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SUNDAY WORSHIP SERIVCES
8:30 am Worship - traditional with Men’s
Gospel Choir
9:30 am Adult Sunday School
10 am Middle/High School SS Class
10:00 am Preschool Sunday School
11:00 am Worship - traditional

From the Pastor….
Bruce Pendergast shared this picture of a wooden carving he
saw in a small church in Salzburg, Austria. Note the way this
crucifix depicts theological and Biblical concepts, especially the
Trinity: God the Father is behind and above, holding up the
cross that
Jesus is nailed upon; a dove representing the Holy Spirit is at the
foot of the cross; and Jesus hangs on the cross between them.
It is a fascinating and engaging piece of art, with other small
touches that reflect theology and Biblical understanding.
Such things have been of interest to me for many years. In fact,
in my previous congregation, I investigated the possibility of
using a sabbatical to study how art reveals theology and biblical
interpretation in various cultures and over hundreds of years.
I was unable to pull it off then, but this year a remarkable thing happened. In
contacting an old acquaintance for a lead on a potential guide for a future trip, I
learned she had retired as professor of art history, and was acting as an occasional
guide for Smithsonian Tours. Her specialty: religious art, particularly in Italy.
After some conversation, she offered to stay in Italy for a week after one of her
tours, and act as my personal guide to orient me to the finer points of religious art
interpretation.

To make a long story short, I have developed an itinerary that will allow me some
exposure to something I have long wanted to explore. Italy will be the epicenter
for my study, but I will also take advantage of being in other places that were a
natural fit in the itinerary. A combination of frequent flyer mile usage, continuing
education expense allowance, and personal funds will combine for a unique
opportunity this fall. Accumulated Continuing Education Leave provides much of
the time for the trip; Laura and I will also utilize some vacation days for some
personal travel.
Yes, that makes for a long trip and time away, from late September through most
of October. Ed Donnell, our Parish Associate, will provide some preaching and
pastoral care during my absence. Maggie Lauterer, who has preached here on
occasion, will pick up the remainder of preaching and care. I am confident the
mission and ministry of the church will continue as strong as ever while I am
absent, given the exceptional leadership we enjoy at all levels.
I am excited about this opportunity and glad to be using past and present
Continuing Education allowances to help make it a reality. And I look forward to
sharing some of what I learn when I return!
- Feild

Opportunities To Learn And Grow
Faith Seekers’ Class - 9:30am Room 215
About the Faith Seekers’ Class: Explore various issues, using music, video and conversation.
Food: Coffee and snacks provided (usually)
Money: Receives an offering for good causes and needs
Faith Seekers Adult Sunday School class will continue with guest teachers throughout the summer
July 1:

Chuck Portaro, “The Bible; what do you know, what do you believe?
(A continuation from June 24)
July 8: Brunch
July 15: Chuck: “Banner Elk Presbyterian church; from the perspective presented in the book,
Set Aglow a Sacred Flame.”
July 29: Continuation

Stewardship
Celebrating the Past…. Embracing the Future
This year marks the 125th anniversary of the founding of the Banner Elk Presbyterian Church.
Anniversaries are a unique time to celebrate the past and embrace the future. We can easily look to
our past and find many excellent role models, as we approach stewardship season.
One role model is the patriarch of the Tate Family, Dr. W.C. Tate who moved here with his
21-year-old bride in 1910 to provide medical care to this isolated mountain community. He had
been recruited by the Reverend Edgar Tuffs after they met when Dr. Tate was playing the organ at
the Pineola Presbyterian Church. This began a life-long friendship and partnership in service to the
area. Dr. Tate served his community as a physician, Elder and Treasurer of the church, President of
the Bank, President of Lees-McRae College, Director of Grandfather Home for Children, and he
was also Medical Director of Grace Hospital.
If something needed to be done, Dr. Tate simply stepped up to do it. We can all take a lesson from
Dr. Tate’s life of service to others, especially as we enter our stewardship season.
- David Tate

Join us on August 19 to hear from Gordon and Hui Causby
A light sandwich lunch, provided by the church, is being planned for August 19
immediately following the 11:00am worship service. This is to hear from Gordon
and Hui Causby as they share news of their work with the English Language
Institute of China during the past year; we support them and their work financially
through our benevolent budget funds, as well as by individual donors. Gordon is a
child of our church; he and his wife and two little girls have been living, teaching,
sharing their faith, and being parental role models for the past five years. Proud
mother and grandmother, Cathy Upchurch, is thankful to have them home for
several weeks so she can spoil them all.

