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SUNDAY WORSHIP SERIVCES
9:30 am Adult Sunday School
10 am Middle/High School SS Class
10:00 am Preschool Sunday School
11:00 am Worship - traditional

From the Pastor….
While I am no scientist, I have read that at a cellular level, the bulk of
who we are changes every few years. This is due to cell regeneration in
our bodies. Some parts of our bodies regenerate completely every few
months, while others do so every few years. Thankfully there are other
factors that keep us stable and recognizable on a “macro” level!
I am remembering this now because I think a living institution such as the
church is a lot like the human body. We have a certain DNA that defines
us, but we regenerate constantly. Like a maturing person, you can see
some change at the macro level, but it is at the micro level that so much
activity is happening.
Our overall mission remains the same, but underlying factors morph.
Summer residents come back, and new ones mix in. New members are
received, some brand new and some who have been part of us before.
Others face health issues, and move away, or don’t return for the season
as they have for years. Budgets allow certain ministries or restrict others.
Transitions in leadership among elders and staff and volunteers direct our
emphases and methods.
It has been this way for the life of BEPC. 125 years, since 1893.
We are a healthy organism. We celebrate when Confirmands make their
professions of faith. We are overjoyed when babies and young children
are baptized. We give thanks when playgrounds and parking lots are built
and roofs are replaced. We are fulfilled when a new ministry serves those
in need or helps make disciples.
And we flinch when a staff member moves on or retires, when some depart their mountain homes for a place closer to children and grandchildren, when a treasured program is put aside or let go due to weakness or
change of focus.
It’s all part of the regenerative process, and we are at it again. Before
long Session will develop a strategy to meet the needs of youth and children’s ministry, as well as administrative holes that will be felt when Rob
Clemmer retires sometime in the foreseeable future. In this, our 125th year
of serving Christ as Lord, we can be encouraged by the way our predecessors held fast to goals yet met emerging challenges.
And we will add our own chapter to the regenerative process.
- Feild

Opportunities To Learn And Grow
Faith Seekers’ Class - 9:30am Room 215
About the Faith Seekers’ Class: Explore various issues, using music, video and conversation.
Food: Coffee and snacks provided (usually)
Money: Receives an offering for good causes and needs
Faith Seekers will enjoy guest speakers throughout the summer and fall.
June 3 Brant Piper Last session for series on Worship
June 10 Brunch
June 17 Chuck Portaro “The Bible; what do you know, what do you believe?
June 24: continuation of last lesson with Chuck Portaro
June 24: Chuck Portaro “The Bible; what do you know, what do you believe?”

May 2018 Session Review
•

Heard professions of faith from 8 Confirmands and approved them for membership, (four of them with
baptism)

•

Received William and Trish Dethlefs, and Pat Matzer, into membership

•

Extended an invitation to a member of Arca de Noé to visit us this August

•

Discussed commemoration of BEPC’s 125th anniversary

•

Considered participation in a one day visioning workshop with several Mayland Fellowship churches, paid for by the
Presbytery

•

Scheduled a special Session meeting for June 4th to consider staffing needs and structure

Help Us Raise the Roof!
Men’s Choir
The men's choir rehearses on Tuesday evenings at 7pm in the choir room. If you enjoy singing,
arising early on Sunday (June-Sept.) and can be at rehearsals, we would be pleased to have you
sing with our men's choir. We do a variety of styles, some old hymns
and some more recent sacred music.

Our combined chancel choir meets Wednesday at 7:15pm in the sanctuary and we
welcome women and men who may want to participate in the Sunday 11am services.
Some of our men sing in both choirs. Please contact Diane Rydell at 828-898-5343
if you have questions.

Women’s Summer Study Group
“What it Means to Be Human; Living with Others Before God” by Michelle J. Bartel. Starting Monday, June 4th,
and running for four weeks, we will explore the question, “What does it mean to be human?” As Christians, we
believe that people are created by God. But what does it mean to be created by God? What is it that God created? How does this affect our lives as Christians? What does this mean in how we are called to interact with one
another and live in community? The class will be led by Rev. Brant C. Piper, pastoral psychotherapist, who will
bring insight into our understanding of being Children of God and how this might be reflected in modern psychological thinking. Though not needed for the class, those who would like to purchase the book may do so by either
calling the church office or purchasing online. The class will meet at 11 am on Monday mornings beginning June
4th in the adult Sunday School Room.

