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CHURCH LEADERSHIP & STAFF
Moderator: Rev. Feild Russell
Clerk of Session: Susan Carter
Class 2016
Don Hilsmier - Membership/Outreach
Carolyn Jones - Congregational Care
Rick Owen - Personnel
Dorothy Pullease - Stewardship/Finance
Class 2017
Tony Fortune - Missions
Cathy Richmond - Preschool
McNair Tornow - Worship
Carolyn West - Fellowship & Nurture

For the Newsletter to be received by the first day of each month, Session has set the deadline
for all submissions to be on or before the 15th of each month (via e-mail or diskette only).
We extend a sincere welcome to everyone to join us for worship and any events you see listed in the newsletter.

Class 2018
Sara Brewer - Membership/Outreach
Jimmy Ennis - Building Grounds
Emily Garrett - Congregational Care
Denise Powell - Educational Leadership
Clerk of the Works - Larry Zimmer
Permanent Funds Ministry - Jim Swinkola

Treasurer: Dr. Ronald L. McGowan
Asst Treasurers: Allen Clark, Rob Clemmer,
Jean Eells, Bruce Pendergast, Dorothy Pullease

Church Staff
Rev. Feild Russell, Pastor
Mobile: 757-846-1105
Email: pastor@bannerelkpresbyterian.org
Rev. Leslie Piper, Parish Associate
belibrarylady@gmail.com
Rev. Dr. Ed Donnell, Parish Associate
edd@aggienetwork.com
Rob Clemmer, Office Administrator
rob@bannerelkpresbyterian.org
Director of Music: Diane Rydell
diane_bepc@outlook.com
Admin. Assistant: Dedy Traver
dedy@bannerelkpresbyterian.org
Housekeeping: Margaret Trivette
BEPC Preschool: Shane Parker, Director
parkerps@email.appstate.edu
Office Telephone: 828-898-5406

SUNDAY WORSHIP SERIVCES
8:30am Worship - traditional
with Men’s Gospel Choir
9:30 am Sunday School
11:00 am Worship - traditional

From the Pastor….
PARK AND PLAY Q & A

As plans for a parking lot and playground progress, the Property Development
Task Force and Capital Campaign Committee are working to provide answers
to your questions as those answers become available. Forums will be held after
both worship services on July 10, in the sanctuary. At that time we hope to
have some financial figures and goals to share; those are not yet complete
enough to provide, but we are pleased to report that contributions to this
project have been coming in since the property was acquired last December.
We hope the Q and A below will help all be well informed, and that you will
please stay for the forums on July 10 for additional information.
Q: Why do we need more parking?
A: From a study done 16 years ago to the present, parking has been noted as a
top priority need for this congregation, especially in the summer months. Even
with two services, strong worship attendance makes finding a space difficult.
Lack of parking inhibits future church growth.
Q: Why do we need a playground?
A: Our half-day preschool, which started as a Mother’s Morning Out, has
grown over the last few years and has become so well-respected that we have a
substantial waiting list. Some parents, including some of our own members,
need full-day programming for their children. In order to consider expanding
to a full-day operation, a playground is one of the requirements by the state.
Even without expansion, our children will greatly benefit from outdoor space
to play in.
Q: Why are we only now addressing the issue?
A: Until the property across from the cemetery became available, we simply
did not have the space to act. With the acquisition of that property, we are able
to consider both improvements.
Q: Can both parking lot and playground be put on the land across the
street.
A: Crossing the street is a safety concern, and state regulations will not allow
us to do that.
Q: Why would we spend so much money to improve our preschool when it
serves non-members almost exclusively?
A: We will have a couple of our own children in the preschool this coming
year, and we expect those dynamics to start changing. But our preschool is not
so much a program of the church as it is a mission/outreach. It is not designed
to serve our own, but to extend our values to others and plant seeds for future
disciples.
(continued on next page)

