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SUNDAY WORSHIP SERIVCES
9:30 am Sunday School
11:00 am Worship - traditional
6:05 pm Worship - informal

From the Pastor….
Easter comes early this year, and it’s anyone’s guess as to how many signs of
Spring will be evident when we get to March 27. Presently there isn’t much
to suggest re-creation and resurrection. No crocus or daffodil starting to poke
through the ground, much less the snow.
But there are other hints of change and growth and regeneration. In the
middle of a snow squall, I was given a welcome reminder through a child.
Just a few days ago I had the privilege of spending a little time with Pepper
Henley, one of our youngest congregants. When she became a little fussy
during naptime, I got to rock her back to sleep and enjoy her calm rest on my
shoulder for a good 45 minutes.
It is hard not to think of the possibilities for life when holding a child that
young. What does God have in store for her? What talents does she possess
that will be developed and honed? How will her personality bless those
around her? In what ways will she encourage, and be encouraged by, others
along her life journey?
There will inevitably twists and turns, joys and sadness, victories and
defeats. Those of us who have lived a fair bit of life know that there will be
doors shut and windows open, dead ends and exciting opportunities, and that
God will be in the mix all along the way.
The Easter message has a similar thrust. We tend to think of it solely in
terms of what happens after our physical bodies are spent: resurrection and
eternal life.
But isn’t that limiting the power of Easter? Isn’t Easter also about the
possibilities in each of our lives right now? The chance for do-overs,
renewal, recovery, restoration?
As we move through the rest of the Lenten (Old English for “Spring”) season
on the way to Easter, perhaps part of our work is to embrace each Sunday as
the mini-Easter that it represents, and consider how God infuses Easter
power even into our daily lives – to restore, to transform, to re-create.
- Feild

Friendship Tea

Opportunities To Learn And Grow
Faith Seekers’ Class
About the Faith Seekers’ Class: Explore various issues, using music, video and conversation.
Food: Coffee and snacks provided (usually)
Money: Receives an offering for good causes and needs
Time: 9:30 AM
For the month of March, the class will continue the Lenten study: Lord, Teach Us to Pray is a six-week
study on the Lord’s Prayer. In Matthew 6 Jesus offers the Lord’s Prayer as he teaches his disciples
about prayer and spirituality. Though the Lord’s Prayer is often said by heart, behind it are six petitions through which we
can gain a better understanding of our relationship to God and the nature of the requests we bring before God. Rev. Brant
Piper is teaching this study. We will not meet Easter Sunday Morning and encourage you to attend sunrise services.

It seems that our February Friendship Tea is becoming an enjoyable tradition. For the third year, friends old and new,
have laughed, sipped tea, become better acquainted and just had a good time at this event. Hats and white gloves were
donned by some. Prizes were given in three categories for hats: El Wilson’s hat had the best story, having been worn as
part of her honey-moon going-away outfit over fifty years ago; Margaret Trivette won “most glamorous” hat with her
fascinator-style made popular by current British royalty; and Carolyn West wore her grandmother’s hat from the 1920s,
winning her the oldest-hat prize. Angela Todd won the door prize which was her choice of any prayer shawl made by
our knitters. She selected a soft, colorful shawl from those on display. Since pictures tell the story better than words,
please note the lively time depicted in the accompanying photos made by Chris Zimmer. It’s not too early to begin finding your bonnet for next year’s event. Everyone asked for friendship teas to continue, even though snow and ice may
cause us to change from February to a time of more predictable weather.

Lenten Study
Easter is early this year (March 27th), which means that Lent has begun! Please join us for a Lenten
study, which meets on Wednesday evenings throughout Lent. Together we will study the book,
"24 Hours that Changed the World", by Adam Hamilton. Drawing on insights from history,
archaeology, geography, and the Bible, Hamilton takes us to the Holy Land and provides a deeper
understanding of the most amazing day in history. We visit the sites where those earth-shaking
events took place, and we walk where Jesus walked along the road that led to the pain and triumph
of the cross. This study will take place on Wednesday evenings at 7:00 pm and is facilitated by
Rev. Leslie Piper. Study books cost $9.00, and are available in the church office. Please join us for
this study!