Raise the Roof Project Is Complete!
The church roofing project is complete! We want to thank those who gave over and above to help us
accomplish this needed improvement; additional gifts toward the cost are still welcome.

We’d love to have a good “turn-out” to visit with the Causby family and to hear
about their most recent experiences. It is important that we know if you plan to come so that we can provide the right amount
of food…sandwiches, chips, drinks and maybe a cookie or two! We will eat first and then hear from Gordon and Hui; the
entire event should last around an hour.

Please respond to Donna Dicks (898-6667) or dbdicks@skybest.com to reserve your spot at lunch…we need a number of
how many will attend, please. You may contact her if you have questions. We hope that you will take this opportunity to join
us to hear from these dedicated teachers and models of faithfulness.

Permanent Funds Ministry
It’s Right Around the Corner!”
The summer meeting of the Presbytery of Western North Carolina will be held right here at
Lees-McRae College with our church hosting this event on July 31, 2018. The planning
committee may come to you in need of greeters, parking attendants, and general go-fers.
So plan to come, and perhaps to help us, as our presbytery gathers to worship, fellowship,
and learn all the good things going on within our presbytery!
To volunteer, please contact Laura Russell at lcarringer@earthlink.net or 828-260-0085.

Presbytery of W.N.C.

One way to understand the Permanent Funds Ministry of the Banner Elk Presbyterian Church is to
examine each word:
Permanent—Enduring, perpetual, everlasting and unending
Funds—Endow, support, finance, capitalize, subsidize and underwrite
Ministry—An activity carried out by Christians to express their faith and carrying forth Christ’s
mission
So the Permanent Funds Ministry is designed to be around for a very long time, financing Christ’s mission through Banner Elk
Presbyterian! Want to participate?
- Jim Swinkola

GUATEMALA SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM
Banner Elk Presbyterian Church
celebrated its Scottish roots at the
annual "Kirkin' of the Tartans" service
on Sunday, June 24. Tartans carried
into the sanctuary symbolize the blessing of the colorful banners of various
clans or families of Scottish descent as
well as for the entire "Clan Dia", which
is Gaelic for "all the Children of God".
This ceremony is actually one based on
the life and ministry of the Rev. Dr.
Peter Marshall, a Scottish emigrant,
who served as the Chaplain to the
United States Senate at the beginning
of World War II. Since that time, many
Presbyterian and Episcopal churches
celebrate the dedication of believers,
thanksgiving for our faith heritage and
seeking God's blessings on our lives in
this special service of worship.

Since 2006 BEPC has participated in a scholarship program with our sister church Arca de Noé in Morelia, Guatemala. It is
an amazing thing to think that we have helped over 175 children, who might not have that chance to go to school. Our
Partnership with Arca de Noé began in 1996. It has been such a blessing to both churches. We know where our gifts go and
how they are being used because we witness them each year when visitors go to Guatemala.
We begin our fifth cycle of three years this fall. We commit to a three year program so that the children and young people can
finish either primary, middle school or trade programs. This year, being the final year of the cycle, we will witness the
“graduation” of these children of Arca de Noé and the community of Morelia in November when Sara Brewer, Kathy Ward,
Carolyn West and I will visit Guatemala.
I would like to sponsor a child’s education for the next three years. I commit to:
_______one primary student @ $25 per year for 3 years=$75 total
_______one middle school student @ $50 per year for 3 years=$150 total
_______one trade school student @ $150 per year for 3 years=$450
_______general donation to help with a scholarship
(amount given: $_______)
Name:___________________________________________
Phone:___________________________________________
e-mail:___________________________________________
Checks should be made out to Banner Elk Presbyterian Church,
(address for mailing: PO Box 158, Banner Elk, NC 28604),
with Guatemala scholarship noted.
For more information please contact Barbara Hosbein 828-898-5148 bandb@skybest.com

