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FAX: (828) 898-7615
EMAIL: office@bannerelkpresbyterian.org

Office Hours: Monday - Thursday 8:30 am - 2:00 pm

CHURCH LEADERSHIP & STAFF
Moderator: Rev. Feild Russell
Clerk of Session: Susan Carter
Class 2016
Don Hilsmier - Membership/Outreach
Carolyn Jones - Congregational Care
Rick Owen - Personnel
Dorothy Pullease - Stewardship/Finance
Class 2017
Tony Fortune - Missions
Cathy Richmond - Preschool
McNair Tornow - Worship
Carolyn West - Fellowship & Nurture

For the Newsletter to be received by the first day of each month, Session has set the deadline
for all submissions to be on or before the 15th of each month (via e-mail or diskette only).
We extend a sincere welcome to everyone to join us for worship and any events you see listed in the newsletter.

Class 2018
Sara Brewer - Membership/Outreach
Jimmy Ennis - Building Grounds
Emily Garrett - Congregational Care
Denise Powell - Educational Leadership
Clerk of the Works - Larry Zimmer
Permanent Funds Ministry - Jim Swinkola
Treasurer: Dr. Ronald L. McGowan
Asst Treasurers: Allen Clark, Rob Clemmer,
Jean Eells, Bruce Pendergast, Dorothy Pullease

Church Staff
Rev. Feild Russell, Pastor
Mobile: 757-846-1105
Email: pastor@bannerelkpresbyterian.org
Rev. Leslie Piper, Parish Associate
belibrarylady@gmail.com
Rev. Dr. Ed Donnell, Parish Associate
edd@aggienetwork.com
Rob Clemmer, Office Administrator
rob@bannerelkpresbyterian.org
Director of Music: Diane Rydell
diane_bepc@outlook.com
Admin. Assistant: Dedy Traver
dedy@bannerelkpresbyterian.org
Housekeeping: Margaret Trivette
BEPC Preschool: A.C. Marriott, Director
acmarriott@bannerelkpresbyterian.org
Office Telephone: 828-898-5406

SUNDAY WORSHIP SERIVCES
9:30 am Sunday School
11:00 am Worship - traditional

From the Pastor...
As we start another year, I reflect on the wild and wonderful 2016 at BEPC.
One thing – well, many things – remain the same: the members and friends
of this congregation are remarkably generous and faithful. This impacts me
on many levels. It blesses me when you show care for me in the form of a
Christmas gift. Thank you for the extraordinary outpouring of your love
again this year. It is never necessary, nor is it expected; but it is, again, much
appreciated.
Your faithfulness and generosity bless me in that it makes budgeting and
church operations far less stressful than what I hear from many colleagues.
As most of us are aware, recent years and a changing culture have been hard
on local churches, and more than a few are struggling to provide ministry to
their communities or even keep the doors open. BEPC remains a vibrant
community of faith, largely because you believe in it and support it. Your
discipleship shows!
As a result of your stewardship, we have not only funded all requests from
church committees, we have increased our mission giving. The devastating
fire in Gatlinburg is part of our relief giving. We are also attempting to
assist our partner church in Guatemala, Arca de Noé, to expand their parttime pastor to full time, a cutting edge initiative that we believe can bear
fruit.
And you keep surprising me. In the midst of a very busy year, with lots of
expensive projects and special appeals for “extra” giving, we had an
additional building issue crop up. One of our sanctuary windows requires
some extensive repairs, something that is expected in old stained-glass
windows.
The Session, not wanting to ask for yet another special offering, determined
that we could stretch some and cover $20,000 of the $30,000 cost of the
repair. We have a special fund to pull from for emergency repairs, and have
been prudent in our spending. The remaining $10,000, we decided, would be
found over the first few months of 2017, with repairs being done in the
Spring. Session believes we will find a way to absorb this extra cost through
some belt-tightening and creativity.
(Continued on next page)

(Continued from Page 1)
That position is one that recognizes that God has abundantly blessed this congregation. Between the time of that decision and
this writing, and with only a handful of people even aware of the window need, one family has come forward to say they want
the opportunity to help with that project. Already a check has been received, and the donor asked that others be made aware of
the window situation, believing that others may also “want” to be a part of the repair.
What a strange, unpredictable, wonderful, committed, and generous group you are! I continue to say, with thanksgiving, that it is
such a joy to be your pastor.
- Feild