Eli Wilson sporting her
“Going Away Hat” from
1958 - it looks brand new!

Margaret Trivette is spotted wearing one of
the ever popular “fascinator” hats!!
Cindy Goedhart is smashing in blue!

Angela Todd and her new
prayer shawl!

Walking with Shadows
This support group, under the direction of Rev. Brant Piper, is currently looking into ways of
staying healthy when taking care of those with mental illness. We have enjoyed excellent
attendance with persons who have much to offer those who deal with the day to day challenges.
The group is also in the process of gathering resources. The group meets on the second Monday of
every month. The group meets on the second Monday of each month. Our next meeting will be
March 14th at 7 PM in the Margaret Tate Parlor on the second floor near the elevator.
Judge Marge Bailey

The Spy!

Winter Weather Advisory
ALERT ! WINTER WEATHER ADVISORY
In the event that weather conditions prevent us from conducting our Sunday morning service of
worship, we will do our best to pass this information on to you. As soon as a decision is made,
we will update our web page (www.bannerelkpresbyterian.org), send out an e-mail, change the
message on the church answering machine and possibly begin a phone tree. Please know that it
is never our desire to cancel a service of worship, but there are times that conditions - such as
ice or power loss - warrant that we take this step to help insure the safety of our members. Please note, too, that if power is
lost it could compromise our ability to follow through with the above plan. In that event, consider calling Pastor Feild
Russell at 757-846-1105 for information.

The Instigators - Claire Fortune and Ruth
Matherne, with “innocent bystanders Dedy
Traver and Jane Boyer!

Carolyn West wearing her grandmother’s hat from the 1920’s!
Carolyn seems to be hiding from the

Don’t drop it!!!?!

Communications

Lent and Holy Week
Leading Up To Easter

New Location for Sign-up Sheets!
In an effort to keep the reception area less cluttered and more welcoming, sign-up sheets
for upcoming events and opportunities have been moved to the hall display case just
around the corner from the office area. Please check there for activities or needs in which
you may want to participate or volunteer.
Right now, some events include meals for CLUTCH, our college group which meets on
Tuesday evenings with the Larsons; another sheet has room for ladies to sign-up for the
next JULIETS luncheon; a third is for our monthly Shepherds’ ministry program (contact
Debi Tornow for more information). Also, please sign-up if you are planning to attend
the Maundy Thursday meal on March 24, so that we will know how much food to prepare (contact Janet Speer for more information).

March 24 – 5:30 PM Maundy Thursday Seder
A Middle Eastern dinner and Seder Service.
As parishioners partake of their meal, they contemplate and participate in a service at each
table. The night is complemented by special music. There is a sign up sheet in the church
Office or you may call the office at 898-5406 to make reservations.
March 25 – 7:00PM Good Friday
March 27 Easter Day – Bring flowers today to the 11 o’clock service to
put on the cross on the lawn
7:00AM - Sunrise Service at Grandfather Home for Children;
Reservoir Hill, followed by breakfast at Grandfather Home
11:00 AM - Easter Sunday Service

We hope that you will find this new organizational system helpful and useful…please let the Communications Committee
know what you think!

We Are Connected - Denominational News

Maundy Thursday service has become a very special event in our church. Participants gather at tables
in the fellowship hall and are served a Mediterranean meal prepared by the women of our
church. During the meal, we participate by tables in a worship meal, with guidance from Ed Donnell
and musicians who perform meaningful music throughout. The evening focuses on Jesus’ washing of
the disciples’ feet (symbolically washing hands) and call to a new commandment and incorporates a celebration of the Lord’s
Supper sacrament. The meal consists of grilled chicken, tabbouleh salad, cous cous, Mediterranean tea, olives, unleavened
breads, pita breads, fig jam, raw vegetables, olives, dipping sauces and imported baklava. A meaningful evening of fine food,
fellowship and worship. All ages and guests are invited. . All ages and guests are invited. There is a sign-up sheet in the church office to make reservations or you may call the church office at 898-5406.