Mark Your Calendars Now!
The summer meeting of the Presbytery of Western North Carolina will be held right here at
Lees-McRae College with our church hosting this event on July 31, 2018. The planning
committee may come to you in need of greeters, parking attendants, breakfast makers,
and general go-fers. So plan to come, and perhaps to help us, as our presbytery gathers to
worship, fellowship, and learn all the good things going on within our presbytery!
To volunteer, please contact Laura Russell at lcarringer@earthlink.net or 828-260-0085.

Presbytery of W.N.C.

Have you noticed that shingles have been blowing off the church roof with every wind storm? That
shingle loss plus some small leaks throughout the building means the church needs a new roof!
Building and Grounds/Property Committee received bids from several roofers for both shingle and
metal roofing options. Porter Construction is the company that will be doing the work. We anticipate
the cost being a minimum of $50,000 and perhaps higher, depending on what roofing material is
decided upon. We need to have this work done ASAP to avoid additional roof and interior damage as
we move into the seasons for spring and summer rains.
Already we have received over half of the estimated cost of the project, and we thank those who have responded so generously!
If you would like to help with this large capitol expense, donations designated for the roof are welcome. If you have any
questions please contact Rev. Feild Russell, Rob Clemmer, Larry Zimmer (Clerk of the Works) or the chair of the Building and
Grounds/ Property Committee, Jimmy Ennis.
UPDATE The shingles have been delivered but we are waiting for better weather before the project is started and we hope that is very soon!

Permanent Funds Ministry
Wills Emphasis Sunday June 10, 2018
How much thought and prayer have you had about giving back to the church’s future ministry?
It is one thing (and a good thing) to support the operations and missions of our church via your
annual stewardship pledge and gifts to special offerings. It is another thing (also good) to support
the future of our church via a planned gift. A planned gift requires a thoughtful
decision now, with the benefit of the gift bearing fruit in the future.

The Wills Emphasis Sunday sponsored by
the Permanent Funds Ministry is meant first,
to be sure you have an updated will, and
secondly, to politely nudge you to consider a
planned gift to the church through your will.
Your will is unique and personal; it reflects
your wishes and desires in a legal document.

“The Permanent Funds Ministry gives
me an opportunity to continue my
Christian witness beyond my physical
death. I have included the church in my
will because my understanding of
stewardship directs me to continue my
“tithe” of my resources…even after I
am gone. It gives me great joy to think
that I can help keep Christ’s church in
Banner Elk strong for years to come. I
trust that my gift will make the greatest
difference in transforming lives, to the
glory of God.”
- Feild Russell

Banner Elk Presbyterian Church Preschool
WOW! What an incredible month May has been for our preschool. I cannot find words to thank everyone who has donated and
showed extra support during our appreciation month. While the May scholarship month has been successful, we will continue to
gratefully receive donations to the scholarship fund, as it is an ongoing need to provide some assistance to families that can’t
quite afford our services. In the past years we have funded scholarships through generous gifts of individuals and through Session’s designation of wedding fees and the Saturday parking lot donations from Wooly Worm Festival. These other sources are
not always stable, as we don’t know how many weddings we will have, or if other valuable church missions may receive wedding or Wooly Worm parking proceeds. But, with the money raised so far, we will be able to help more families in our community get a great preschool experience, all thanks to you. Thank you!
The teachers and I are overwhelmed with all the love and generosity shown to us during teacher appreciation week in early May.
We ended the week with an extra day of preschool for our children, Friday school. And enjoyed a lovely lunch provided by the
members of our preschool board.
The day after Friday preschool we loved watching a movie under the stars for Movie Night. It was shown in the “new” parking
lot on a Saturday evening at 8:15pm. We had families from our preschool, friends from the community and church members
come enjoy the movie Finding Nemo and some extra yummy popcorn provided by Lee’s McRae College. It was a great family
event and we are already planning the next movie night! Thank you to Mr. and Mrs. McNair Tornow, Cathy Richmond and Ed
O’Donnell who made this event possible.