Welcome New Members to BEPC

Godspell To Be Preformed At BEPC!
In August, the Worship Arts Committee will be presenting GODSPELL, a retelling of
Jesus' teachings and adult life according to Matthew. This musical will need singers and
actors and we are hoping that you will join us. No audition is necessary to be in the
show and Janet Speer can provide you with a rehearsal schedule. The play will be
performed the week of August 20th at the church. We invite children, adults, and people
from the community outside our church. The more, the merrier! This is our first endeavor of this kind so we hope to
make it a positive and entertaining reminder of the words and life of Jesus. You may email Janet Speer for more
information. speerj@lmc.edu

American Red Cross Blood Drive
BEPC sponsors the American Red Cross Blood Drives several times a year. The next one will be
held Monday July 9th , from 2:00-6:30pm in the King Fellowship Hall. To make an appointment,
you can go to www.redcrossblood.org and put in sponsor code: Lees-McRae or call Nurse Carl at
898-8862.
Sponsoring a blood drive is an important community responsibility and helps many people in this
area. Please mark your calendars and, if you are able, please help the Red Cross reach their goal!

Pat Matzer - Not only is Pat Matzer still here after attending our church for more than 15 years,
she’s finally a member! Pat was raised Baptist, and has years of credit as a Sunday School
teacher. Now, “if they have any kind of Bible study, I’m there,” she says. After years in Florida,
“I’m so eternally grateful to be here.” She’s done lots of crafts: “I love to do things with my
hands,” noting that she especially enjoyed working with the comfort makers. Mother of two and
stepmother of two more, this new church member is now one of our oldest! She’ll be 90 come
November!
Bud (Herbert) and Sylvia Hahn also have been in Banner Elk for years and years. After a several-year experiment in (hot)
southern living in Mount Pleasant, SC, they’re back! Bud is a former college professor, with a special interest in
economics and politics. He’s experienced with our church finance committee, and is a devotee of Tai Chi. Sylvia was the
Chief Clerk and parliamentarian for the SC House of Representatives, is interested in historic preservation and design, and
now is especially interested in gardening, interior design and knitting.
Trish (Patricia) and William Dethlefs didn’t come far to find us, transferring membership from down the road at
Arbordale, and were, in fact, once members at Banner Elk Presbyterian! They have lived in this area for 10 years, enjoying
“anything outdoors!” That especially includes hiking, gardening and exercise. William was an engineer for Centurylink, and
Trish an account manager at Aetna.
Beth (Elizabeth) Goode is the mother of two teenage daughters, Sarah and Katie, and originally hails from Davenport, IA.
She came to Banner Elk six and a half years ago from Chapel Hill, and currently works at the Life Care Center as Director of
Rehab/Physical Therapy. She especially enjoys skiing and working out, and admits to playing the French horn
and saxophone!
- Ann Swinkola

Comfort Makers

TIDBITS FROM OUR CHURCH’S HISTORY
BEPC Celebrating 125 Years

July Dedication
Jim & Dee Ferguson
The Comfort Makers are dedicating their July
comforter to Jim and Dee Ferguson who have
been a part of Banner Elk Presbyterian since
1986. They are regularly a part of the Kirkin’
of the Tartan, have been ushers,
often place flowers in the sanctuary, and
even did a musical piece with Diane. The
Fergusons were instrumental in making our
kitchen renovation happen, as well as the
Park and Play project. They have facilitated
visits of Brian Blount, President of Union
Presbyterian Seminary, and support a scholarship at Union for a BEPC student. Jim has also spoken during Stewardship
season and will be a guest teacher for the Faith Seekers class this summer. Our church is fortunate indeed that Jim and Dee
spend their summers in the mountains and with us.
The comforter will be hung in the hallway of the church throughout the month of July, then given to a worthy cause such as
RAM or Habitat. This one is plaid in celebration of the Kirkin’ of the Tartan.