One Great Hour of Sharing
God unites ALL gifts to create a big impact
All over the world, members of our extended church family are responding to needs—helping alleviate hunger,
rebuild after crises or natural catastrophe, and working with communities to overcome injustice and oppression. The
One Great Hour of Sharing our denomination participates in each Easter places us up-close and personal to troubled
areas throughout the U.S.A. and across the globe.
When we contribute to One Great Hour of Sharing, we’re helping to:
 Provide relief through Presbyterian Disaster Assistance. Many thousands of people receive food, water,
shelter and medical care after natural disasters and in times of crisis.
 Strengthen systems of access to healthy food and clean water through the Presbyterian Hunger Program.
 Provide resources to people striving to better their lives in the face of injustice, oppression and poverty
through our Self-Development of People program.
One Great Hour of Sharing is a unique way for us to join Presbyterians, and many other denominations, as we share
Jesus’ love and compassion by uniting to make a difference in helping serve people wherever there is need.
-- Tony Fortune, Chr. Mission Committee

Good Friday we will host a Tenebrae service, a drama entitled The Shadows of the Cross. Actors throughout the congregation will announce the various shadows; those of betrayal, inner agony, loneliness, desertion, mockery and death. As each of
the associated scripture readings are presented, a portion of the church is draped in black and a candle snuffed until the congregations leaves in silence from a darkened room, harkening back to what it must
have been like for the first Christians the night of Jesus' death. These readings will be
supplemented by solos and choir pieces under the direction of Diane Rydell. The
service begins at 7 PM.

Easter Flowers
Flowers for the Cross: For Easter Sunday service, please bring flowers from your garden (or elsewhere) to adorn our cross
on the front lawn of BEPC.
Easter Flowers: This year, fresh flowers will be placed in the Sanctuary for Easter instead of live Easter
lilies. In the past, members of our congregation have purchased flowers in honor or memory of a loved
one. You can still do so by making a contribution to the Flower Fund. Your
contributions for plants will be used for planting flowers around the church this
spring. There are forms in the church office that you can complete and return
with your check to the church office or place in the offering plate. On Easter
Day, we will have a bulletin insert with the names of these loved ones that are
honored or remembered. Thank you from the Worship Committee. Orders must
be in the church office no later than Wednesday March 21, 2016.

Community Events
Upcoming Community Events of Interest
“Meet the Candidates” events: North Carolina primary elections have been moved from May to
March 15 by legislative action. To help citizens of Avery County decide for whom we should
vote, there are several “Meet the Candidates” events:
March 1: 6:00-8:30pm at Avery Middle School cafeteria in Newland. This will be most
informative, because candidates from both local and state elections will be present.
March 8: 6:30-8:00pm at the Historic Banner Elk School in the newly renovated Book Exchange;
a good time to see what’s been done in the building and to meet candidates more informally.

Please be sure to vote on March 15!!
The Book Exchange
Book Discussion Group: The Book Exchange, in the Historic Banner Elk School’s former
library, is based on the idea of “bring a book, take a book”. We will be hosting a book
discussion group on Thursday, April 7 from 6:30-8:00pm. Everyone is welcome to join
the group to discuss Jerry Shinn’s book, Dixie Autumn. Jerry is planning to attend this meeting, as well as serving as our
first guest author on June 11, from 2:00-4:00 for a book signing/sale and “talk”. Books may be purchased on
www.Amazon.com or at Fred’s on Beech Mountain. Come out for an evening of good discussion and fun!

We Need You!

Our church is blessed with many who are willing to serve in lots of ways. Please consider volunteering to help with these particular needs.:
Flowers for the sanctuary: a wipe-off calendar is located in the hallway near the church nursery for folks to sign
up if they wish to give flowers in honor or memory of an individual. Deka Tate is in charge of this ministry and
often can be found on Saturdays arranging flowers on the days that none have been designated. This is a
wonderful way to make our sanctuary more beautiful and to remind us of special friends and family. You may
contact Deka at 898-9023 if you have questions or want her to “sign you up”.
Fellowship and Nurture: This committee plans various events in the life of the congregation, including our
fellowship meals following worship, summer picnics and the Lees-McRae Soup Lunch in the fall. It is organized
in a team format, with different leaders for each gathering. There is always a need for more hands to help with
the work. Please contact Carolyn West at 387-2632, if you are interested in this program.
Music: Our congregation is blessed to have two fine choirs (the Chancel Choir which sings at the 11:00 worship
service, and the Men’s Choir, which sings at the 8:30 service from June- September) under the excellent
leadership of Diane Rydell. There is also a hand bell choir, which plays often during the year, usually as a
prelude to worship. If you are interested in learning more about ways to share your musical talents, please contact
Diane at 898-5343.

