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PHONE: (828) 898-5406
WEB PAGE: www.bannerelkpresbyterian.org

FAX: (828) 898-7615
EMAIL: office@bannerelkpresbyterian.org

Office Hours: Monday - Thursday 8:30 am - 2:30 pm

CHURCH LEADERSHIP & STAFF
Moderator: Rev. Feild Russell
Clerk of Session: Susan Carter
Class 2018
Sara Brewer - Membership/Outreach
Jimmy Ennis - Building Grounds
Emily Garrett - Congregational Care
Ann Swinkola Class 2019
Bill Ferguson - Stewardship & Finance
Murry Haber - Personnel
Travis Henley - Educational Leadership
Nancy Owen - Membership/Outreach

For the Newsletter to be received by the first day of each month, Session has set the deadline
for all submissions to be on or before the 15th of each month. We extend a sincere welcome
to everyone to join us for worship and any events you see listed in the newsletter.

Class of 2020
Steve Hill
Carol Larson
Debi Tornow
Mae Weed
Clerk of the Works: Larry Zimmer
Permanent Funds Ministry: Jim Swinkola
Treasurer: Dr. Ronald L. McGowan
Asst Treasurers: Allen Clark, Rob Clemmer,
Jean Eells, Bruce Pendergast, Dorothy Pullease

Church Staff
Rev. Feild Russell, Pastor
Mobile: 757-846-1105
Email: pastor@bannerelkpresbyterian.org
Rev. Leslie Piper, Parish Associate
belibrarylady@gmail.com
Rev. Dr. Ed Donnell, Parish Associate
edd@aggienetwork.com
Rob Clemmer, Office Administrator
rob@bannerelkpresbyterian.org
Director of Music: Diane Rydell
diane_bepc@outlook.com
Admin. Assistant: Dedy Traver
dedy@bannerelkpresbyterian.org
Housekeeping: Margaret Trivette
BEPC Preschool: A.C. Marriott, Director
acmarriott@bannerelkpresbyterian.org
Mary Whiteacre, Summer Youth Leader
Office Telephone: 828-898-5406

SUNDAY WORSHIP SERIVCES
9:30 am Adult Sunday School
10 am Middle/High School SS Class
10:00 am Preschool Sunday School
11:00 am Worship - traditional

From the Pastor….
The month of January marks a season of the Christian year called Epiphany, when
we focus on stories that give insight into Jesus’ true identity. The baptism of Jesus
by John is a story connected to this season, as is his first miracle at Cana, or the
casting out of demons; events that show that Jesus is not your typical person.
The visit of the Magi, or wise men, is key to Epiphany, as it serves as an early
indicator of the divinity of Jesus. While scripture suggests the Magi came sometime after the birth, not the same night, many agree that the tradition of Christmas
gift giving stems largely from the wise men’s gifts to Jesus of gold, frankincense,
and myrrh.
Christmas gift giving is a wonderful thing to witness, but I have the privilege of
watching Christians express their faith year round through the giving of gifts. We
don’t stop in December; our devotion to the Christ child is lived out daily and
weekly and monthly through justice, compassion, peacemaking…and love.
Beyond the usual ways of supporting God’s work through this church, some have
gone above and beyond and even gotten creative. Some examples:
One member set up a fund in his as a memorial to his wife that will release a certain amount of money each year into the Pastor’s Discretionary Fund (Rob Clemmer ably administers most of this). This will ensure that more people can have
basic human needs met in Avery County.
Friends of the congregation, hearing about a local girl whose need for a vehicle
was met through generosity organized through BEPC, decided to go further and
provide educational opportunity to the girl for several years. Another couple has
made it possible for this congregation to ramp up our youth and children’s programs through a generous gift.
But it’s not all financial. There are those who step forward to provide leadership,
either through the Session or in more specific ways. Many elders, upon rotating
off the Session, remain in crucial roles to help keep our ministries running
smoothly. There are numerous office volunteers to assist with weekly tasks, “fixanything” persons who continue to improve our facility, and a myriad of musicians who make our worship excellent.
In these ways and too many more to write about here, BEPC disciples of Christ
are contributing to regular epiphanies, as we share who Christ is for us, and for
all, through our giving. With each gift, we express our faithfulness and offer a
glimpse of the divine to all who might be looking.

Opportunities To Learn And Grow
Faith Seekers’ Class - 9:30am Room 215
About the Faith Seekers’ Class: Explore various issues, using music, video and conversation.
Food: Coffee and snacks provided (usually)
Money: Receives an offering for good causes and needs

In January we will study the scripture preached on that Sunday, using unique approaches to
Workshops for Preschool Parents
For all adults who worship with preschool children, a special series of workshops will be offered
this January and February. Three sessions for parents/adults only will be Sunday evenings:
January 7 and 21 and February 4, 5:30-7:30 pm. For parents and preschool children together sessions will be Sunday mornings, 9:30-10:45 am, January 21-February 18, in the upstairs preschool
class room. While these are geared to parents and their preschool children, any adult and older siblings who worship with
preschool children are encouraged to attend.
Our focus will be on practicing the actions of worship that adults can teach preschool children to help them experience worship. There will also be introductions to the Sacraments to help preschool children whose parents feel they might begin to
participate in the communion sacrament.
Adult sessions will be in the place of the Jan. and Feb. PoP meetings but will still include a meal, child care and discussions
on worship with young children. All, especially parents, are invited but participants are asked to let Ed Donnell or Cathy
Richmond know they will attend (edd@aggienetwork.com). You may also address questions to Ed or Cathy.
Participants who can bring a card table for their use are asked to do so. All dates are weather contingent. February 25 will be