Opportunities To Learn And Grow
Faith Seekers’ Class
About the Faith Seekers’ Class: Explore various issues, using music, video and conversation.
Food: Coffee and snacks provided (usually)
Money: Receives an offering for good causes and needs
Time: 9:30 AM

Comfort Makers
January Dedication- George & Luana Anderson
Our comforter this month is dedicated to Luana and George
Anderson. Both have been very active in church activities.
Luana and George co-chaired the Congregational Care
Committee, and Luana served on the Nominating
Committee. She also has been on the “kitchen task force,”
overseen the friendship and membership registries, and
scheduled and hired nursery staff. And like Luana says,
George “has pretty much done everything at BEPC!” These
are two special people who have been through a difficult
time as George has been ill for some time. We want them to
know how much we love them and appreciate all they have
done for our church. They are an extraordinary couple.

BEPC Preschool

.

January 1 – Resolutions and finding the strength to fulfill them.
January 8- Is faith present in popular music? Starting with Leonard Cohen’s “Hallelujah”
(Article from the Word)
January 15 – Bono and Eugene Peterson team up on Documentary on Praying the Psalms.
(Article from The Wired Word)
January 22 – Study to be announced with special guest Rev. Leslie Piper
January 29 – Continuation of study with Leslie Piper

It is the end of December; another month has passed by and my first semester as director is over. I am beyond blessed for the opportunity
I have been given to lead our preschool, to be a good role model for my staff, and to inspire and teach our children. During the month of
December, we have discussed different holiday celebrations around the world. We understand how lucky we are to have our families and
a supportive community around us. Thank you to everyone who got the preschool a gift from the "Giving Tree" - we are excited to start
off 2017 with some new toys and supplies in the classrooms. Since we have such nice children at our preschool, Santa Claus took the
time to stop by; each child had an opportunity to meet Santa who provided everyone with a book to bring home for Christmas. Time has
flown by and I am thrilled thinking about what 2017 has in store for us. First day back for BEPC Preschool is Wednesday January 4th!
Happy New Year!
- A.C. Marriott, Preschool Director

BEPC Helps
The Mission Committee wants you to know that $2,000 is being sent to assist our Tennessee neighbors
affected by the recent devastating wildfires. This contribution is made through our denomination’s
Presbyterian Disaster Assistance program which works on our behalf to help with needs throughout the
world. PDA immediately sent its response team to Sevier County to work with Presbyterian churches in the
Great Smokey Mountains area in evaluating ways to meet needs. PDA traditionally is known to provide
help “for the long-haul” and will continue assisting into the future.
We are thankful that through our PDA, We Are There.

Support Group
Walking with Shadows
Our attention to those who have family or friends who deal with mental illness has been very successful. We
invite others to join us. Led by our own professional counselor, Rev. Brant Piper, the group seeks out
support, comfort and resources for dealing with very difficult problems of relationships, healthy steps and
well being. For more information please contact Janet Speer at speerj@lmc.edu. The group meets on the
second Monday of each month at 7 PM in the Margaret Tate Parlor on the second floor near the elevator.
Our next meeting will be January 9th.

Note Cards
The Worship Arts Ministry is offering a new set of greeting cards. Each card has a beautiful piece of
artistry on the front, with information on the artist and the church, and a scripture verse on the back.
These will be on sale for $10 for a package of 10. This is only to recoup expenses for the publication.
The cards are now available in the church office.

Time for a Change

Park & Play Project Update

This past year (2016) you, the congregation of BEPC, made it possible to purchase approximately
$3,000 worth of diapers and formula for RAM to distribute to those in need.
Thanks to good weather and a very energetic contractor (Gilliam Construction), progress on the new parking lot is well ahead
of schedule. All of the fill has been delivered and compacted, the new hillside has been matted and hydroseeded, curbs and
gutters have been installed, the gravel base is in place, and footers for the lights are ready. The primary remaining tasks are
installation of the sidewalk and streetlights, paving and marking of the lot, and landscaping. If all goes well, the lot will be
ready for use in early Spring. You can see photos and videos of the progress at http://bannerelkpresbyterian.org/new-parkinglot-construction/.