Art in the Sanctuary
March Art in the Sanctuary - Bob Pullease
I’ve always been interested in woodworking but it wasn’t until we moved to Banner Elk
that I discovered I had a love of scroll saw work. I started making ornaments using a
cookie cutter as a template and moved on to pictures, mainly reflecting my time as a Marine. From the beginning I judged my skill by the size of the scrap pile. As my skills grew
my scrap pile got smaller. I still look forward each year to discover a pattern for that
year’s Chrismon ornament. Lately I have been making pictures of pets that friends have
lost, using their photo and running it through a computer program to produce a template.
This picture, “Ascension,” is one of the most complicated ones I have done taking 16
hours to cut and finish. Only one other, “Uncommon Valor” depicting the flag raising on
Iwo Jima took longer, 28 hours. The wood is 1/8-inch-thick Baltic Birch plywood. The
black backing is felt for the 3D effect. I attach the template to the wood and drill access
holes for the saw blade in each area to be removed. Each separate cut out requires disconnecting the blade, moving it to a new drilled hole and reconnecting. This is for safety sake,
so I don’t ruin delicate parts. I cut the center first and work toward the edge. The finished
product is stained Golden Pecan and framed.
Scripture for Meditation
Luke 24: 50-51 “He led them as far as Bethany and lifting His hands He blessed them.
While He was blessing them, He withdrew from them and was carried up into heaven.”

Comfort Makers
March Quilt Dedication - Louise Holshouser
This month the Comfort Makers are dedicating this
lovely blanket to one of the icons of Banner Elk
Presbyterian Church, Louise Holshouser. At 104
years of age, Mrs. Holshouser was an active member
of the church until she became unable to attend services. Anyone who has had the privilege of sitting
with her on her front porch to talk about the history
of our mountains is fortunate indeed. Along with her
cousin (105-year-old Mary Elder who just passed
away) the two women are revered in our town and
county for their many contributions to historical
documents. Louise has given her time, her talents and
her service to the community, her family and to her Lord.

Remember The Time Change!
REMINDER - TIME TO CHANGE THOSE CLOCKS!
It’s that time again - remember to set your clocks ahead one hour before you go to bed on Saturday March 12th. This is also a good time to change the batteries in your smoke detectors and
other alarm devices.

Church Happenings

New Members
JULIETS

March Birthdays
1
4
4
4
6
6
9
12
12
13
14
15
18
20
20
23
23
24
24
25
26
26
27
27
28
28
29
29
30
31
31
31

Phil Craig
Bo Godbold
Dorie Simpson
Larry Zimmer
Tony Fortune
Steve Bender II
Helen Smith
Rob Clemmer
Libby Ennis
Lynlee Davis
Harper Beall
Susan Blalock
Verleen Gregory
Leslie Carter
Stu Strait
Laura Carringer Russell
Leslie Prince
Marge Bailey
Jeanne Morris
Pat Mason
Martha Laura Miller
Mike Shaw
Robert Blalock
Pam Wilkerson-Murtland
Nathaniel Smith
Bob Smith
Bettye Seaman
Jacob Vergara
Donna Andrews
Earnest Deavenport
Kathy Ward
Kevin Wilcox

The Juliets will meet for lunch and fellowship on
Wednesday, March 9th at the Pedalin’ Pig BBQ
Restaurant in Banner Elk. Time is 12:30 PM. There is a
sign-up sheet in the hallway next to the church office or
call Marge Bailey at 387-4628. Please feel free to bring a
guest.

Freezer Food Needed
We are in need of items for our “food freezer”, as a recent emergency cleaned out
everything we had on hand. If you have extra soups, casseroles or single portions of
a meal that you could bring to share, please put them in freezer-safe containers and
label them with the contents and date before putting these items in the freezer
(located in the furnace room off the fellowship hall). Call Janet Speer for more
information.

