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FAX: (828) 898-7615
EMAIL: office@bannerelkpresbyterian.org

Office Hours: Monday - Thursday 8:30 am - 2:30 pm

CHURCH LEADERSHIP & STAFF
Moderator: Rev. Feild Russell
Clerk of Session: Susan Carter
Class 2017
Tony Fortune Cathy Richmond McNair Tornow Carolyn West -

Missions
Preschool
Worship
Fellowship & Nurture

Class 2018
Sara Brewer - Membership/Outreach
Jimmy Ennis - Building Grounds
Emily Garrett - Congregational Care
Ann Swinkola For the Newsletter to be received by the first day of each month, Session has set the deadline
for all submissions to be on or before the 15th of each month. We extend a sincere welcome
to everyone to join us for worship and any events you see listed in the newsletter.

Class 2019
Bill Ferguson Murry Haber Travis Henley Nancy Owen -

Stewardship & Finance
Personnel
Educational Leadership
Membership/Outreach

Clerk of the Works - Larry Zimmer
Permanent Funds Ministry - Jim Swinkola
Treasurer: Dr. Ronald L. McGowan
Asst Treasurers: Allen Clark, Rob Clemmer,
Jean Eells, Bruce Pendergast, Dorothy Pullease

Church Staff
Rev. Feild Russell, Pastor
Mobile: 757-846-1105
Email: pastor@bannerelkpresbyterian.org
Rev. Leslie Piper, Parish Associate
belibrarylady@gmail.com
Rev. Dr. Ed Donnell, Parish Associate
edd@aggienetwork.com
Rob Clemmer, Office Administrator
rob@bannerelkpresbyterian.org
Director of Music: Diane Rydell
diane_bepc@outlook.com
Admin. Assistant: Dedy Traver
dedy@bannerelkpresbyterian.org
Housekeeping: Margaret Trivette
BEPC Preschool: A.C. Marriott, Director
acmarriott@bannerelkpresbyterian.org
Office Telephone: 828-898-5406

SUNDAY WORSHIP SERIVCES
8:30 am 8:30am Worship - traditional
with Men’s Gospel Choir
9:30 am Adult Sunday School
10:00am Preschool Sunday School
11:00 am Worship - traditional

Stewardship 2018
Stewardship campaigns are basically all the same, aren't they? Some older,
gray-haired, (maybe white-haired !), guy gets up, and extols the virtues of the
church, the essential qualities of its programs as well as its needs, and then
works on your guilt and sense of obligation to explain why you need to dig
deeper this year than ever before. We must, after all, keep the ship afloat and
moving forward. It's always a percentage of this, a fraction of that, and something about tithing, whatever that really means. Really? Is that what we really
think stewardship is?
Well, I don't. Oh sure, we have to keep the business running if we want the
business to do any good, but is that stewardship? I don't think so. For one
thing, we all know that stewardship is about much more than just money.
Somehow we've got to figure out how to think about stewardship, not as an
obligation, but as an obvious, thoughtful, organized extension of our wish to
please God. Surely we don't please God because we are perfect, or skilled, or
even by digging deeper. No, we please God by trying just as hard as we can to
do what we know we should be doing all along. I think we often make this
seem harder than it really is.
This year we're focusing on the most exciting thing possible in our family. We
suddenly have children - groups of children, for which we now have reason to
think about Sunday School curricula, projects, trips, outings and confirmation
classes. Since Carol and I joined this church in 2001, we have heard nothing
repeated more often than that we need more young families and children.
Well, folks, it's happening. Thanks be to God!
Our stewardship campaign for this year will start and end in August. We'll
send out letters, have Moments for Stewardship, gatherings, brochures and
displays. We'll begin on the first Sunday in August, and Consecration Sunday
will be August 27. What we need most from all of you is to have you listen
and think. We don't need guilt. We're looking for excitement. We don't know
yet, exactly what our budgetary needs will be for next year, but they'll be a bit
greater than this year. The year after that they'll be a little greater still. Kids
grow, you know, and they need stuff. That's where we come in. You all know
all of this. Right now we don't need answers. We need your support, your
prayers, your questions and your vision. This is, after all, God's work. How
blessed are we to be able to join in the journey?
- Dick Larson, Stewardship Chair for 2018

