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From the Pastor…..
One of our seasonal residents (welcome back!!) asked me the other day how
things are going with the church. I am pleased to answer not only for that one
individual, but for all: Banner Elk Presbyterian Church is quite healthy in this
year of our Lord 2015!
Just this past Sunday, Pentecost, we welcomed eight new members (three of
those Affiliates). Another six are set to be received in June as of this writing.
Four children are attached to two of the new members, and baptisms are being
discussed for several of our children this summer.
The Time with our Children during worship almost always has two or three
children present (or more), quite a change from those not-long-ago Sundays
when no one was present to come forward. And we are talking about the need
for a regular, paid, nursery attendant, as we have two babies now and another on
the way. If you know of a responsible candidate, please let me know!.
Parish Associates Ed Donnell and Leslie Piper have been marvelous additions
to our staff. They recently led a well-received Sacraments Class for ages 9 -14
with 10 in attendance. Brant Piper met some with parents to facilitate discussion
on parenting.
Our Preschool not only has all 24 slots filled for next Fall, but we also have a
waiting list of 12 children. The Adult Sunday School Class has undertaken a
study on mental illness and how churches can offer support to those who are
affected by it, especially parents and family members.
We remain in a strong financial position, with final pledges coming into the
Kitchen Renovation Project Fund, and enough giving not only to pay bills but
provide excellent support to many ministries in our community and beyond.
Our aging building and property continues to be well-maintained, thanks largely
to our church COW (Clerk Of Works), Larry Zimmer. The retaining wall in
front of the sanctuary seems to be leaning more and more, but seed money has
been received to help us start a conversation about how to deal with that.
Most of all, the positive spirit of our congregation is observable in the
community, and I dare say is becoming contagious. We have preserved focus on
what we do well, and do it with a lot of joy and thanksgiving. This congregation
is alive and well, has clearly been blessed by the power of the Holy Spirit, and
is such a wonderful body of disciples with whom to worship and work.
Thanks be to God!!
- Feild

Opportunities To Learn And Grow

Art in the Sanctuary

Faith Seekers’ Class
About the Faith Seekers Class: Explore various issues, using music, video and conversation.
Food: Coffee and snacks provided (usually)
Money: Receives an offering for good causes and needs
Time: 9:30 AM
Where: Upstairs in Room 215 (above Feild’s office)
June 7 – Conclude study of book Troubled Minds. How faith communities can comfort those with mental illness.
June 14 – Genevieve Austin will speak to us about NAMI (National Alliance on Mental Illness)
June 21-The Andy Griffith Show – a place where we learned good morals.
June 28 – The Andy Griffith Show – a place where we learned good morals.

Weaving Opportunities
When Cynthia Kittle attended our worship service recently, she learned about our Prayer Shawl
Ministry. Most of our shawls have been either knitted or crocheted, but Cynthia is a weaver, and
thought she’d like to visit the group and see if woven shawls could be used. The answer is YES!
She brought some examples of her work and donated one to be available when needed.
Cynthia brought her triangle loom to knitting group, set it up in the parlor where the group meets,
and demonstrated “how easy” it is to weave. Several members were familiar with this weaving
technique, and all were fascinated by the process. Cynthia has offered to teach anyone (not just the
knitting group) how to weave and will let us use her loom which she will keep at the church for a
while. This is a great opportunity to learn a new, creative, useful skill. Call Cynthia at
828-406-1976 if you’d like to set up a time to have a one-on-one lesson.

