinating Christmas
International House for college students away from their homes during the holidays, helping lead a project to resettle a
Vietnamese refugee family here, visiting newcomers, and encouraging church mission commitment, particularly with the
Avery County prison ministry.
Until recently, if a church service or activity were taking place, we knew Helen and Bob would be there. These days, they stay
home more and have some weekday in-home assistance. But something they especially enjoy is the fact that each of their
children, even Ruthie who lives in Chicago, take rotating turns being with their parents on weekends. Often we see various
members of the Smith family (6 children, 12 grands and 6 great-grands) attending worship with Bob and Helen. Look for them
in their regular pew, last row on the left side of the sanctuary--a very special couple who continue to bless our church family.
Tony Fortune

Milestones

Art in the Sanctuary

LOUISE VonCANON HOLSHOUSER TO CELEBRATE 104TH BIRTHDAY!
The first time I interviewed Louise Holshouser was for a project our church had in the 1980s called “Meet Our Family.”
Louise and her husband Bill had recently moved back to Banner Elk to settle into retirement in the house where she was born.
She still lives in that home with her daughter Linda, her full-time care-giver. I again wrote an article for this newsletter about
Louise seven years ago when she was celebrating a mere 97th birthday. (That article is repeated below.) ON MAY 19,
LOUISE VON CANON HOLSHOUSER WILL TURN 104 YEARS OLD! We, the members of her church family, celebrate
with her and send her our love and all good wishes on this momentous occasion.
--Claire Fortune
~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Fun-loving, entertaining, knowledgeable. These words have often been used to describe Louise who lives in her
family‘s homeplace where she was born in 1911. She laughs that she and Avery County are the same age. Her eyes twinkle as
she relates tales of early days in Banner Elk history interspersed with stories of local families and relatives who helped settle our
area. Many of us have enjoyed attending parties, weddings, homecomings and music fests in her home, which is listed as an
Avery County Historical Site. Her daughter Linda shares her home and is carefully preserving their family history which is also
Banner Elk‘s story.
Louise‘s father, Fred, owned ―maybe 1,000 acres‖ of land which now includes Hanging Rock Estates, The Farm,
Diamond Creek and on to Seven Devils. He raised sheep and cattle and grew most of their food, except sugar and coffee. She
and her siblings enjoyed tapping maple trees, drinking from natural springs on their property, and bottle-feeding the young
lambs each spring. She tells of attending Lees-McRae Institute from second grade through high school, then graduating from
Flora McDonald College (now St. Andrews) before returning to teach science at Cranberry High School. Along the way, she
met Bill Holshouser who ―never said anything that didn‘t need to be said,‖ she laughs. Louise tells of being married in her
living room where Mrs. Edgar Tufts played the piano. She goes on to share funny tales of their honeymoon spent at a CCC
camp during the Depression and of various friends and kin who have visited and interacted with the large, hospitable VonCanon
family throughout the years.
Louise and Bill were gone from this area for nearly 40 years, living most of that time inWashington, DC and
Arlington,VA. Bill was a metallurgist who, among other things, helped test materials for the atomic bomb. Louise was a busy
mother of three who was always involved with worthwhile church and community work. Their familyoften provided care for
runaway children and troubled young people as Louise worked through the courts and the church on their behalf.
In 1980, after enjoying extended travel, Louise and her husband returned to Banner Elk to refurbish her lovely
homeplace and to ―keep the home fires burning‖ for relatives from all over the world to come and touch base with their heritage.
Louise keeps up with current news and events, but she especially enjoys sharing ―the good ol‘ days‖ with visitors who
stop by. We congratulate her on the occasion of her birthday and send best wishes from her church family.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Stay tuned a few months from now and you’ll read about Louise’s cousin, Mary Elder, our church’s oldest member who will
turn 105 years old in October!

Art in the Sanctuary – Becky Franklin
―One day I took a camera with me as I explored some of the downtown buildings in
Tupelo, MS. The two men and I nodded to each other. They became a part of that scene and
helped tell a story of place, and friendship to the viewer of the
watercolor I did based on that encounter. In a way it also tells a story of how my life developed when Coy, our young children and I moved from the Nashville area to the Deep South Auburn, Al. At first I went back to school to get my masters in education, taking some art
courses as always. I ended up being hired by a superintendent from Georgia who was in class
with me. I commuted to West Point, Georgia where I taught. Then I taught art at LaGrange
Boys Junior High in LaGrange, Georgia. Both schools were majority or nearly majority
black. My students and I learned from each other. Coy and I moved to Tupelo just after our
son, Jimmy graduated from Auburn High. To my surprise, I ended up teaching art right
away at Tupelo High School. Maybe they thought that if I could successfully teach some of
those rascally Boys Junior High boys, maybe I could deal with an art department that
had fallen on hard times. My approach was to gradually increase expectations. I ended up
beginning an advanced placement art class which was fun for me. By this time both our children had graduated from college and Coy was making a better salary, so I retired and had
time to do some art work. I was able to sell art work at the Tupelo Art Festival held on Mother's Day each year. In addition I
became a member of Mississippi Art Colony, a group who retreat to a camp a couple of hours below Jackson twice a year. But
when Coy retired we returned to the lovely hills and mountains where our children and five grandchildren love to visit.‖
Bible Verse for mediation on Becky‘s painting:
Ephesians 4:25 ―Therefore, put away falsehood. Let each one of you speak the truth with his neighbor, for we are members,
one of another.‖