December Session Review
WERE BLESSED by the faith stories given by Elders-elect as part of their examinations
SUSTAINED examinations of Elders-elect and set January 7 for Ordination/Installation
APPROVED a balanced 2018 church budget of $440,000
ADJUSTED church credit card limit and added Preschool Director as approved user.
RECEIVED Charles and Sharilynn Dolab into the membership of BEPC from Hilton Head
Presbyterian Church
DESIGNATED New Opportunities School for Women to receive the special offering from
Christmas Eve (evening) service
FACILITATED arrangements for the “Special Night” event put on as a “Prom” for special needs
adults, to be held in April at Holston Camp.
REMINDED committee chairpersons to submit brief annual reports for inclusion in our 2017
The Christmas Eve Reading
This reading was presented by Kaelin Braverman, daughter of Jennifer Braverman, granddaughter of Joy Rimel.
“We kids love Christmas. But we must admit it’s tough sometimes to think about the night Jesus was born and placed in a manger. We have gifts to open, food to eat and places to go! We have aunts and uncles and cousins who surround us with lots of
noise and fun and even the occasional heated conversation! We’re out of school and our days have a
new freedom we haven’t experienced for months. So, sometimes it’s difficult to remember the Christ
child. The Christ child. Baby Jesus.
God could have just introduced Jesus to the world as an adult. Jesus could have shown up one day in
Jerusalem, fully grown, fully divine. But God didn’t do it that way. He sent Jesus into the world as a
little baby. He sent a child who had to learn the ways of the world. As children, we get that. We get
that there are so many things to learn when you’re a child and one of those is to silence all the Christ-

Around the Church

Calling Middle and High Schoolers!
Our Sunday School class for middle and high school students will resume January 7th. Join us as we
become reacquainted with "Our Biblical Ancestors”. Each week we become better acquainted
with more of the people (some very unlikely), whom God used to accomplish His purpose. The class
includes videos, scripture reading, and discussions that compare our ancestors’ dilemmas with tough
situations we face today. Sparkhouse’s “Reform Old Testament Ancestors” will guide us through
our study. We meet at 10am in Room 206.

Confirmation for Middle High Youth
A Confirmation Class for Middle High age youth will begin in February, with an informational parents’ meeting held on Sunday, January 21 at 4:00 p.m. at the church. The
purpose of this class, which will be held on Sundays during the Sunday School hour, is to
prepare youth for membership in the church. If you have interest in this opportunity for
your teenager, please speak with Feild Russell, Ed Donnell, or Leslie Piper.
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ALERT ! WINTER WEATHER ADVISORY
In the event that weather conditions prevent us from conducting our Sunday morning service of
worship, we will do our best to pass this information on to you. As soon as a decision is made, we
will update our web page (www.bannerelkpresbyterian.org), send out an e-mail, change the message on
the church answering machine and possibly begin a phone tree. Please know that it is never our desire
to cancel a service of worship, but there are times that conditions - such as ice or power loss - warrant
that we take this step to help insure the safety of our members. Please note, too, that if power is lost it could compromise our
ability to follow through with the above plan. In that event, consider calling Pastor Feild Russell at 757-846-1105 for
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Feild talks with the children at
the 11am service Dec. 24th

Shepherds Needed for 2018!
Banner Elk Presbyteryian Church Preschool
The month of December brought a lot of excitement for our preschool children. For the first time, we were so excited to participate as a preschool in the Banner Elk Parade of Lights. The children loved sitting on the float spreading holiday cheer to our
community. We had a beautiful float and a great driver, thanks to Jimmy Ennis. He did an amazing job decorating and organizing our float. We hope to make this a yearly tradition; it was great!

Once again, it’s time to sign up for the Shepherding Program. We had an outstanding response last year and know we can count on you in 2018!! The signup sheet is on the shelf
in the hallway outside the church office. Any questions can be relayed to Debi Tornow at
828-387-4914 or Emily Garrett. At 828-320-7577 .