Art in the Sanctuary – Gerald N. (Jerry) Olsen
Although born in Michigan, I emigrated, courtesy of my parents, to Jackson Mississippi at the
age of 6 months. I was raised in Jackson and attended the University of Mississippi (Ole Miss)
in Oxford MS. and the University of Mississippi, School of Medicine in Jackson graduating in
1967. I did my residency and fellowship in Internal Medicine/Pulmonary Medicine at the University of Florida in Gainesville. I was in the Navy for two years and on the faculty of the University of Florida for one year before entering hospital-based practice in Jacksonville, Florida for
8 years. I then moved to Columbia to join the faculty of the University of South Carolina,
School of Medicine where I taught for 22 years, retiring in 2003. I originally painted during my
senior year in med school, then my medical career became paramount. I restarted painting in
2000 in preparation for retirement. I’ve been
assisted by excellent teaching from Campbell Frost and Barbara Timberman. I oscillate between
living at Beech Mountain NC and Columbia, SC. I am currently a member of three art guilds:
Trenholm Art Guild, Log Cabin Art Guilds in Columbia and I served as Chairman of the Beech Mountain Art Guild
Steering Committee from 2010-2013. I can most reliably be reached via E-mail: gnolsen@earthlink.net.or by
phone 803-736-2587 in Columbia and 803-387-4514 at Beech Mountain.
The painting is of a waterfall on the Lower Pond Creek hiking trail. Beech Mountain is blessed with beautiful scenery
around every corner and at every elevation, making it ideal for a cool summer retirement home. This coupled with the
warm, friendly full-time residents of this area are the reasons we are here.
Bible Verse for mediation on Jerry’s painting:
John 7:28: “Whoever believes in me, as Scripture has said, rivers of living water will flow from within them.”

Around the Church…….

Kirkin’ O’ The Tartan
The 2015 Kirkin’ O’ the Tartans will be held Sunday June 28th at the 11:00 AM worship service. This Scottish-American
custom for rededication to God’s service has proved to be a popular annual celebration of this congregation for Scots and
non-Scots alike and is intended now for all of God’s people.
At the beginning of worship, the piper plays from the rear of the church as the Beadle (an official in the Church of Scotland)
delivers the Bible to the front of the sanctuary. The piper then processes to the front,and two members of a color guard deliver
the United States flag and the flag of St. Andrews’s. Tartan bearers of the Scottish clans unfurl their banners and process down
the aisles to the swirl of bagpipes. The Tartan bearers, many wearing their kilts, place their banners in the front of the
sanctuary, and are seated. Regular elements of our service follow, until the end of the hour. At that point, the banners will
be retrieved, presented to receive a Blessing O’ the Tartans, and recess from the church, again to the sound of the pipes.
BEPC is now fortunate to own many of the tartan flags representative of our membership. These are supplemented by ones
owned by individuals. So anyone who does not own their
tartan flag can carry one from the congregation’s set in
the Kirkin’. Please let the church office know of your
interest in taking partin the Kirkin’ by calling us at
898-5406 and sign up. If you have any questions, you
may talk with any member of the Kirkin’ Committee:
Ron McGowan, Rob Clemmer, Beth Johnston, Martin
MacQueen, Bob Pullease, McNair Tornow.

Reception Honoring
Marge and Clyde Persons

Quilt for Pepper Henley

Amy Anderson says she likes to collect flamingoes,
Gnomes, and spare tires with plastic flowers as
yard ornaments, and she'd be tickled to have anyone just place such items in her yard on Beach
Mountain. Nancy Kennedy, a neighbor, put this
out late one night in Amy’s yard!

BEPC Is Connected
You might like to know that…

Congratulations to Graduates!
BEPC is proud to announce that five young people who grew up in our church are reaching important milestones in their lives
this year. One is graduating from seminary, and two each are graduating from college and high school respectfully.

Two of our denomination’s official publications, Presbyterians Today and “Presbyterian News
Service,” have been awarded Best in Class Honors by the Association of Church Press
representing over 100 publications. They were singled out for their outstanding work in
describing, reflecting and supporting the life of faith and Christian community.
Since 1946 PC(USA) has had an Office of Public Witness in Washington, DC, which encourages
compassion, peace and justice ministries.
A Big Tent Celebration described as “a great big family reunion of Presbyterians from across the county” will be held
on the University of Tennessee campus in Knoxville, July 30-Aug.1. The purpose of this gathering is to inspire and
equip Presbyterians to live missionally. Registration is open.
More information on these and other items of interest about our denomination is available on the PC(USA) website.

Shepherd Program
Our Shepherd Program is need of Shepherds for the July, August, October and December! This congregation is blessed to
have folks who volunteer to serve as shepherds for a month. This program has been very successful in ministering to those in
need of comfort, contact, meals and prayer. The volunteer notebooks are organized
each month, so the necessary jobs are easy to handle. It is a wonderful opportunity to
get to know others and to provide loving care for those in need. If you would like to
serve as a shepherd for a month, please sign up in the church office area or contact
Donna Dicks (898-6667) or Debi Tornow (387-4914).