Camping Season is Here!
Camp Grier has four different programs based on age levels: Ages 7-9, 10-12, 13-18, 16-18. The programs
run from June 14 through July 31 in one and two week segments. Activities include hiking, swimming, arts and
crafts, canoeing, Bible study, creek walks, nature study, backpacking, rock climbing. For more information and
to register, visit www.campgrier.org. You may also contact them at 828-668-7793. Camp Grier is located in
Old Fort, North Carolina.

Explorer Summer Programs- Ages 7-9
Explorer Programs form the foundation of the Summer Journey Series. Campers hear the simple message of Jesus'
love and enjoy the safety it brings. Out of that safety they develop curiosity, calculate risk, and learn to trust themselves
and others. The result is self-confidence, and a strong identity.
Discoverer Summer Programs- Ages 10-12Discoverer SumerPrograms- Ages 10-12
You're learning your place in God's world. Who are you? What are your limits? What are you really made of? It's time to DISCOVER that
YOU ROCK! Use the confidence you built as an Explorer and step out of your comfort zone a little!

Adventurer Summer Programs- Ages 13-18
Adventurers backpack into Harper Creek, learn to roll a kayak, paddle the Green River or rock climb at Table Rock. We promise you'll learn
some cool things about yourself and the world as an Adventurer.
Louise‘s 102nd birthday with her grandchildren
Louise & Bill Holshouser circa 1960
Louise Holshouser circa 1940

Navigator Summer Programs- Ages 16-18
You're confident in who God created you to be, and you've pushed your limits to find out what you're made
of. It's time to draw from that strong identity and NAVIGATE your world! Designed for older campers, no
two Navigator programs are the same, but count on combining adventure and service to stretch yourself!

Church Happenings

Missions

JULIETS
The JULIETS next luncheon will be at Loaves and Fishes in
Crossnore. Please join them on Wednesday, May 13 at
12:30pm. Please let us know that you plan to come by signing the

May Birthdays
4
4
5
6
10
10
11
12
13
16
19
21
25
25
25
26
27
28
28
28
30

Irv Fryberger
Debbie Strait
Tiffany Dicks
Fred Dickerson
Paige Hoffman
Teresa Taylor
Chandler Moeller
Jimmy Ennis, III
Mary Chesnut Smith
Judy Hilsmier
Louise Holshouser
Lee Councill
Pat Polderman
Frances Rouzer
Robert Tatje
Geana Anderson
Marge Persons
Jan Craig
Bill Dicks
Annelise Haizlip
Dick Larson

reservation form in the church reception area or you may call the
church office at 828-898-5406. You may call Marge Bailey at
828-387-4628 if you have any questions. This is a great opportunity
for food and fellowship!

Fellowship Luncheon
Come one, come all and bring your favorite spring dish to share at our May luncheon,
which will follow worship Sunday, May 17th. This year we are utilizing teams to
head up our meals. The idea is to engage more people in sharing the load and getting
involved. If you haven't been asked to help with one of our meals this year and
would like to help out, please call Carolyn Jones at 828-260-3324 and join in the fun
this May. You will get to work with others and will surely be blessed.

OASIS Needs Our Help
Recently, our session has committed its support to OASIS, the local agency which meets the needs of those suffering from
domestic violence and sexual abuse in Avery County. In addition to volunteer help and funding, this important assistance
program needs the following items:




















Umbrellas
Waterproof jackets, coats and boots of all sizes
Women‘s clothing (seasonally and professionally appropriate)
Children‘s clothing (especially for 5-12 year olds)
Pajamas, robes, slippers for adults and children
New underwear for children and adults (varying sizes)
Shoes (all sizes, but especially for standing, walking)
Towels (sets of bath, wash and hand towels especially good)
Feminine products
First aid supplies (band-aids, cough drops, Neosporin, allergy medicine, etc.)
Tissues
Hair products (shampoo, conditioner, hair styling products, clips, barrettes)
New makeup products
Toothbrushes, toothpaste, small containers of mouthwash
Batteries (AA, AAA, C, D)
Belts
Gas cards ($20 increments)
Gift cards (Lowes Hardware, Wal-Mart, local grocery stores in any amount)

There will be plastic tub for collection of these items in the office area. If you have questions, please call Dick Larson,
898-9341 or Donna Dicks 898-6667.

Time for A Change

Story Telling Event

The Congregational Care Committee is sponsoring two fellowship events in May. One is the lunch after church on
May 17th. The other event is a trip to Jonesborough on Wednesday, May 20. We will leave the church at 10:15 stopping
for barbeque at Ridgewood. Then, we will head to Jonesborough for a 2:00 show at The International Storytelling Center
featuring Elizabeth Ellis. The show will last for an hour so we should be back by 4:30. Elizabeth teaches storytelling at ETSU and tells stories of her mountain heritage. The tickets are
$12 for adults and $11 for seniors. Because tickets are
limited, reservations are needed by May 6. You may call Cathy Richmond at 898-9019 or
email at carichmond49@gmail.com to make a reservation. For more information about this
event you can go to www.storytellingcenter.net and check the TIR schedule.