BEPC Preschool
What a spectacular school year 2017-2018 was and we can't believe it is over! At the beginning of the month of June our 4 year
old class graduated from preschool. Our big kids are off to kindergarten and we wish them the very best!
We also had to say goodbye to two of our teachers, Ms. Jessica Stokes and Ms. Vicky Pipes. We wish them greatness in their
next adventure. They will be greatly missed!
We have been very blessed with the interest from many of our families and some new friends for camp. We look forward to the
rest of the summer making memories at our preschool. Happy Fourth of July!"
Tiffiny Ledford
Assistant Director
AC Marriott
Preschool Director
Banner Elk Presbyterian Church

Tidbits from Our Church History

BEPC Preschoolers
Graduate June 6!

For about 70 years, our church was served by Deacons as well as Elders. The deacons were
in charge of every detail of our building and grounds, from construction to maintenance. In
the decade of the 1970s, we had a small congregation and a tight budget.
Among many financial struggles, the deacons faced the necessity of a NEW ROOF on the
church building. In 1974, they chose a roofer with the lowest of three bids. He would
charge only $15 per square of shingles but he had no insurance, so the church had to
purchase that. Deacon Bill Guignard was delegated to buy the proper shingles at “the best
price he can find.” Scanning the available funds for this project, they located $711.58 in the
Old Manse checking account (a new manse was under construction), and $110 in a gift
from deceased members Charles and Mary Whitesell. They would ask for other donations,
then borrow “up to $3,500 to get the new roof….and the new shingles were shipped free-ofcharge by Guignard Freight Lines. (Even when we calculate for inflation since 1975, that
loan today would be only $16,300 - which would be an amazingly inexpensive church
roof.)
In 1976 the minister Rev. Jim Murray was badly in need of OFFICE HELP. After several months of discussion, the deacons
agreed to hire a secretary for 12 hours a week at $3 per hour. Mr. Murray also mentioned that the church could buy an electric
mimeograph for $450. But the deacons were able to save money by getting a manual one instead and selling the old
mimeograph to Crossnore Presbyterian for $35.
A baseboard heater, costing $90, was put into the pastor’s study. This was a good idea because the winter of 1976 turned out to
be extra cold. The church’s budgeted amount for HEATING the church went over the top by costing $198 more than expected,
but the thrifty deacons found ways to cover that.
In October of 1977 the deacons learned that the DOORS at both the front and back entrances to the church did not “work
properly.” They began a casual 10-month process to remedy this. (Apparently there was no worry about security in those days,
for both doors could be opened with a special push.) The deacons decided to ask a loyal church member who was a contractor
to “see if he can fix the doors.” The next month it was reported that Terrell Jones said the
old wooden doors were warped and should be replaced with steel or metal doors. A month
later, the deacons voted to buy two steel front doors for $700 through Jones’ discount. But
they could not agree on whether to have the doors solid or with glass windows at the top.
It was December at that point, and the busy deacons were considering weightier issues with
construction of a new manse underway. Finally on April 2, 1978 they returned to the broken
door situation. They met after the Sunday Morning Worship and looked at the old doors,
having picture catalogs in hand. They decided to order Ever Straight steel doors with glass
inserts. Four months later the new doors were in place.
In the early 1980s a new system of One Board (“Unicameral”) was adopted by the
congregation, eliminating the office of deacons and enlarging the board of Elders. Those
faithful deacons who saw the church through the hardships of the 70s decade are
remembered with deep appreciation.
- Dudley Gilmer