Youth Classes

BEN GARRIS, who was ordained a few years ago as an Elder here, reports: “ Thank you (BEPC) for
believing in me and supporting me with all your resources, physical and spiritual. I could not be doing
this without your constant love and encouragement. It is exciting to see God work through ya‘ll.” Ben,
the son of Rhyne Garris and Martha Garris, is graduating from Union Presbyterian Seminary. This
summer he plans to attend Naval Chaplain School Phase One at Fort Jackson, SC from June 15-July 14.
He also plans to spend two weeks of “On the Job Training” (OJT) with the Chaplain Corps. He will be
at Norfolk, VA, Jacksonville, NC., or Mayport, FL, shadowing active duty Chaplains. Ben is currently
in the Call process with the PC USA looking for a church position in order to gain more ministry
experience for a couple of years. He will remain in the Chaplain Candidate Program with the Navy and
perhaps have more opportunities for OJT while serving in a Pastor position. His hope is that after a few
years of ministry experience that he would apply for an active duty position of Chaplaincy with the Navy. In the field of
academic study Ben really enjoyed the practical classes of ministry like pastoral care and spending the summer as a hospital
chaplain. He also valued getting to learn the Biblical language of Hebrew and Greek and their uses within the Old and New
Testaments. He had the privilege of serving as a student representative to Union’s Board of Trustees and really appreciated
seeing what it takes to make a seminary run behind the scenes.

EMMA EARWOOD is graduating from North Carolina State University where she is a member of
the Chi Omega Sorority. She was a peer leader in Poole College of Management. Emma is the
daughter of Dr. Alfred and Diane Earwood. This summer she will begin a job at Cintas in
Greensboro as a Human Relations management trainee. She expresses her thanks for BEPC’s
support over the years and is especially thankful for all the “great goody packages”. As a member
of the Chi Omega Sorority, Emma was provided unique opportunities in leadership, scholarship
and in building lifelong friendships. The sorority strives to provide each sister with a commitment
to personal integrity, excellence in academic and intellectual pursuits, intergenerational
participation, community service, and social enrichment. Because of her exceptional leadership
skills, Emma had an opportunity to join sophomore, junior and senior students who exhibited
likewise. After an election process which includes an application and group interview, each leader
is required to take a leadership course. They assist first year students in a variety of ways, including maintaining a peer leader
office and plan and organize events and workshops as needed by first year students.

Sacraments Class Held
Eleven young people and their parents completed on May 16 an Introduction to the Sacraments class. The
five part series, led by Ed Donnell, Leslie Piper and Field Russell, was held Sunday afternoons in the
fellowship hall. Topics covered the symbolism in each of our sacraments, Baptism and the Lord’s Supper;
belonging to the family of God, remembering Jesus, God’s gift remembered in the sacraments, and giving
thanks for this gift from God. Elders also assisted in showing how communion is prepared and cleaned up
and a practice in receiving the elements. The participants engaged in inter active learning activities and
expressed gratitude for the opportunity. With consistent attendance each week Ed and Leslie appreciated
the willing and fruitful involvement of the youth. During three of the meetings Field Russell and Brant
Piper met with the parents for support and fellowship.

MARY CHESNUT SMITH has graduated from The University of North Carolina at Wilmington,
Summa Cum Laude. Mary, the daughter of Dr. Paul and Serena Smith, and granddaughter of Dr.
Robert and Helen Smith, was invited to join Beta Gamma Sigma, National Honor Society for the
top 10% of class in business school. She also played varsity soccer for two years and intramural
soccer after that. She also participated in and became secretary of the TriClub (triathlon). After her
junior year she was selected by Deloitte for their national leadership conference ( Deloitte, which
was founded in London, England in 1845 and now has its global headquarters in the USA, is the
largest professional services network in the world. They provide audit, tax consulting, enterprise
risk and financial advisory services with more than 200,000 professionals in over 50 countries.
Mary Chestnut had two great summer internships, one in New York City and one in Washington,
D.C and was selected the top student in Finance. (Mary has an internship with Deloitte in Charlotte
this summer. She is scheduled to attend Owen School of Management at Vanderbilt University in
the fall, and her goal is to receive a Masters Degree in Accountancy Valuation. Mary Chestnut extends her gratitude to her
church family for everyone’s loving care while she was at UNCW. She appreciated the cards and packages from BEPC.
(Continued on next page)