Milestones

Opportunities To Learn And Grow
Faith Seekers’ Class - 9:30am
About the Faith Seekers’ Class: Explore various issues, using music, video and conversation.
Food: Coffee and snacks provided (usually)
Money: Receives an offering for good causes and needs

All of us who know Dedy Traver, our church’s Financial Secretary, know her wide-ranging office skills - and we know she will do anything to
help us, doing it graciously, with smiles and good humor. Many of us have also sampled her hospitality expertise. From an event that took
place recently, I learned a little that might help explain some of her versatility and her penchant for fun and celebrations. I knew our church
family would like for me to share this.
--Claire Fortune

Faith Seekers will continue to study the Lectionary in innovative and creative ways.
July 2: Teacher: Reverend Leslie Piper
July 9: A talk with Gordon and Hui Causby about their mission in China
July 16: Teacher: Steve Bender
July 23: Teacher: Steve Bender
July 30: Teacher: Dick Larson

Visitors From Afar
Gordon and Hui Causby and daughters, Eva and Fiona, will be with us on Sunday, July 9 to
share information about their work in China. Gordon, a child of BEPC, is the son of our
member, Cathy Upchurch. They will join the adult Sunday school class at 9:30a.m and will
participate in both the 8:30am and 11:00am worship services during the Moment for Mission.
Gordon and Hui are highly dedicated to their human service work with the English Language
Institute. Our church family is encouraged to take one of these opportunities to hear them
share their story. We look forward to having them with us.

Youth Activities
If you’re in middle or high school and are looking for something to do, we’ve got you
covered! Join us every Sunday afternoon for fellowship and TONS of fun! We’ve gone
tubing, played games at a cookout, and been mini-golfing and this is just the
beginning! On July 9th we will have a scavenger hunt, followed by a personal wildlife
presentation at the May Wildlife Rehabilitation Center on the 16th. Rock climbing, a
ropes course, and a day trip to Montreat Camp & Conference Center are on the way
too, as well as service projects during the week. If you’d like more information, contact Mary Whiteacre at 407-744-2011 or by email at mw0186601@lmc.edu.

2017 Hymn Singin'
On Sunday July 23rd at 4pm we are having an informal "hymn sing" in the sanctuary. We
will use some of the favorites in our hymnal as well as a few others you will recognize (if
you know some of the standards). The choir will participate and have a couple offerings as
well, along with a few surprise guests. Hope you will put the date on your calendar (bring
your voice or your ears) and join us for a fun time. There is no LMC Summer Theater
afternoon performance on that Sunday, which is why that particular day was chosen.

Inquirer’s Class
Reverend Russell will be holding an "Inquirer's Class" on Sunday, July 16, for anyone who would like to
know more about membership in this church, or is simply curious about what Presbyterians believe and
how the church is run. The class will start immediately following worship with a light lunch provided,
and end around 2:00 p.m. Reservations are requested so that we can plan appropriately for the lunch, and
child care can be provided as long as we know in advance that it is needed. Call or email the church
office to RSVP or communicate directly with Feild, pastor@bannerelkpresbyterian.org or 757-846-1105.

Al & Edith Traver

^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^
Dedy, her brother, sister and cousins organized a gala Centennial Birthday
Celebration on the occasion which would have been their parents’, Al and
Edith Traver’s one-hundred birthdays. It was held in Greenville, SC,
where they spent much of their growing-up years. Family members
shared memories of hilarious stories depicting what they had assumed as
children were “normal” daily happenings in the Traver household. Didn’t
everyone grow up with such “Traver-isms”—as constant jokes and pranks
and skits, firecrackers in the house on Christmas morning, costume closets, hundreds of picnics and themed celebrations every year, magic
shows, spur of the moment breakfasts in the woods and what they now
describe as “an abundance of insane and idiotic behavior?”Cousins, other relatives and friends were
included in seemingly endless events.