Crossnore Presbyterian Church Centennial
The Crossnore Presbyterian Church will be celebrating its Centennial Year on Sunday July 22,
2018. Your are invited to attend the celebration! For more information please call
828-733-1939 or email cpcpcusa@gmail.com.
Crossnore Presbyterian Church Centennial Celebration
Sunday July 22, 2018
3PM Centennial Celebration Worship Service
4:30pm Dinner on the Grounds

YOU ARE INVITED~~~

by Claire Fortune~~~

This month 15 young people who call me “Grandmom” will come together to help celebrate my 80th birthday. The fun,
closeness, the love we share, the stories, the hugs….
But even in my anticipation of such a happy time, I am overcome with sadness and distress at the plight of children and their
families who have sought refuge at our southern border. Each time I see their pictures and hear their cries, I see and hear my
own beloved grandchildren and the children of our church family and of our pre-school.
For those who might be willing to help me acknowledge 80 blessed years,

Second Sunday Brunch Reminder
If you missed the opportunity to meet and greet returning summer friends in June…
Guess what - you’ve got another chance at July’s Second Sunday Brunch!
Whether you remember to, or even want to cook, join attendees of both services at 9:30am
July 8 in the Fellowship Hall for the Second Sunday Brunch. We share favorite breakfast
or lunch dishes, along with lots of good fellowship and cheer. And there’s always lots of
everything! If you go to church early, come on downstairs after worship; if you worship
late, come early for brunch!

I INVITE YOU to join me in offering this prayer:

Jesus, who especially loves little children, please lead those in authority to seek compassionate solutions to problems that
affect our most valuable resource, YOUR CHILDREN. When they and their families enter “the land of the free,” may
they find a people who honor You by following Your instruction to “welcome the stranger” and to “love our neighbors as
ourselves.” May each of us reflect Your Spirit of generosity, forgiveness, kindness and grace. Amen
“Then the King will say, ‘Come to the kingdom prepared for you. For…I was a stranger and you invited me in….For whatever
you did for the least of my children, you did for me.’”
-–Matthew 25: 35, 40
****
For Presbyterian Church (USA) suggestions of ways you may advocate for children and their families in current immigration
issues, see website: Presbyterians for Just Immigration.

Sunday School News!
A new class is beginning Sunday, July 1st for children ages 7 - 12. Connie Addison will be teaching this
group from the study “Awesome Adventures” (PCUSA). The class will meet Sunday mornings from
10:00 to 10:45am in the upstairs classroom located at the end of the hallway across from the Handbell
Choir room.

July Church Picnic!
A catered chicken-and-fixins’ dinner will be the highlight of our
July 24 annual church picnic at Wildcat Lake! We have the two
pavilions closest to the dam reserved from 4:30 to 7 p.m. If you
come early with children or grandchildren who want to swim and
enjoy the beach - lifeguards are on duty until 6 p.m. We’ll also eat at 6 p.m., so bring a
lawn chair, your enthusiasm, and we’ll enjoy our beachfront al fresco meal together!

Around the Church…..

We encourage all children of this age to join in this exciting new class. As always, the nursery is available
for younger siblings if needed. We look forward to beginning this new journey with our young members. If you have questions
please contact Ellen Stapleton (CE Committee) at 828-898-6022 or Connie Addison (Teacher) at 276-494-1792.

POP Moves to Last Sunday
For the summer our POP group (Parents of Preschoolers) will be meeting the last Sunday of the
month: July 29th and August 26th at 5:30 p.m. in the fellowship hall. We continue our survey of the
Bible covering the first five books in July.
All parents of preschoolers are invited to attend but are asked to let Ed Donnell or Cathy Richmond
know if you plan to attend, so food and child care can be planned. Child care is available in the nursery,
so please feed your children before arriving.

.

Calling all Shepherds
Please consider serving as a Shepherd for a month. Whether you like to visit, send cards or
make phone calls, we need you! Sign up with a friend or we will find a partner for you.
There is a sign-up sheet located outside the church office or you may contact Debi Tornow
828-387-4914 or Emily Garrett 828-320-7577.