Parish Associates’ Corner

(Continued from previous page)
BEN EARWOOD is the son of Dr.Alfred and Diane Earwood. He graduates from Watauga High
School this year. He hopes to find a part time job this summer and is scheduled to attend Caldwell
Community
College this fall. He is especially thankful for the opportunity to have “such a great church to
grow up in“. Ben enjoyed many of the activities of our church as he pursued his public school
education. His active role in this church started when he played the baby Jesus in the Christmas
play as an infant. He attended the Mother’s Morning Out program at the church. He also was
involved in Kid’s Club when we had that program. He was active in youth
group and Sunday School until about the age of 15 when the program was
discontinued. He has been taking auto mechanic classes in high school and will continue his studies at
Caldwell Community College.
CODY SHOOK, who is an Explorer Scout in the Boy Scouts of America, is the son of Lisa Shook.
Cody is graduating from Watauga High School. Cody said that he enjoyed the people and the social
aspects of high school. He also appreciated and enjoyed the life lessons that he learned while he was in
school. He currently works at Lowe’s Foods where he has been working for three years. He plans to attend Caldwell
Community College in the fall. He has decided that, in addition to the required core courses, he plans on taking business
classes. He is very thankful to the Church Family for providing a friendly atmosphere in which to grow up.

Kirkin’ O’ the Tartans - But I’m Not a Scot!
So what is Kirkin’ o’ the Tartan? Such is a question asked by non-Scots and even some Scots. In a word it is an opportunity
for all worshippers to renew their commitment to serve God and to ask God’s blessing on their endeavors.
During World War II when the British Isles were being hardest hit and morale was low, before America had entered the war,
Dr. Peter Marshall, was pastor of the New York Ave. Presbyterian Church in Washington D.C.. In an early 1940’s sermon
Dr. Marshall called on Presbyterians to recall their ancestral church connection especially with Scotland and to live in
solidarity through prayer and action with those across the Pond who were suffering so. This call seems to be the beginning
of the Kirkin’ o’ the Tartans in worship.
While there is no direct historical evidence of the Church of Scotland ever having such a service there is some evidence that
in some congregations (called kirks) worshippers would bring small pieces of their family tartan to worship for a
consecration of the cloth. The purpose of this presentation of the tartan was to rededicate themselves and their families to the
service of God and to ask God’s blessing on their commitment.
Presbyterianism has been the predominant or the official religion of Scotland since 1560. Then Scots brought the
Presbyterianism to America. So a worship celebration and blessing of the tartans in our congregation honors both local and
denominational heritage.
Yes for many of Scottish heritage the Kirking is a way of appreciating and celebrating their family heritage as descendants of
Scottish immigrants to the United States and Canada. It is also our friendship of thesepeoples in peace and war.

Milestones
Michael Kirkpatrick Leaves for Marines
Michael Kirkpatrick has enlisted in the US Marines and has recently left Banner Elk to participate in boot camp at Parris Island,
SC. Our church family has enjoyed watching Michael grow up as a “happy little kid” and then a thoughtful young man among
us. We are very proud of him and will be following his career. We are keeping Michael and his parents, Cheryl and Chris, in
our prayers as he becomes oriented into military service. We wish him all the best as he serves our country. We will provide his
contact info when it becomes available.

It is for more than that that BEPC has a Kirkin’ o’ the Tartans Sunday: as it recognizes our denominational roots with the
Church of Scotland, it also invites all worshippers to rededicate themselves to God and to pray God’s blessing on our action.

- Ed Donnell, Parish Associate

Tartan Banners

*********************************************************
For many years BEPC has celebrated Kirking of the Tartans the last Sunday in June. Through
the graciousness of the Grandfather Mountain Highland Games we have always borrowed
tartans flags in the past, but this year, we have our very own!

Frances Rouzer celebrating
her 93h birthday with a
lovely prayer shawl from
BEPC.

Long-time friends Margaret Tate and Mary
Elder spent a happy afternoon visiting recently.
Someone quipped that Mary (104 years old) was
instructing Margaret (97 years old) how to grow
old gracefully. These two matriarchs of our
church know the secrets to doin’ it right! They
are both favorites of all who know them. Carry
on, girls!