As we begin a new year, let us remember the little ones who always need our help. We
need to provide formula for infants and diapers (sizes 2 through 5). We do not need diapers for
newborns. If you prefer not to shop, you can make a donation to "It's Time for a Change" and we
will shop for the above items for you. Janet Milsaps is always so appreciative when these items are
delivered to RAM. Remember, you can make a difference in the life of a little one. Thanks for
your support to this ministry. If you have questions, please call Carolyn Jones at 733-6902.

New Opportunity School for Women News
Time is quickly approaching for the annual session of New Opportunity School for Women
at Lees-McRae College. This year‘s session begins significantly earlier than in the past as
we worked with LMC conferencing to determine the best dates and usage of College facilities. The women will arrive on Sunday May 31st and our graduation/anniversary celebration will be held on Saturday June 20 th.
NOSW is celebrating ten years at Lees-McRae College and we are most thankful for all the kindness and support which has been shown
to our program by members of Banner Elk Presbyterian Church. We hope that you will continue to support our transformational program,
and invite you to join the numerous celebrations we will be hosting throughout the summer. Please check our website at lmc.edu/nosw or
call the office at 898-8905 for more information.
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29
Office Closed

27
28
9am BEPC Preschool 9am BEPC Preschool
10am Comfort Makers 11:15 am ROMEO’s
4:30pm Handbells
Men’s Lunch Group
7:15 pm Choir

26
9am BEPC Preschool
9:30 am Habitat Work
10amWomen’s Study
7pm Men’s Choir

31
9:30am SS Classes
11 am Worshipv
6:05 pm Worship

OFFICE CLOSED

25
Memorial Day

22
Office Closed

20
21
9am BEPC Preschool 9am BEPC Preschool
10am Comfort Makers 11:15 am ROMEO’s
4:30pm Handbells
Men’s Lunch Group
7:15pm Choir

19
9am BEPC Preschool
9:30 am Habitat Work
10amWomen’s Study
1pm Session
3-5pm Prayer Shawl
7pm Men’s Choir

18
9am BEPC Preschool

17
9:30am SS Classes
11 am Worshipv
6:05 pm Worship
12 N Lunch
4pm Sacrament Class
24
9:30am SS Classes
11 am Worshipv
6:05 pm Worship

15
Office Closed
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9am BEPC Preschool 9am BEPC Preschool
10am Comfort Makers 11:15 am ROMEO’s
12:30pm JULIETS
Men’s Lunch Group
4:30pm Handbells
7:15 pm Choir

12
9am BEPC Preschool
9:30 am Habitat Work
10amWomen’s Study
7pm Men’s Choir

11
9am BEPC Preschool

10
9:30am SS Classes
11 am Worshipv
6:05 pm Worship
4pm Sacrament Class

1
Office Closed

Fri

8
Office Closed

Thu

6
7
9am BEPC Preschool 9am BEPC Preschool
10am Comfort Makers 11:15 am ROMEO’s
4:30pm Handbells
Men’s Lunch Group
7:15pm Choir

Wed

5
9am BEPC Preschool
9:30 am Habitat Work
10amWomen’s Study
3-5pm Prayer Shawl

Tue

4
9am BEPC Preschool

Mon

3
9:30am SS Classes
11 am Worshipv
6:05 pm Worship
4pm Sacrament Class

Sun

May 2015

30
30am Men’s Prayer
Breakfast at
Banner Elk Café

23
30am Men’s Prayer
Breakfast at
Banner Elk Café

16
30am Men’s Prayer
Breakfast at
Banner Elk Café

9
30am Men’s Prayer
Breakfast at
Banner Elk Café

2
30am Men’s Prayer
Breakfast at
Banner Elk Café

Sat

BEPC Preschool

Preschool Registration for 2015/2016

BEPC Preschool registration for next year has begun. We are open for 2, 3, and 4 year olds whose birthday comes before
August 30. Children currently enrolled have first priority, next is children or grandchildren of BEPC members, then May 15,
enrollment will open to the public. If you know of anyone interested, please have them contact our director, Shane Parker.

Dance & Exercise Class
Sophia’s Birthday!

Easter Egg Hunt!

BEPC Graduates

Congratulations to Our Graduates!

We are happy to send congratulations and good wishes to our five students who are
graduating this spring.


Ben Earwood, Watauga High School


Cody Shook, Watauga High School


Emma Earwood, NC State


Mary Chestnut Smith, UNC Wilmington


Ben Garris, Union Presbyterian Seminary

In a coming newsletter we will be featuring each of these young people as they tell us their plans for the future. In the
meantime, we want them to know how proud their church family is of each one of them, and how we will continue to follow
them with love and prayers as they move into the next phase of their lives.