Our Dedy is known as “the hostess with the mostess,” inviting dozens of friends and acquaintances to her holiday meals, to
English-style tea-parties, mystery theatrical dinner parties she and her friends create. Learning about her parents fills in some
facts about how she came to embody such generous and creative hospitality. From a write-up about her parents: “They
understood love, they practiced it, and showed their family how to share that love in every conceivable way, and with grace and
humor!”
Dedy’s mom was known for her kindness and her strong faith. Just to include one of her pearls of wisdom: “Don’t choose a
church home based on its pastor. Pastors come and go. The church is the people who make up the congregation. They are the
church, and it is they who you should look to when making your choice of church.”
Dedy’s parents moved to Sugar Mountain in 1971 when the resort was just beginning. Her mom sold real estate there and her
dad was instrumental in property management and development. After a few years of visiting them from her home in Atlanta,
Dedy, an avid skier, moved to the high country. And aren’t we glad she did!

Women’s Summer Bible Study
Please join us on Monday mornings at 11am in the upstairs Sunday School class for our summer
Bible study. All are welcome, and you need only bring your Bibles with you. Please join us for
lively conversation and good fellowship! The class is led by Rev. Leslie Piper.
For more information contact Leslie

Mayland Fellowship
Mayland Fellowship is a gathering of Presbyterian Churches in Avery, Mitchell, and Yancey Counties. For
many years, a quarterly dinner and worship service has provided a way to connect the members of these three
mountain county churches. The Grassy Creek Church, just south of Spruce Pine, will host the next quarterly
meeting with a cookout on July 9 at 5:30 pm, followed by a brief business meeting and a program of music
organized by Jim Taylor. You’ll meet some fine people and enjoy some relaxed dining and entertainment. Come and bring a friend! Directions: from the highway 19E Bypass in Spruce Pine, turn left onto 226
South toward Little Switzerland. Go 2 1/2 miles and turn left just beyond the Grassy Creek Baptist

Church on the left. Grassy Creek Presbyterian is next door, 167 Greenlee Lane, Spruce Pine, NC 28777
Walking with Shadows
Our attention to those who have family or friends who deal with mental illness has been very successful.
We invite others to join us. Led by our own professional counselor, Rev. Brant Piper, the group seeks out
support, comfort and resources for dealing with very difficult problems of relationships, healthy steps and well
being. For more information please contact Janet Speer at speerj@lmc.edu. The group meets on the second
Monday of each month at 7 PM in the Margaret Tate Parlor on the second floor near the elevator. Our next
meeting will be July 10th.

Community Service
Feeding Avery Families Has Completed Move
Volunteers are shown working recently in the new Feeding
Avery Family facility in Newland. As always, numbers of BEPC
members were on hand to pack food boxes which are distributed
each month. In addition to the bright spacious workroom,
helpers were delighted with the new bathroom which is a big
upgrade from the one in FAF’s former location. Work on the
new bathroom was accomplished in a cooperative effort between
FAF and Avery County Habitat volunteers which included our
own faithful building team. Anyone interested in helping with this
ministry should contact Allen Clark at 828-898-8004.

Habitat Volunteers Once Again Say Thanks
Numbers of folks in our congregation had donated time, energy, cooking skills and money to
supply meals recently for volunteer groups who have come to help in our area. An enthusiastic
group from Culpepper Presbyterian Church in Virginia greeted our delivery team with, “We’re
hungry and we’re glad you’re here!”
Nineteen people ranging in age from 17 to 80 spent a week helping renovate the Gilmer Center
housing facility in Elk Park and construct a home on Blevins Creek. Over the years, their church
has sent many teams here because they love our area and because they have found Avery County
Habitat “to be so well organized and thoughtfully managed with materials ready on site and a
good plan ready for the workers. And the staff is fantastic to work with.”
“My dad started helping people,” said an eleventh grader with the group, “and it seemed cool to
me, so I started helping too. If I hadn’t come here, I’d just be sleeping-in and hanging around at
home. This makes me feel useful and I’m learning a lot.”
We say thanks to the many volunteers who choose to assist with needs in our county. And a BIG thanks goes to our regular
BEPC volunteers who stick with these building projects throughout the year. And another BIG thanks to all who help provide
meals for hungry workers. THANKS!
- Claire Fortune