Louise Holshouser celebrated her
104th birthday on May 19. Family
and friends gathered at her home to
share their good wishes. Louise is
shown here with her two daughters,
Linda on left and Betsy.

The worship committee with the Session’s blessing has acquired our own set of flags for
families known to take part in this service. With this decision, Cathy Richmond, Ed Donnell
and Debi Tornow got to work. Ed did a great deal of research to determine which flags were
needed, and fabric was ordered from Scotland through the Tartan Museum in NC.
Constructing the flags was a tedious process which involved squaring the material, laying it
out, meticulously cutting, hemming, installing grommets, then (thanks to Debi) embroidering a clan name on each flag. Ed
made what he describes as a temporary carrier pole to keep the flags flat and straight. Larry Zimmer has made a set of poles
and has agreed to make a permanent holder, with attention to preserving the 24 flags for many years. Careful storage is being
planned.
More information will be available on our website in the near future concerning our June celebration. This project has in large
part been paid for with the donations of congregational members from the clans being represented. Those wishing more
information about having their clan included may contact Rob Clemmer in the church office. Anyone interested in this project
may contribute to it whether or not you are a member of a particular clan.

Church Happenings
JULIETS

June Birthdays
1
5
6
6
8
8
11
12
12
15
15
15
15
16
17
18
19
21
26
24
26
29
29
30
30

Paula Edenfield
Cathy Richmond
Joanne Ratchford
Cathy Upchurch
Jim Diederich
John Prince
Juliana Haizlip
Jim Dick
Alfred Earwood
Luana Anderson
George Gunn
Sandra Moss
Julia Myers
Joyce Wiedeback
Maddox Williams
Joel Owen
Anna Russell
Tim Howard
Harvey Travis
Robert Pullease
Steve Watson
Michael Kirkpatrick
Emma Earwood
Brad Cleary
Frank Thoubboron

On May 13th the JULIETS enjoyed lunching together at Loaves and
Fishes in Crossnore. On Wednesday June 10 we will gather for food and
fellowship at Sisters Lee in Banner Elk. The time is 12:30pm. Hope to
see you there and please feel free to bring a guest. Contact Marge Bailey
at 828-387-4628.

June Fellowship Meal
The Congregational Care Committee is planning a breakfast get
together for June 21st. to be held between the two worship
services. Please mark your calendars for 9:30 AM and plan to bring
a yummy breakfast item to share. It will be a great time for
fellowship with those folks you don’t see every Sunday.

Missions
Highlights of Haiti Mission Trip
For a number of years, our church has been part of a team which has
gone to Grace Mission in Haiti. After returning recently, Cammy
Pitman wrote a wonderful account of her experience as a first-time
member of the team.
We’ve taken a few words from her story to entice you to read the entire report on our website.
The following words are from her remembrances:
“….thanks to BEPC, I was able to take my first mission trip to Haiti…couldn’t imagine the blessings I would take
home….greeted with smiles and true hospitality…family gave up their home for us….no running water or electricity…
village ladies would prepare us breakfast and dinner each day…blistering sun…people walked miles
to come to the clinic and receive medical attention…with smiles and endless patience…church
services…moving experience…feel the Holy Spirit through their songs…am reminded of…the love
God has for all his people, in all languages and across all borders…etched on my heart…
I feel refreshed and blessed, thank you all for that.”
For full text and photos see web page: www.bannerelkpresbyterian.org.

Inquirer’s Class
Shook’s Habitat Home Under Construction
Reverend Russell will be holding an "Inquirer's Class" on
Sunday, June 14, for anyone who would like to know more about
membership in this church, or simply is curious about what
Presbyterians believe and how the church is run - especially this
particular congregation. The class will start immediately
following worship with a light lunch provided, and end around
2:00 p.m.
Reservations are requested so that we can plan appropriately for the lunch, and child
care can be provided as long as we know in advance that it is needed. Call the church
office to RSVP or communicate directly with Feild, pastor@bannerelkpresbyterian.org
or 757-846-1105.