If you had not given specifically to the “It’s Time for a Change” program, we would not have
been able to provide as much as we did. Through Missions, $1,500 is budgeted but as you can
see, this does not meet the need. If we do not provide formula and diapers to babies in need, then
their diapers will not be changed as often as needed and the formula will be watered down. Unless you have purchased
either of these items recently, you would have difficulty believing how expensive they are. Due to this great expense, it is
understandable why these parents have to resort to unsafe methods. Again, we ask if you have a special place in your heart
for these babies, who through no fault of their own are in this situation, please consider a special donation to “It’s Time for a
Change”. Please indicate this on your check to BEPC and may God bless your kindness.
- Carolyn Jones

The Daniel Plan - Fall Restart
We continue to meet as a group to learn about new healthy eating habits that result in stronger bodies.
Weight loss is part of the goal, but beyond that, the group discusses how to add to exercise, tricks for eating healthy and generally preparing our bodies to better serve God. Meetings are at 3:30 pm on Wednesdays in the Margaret Tate Parlor and all are welcome. If you would like to join us, email Janet Speer at
speerj@lmc.edu.

From the Office
For the Month of
November, 2016
Receipts
$26,728
Expenditures
$38,219
Balance
($11,491)

Food for Thought
Looking Toward Jerusalem
The shepherds have left;
they’ve returned to hillside
and to sheep.
The magi, too, have gone,
having been warned in a dream.
as was Joseph,
who packed up his family and fled.
If I stay in Bethlehem,
I stay alone.
God has gone on
Toward Jerusalem.
From “Kneeling in Jerusalem”
by Ann Weems

The office will be closed Monday January
2nd for the New Year’s holiday.

Help Needed!
What Goes Up, Must Come Down!
Un-decorating is not near as much fun as decorating,
but it has to be done. If you can, come and help us
take down the decorations in the sanctuary on
January 2 at 10:00 am. Thanks in advance for your
willingness to help.

The RAM Christmas Store provided gifts for
400 children. Thanks to all who contributed
to this!

Year-To-Date
$350,665
$320,977
$ 29,688

For the Month of December
December 06: $ 3,965
December 11: $ 10,249
December 18: $ 11,334
December 24: $ 2,030
December 25: $ 5,924
Total General Fund: $31,472
Total New Opportunity School for Women: $2,100
(Christmas Eve Offering)

New Member
Jan Miller
There’s something about ovens and something lovin’ from them…maybe new member Jan
Miller (who notes baking and cooking as specialities!) will share at a church luncheon or
potluck!
Jannette Walker Miller comes to us through reaffirmation of faith, and joins the growing cadre of
members trekking down from Beech Mountain on a Sunday morning. Stitchery is also her
“thing,” with knitting, sewing and some quilting on her list of special favorites. She’s the retired
corporate secretary of the State Employees Credit Union, but has been retired to this area for
some 16 years. A big welcome to this North Carolina gal who originally hails from Salisbury
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Sat

Church Happenings

1 John Brabson
1 Nitzy Waters
4 Lise Haizlip
4 Angela Todd
5 Beth Johnston
5 Bill Richardson
6 Paige Garris
8 Lyndsay Ennis
9 Janet Speer
10 Marlyn Vergara
10 Ron Mason
10 Steve Samples
11 Erika Deal
15 Sara Brewer
17 Lindsey Henley
17 Serry McManus
17 Martha Williams
19 Jeremiah West
20 Billie Garrett
21 Martha Garris
21 Lee Harris
23 Helen Castleman
24 Virginia Miller
24 Serena Smith
25 Amanda Carringer
25 Carrie Moeller
27 Tom Haizlip
27 Dorothy Pullease
28 Lucas Powell
28 Chuck Dickinson
29 Eugene Norris

A group of 24 Juliets ( Just Us Ladies Informally Eating
Together) enjoyed a holiday luncheon at the Over Yonder
Restaurant in Valle Crucis. Our next outing will be at the
Tartan Restaurant in Linville. The date is Wednesday, January
11 at 12:30 PM. There is a sign-up sheet in the office or call
Marge Bailey at 828-387-4628. Happy New Year to all!

Around the Church…

A Blessing
Do not pray for easy lives, but pray to be strong men and women.
Do not pray for tasks equal to your power, but pray for power equal to your task.
Then the doing of your work will be no miracle but you will be the miracle.
And you will be constantly amazed at what you can do and become through Christ who works in you.
To God be all praise today and every day until the Great Day dawns and all the shadows flee away.
This blessing was submitted by Ashley Smith and is attributed to Pastor Barry Carpenter