Celebrating a joyful time at Corben Brewer and
Jessica Walker's wedding shower.

Gavin Zimmer, grandson of
Larry & Chris Zimmer, and
Katarina Marriott, daughter
of A.C. & Don Marriott, help
prepare the church for the
Kirkin’ O’ the Tartans

Grayson George Anderson
During the Kirkin’ O’ The Tartans
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7pm Men’s Choir
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Jane Richardson
Diane Earwood
Sylvia Hahn
Ben Garris
Will Garris
Coy Franklin
Chuck Portaro
Claire Fortune
Ellen Stapleton
Paula Fryar Garris
Ralph Brown
Corben Brewer
Will Hagna
Lindy Linenberger
Alice Durham
Ed Donnell
Anne Shinn
Judy Ward
Bob Anderson
Jim Swinkola
Jan Miller
Hogan Carringer
Betsy Hill
Judy Roeling
Jane Boyer
Roma Angel
Mary Ann Davis
Hampton Owen
Eriana Fidler
Laurel Ward
Jaxon Gallop

Mayland Fellowship Meeting July 8th!
Mayland Fellowship will be meeting
Sunday, July 8, 2018 at the Newland
Presbyterian Church. We begin at
5:30pm with a meal provided by
Newland Presbyterian and the meeting
will follow. The quarterly gatherings
serve to connect us to fellow
Presbyterians in the high country.
Please plan to join us.

Wednesday, July 11 is the day of JULIETS ( Just Us Ladies
Informally Eating Together) next meeting. This will be our first
opportunity to have lunch at Bella’s since they are usually closed
on Wednesdays but this summer they are staying open. Bella’s is
located in the Food Lion Shopping Center. The time is 12:30pm.
Please sign up at the church or call Marge Bailey (387-4628).
Hope to see you all there!

Dear Friends:
A month or more in Texas has left me wanting to write a song - “I Left My Heart in
North Carolina”. Even though I have settled into my new home (No, I still have some
unpacking to do), I have an emptiness that only my friends and Banner Elk Presbyterian
Church can fill. My new surroundings are everything I had hoped for (except the hot
temperatures). People are very friendly and helpful. It is nice to see family more frequently and they have been a tremendous help. I think of different ones of you every day.
I am grateful for the emails, and newsletters to keep me in the loop. Know that I pay
attention to the prayer requests and understand the power of the prayers, cards and letters
from you (and emails). Here is my new address: 9306 Great Hills Trail, Box 35 Austin,
TX 78759 (email address is the same: jane.boyer33@gmail.com)
I will be delighted for anyone to visit. Austin is known to be a beautiful and exciting city
- with its rolling hills where I live (on the west side), historical sites (being Texas State
Capitol) and live music. So long for now.
Lovingly,
Jane Boyer

Get Your Copy of the Church Directory!
Want to know who’s who and how to reach them? The easiest
and most secure way to do this is to send Rob Clemmer an
e-mail (rob@bannerelkpresbyterian.org) requesting a reply with
a link to our most current pictorial directory as a pdf.file. You
will have it on your computer to reference or to print your own copy for your use.
Accessing it this way reduces the chance of security problems and you won’t
have to remember a password to open the link. Easy, convenient and most
helpful…now, if we could just get photos of all those folks we can’t seem to
catch!

June Financials

May Financials
5/7/2018
5/14/2018
5/21/2018
5/29/2018

$12,232.54
$14,322.71
$11,737.00
$5,959.80
$44,252.05

6/4/2018
6/11/2018
6/18/2018
6/25/2018

$18,075.00
$12,517.00
$9,196.00
$11,362.94
$51,150.94

The Church Office will be closed Wednesday July 4th for the holiday.
Church Name Tags

As we have more new members and visitors joining our midst, it is
especially helpful for all to wear their church nametags. If you are
in need of one, please contact the church office at 828-898-5406 or
email at ofice@bannerelkpresbyterian.org. If you have ordered a
name tag, they will be on the counter in the outer church office.