Steve and Betsy Hill
Have you noticed the two new members of our church choir? They are Steve
and Betsy Hill, who recently joined our church by transfer of letter from
Plymouth Church of Shaker Heights, Ohio. Steve and Betsy found our
church through our website and chose to join Banner Elk Presbyterian after
visiting us and other area churches. They came to the area because of nearby
family (grandchildren!) and are settled into Echota in Foscoe. Both worked
in the Cleveland, Ohio area: Steve as an intellectual property attorney (now
semi-retired) and Betsy as a psychiatrist (currently retired, but planning to
work part-time). Welcome, Steve and Betsy; we hope that you will find
your talents with us!

BEPC Family Members

Time to Recycle!
It’s that time of year again! Through the end of
March, we will continue to collect old telephone
directories to be recycled through Skyline Telephone’s annual program. Banner Elk School
received 25 cents per directory which is used to
purchase needed items for classroom teachers. There is a box in the reception area of the
church office for these old telephone
books. Thank you!

Reminders…...
Don’t forget to pick up dishes you’ve brought to church!
There are two large baskets on the window ledge near the
elevator on the bottom floor with “left-over” dishes from
various meals we’ve recently had. Please check to see if
any belong to you, because we will be gathering up these
abandoned items and donating them to RAM.

THANK YOU to all who helped to make the ladies’ Valentine Tea such a success!
The morning was filled with fun, laughter and delicious treats…well done! Is this
now an annual tradition? Let’s hope so!

The Rev. Dr. Murry Haber
The way he describes it, the highlight of Murry Haber’s life has been helping people. After
41 years of doing God’s work as an ordained minister, he retired in 2014. But after a few moments of conversation with him, you surely can see by his contagious smile, the twinkle in his
eyes and his reassuring manner that this man is not a retiring, going fishing or taking it easy
kind of person. After moving here and beginning to attend BEPC, he joyfully became involved in a new career as a volunteer. He now is Volunteer Operator of The Food Pantry for
RAM. He also has become well known for participating in worship by leading the Confession
and presenting the first scripture lesson.
He received both his Master’s of Divinity and Doctor’s of Divinity from McCormick
Theological Seminary in Chicago. He was ordained in 1973. His first church was in Iowa.
Then he was in Ohio before returning to Texas, his state of birth. He did pastoral counseling at Northwoods Presbyterian
Church in Houston before moving to Raleigh, NC as Associate Pastor of Care and Counseling at Grace Community
Church for 17 years.
During his career, he also had the opportunity for mission work. He helped Habitat for Humanity in Mexico, and, in Haiti
he helped build fish ponds. In Romania, he witnessed such inhumane treatment of babies by the Russians that many of the
children didn’t learn how to walk or to play. He explained that there were large, unhealthy children who looked like
infants because they were still wearing diapers. He said they surprisingly would open their mouths to reveal sets of teeth.
If you wish to explore this further, please contact Murry. Also there is lots of information on the internet about
experimentation on orphans by the Russians and Romanians in the 1980s and 90s.
Murry and his wife, Sharon have been married for 25 years. They met in Houston, Texas when he was doing pastoral
counseling there. Sharon has a beautiful singing voice, and she sings, plays piano and guitar on a volunteer basis at
Carmel Baptist Church in the Spruce Pine area. Their daughter is involved in her very first job as an art teacher in an elementary school.
- George Anderson

26
7:30am Men’s Prayer
Breakfast at
Banner Elk Café
25
Office Closed

!