(continued from page 1)
Q: How many spaces will the new lot have, and will the lot be easy to access and easy to use?
A: Presently our plan includes 45 spaces; it is designed to flow one way, with a separate entry and exit. Spaces are 9
feet wide and 18 feet long, intentionally large to make it safe and simple to park. The slope of the lot will be less than
that of the road, to make it easy to walk and to prevent car doors from forcefully opening or closing due to gravity.
Q: Will we lose spaces on the street? How many spaces do we believe we will net gain once the project is complete?
A: There will be the loss of several spaces on the street, probably 5. When the playground is completed, we expect to
lose another 10 spaces or so in the lower lot. That means we should have a net gain of around 30 spaces, and they
will be larger, safer spaces.
Q: Will this be enough of an increase to meet our needs?
A: It will be a vast improvement; it is all we believe we can do at this point, as the project will be costly. We will
have options to add more parking in the future.
Q: Will our project negatively affect our neighbors, such as the Methodist Church or LMC?
A: We have worked overtime to come up with a plan that will not substantially impact our Methodist neighbors, who
have similar challenges with parking. While a few spaces on the street will be lost, the addition of the 30 spaces in
the lot will free up spaces for our Methodist friends. And we hope to extend to LMC the same courtesy of day student parking during the week on part of our new lot, as we do with the existing lower lot. It is important to us to be
good neighbors in all that we do. We will be in conversation with both groups as we move forward.
Q: So on-street parking will still be allowed?
A: This has been discussed at length, and the best answer we can give is that there are no plans to ban street parking
once our project is completed. As long as there are no accidents or serious complaints, it is unlikely that street parking will change (other than those lost for entry/exit).
Q: Will the lot have lighting, stairs, sidewalks, landscaping?
A: All are required by town ordinances and are part of our plan. Lighting and sidewalk will match those nearby in the
town. There may be a few steps to get from the lot to the sidewalk in one or two places, but the parking lot grade itself is such that one can walk a gentle slope up to the church. Landscaping will be in keeping with our high standards
and town requirements.

June Session Review
Approved:
Inclusion of a preschool playground as part of the property development parameters
Placing the Brown bequest (@$32,000) into the Permanent Funds Ministry
A $2000 donation to the PWNC Building H.O.P.E. Campaign
July 3 as vacation day for Feild.
Coy Franklin to preach/lead worship on July 3.
The Reverend Matt Brown of South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church to preach on August 14 for Consecration Sunday
Two weddings for May 20 and May 27 of 2017
Received into membership:
Grover and Marianne Gore, by transfer from Rumple Memorial Presbyterian in Blowing Rock
Kathy Ward, on Reaffirmation of Faith
Joy Rimel, on Reaffirmation of Faith
Jennifer Braverman, on Reaffirmation of Faith, with daughter Kaelin
Heard and discussed:
Updates from the Property Development Task Force and Capital Campaign Committee
A report from the Church Safety Task Force with specific recommendations; will consider in depth at the July meeting
Reviewed:
A preliminary budget for 2017
Mission budget proposals to alter mission funding for Children’s Hope Alliance and add missionaries Gordon and
HuiCausby to the mission budget

Presbyterian Connection

Q: Will upkeep of parking lot and playground be substantial?
A: While there will be some costs associated with upkeep, we believe that these costs will be low.
Q: Where do we stand with the town in terms of approvals?
A: The town has reviewed our plan and is ready to sign off on it once we have approved some final details.

West Virginia Flooding:
WE ARE THERE

Q: Why have we not taken this final step?
A: We are looking at a few potential cost saving adjustments, some of which town officials have suggested.
Q: What is the projected cost of the project?
A: We are still receiving bids and making adjustments; we should have that information to report at the forums on
July 10.
Q: How will we raise the money needed?
A: Session has approved a capital fund drive to take place during the month of July.
Q: What if we fall short of the goal?
A: Session will have to decide whether to borrow money to move forward – with the approval of the congregation/
corporation – or to put the projects on hold until more money is raised.
Feild

Our hearts, prayers and thoughts go out to the people of West Virginia in the wake of catastrophic flooding and loss of life.
Presbyterian Disaster Assistance has deployed its National Response Team members at the invitation of the Presbytery, and
they are working with Presbyterian communities and other response organizations in the affected area to support emergency
response, assessment, spiritual care, and both short and long term recovery.
Our gifts to One Great Hour of Sharing, taken at Easter, enable immediate response and assistance to many areas of the world
experiencing hardship. Through these ministries we are part of the love of Christ reaching out to those in need.
Anyone wishing to contribute to this work may do so by phone 1-800-872-3283 or by mailing a check to PC(USA), PO Box
64370, Pittsburgh, PA 15264.
Many waters cannot quench love, neither can floods drown it.—Song of Songs 8:7

Opportunities To Learn And Grow
Faith Seekers’ Class
About the Faith Seekers’ Class: Explore various issues, using music, video and conversation.
Food: Coffee and snacks provided (usually)
Money: Receives an offering for good causes and needs
Time: 9:30 AM

July 3: “Islam.” In light of the terrorism and recent shooting, it is timely to be reminded of what
Islamic faith is, and isn’t. Dr. Gerald Olson will lead the discussion.
July 10: What can Christians do about Hate Crimes? - Janet leads
July 17: “The Ethics of Critical Care” Lead by Dr. Gerald Olson
July 24: Where should Christians stand in Medical Ethics? - Janet leads
July 31: Gordon and Hui Causby return to discuss with us their mission and work in China.