Banner House Museum Opens for Season
Judy Hilsmier, president of Greater Banner Elk Heritage Foundation, and Dan Akerblom, Banner
House docent and skilled craftsman, were busy at the season’s opening day event on June 17. Judy
welcomed guests and Dan demonstrated his woodsman skills at the historic setting. They joined others
who are very knowledgeable about our town’s founding and history. A visit to Banner House is
entertaining and very worthwhile as guides lead participants through life in days gone by. Be sure to
watch for announcements of other upcoming Heritage events throughout the summer and fall.

Hands On Disaster Relief
Disaster Assistance - Want to Make a Difference?
The Mission Committee of our Presbytery is sponsoring a mission trip October 8-13 to Kingston
N. C. to help repair devastation caused by Hurricane Matthew. First Presbyterian Church in
Kingston will host the team. The cost of $150 per person covers food and lodging, and this cost
will be paid by BEPC. Lodging is bunk beds provided by the host church, and most meals will be
prepared at the church. A member of our church family said recently, “Having been on several
mission trips, I honestly feel I benefitted so much more than I could ever give. It can be a life
changing experience.”You are encouraged to give this need your prayerful consideration, and
anyone interested in participating should talk with our mission committee chairman, Tony Fortune.

Comfort Makers

BEPC Preschool Summer Camps
Graduation for our oldest class has taken place and we have jumped in to summer camp with a splash! We had a lovely
graduation ceremony on June 7th when we wished our students the best of luck as they go on to kindergarten. We also celebrated Ms. Jennifer, the assistant three year old teacher, who has left our preschool program to pursue her dreams of becoming a kindergarten teacher by working towards her master's in early childhood education at the Erikson Institue in Chicago.
Ms. Jennifer will be greatly missed but we are all so proud of her for taking this big step towards her future career!!
Summer camp has been a success so far. We enjoy playing with our friends while learning more about sports, cooking and
road trips in the US. Each week has a different theme and the students truly have enjoyed the subjects. Both the head men's
and women's tennis coach and the head women's soccer coach from Lee's McRae College have visited and showed our students the basics of tennis and soccer. We are very lucky to have such nice staff and students from LMC as neighbors. We
also had fun splashing our friends during "Water Fun Friday" where we had water play down on the playground. Just another amazing benefit the playground has to our preschool. We can enjoy the summer days in a safe environment.
Summer camp will take a break over the 4th of July week and we wish everyone a happy Independence Day!
- A.C. Marriott

June Dedication - Bob and Sandy Moss
The July Comforter is dedicated to Bob and Sandy
Moss. The Mosses have been extremely
generous to our church, and as Pastor Feild says,
they know how to “notice things that could make
a difference, and find just the right way to help it
happen.” Sandy was the person who noted the
dated kitchen and became the visionary to get our
kitchen and Fellowship Hall renovated - and done
right. Sandy and Bob care deeply about our church, and have been able to help us look at possible long-range maintenance
needs and improvements and plan for them. Our pastor has found their wisdom and direction extremely helpful. They ask the
right questions, respect the process needed, and do what is helpful to enrich our church environment. Thank you Sandy and
Bob! This comforter will be given to express our love and extend comfort to Resort Area Ministries, Habitat for Humanity, or
other such worthy causes.
- Janet Speer

Welcome, Ellie Avery!
Nursery Attendant Assistants Needed!
Welcome Ellie Avery, our new Lead Caregiver in the nursery
for children infant to age 3! Ellie has worked with a number of
families associated with our Preschool, and we are fortunate to
have someone already known to our preschool children
We are still searching for a person, or several persons on a
rotating basis, to assist Ellie during the 11:00am Worship
Service. Perhaps you attend the 8:30am Worship Service
during the summer, and would enjoy getting to know some
of the children of the church by assisting in the Nursery during
the 11:00am Service. If you can participate in this important
ministry, contact the church office (828-898-5406) or
Susan Carter (828-898-5728) for more information.