And how do I now describe the success of our preschool bake and lemonade sale?! Our preschool children absolutely loved this
day. They all did a great job working on their social skills, patience, body control and math skills. We have some real business
boys and girls in our group; they are quick learners. Each class took the time to bake and make a sweet treat to sell this day which
was a great lesson in many ways, we talked about it in class, mixed ingredients, used heat to complete the process and then we
felt reward as our items sold. Again, we are blessed with an amazing church, preschool family and an incredible community who
all supported us this day.
We also added an extra day of “Parent’s Night Out” to end the month and we are happy that so many families can take advantage
of this service. The event is childcare in the Fellowship hall on a Friday evening from 6-9:00pm, this time by donations only. We
had a great evening with our friends while the parent’s got to enjoy some adult time.
As we end the month of May filled with love and happiness, we are also excited for preschool graduation which will take place
on the last day of school, Wednesday June 6th. Our oldest class is graduating and we all are confident of their successes moving
on to Kindergarten. Our fist day of summer camp is Monday, June 18th. If you have any questions about summer camp or
registration for the next preschool year, don’t hesitate to contact AC Marriott, acmarriott@bannerelkpresbyterian.org
or 828-897-1467.
Thank you all for your continuous support of our preschool program.
A.C. Marriott, Director
We are happy to announce that Ms. Debi Tornow put in the Silent Auction winning bid for the preschool quilt made by The
Comfort Makers. All of the proceeds will go to our preschool scholarship fund! Thank you to everyone who placed a bid and
congratulations Ms. Debi.

Prayer Shawl Knitting Group
The knitting group will be taking a break from now until September when we'll re-convene
with renewed enthusiasm and plans. Everyone is encouraged to keep knitting/crocheting at
home and as you travel this summer to keep our supply of shawls ready when needed.

Calling all Shepherds
Please consider serving as a Shepherd for a month. Whether you like to visit, send cards or
make phone calls, we need you! Sign up with a friend or we will find a partner for you. There is a
sign-up sheet located outside the church office or you may contact Debi Tornow 828-387-4914
or Emily Garrett 828-320-7577.

Walking with Shadows
Our attention to those who have family or friends who deal with mental illness has been very
successful. We invite others to join us. Led by our own professional counselor, Rev. Brant Piper,
the group seeks out support, comfort and resources for dealing with very difficult problems
of relationships, healthy steps and well-being. For more information, please contact
Janet Speer at speerj@lmc.edu. The group meets on the second Monday of each month
at 7 PM in the Margaret Tate Parlor on the second floor near the elevator. Our next meeting
will be Monday, June 11th.

Kirkin’ O’ the Tartan
The 2018 Kirkin’ O’ the Tartans will be held Sunday June 24th at the 11:00 AM worship service. This Scottish-American custom
for rededication to God’s service has proved to be a popular annual celebration of this congregation for Scots and non-Scots alike.
It is intended now for all of God’s people.
At the beginning of worship, the piper plays from the rear of the church as the Beadle (an official in the Church of Scotland)
delivers the Bible to the front of the sanctuary. The piper then processes to the front, and two members of a color guard deliver the
United States flag and the flag of St. Andrew. Tartan bearers of the Scottish clans unfurl their banners and process down the aisles
to the swirl of bagpipes. The Tartan bearers, many wearing their kilts, place their banners in the front of the sanctuary, and are
seated.
Regular elements of our service follow, until the end of the hour. At that point, the banners will be
retrieved, presented to receive a Blessing O’ the Tartans, and recess from the church, again to the
sound of the pipes.
BEPC is now fortunate to own many of the tartan flags representative of our membership. These are
supplemented by ones owned by individuals. Anyone who does not own their tartan flag can carry
one from the congregation’s set during the Kirkin’. Please let the church office know of your interest
in taking part in the Kirkin’ by calling us at 898-5406 and sign up. If you have any questions, you
may talk with any member of the Kirkin’ Committee: Ron McGowan, Rob Clemmer, Ed Donnell,
Beth Johnston, Bob Pullease, McNair Tornow.

Comfort Makers

Tidbits from Our Church History
TIDBITS FROM OUR CHURCH’S HISTORY

June Dedication - Carolyn West
The Comfort Makers are dedicating
their June comforter to Dr. Carolyn
West, a native mountaineer who grew
up in Mitchell County. She is a
retired educator and her past includes
years of instruction and mentoring,
social work and a deanship. Carolyn
joined Banner Elk Presbyterian in
2008, and ordained an Elder in 2015.
While serving her three years, she
chaired the Congregational Care Committee and the newly formed Fellowship and Nurture Committee. In addition to all that,
she has served as a Shepherd, plays in the hand bell choir and is planning to be a part of the November Guatemala mission
trip. Dr. West is also an active member of the Mayland Fellowship. Outside of the church, she is instrumental in the success
of the New Opportunity School for Women, Vice President of the Beech Mountain Historical Society and a member of the
Beech Mountain Club Finance Committee. Carolyn says, “I am passionate about helping those who struggle with the
hardships of life, and love the fact that Banner Elk Presbyterian Church is involved in so many mission projects. It is a
privilege to be part of such a caring congregation.”