Calling All Shepherds!
We need you for our Shepherding program!! If you have never served as a
shepherd for a month, you will find yourself receiving much more than you give.
Couples, two friends, or new friends can serve. You will receive instructions on your
responsibilities for the month. Sign-up sheets are in the hall outside the church office.
For more information, please call Carolyn Jones at 828-733-6902 or Emily Garrett at
828-320-7577. Thank you for your service!

Walking With Shadows
Our attention to those who have family or friends who deal with mental illness has been very
successful. We invite others to join us. Led by our own professional counselor, Rev. Brant Piper,
the group seeks out support, comfort and resources for dealing with very difficult problems of
relationships, healthy steps and well being. (Janet Speer contact; speerj@lmc.edu) The group
meets on the second Monday of each month at 7 PM in the Margaret Tate Parlor on the second
floor near the elevator. Our next meeting will be July 11th.

Prayer Shawl Ministry
The prayer shawl ministry is alive and well. Currently we have about 16 people actively involved and have
delivered about 150 shawls since we began. We plan to continue meeting on the first and third
Tuesday at 3:00 in the Margaret Tate Parlor located on the second floor. Please feel free to join us in this
wonderful ministry to those who need the comfort of our Lord through the comfort of a shawl or lap robe.
We welcome new folks with joy. If someone would like to contribute to this ministry in other ways we
would appreciate gifts of yarn or donations for expenses to create these gifts of love and comfort. For more
information call Cathy Richmond at 898-9019.

Kirkin’ O the Tartans

Meet the BEPC Kids

Art in the Sanctuary
July Art in the Sanctuary

This month we present two best friends, Kaelin Braverman and
Eriana Fidler. Both recently completed the third grade in their
respective schools. Kaelin attends Pine Crest School in Ft.
Lauderdale, FL. Eriana attends Banner Elk Elementary School.
In addition to their church involvement as acolytes and Sunday
School attendees, they both will be appearing in Lees-McRae
Summer Theater’s production of “Mary Poppins”. They have
looked forward to doing this all year and are thrilled to work together on the same stage.
Kaelin is the daughter of Dr. Stanley and Mrs. Jennifer
Braverman, and the granddaughter of Joy Rimel.
Her extra-curricular pursuits include swimming, golf,
gymnastics, piano and choir. Kaelin enjoys her summers in the mountains and often attends camps at Grandfather Golf
and Country Club and a gymnastics Camp in Asheville.
Eriana Fidler is the daughter of Eric Fidler and Geana Anderson, and the granddaughter of George and Luana Anderson.
She enjoys swimming and going to the YMCA with her mother, camping, writing plays and stories. She received an
award for the Most Musical in her class this year. She enjoys reading and math.

Community Events
The Book Exchange Hosts Meet the Authors
On July 9, at 2:30, the Book Exchange at the Historic Banner
Elk School will host Marcee Corn and Susan McCulloch, sister
authors of Unclaimed Baggage, a memoir of their mother’s journey with Alzheimer’s disease. It is
told in a touching, truthful and poignant way, focusing on their strong Christian faith and family
love. Please plan to join us in talking with Marcee (a year-round resident of Banner Elk who moved
here from Birmingham, AL two years ago) and Susan, who lives in Florida. Invite friends to come…
it’s always wonderful to speak with the author of a well received book, especially one on such a
timely topic. For more information, please call Donna Dicks at 898-6667.

Community Yard Sale to Benefit the Old Historic Banner Elk School



Saturday July 30, 2016 8:00am to 1:00pm in front of the Historic School
Contact Kathy Ward at kathyward610@gmail.com

This is a community service project to help raise awareness and funds to apply to a $25,000
matching grant to pay toward the annual debt payment to Avery County. It is an all or
nothing grant. Donation for the full $25,000 match must be raised in order to receive the money. Money will be raised in
part by renting space for $20 per space to groups and people who sell their items. This is sponsored by Rotary Club of
Avery County.