Preschool Sunday School
Our Sunday School class for preschool aged children continues through the summer months. A class
for children aged 3 to 6 is held on Sunday mornings from 10:00 to 10:40 am in the Intermediate
Classroom on the 2nd floor (top floor). The class is led by Lyndsay Ennis. The nursery is available
for younger siblings if needed. Parents are encouraged to enjoy coffee, and peace and quiet in the
meditation room across from the classroom. We look forward to beginning this new journey with our
youngest members. If you would like to help with the class or if you have any questions, please
contact Lyndsay at lyndsay_hayes@hotmail.com.

Parents of Preschoolers - POP
Join with other parents of preschoolers for supper, conversation and a Bible study.
We will meet July 16th from 5:30-7:30 pm in the fellowship hall. The meal and
child care are provided so please let Ed Donnell know if you plan to attend
(edd@aggienetwork.com). Please feed your children before arriving.

New Members

Permanent Funds Ministry

The caravan of travelers wending their way down to Banner Elk Presbyterian from Beech
Mountain has grown a little longer, as we welcome Sandra Bishop to our membership!
Sandy comes from First Presbyterian in Charlotte by affirmation of Faith. She has lived in our
area for more than two years, especially enjoying hiking, photography, tennis and cooking. She is
a retired dental hygienist—smile broadly when you see her! Soup kitchen experience in Charlotte
highlights her volunteer list, and she’s ready to help as needed by her new church family!
It’s always great when a new family joins the church - but this group is REALLY great! The
Vernon-Gallup-Ballard-Goolsby clan, nine members strong, (NINE!) have joined us from
Winston-Salem!
Here’s the who’s who: Jayme and William (Cas) Vernon come with their four children, Jaxon Gallup,
Caitlin, Haleigh and Hannah Vernon. Hannah is 16, Haleigh is 14, Jaxon 9 and Caitlin 4. The family blend then adds Jayme’s
mother and her husband, Alisa and Greg Ballard, and then Alisa’s mother, BettyGoolsby! Wow!
Jayme reports that the family was originally from Banner Elk (Billy Shomaker is her dad, Earl Shomaker her grandfather).
Daughter Caitlin begins her church history as a member of the Banner Elk Presbyterian Preschool, three-year-old class!
Jayme previously has served on a Worship Committee, and as a Vacation Bible School teacher.
Cas currently works at Lowes Hardware Banner Elk, and is retired from the cable sartellite industry; he has a special interest
in golf. Our Cranberry Middle-schooler, Haleigh, is an athlete, specializing in volleyball and track. Tenth grader Hannah plays
both tennis…and the violin! Jaxon is in the third grade at Banner Elk Elementary, and likes tennis and football.
Alisa is an export specialist, customer service, for Bonset America Corp in Browns Summit, NC. She has been an elder,
served on the Worship Committee, and been interim director of Christin Education. Husband Greg works for Ingersol Rand as
an IT specialist (making him a computer specialist), and favors golf and the guitar.
Family matriarch, Betty Goolsby, taught school for 38 years, and now enjoys gardening and reading. A hearty welcome to
Betty and her whole brood!
- Ann Swinkola

Around the Church…..