BEPC Celebrating 125 Years
We hope you enjoyed last month’s “Tidbits from Our Church History”. Since this is the 125 anniversary of the founding of
Banner Elk Presbyterian Church, Dudley Gilmer will be providing us with historical information during the next few
months.
Becoming a member of Banner Elk Presbyterian was taken quite seriously in the early 1900s. Members were expected to set
a good example to the community at all times. In fact if a member’s behavior seemed unworthy, he might be called before
the Session for discipline!
The oldest Session Minutes show that in October 1904, a young man (FS) went before the Elders and was “charged with
fornication. He acknowledged his sin and asked (for) the prayers of God’s people.” Then he was suspended from the church
for six months before being reinstated.
In December 1906, JR appeared before the Session on charges of being drunk in town. He too admitted this and asked for
prayers.
The last recorded incident of the Elders disciplining members was in 1908 when brothers WP and TP were also accused of
“being drunk.”
However, the minutes show that one of the Elders was later reprimanded for not attending church! A committee went to see
him and asked him to “give his reasons.”

Punch on the Lawn
Warm weather, blue skies, a big maple tree, and children eager to offer a cup of
punch to everyone leaving our Sunday morning worship service. Does that bring
back warm memories from last summer? Wouldn’t you like to be a part of it? We
need members who will volunteer to make and serve punch. A sign-up sheet is
located in the hallway between the office and sanctuary and we trust you will
participate. Deka Tate and Debi Tornow are asking for assistance this year. If you
have questions, please call Deka at 898-9203 or Debi at 387-4914.
Please volunteer; we need you!

The archives actually record the names of these individuals, not just their initials. For that reason we can now affirm that
every one of these men who were charged (except JR who moved away) later became Elders and Deacons in our church.
Dudley Gilmer

Crossnore Presbyterian Church

Cranberry Middle School

Summer Camp Opportunities
Did you know that our children and youth have two great opportunities for summer Christian camps related to our Presbyterian
tradition? Camp Holston is right in our backyard, just beyond Wildcat Lake on Hickory Nut Gap Road. It is the camp for
Tennessee’s Holston Presbytery, but open to all. Our own presbytery’s camp is Camp Grier, on several hundred acres just outside
Old Fort. Summer camps and conferences have been an important element in faith development for many. If you want to check
these out, you can learn about them at www.HolstonCenter.org and campgrier.org. BEPC will even pick up part of the cost for
children and youth related to this congregation.

The Corssnore Presbyterian Church will be
celebrating its Centennial Year on Sunday July 22,
2018. Your are invited to attend the celebration!
For more information please call 828-733-1939 or
email cpcpcusa@gmail.com.
Crossnore Presbyterian Church Centennial
Celebration
Sunday July 22, 2018
3PM Centennial Celebration Worship Service
4:30pm Dinner on the Grounds

Banner Elk Presbyterian Church contributed funds this Spring to
Cranberry Middle School for their class trip to Washington, D.C.
We recently received a thank you note from the 8th grade class:
“The CMS 8th Grade team would like to sincerely thak you for
your support of our trip to Washington, D.C. Without your
generosity, this trip would simply not be possible for many of our
students.. Many Thanks.”

Wedding Showers
The Wedding Shower for Corbin Brewer and Jessica Walker will be held in the Margaret Tate
Parlor on Sunday afternoon June 24th at 2:00p.m. Corbin and Jessica Walker are registered at Bed
Bath & Beyond and at Belks.
Congratulations to Dr. Amanda Carringer and Dr. Brandon Winfrey
were married May 19th at BEPC.

who

Second Sunday Brunch June 10th!
Summer friends are back and it's time to catch up on all the news! Since there are now two Sunday
services, our Second Sunday Brunch is neatly sandwiched between the two. Join us post-8:30 service and pre-11 a.m. service on June 10th! Bring a favorite breakfast/lunch dish to share, and enjoy a spring reunion of fellowship!

Annual Church Picnic July 24!

at

Emma Earwood and James Hoffman will be married June 9th
Cedar Grove Acres, Creedmoor, NC .

Our annual Church Picnic will be held at Wildcat Lake on July 24! The two pavilions
closest to the dam are ours from 4:30 to 7:30, and we'll eat a chicken dinner about 6.
Lifeguards will be on duty at the beach until 6 p.m. Plan to bring
extra lawn chairs and come sit a spell!