Each November a group from our church goes to Guatemala to celebrate the end of the
school year with our scholarship children and their families. The children write letters
of thanks and many of them make cards, drawings, paint pictures and do
handwork to send back to our congregation. These works of art are made with simple
materials that they can find in their homes. It is an expression of their love and
appreciation for our help so that they can attend school. We also give thanks to God for
this wonderful opportunity to be in Mission with our Brothers and Sisters, the
children of Arca de Noé and the community of Morelia, Guatemala. Thanks be to God.
Proverbs 22:6 “Start the children off on the way they should go, and even when they are old they will not turn from it.”

Comfort Makers
July Dedication - Beth Johnston
The Comfort Maker dedication for the month of July goes to Beth Johnston. Beth is an
accomplished artist and taught art in a Juvenile Detention Center in SC for 30 years. She has an
amazing eye for color and the Comfort Makers rely on her to choose fabrics for our comforts. Beth
designed and drew the pattern for the quilted stain glass that hangs in the narthex. She is also involved in the annual Kirkin' O' the Tartan and other church activities

Property Development

Park and Play Forums: Informational forums, with an opportunity to ask questions and voice concerns, will be held after
each worship service NEXT Sunday, July 10, in the sanctuary. Some useful information can be found in the July newsletter,
which can be found by visiting our web site, www.bannerelkpresbyterian.org. We hope you will plan to stay a little longer
next
Sunday for this important gathering.

Church Happenings

BEPC Preschool

JULIETS

July Birthdays
2
2
3
4
4
5
7
7
8
9
9
9
9
9
10
12
13
14
15
15
20
22
22
22
22
23
24
24
25
25
26

Jane Richardson
Diane Earwood
Sylvia Hahn
Ben Garris
Will Garris
Coy Franklin
Claire Fortune
Ellen Stapleton
Paula Fryar Garris
Ralph Brown
Corben Brewer
Will Hagna
Lindy Linenberger
Alice Durham
Ford Matney
Ed Donnell
Anne Shinn
Judy Ward
Bob Anderson
Jim Swinkola
Hogan Carringer
Betsy Hill
Bonnie MacQueen
Morgan Matney
Judy Roeling
Jane Boyer
Roma Angel
Mary Ann Davis
Vivien Howard
Hampton Owen
Eriana Fidler

Fourteen JULIETS enjoyed the delicious food and exceptional
service at the Linville Golf Club on June 8. We will plan a
return trip there before the summer ends. Next month on
Wednesday, July 13 our lunch destination will be the Tartan
Restaurant.. Hope to see you all there at 12:30pm. There is a
sign-up sheet in the church office or you may call
Marge Bailey (387-4628).

Many Thanks and Farewell to Shane Parker
BEPC preschool will end summer camp the last week in July. We will officially say good-bye to Shane Parker. Shane has
been a terrific role model for all our students and a great leader for our preschool. We wish him all the best as he moves on to
new adventures in his life. Shane, you will be missed.

Singles Dinner Group
This Singles Group will meet on Tuesday, July 12th at
6:30 PM at Bella’s Restaurant in Banner Elk. All singles
are welcome and encouraged to join us for food, fellowship
and fun! Please RSVP to Kathy Ward at 305-393-3917 or
kathyward610@gmail.com so we can reserve one of the
large tables in the back room.

Scottish Fellowship Luncheon
We will continue the celebration of our Scots heritage on
Sunday, July 24th. Immediately following the 11am
worship service, please join us in the King Fellowship
Hall for a Scottish themed luncheon. Mae Weed, our
team leader, will be sharing some recipes,
but feel free to bring your own family
favorites to share at this gathering of our
church family. If you don’t have a Scottish recipe, there are a
variety of recipes available in the church office. Please stop by the
church office and pick up a copy.

New Church Directories on the Way!
It is hoped that new church directories will be printed and distributed to the congregation by the end of July.
Take a look at your current listing and let Rob Clemmer know of any changes you need to make in your
address, phone numbers or other contact information. Please include cell phone numbers, if possible.
Thank you so much!! Please send new or corrected information to rob@bannerelkpresbyterian.org
or call the church office at 898-5406.