The Permanent Funds Ministry is offing three gatherings later this summer for members of the
church family. As an opportunity for small group fellowship and discussion of the future financial strength of our church, please check your calendar for your availability during one of the
following evening dinners:
August 10, Thursday, at the home of Jim and Ann Swinkola,
August 21, Monday, at the home of Feild and Laura Russell, and
September 12, Tuesday, at the home of McNair and Debi Tornow.
More information will be made available in July.
Jim Swinkola

Park & Play Update
Parking Lot Dedication - July 16th
After a great deal of hard work, and with the continuing generosity of members and friends of the congregation, our new parking lot has reached the point of completion. Benches given in memory of Frank Watts and
in honor of Mary Watts should be installed very soon, and so we will take just a few moments just before the
start of worship on July 16 (at both services) to present a brief video/slide show, pause to thank God, and
dedicate the lot to the glory of God and the ministry of this church. All this will be done in the sanctuary.
Please plan to come a few minutes early to worship on July 16 for this time of dedication.

^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^
Park & Play Funding Update - 06/28/2017
Park & Play Pledges for 2016 – We have collected 98% of
the 2016 Park & Play pledges, and are optimistic that we will
receive the remaining $4000.00 of this commitment.
Park & Play Pledges for 2017 – We have received
$29,384.00 of the $48,325.00 that was pledged for 2017.
Continued fulfillment of 2016 and 2017 commitments will
enable us to meet our financial obligations while making
progress on our plans to reduce our debt. If you have any
questions concerning your pledged Park & Play commitment,
please contact Dedy Traver at 828-898-5406.

Murry Haber presents a check to
Janet Milsaps for the RAM Food
Pantry. The check is a grant from
the Prebytery’s Nickel-A-Meal

Online Church Contributions

Ann Swinkola, installed as elder to
fill unexpired class of 2018 tern on
Session.

The new Scots Confession Banner
was made by Martha Burns and Mae
Weed. The banner reflects symbols of
the Scottish Kirk, the Christian
church in general, and some uniquely
Celtic symbolism.

Bank technology advances are enhancing how we make and track our family church contributions
through-out the year. Instead of writing a check and depositing it in the collection plate each week,
many banks now make it possible to deposit your contributions online and keep a running account of
your progress toward meeting your annual pledge. Check with your bank to see if they are set up to
authorize mailing a check on your behalf to the church on whatever payment schedule you choose. If you want to designate a
specific fund for your contribution, like the Pastor’s Discretionary Fund, simply have the bank note that on the check they mail
to the church. Otherwise, the check will be deposited to the “General Fund”. It’s fast, easy and you always have immediate
access to how you stand towards meeting your annual pledge throughout the year. No matter how you give, the church ill keep
sending you statements.

- Bruce Pendergast

29
7:30am Men’s Prayer
Breakfast at
Banner Elk Café

31
9am BEPC Preschool
Summer Camp

July Birthdays

30
8:30AM Worship
9:30am SS Classes
10am Presch SS Class
11 am Worship

28
Office Closed
9am Preschool Camp
27
9am BEPC Preschool
10:30am PrK Chapel
11:15 am ROMEO’s
Men’s Lunch Group
26
9am BEPC Preschool
10am Comfort Makers
4:30pm Handbells
7:15pm Choir
23
8:30AM Worship
9:30am SS Classes
10am Presch SS Class
11 am Worship
4Pm Hymn Sing

24
9am BEPC Preschool
Summer Camp

25
9am BEPC Preschool
Summer Camp
7pm Men’s Choir

22
7:30am Men’s Prayer
Breakfast at
Banner Elk Café
21
Office Closed
9am Preschool Camp
20
9am BEPC Preschool 9am BEPC Preschool
10am Comfort Makers 10:30am PrK Chapel
4:30pm Handbells
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Men’s Lunch Group
7:15pm Choir
7pm - Session
16
8:30AM Worship
9:30am SS Classes
10am Presch SS Class
11 am Worship
5:30pm POP

17
9am BEPC Preschool
Summer Camp

18
9am BEPC Preschool
3pm Prayer Shawl
Ministry
7pm Men’s Choir

15
7:30am Men’s Prayer
Breakfast at
Banner Elk Café
14
Office Closed
9am Preschool Camp
13
9am BEPC Preschool
10:30am PrK Chapel
11:15 am ROMEO’s
Men’s Lunch Group
12
9am BEPC Preschool
10am Comfort Maker
12:30pm JULIETS
4:30pm Handbells
7:15pm Choir
11
9am BEPC Preschool
Summer Camp
7pm Men’s Choir
8:30AM Worship
9:30am SS Classes
(Causbys to teach)
10am Presch SS Class
11 am Worship
5:30pmMayland
Fellowship
9