Youth Confirmed into BEPC Membership
On Pentecost Sunday, May 20, 2018 eight young people of the congregation were
confirmed in to the membership of the congregation with their public professions of
faith. The youth had completed 11 classes with Feild Russell, Ed Donnell and Leslie
Piper. Their work progressed to each writing a personal statement of faith and designing and constructing a stole representative of their statements. The stoles were placed
on them by their elder partners as a part of their confirmation and as a welcome a
personalized hiking staff was presented by Rev. Russell as a reminder of the journey
they are on and the help available. Those confirmed were Will Garrett, son of Beth
and Matt Garrett, a rising 9th grader at Valle Crucis School; Sarah Goode, daughter of
Beth Goode, a rising 9th grader at Valle Crucis School; Jason Miller, son of Martha
Laura and Jay Miller, a rising 9th grader at Cranberry MS; Scott Miller, son of Martha
Laura and Jay Miller, a rising 9th grader at Cranberry MS; Campbell Moody, son of
Leigh Ann Moody and Mark Moody, a rising 7th grader at Avery MS; Rachel Moody,
daughter of Leigh Ann Moody and Mark Moody, a rising 9th grader at Avery
MS; Hampton Owen, son of Nancy and Rick Owen, a rising 9th grader at Cranberry
MS; Davis Taylor, son of Amy Anderson, a rising 9th grader at Avery MS.

front row, l to r: Campbell Moody, Rachel Moody, Sarah Goode
back row, l to r: Hampton Owen, Scott Miller, Davis Taylor, Jason Miller, Will Garrett

Around the Church…..
The BEPC Choir and Holy Cross Church Choir gave
a concert May 27th as the opening concert for the St.
John’s Summer Concert series. There was a total of
32 musicians that performed some wonderful music!

Combiner Choirs of Banner Elk Presbyterian Church
and Holy Cross Choir

PoP Moves to Last Sunday
For the summer our PoP group (parents of preschoolers) will be meeting the last Sunday of
the month: June 24, July 29 and August 26; 5:30 p.m. in the fellowship hall. We will begin
in June with a survey of the books of the Bible, covering one or more books each time
(a really brief review.) All parents of preschoolers are invited to attend but are asked to let
Ed Donnell or Cathy Richmond know if you plan to attend, so food and child care can be
planned. Child care is available in the nursery, so please feed your children before arriving.

Congratulations to Cathy Tolman and Roy
Reynolds who were recently married. Our
best wishes for much happiness now and in
the future!
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Church Happenings
JULIETS
Following a delightful May luncheon at Bodegas, we
will experience another new restaurant in June. The
JULIETS will lunch at the expanded Reids’ Cafe in
the Grandfather Center near the ABC store. The date
is Wednesday, June 13, and time is 12:30pm. Please
sign up at the church or call Marge Bailey
at 828-387-46280). Hope to see you all there!

June Birthdays
1
2
5
5
5
6
6
6
8
9
9
11
12
12
15
15
15
15
15
16
16
17
18
19
19
21
24
26
26
26
29
29
29
30
30

Paula Edenfield
Beau Ennis
Cathy Richmond
Lily Pope
Trevor Pope
Joanne Ratchford
Cathy Upchurch
Jayme Vernon
John Prince
Ellie Jones
Michele Pope
Juliana Haizlip
Jim Dick
Alfred Earwood
Luana Anderson
George Gunn
Sandra Moss
Julia Myers
Deborah Petree
Carolyn Owens
Joyce Wiedeback
Maddox Williams
Joel Owen
George Koehn
Anna Russell
Tim Howard
Bob Pullease
Matt Bonestell
Harvey Travis
Steve Watson
Michael Kirkpatrick
Emma Earwood
Joy Rimel
Brad Cleary
Frank Thoubboron

Welcome New Members to BEPC
We welcome members who have recently joined BEPC:
Pat Matzer
266 Sugar Bear Ridge Ln.
Banner Elk, NC 28604-6728
828-898-6749
Bill and Pat Dethlefs
672 Tyneloch Dr.
Banner Elk, NC 28604
828-406-9546
We will have more information in next month’s
newsletter!

Get Your Very Own Copy of the Church Directory!
Want to know who’s who and how to reach them?
The easiest and most secure way to do this is to send Rob
Clemmer an e-mail (rob@bannerelkpresbyterian.org) requesting a reply with a link
to our most current pictorial directory as a pdf.file. You will have it on your computer to reference or to print your own copy for your use. Accessing it this way
reduces the chance of security problems and you won’t have to remember a password to open the link. Easy, convenient and most helpful…now, if we could just
get photos of all those folks we can’t seem to catch!

Returning Seasonal Members
As our seasonal members begin returning for the summer, please contact the
church office of your return so that your address can be changed in our computer. Thanks for your help with this!