Thank You
To BEPC Family,
Thank you for all the comfort and kindness shown to Margaret Tate and her Family during the years
of her gentle decline. Thank you to all the Comfort Makers who provided transportation,
encouraged, and facilitated her being able to “be productive” as her health and energy limited her
activities. Thank you to all the Prayer Shawl Knitters who laughed and talked with her when she
could attend the Parlor group, and to the Knitters of the Spring who came to knit with her at her
home. Thank you to the visitors who always shared a smile as they assisted in her escape from the
mundaneness of “the closed in days.” We are thankful for the food that sustained us through busy
days of caregiving, and the generous quantity of food that arrived when all the family arrived to
celebrate her life. We appreciate the cards and phone calls from friends who stayed in touch with
meaningful words of comfort. We are so thankful for our Pastor Feild Russell, for amazing music
from the Choir, for the church members on committees, and all the people who attended the Service of Worship as we
celebrated the life while proclaiming the faith of Margaret Tate. The Tate Family is grateful for and rejoices in
our BEPC Family.
From the Tate Family

30
7:30am Men’s Prayer
Breakfast at
Banner Elk Café

Parents have planned the following summer events for youth of the congregation. Please contact the listed
parent leader for details and to let them know if your youth will be participating. Youth friends and visiting
family youth are also invited to attend by letting the leaders know. Any of our pastors may also be contacted
for additional information.
July 10 - Biking on the Virginia Creeper Trail - Nancy Owen and Martha Laura Miller
July 15 – Camping - Jeff Davis
July 27 - Ropes Course at Tweetsie - Lise Haizlip
August 21 - End of Summer Picnic: Slippy Slide Ball and Zip Line - Martha Garris
TBA - Tubing the New River, Nancy Owen and Martha Garris (maybe early to mid-August)

P.O.P Bible Study
P. O. P. (Parents Of Preschoolers)
Parents and their friends with children under 5 will be meeting Sunday, July 17, and August 28 from
5:30-7:30pm . The parents will meet in the fellowship hall with Ed Donnell and Cathy Richmond for
a meal, conversation and Bible Study. Preschool (under 5 years old) child care will be provided by Jen
Roark, our Sunday morning care giver in the nursery. All POP are invited but need to let Ed or Cathy
know if they’ll attend for purposes of meal and child care planning.

Member News
New Members Received June 26, 2016
Look for profiles of these new members in the August newsletter.

31
8:30am Worship
9:30am SS Classes
11 am Worship

27
28
29
9am BEPC Preschl
9:am Preschool Camp Office Closed
10am Comfort Makers 11:15 am ROMEO’s
4:30pm Handbells
Men’s Lunch Group
7:15pm Choir
26
9am Preschool Camp
25
9am Preschool Camp
24
8:30am Worship
9:30am SS Classes
11 am Worship
5:30pm POP

23
7:30am Men’s Prayer
Breakfast at
Banner Elk Café
20
21
22
9 am BEPC Preschl
9:am Preschool Camp Office Closed
10am Comfort Makers 11:15 am ROMEO’s
4:30pm Handbells
Men’s Lunch Group
7:15pm Choir
19
9am Preschool Camp
18
9am Preschool Camp
17
8:30am Worship
9:30am SS Classes
11 am Worship
12N Fellowship Lunch

16
7:30am Men’s Prayer
Breakfast at
Banner Elk Café
13
14
15
9 am BEPC Preschl
9:am Preschool Camp Office Closed
10am Comfort Makers 11:15 am ROMEO’s
12:30pm JULIETS
Men’s Lunch Group
4:30pm Handbells
7:15pm Choir
12
9am Preschool Camp
6:30pm Singles Dinner
11
9am Preschool Camp
10
8:30am Worship
Q & A Forum
9:30am SS Classes
11 am Worship
Q & A Forum

9
7:30am Men’s Prayer
Breakfast at
Banner Elk Café
8
Office Closed
6
7
10am Comfort Makers 11:15 am ROMEO’s
4:30pm Handbells
Men’s Lunch Group
7:15pm Choir
5
4
Holiday
OFFICE CLOSED

2
7:30am Men’s Prayer
Breakfast at
Banner Elk Café
1
Office Closed

3
COMMUNION
8:30am Worship
9:30am SS Classes
11 am Worship

Wed
Tue
Mon
Sun

July 2016

Thu

Fri

Sat

Youth Summer Events

Jennifer Braverman and Kaelin Braverman
Grover and Marianne Gore
Joy Rimel
Kathy Ward

Please take time to send cards to Marietta and
Carol. Marietta broke her ankle and is recovering at a rehab facility. Carol had major back
surgery and is recovering in a rehab center.
Marietta Bridenthal
Twin Lakes Community
Coble Health Care Center
Wade Coble Drive
Burlington, NC 27215
Ms. Carol Tuggle
Sticht Center - Room 362
Wake Forest Baptist Health
Medical Center Boulevard
Winston-Salem, NC 27157