We all share the happiness of Lisa and Cody Shook as work on their new home progresses with Watauga
County Habitat for Humanity. Under sunny skies recently, Susan Carter, Janet Speer and Donna Dicks participated in the International Women Build to help get the Shook’s home off to a good start. Friends Tony
Phelps and Jeremy Church are also pictured assisting. Lisa’s dad provided the building site in Foscoe
which, according to those who have seen it, is in a “scenic location with a gorgeous view of Grandfather
Mountain.”
Some of our members hope to work on the Shook home for the next several Wednesdays, meeting at the church at 8:30
a.m., and they have set Saturday, June 6, as a work day. The home is being built with foam block and concrete construction.
The foam bocks are much lighter weight than traditional building materials, so there should be work appropriate to many
abilities and skill levels.

Time for A Change

Welcome New Members to BEPC
New members to Banner Elk Presbyterian Church were welcomed on Sunday May 24th. We will
have brief bios of the new members in the July newsletter.
Membership, Reaffirmation of Faith
Amy Anderson, with daughter Sydney, 13, and son Davis, 11
Murry Haber
Martha Laura Miller, with sons Jason, 12, and Scott, 10
Membership, Transfer
Cindy and Paul Goedhart, from New World United Methodist Church in Arlington, Texas
Affiliate Membership:
Sharon Haber, with primary membership at Grace Community Church in Raleigh, N.C.
Carrol Josey, with primary membership at Eastminster Presbyterian Church in Columbia, S.C.
(Carrol's wife, Linda Bush, will be an active friend of the church)
Sherry McManus, with primary membership at Hickory Grove Baptist Church in Charlotte, N.C.

As we begin a new year, let us remember the little ones who always need our help. We
need to provide formula for infants and diapers (sizes 2 through 5). We do not need diapers for
newborns. If you prefer not to shop, you can make a donation to "It's Time for a Change" and we will
shop for the above items for you. Janet Milsaps is always so appreciative when these items are
delivered to RAM. Remember, you can make a difference in the life of a little one. Thanks for your
support to this ministry. If you have questions, please call Carolyn Jones at 733-6902.

Red Cross Blood Drive
BEPC sponsors the American Red Cross Blood Drives several times a year. The next one will be
held Thursday June 25th from 2:00-6:30pm in the King Fellowship Hall.
Sponsoring a blood drive is an important community responsibility and helps many people in this
community. Please mark your calendars and if you are able, please help the Red Cross reach their
goal! If you want to make an appointment you can go to www.redcrossblood.org and put in sponsor
code: Lees-McRae or call Nurse Carl at 898-8862.
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Greetings from the Banner Elk Presbyterian Church Preschool. As hard as it is to believe, our 2014-2015 school year is
coming to a close. Our final day of school is June 4th. On this day we will hold a graduation ceremony for our 4 students that
are moving onto Kindergarten. It has been an amazing year at the preschool. All the children have come a long way since our
first day in August and we can't wait to see what the future holds for each of them. We thank the church and its members for
all of things you have done for us. Please enjoy some pictures from our 4 year old class's trip to Tweetsie Railroad.

1
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Tue
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June 2015

BEPC Preschool

Book Review and Luncheon
Author Luncheon at the Beech Mountain Club
Our own Jerry Shinn will be discussing and reading from his recent novel “Dixie Autumn” at the annual book
luncheon sponsored by the Beech Mountain Club. The date is Friday, June 26 at 12 noon and all are welcome to
attend. Call Anne Shinn for reservations and more information.

Comfort Makers’ Quilts
The Comfort Makers are a group of women in the church who piece together comforters for those who can
use a lovely warm blanket. These go to various places such as Ram’s Rack and the new owners in Habitat for
Humanity houses. Sometimes the group will see a need and the blanket will be sent to comfort someone ill or
alone. This group has decided to dedicate and name each comforter in honor of a parishioner and the first to
receive that honor is Helen Smith. On Mother’s Day, the blanket was displayed in the sanctuary, a perfect
start to a lovely new tradition. Helen Smith has been a member of our church for many years and her hands
have served in many, many capacities. She is a perfect beginning for us.
Our June comforter will be called “Bob,” named after Bob Smith. In light of the month’s dedication to Father’s Day, Bob is a
perfect choice because he has been not only a great father to his own children, but to many of us,
mentoring those at the church and in prison ministry. He, like Helen, has been a long standing
member of Banner Elk Presbyterian and has served it faithfully for many years.
Comfort Makers and Worship Arts Ministry are working together to present these dedications. We
believe a pieced comforter in the Sanctuary is a perfect way to remind us of the mountains.