Thank you to everyone who came to support our preschool singing during the Sunday worship service on December 3rd. The
children did a wonderful job singing two verses and standing proudly representing our preschool. We had 16 children participating and we were happy so many families were able to stay for the entire service. We enjoy these special times being able to give
back to our supportive church.
I am happy to let you know that ALL our children have been on their best behavior and Santa Claus was able to make a quick
stop at our preschool. Each child was able to see Santa, tell him what they wished for Christmas and everyone received a special
book to take home for the holidays.
We also had a special story time with Tim Lowry. Mr. Lowry took time too see our preschool on a Monday morning in the sanctuary. The children loved and laughed at all his interesting stories and jokes. This truly was a special treat as he kept us intrigued
with silly faces and funny noises. Thank you, Cathy Richmond, for scheduling this event that we will remember for a long time!
As we look forward to next semester, we are keeping up with story readers coming two times a month to read to our preschool
children. We have a group of wonderful ladies who come and read to us, but we are always looking for new readers or substitutes. Story time is always on a Tuesday at 11:30am for about 15 minutes. You can read us your favorite books, or the teachers
are happy to help you find a book suitable for their class. Each class consists of 8-10 children. The tentative schedule for reading
in the Spring 2018 is: January 16th and 30th, February 13th and 27th, March 13th and 27th, April 10th and 24th, May 8th and 22nd.
Don’t hesitate to let me know if you are interested in reading on any of these dates, or have any questions. The children treasure
these story times!
The preschool is currently on winter break but will resume to regular schedule on Wednesday January 3rd, 2018. We hope everyone is having a wonderful holiday. Happy New Year from all of our preschool children and staff.
-

AC Marriott, Director

Comfort Makers
January Dediciation - Steve & Donna Bender
Our January comforter is dedicated to Steve and Donna
Bender. What would Banner Elk Presbyterian do without the Benders?! Donna has been in the Prayer Shawl
ministry, in many Bible studies (going back to Cathy
Kennedy, participated in the Shepherds’ program, led
Punch on the Lawn, and served on Congregational Care
Committee.. Wherever she is needed, Donna is there,
including making banana bread!
Steve came to Banner Elk Pres as an elder. He has worked with Feeding Avery Families, the
Presbyterian Hunger Committee, and at one time served Presbyterian missions in Brazil. Today he works with Avery County Habitat, does taxes for senior citizens, serves on the Christian Education Committee and for years has been a fine Sunday School teacher for adult
classes. Thanks Steve and Donna!
After the dedication, the comforter is taken to a family at Habitat for Humanity, RAM or another deserving recipient.

Tim Lowry, nationally known and award-winning story teller, once again brought us an inspiring Christmas message. His
presentation this year allowed us to laugh and wax sentimental on the idioms of the South. An enthusiastic crowd enjoyed
Tim’s program...most especially Feild's accompanying sound effects for all the critters in a new version of The Twelve Days
of Christmas! In addition, Tim did a special presentation for our Pre-School kids. Mr. Lowry was brought to the church via
the Worship Arts Ministry Team and Session
as a gift to the
community.
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JULIETS

Tue

Sat

Church Happenings

1 John Brabson
1 Nitzy Waters
4 Lise Haizlip
4 Angela Todd
5 Beth Johnston
5 Bill Richardson
6 Paige Garris
8 Duane Addison
8 Lyndsay Ennis
9 Janet Speer
10 Marlyn Vergara
10 Ron Mason
10 Steve Samples
11 Erika Deal
15 Sara Brewer
17 Lindsey Henley
17 Sherry McManus
17 Martha Williams
19 Jeremiah West
19 Mary Whiteacre
20 Billie Garrett
21 Martha Garris
21 Lee Harris
23 Helen Castleman
24 Virginia Miller
25 Amanda Carringer
27 Tom Haizlip
27 Dorothy Pullease
28 Chuck Dickinson
28 Will Garrett
29 Eugene Norris
30 Sharilynn Dolab

Over Yonder restaurant in Valley Crucis hosted the Juliet's Christmas
luncheon with seventeen ladies enjoying wonderful food and fellowship. On Wednesday January 10 we will meet at Bella's Breakfast in Banner Elk across from Highlands Bank at 12:30pm. Hope to see you all
there.

Greeting Cards Available
A reminder from the Worship Arts Ministry:
note cards are available! Each card has a beautiful
piece of artistry on the front, with information on
the artist and the church, and a scripture verse on
the back. The inside is blank for your to write your
own personal notes. These are on sale for $10 for
a package of 10. You may also purchase individual
cards at $1.00 per card. This is only to recoup expenses for the publication. The cards are

Skyline Telephone Directory Recycling
From January 1 through March 31, Skyline Telephone Cooperative will conduct its annual directory recycling program to
help eliminate landfill overload and to raise funds for local
schools. Please bring your old Skyline directories to the church
office and they will be given to Banner Elk Elementary School,
which earns 25 cents per directory to be used to purchase library materials. A collection box will be place in the reception area for your convenience.

Avery Project Christmas Thank You
Thanks to everyone who supported this year's Christmas Store
through Reaching Avery Ministry. Because of your generosity
and that of others in the community, over 400 children received
gifts that their parents or guardians were able to select for each
child. This is a wonderful outreach program and we are grateful
for your help.

Rev. Field Russell will be out of town
out of town from January 8-16 For
Emergency pastoral concerns contact
Ed Donnell at 336-504-0276 or Leslie

The Church Office will be closed Monday
Jnauary 1st for the New Year holiday.

Monthly Financial Records December 2017
12/4/2017

6,636.00

12/5/2017
12/11/2017
12/18/2017
12/19/2017
12/20/2017
12/25/2017
12/26/2017
Total:

2,330.00
3,014.00
6,323.00
95.00
600.00
4,689.25
665.00
24,352.25