19
7:30am Men’s Prayer
Breakfast at
Banner Elk Café

31
9:am BEPC Preschl
10am Friendship Tea
10:30am-Prek Chap
11:15 am ROMEO’s
Men’s Lunch Group
30
9:am BEPC Preschl
10am Comfort Makers
4:30pm Handbells
7:15pm Choir
29
9:am BEPC Preschl
9am Habitat Crew
28
9:am BEPC Preschl
27 EASTER DAY
7am Sunrise Service
11 am Worship
6:05 pm Worship

24
9:am BEPC Preschl
10am Friendship Tea
10:30am-Prek Chap
11:15 am ROMEO’s
Men’s Lunch Group
23
9:am BEPC Preschl
10am Comfort Makers
4:30pm Handbells
7pm Lenten Study
7:15pm Choir
21
9:am BEPC Preschl
20
9:30am SS Classes
11 am Worship
6:05 pm Worship

22
9:am BEPC Preschl
9am Habitat Crew

18
Office Closed
17
9:am BEPC Preschl
10am Friendship Tea
10:30am-Prek Chap
11:15 am ROMEO’s
Men’s Lunch Group
7pm Session Meeting
16
9:am BEPC Preschl
10am Comfort Makers
4:30pm Handbells
7pm Lenten Study
7:15pm Choir
14
9:am BEPC Preschl
13
9:30am SS Classes
11 am Worship
6:05 pm Worship

15
9:am BEPC Preschl
9am Habitat Crew
3pm Prayer Shawl
Ministry

SET CLOCKS

12
7:30am Men’s Prayer
Breakfast at
Banner Elk Café
11
Office Closed

10
9:am BEPC Preschl
10am Friendship Tea
10:30am-Prek Chap
11:15 am ROMEO’s
Men’s Lunch Group
9
9:am BEPC Preschl
10am Comfort Makers
4:30pm Handbells
7pm Lenten Study
7:15pm Choir
7
9:am BEPC Preschl
6
9:30am SS Classes
11 am Worship
6:05 pm Worship

8
\9:am BEPC Preschl
9am Habitat Crew

5
7:30am Men’s Prayer
Breakfast at
Banner Elk Café
4
Office Closed
3
9:am BEPC Preschl
10am Friendship Tea
10:30am-Prek Chap
11:15 am ROMEO’s
Men’s Lunch Group
2
9:am BEPC Preschl
10am Comfort Makers
4:30pm Handbells
7pm Lenten Study
7:15pm Choir

Thu

1
9:am BEPC Preschl
9am Habitat Crew
3pm Prayer Shawl
Ministry

Heard

Wed
Mon
Sun

March 2016

Approved
Expenditures to cover removal of trees and a site plan for the recently purchased property
 Establishment of a Capital Campaign Committee made up of:
 Rob and Phyllis Clemmer
 Chuck and Mary Dickinson
 Don and Judy Hilsmier
 Dick and Carol Larson
 McNair and Debi Tornow
 Vacation and continuing education leave for the pastor
 Change of March 17 Session meeting time to 4:30 p.m.
 Change of April Session meeting to Monday, April 18, at 4:30 p.m.

Tue

Fri

Sat

February Session Review




Presentation on the Presbytery’s Building H.O.P.E. Mission Campaign from Director Dick Larson
Invitation from the Permanent Funds Ministry

Property Development
Property Development Progress
Property Development Update: Plans for development of the new property are moving ahead
quickly. On Thursday, February 18, Session approved a proposal to engage a Professional
Engineering firm to develop the initial site plan for the property. The focus in this phase of the project
is to provide safe, convenient parking to alleviate congestion along College Drive, especially during the
summer. Session also approved a proposal to remove dead trees near the corner of College Drive and
Banner Rd. SW. These trees pose a threat to power lines and neighboring properties, and the town administration has
suggested we take action. As good neighbors and good stewards of the property it is our responsibility to have these trees
removed. The area will look much cleaner and more attractive when this work is finished.

BEPC Preschool
Hello again from the preschool.
After lying dormant for months, winter decided to rear its ugly head this month. Snow
and ice forced us to miss nearly 2 weeks of school in February. However, when the ice
and snow melted the kids came back focused and eager to learn. We're hoping for a mild
March and a month without closings or delays.
After years of diligent service our beloved teacher, Amanda Leonard, will be leaving us
to take a full time position at lees
Mc-Rae College. While she will be dearly missed, we know that her replacement, Vicky Pipes, will be a great addition to our
preschool team.
Lastly, preschool registration for next year begins in April. Please contact the church office or myself for information. Have a
great month everyone.
=-Shane Parker, Director