6
3

2 COMMUNION
8:30AM Worship
9:30am SS Classes
10am Presch SS Class
11 am Worship

YOUTH GROUP MEETS EVERY SUNDAY
AFTER 11AM WORSHIP SERVICE

10
9am BEPC Preschool
Summer Camp

10am Comfort Makers 10:30am PrK Chapel
4:30pm Handbells
11:15 am ROMEO’s
7:15pm Choir
Men’s Lunch Group
Office Closed

8
7:30am Men’s Prayer
Breakfast at
Banner Elk Café
7
Office Closed
5
4

7:30am Men’s
1
Prayer Breakfast at
Banner Elk Café

Sat
Fri
Thu
Wed
Tue
Mon
Sun

July 2017

Church Happenings

2
2
3
4
4
5
7
7
8
9
9
9
9
9
12
13
14
15
15
19
20
22
22
23
24
24
25
25
26
28

Jane Richardson
Diane Earwood
Sylvia Hahn
Ben Garris
Will Garris
Coy Franklin
Claire Fortune
Ellen Stapleton
Paula Fryar Garris
Ralph Brown
Corben Brewer
Will Hagna
Lindy Linenberger
Alice Durham
Ed Donnell
Anne Shinn
Judy Ward
Bob Anderson
Jim Swinkola
Jan Miller
Hogan Carringer
Betsy Hill
Judy Roeling
Jane Boyer
Roma Angel
Mary Ann Davis
Vivien Howard
Hampton Owen
Eriana Fidler
Jaxon Gallop

The JULIETS ( Just Us Ladies Informally Eating Together) will
meet for lunch and fellowship at Over Yonder, the restaurant in
Vale Crucis across from the Mast Store. The date is Wednesday,
July 12 at 12:30pm. Please sign up at the church or call Marge
Bailey (387-4628). Hope to see you all there!

Make your calendar: CONGREGATIONAL RETREAT, September 23, 2017 at Holston Camp, Hickory Nut Gap Road. A one
day event for all ages. Full details will be provided in upcoming
newsletters

Save the Date! Annual Church Picnic
Our annual picnic is scheduled for Tuesday August
1st. We have reserved a picnic shelter at Wildcat
Lake. The meal will be catered. Stayed tuned for
more details!

Emery Fulton Clemmer
Rob and Phyllis Clemmer welcomed into their
family a new grandson, Emery Fulton
Clemmer, adopted son of Bill and Carrie
Clemmer in Winston-Salem. Emery was born
on April 1 and spent his first night in his new
home on June 20th.

The church office will
be closed on Tuesday
July 4th for the holiday.

Monthly Financial Records
June 2017
June 4
$ 8,679.11
June 11 $12,332.70
June 18 $ 6,174.00
June 25 $ 7,603.22
Total
$34,788.92

Do You Winter in Florida?
Feild and Laura Russell are considering another January trip to Florida to visit with some of our seasonal worshipers. They did
this in January 2016, accepting hospitality from several generous couples along the way, and gathering groups of our church
folk over meals in homes or local restaurants. While these were quick encounters and they could not linger, they found this to
be a valuable and meaningful time to connect with our church people in their other “home” environments.
The Russells don’t yet know exactly where they will travel, or the exact dates, but may focus on areas they didn’t reach last
time, such as South Florida. The most likely dates would be sometime between January 8 - 20. In planning for this potential
expedition next winter, they’d like to hear from some of you: would you like for them to visit your area? Could you provide
some logistical support to help gather an area group around a meal or dessert, either in your home or a nearby restaurant? Let
Feild know if you have interest or ideas that could be included in their considerations: pastor@bannerelkpresbyterian.org or
757-846-1105. (Email preferable)

