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CHURCH LEADERSHIP & STAFF
Moderator: Rev. Feild Russell
Clerk of Session: Susan Carter
Class 2015
Allen Clark - Worship
Donna Dicks - Missions
Don Hilsmier - Membership Outreach
Class 2016
Rick Owen - Personnel
Dorothy Pullease - Stewardship/Finance

For the Newsletter to be received by the first day of each month, Session has set the deadline
for all submissions to be on or before the 15th of each month (via e-mail or diskette only).
We extend a sincere welcome to everyone to join us for worship and any events you see listed in the newsletter.

Class 2017
Tony Fortune - Communications
Cathy Richmond - Congregational Care
Carolyn West - Congregational Care
Permanent Funds Ministry – Jim Swinkola

Treasurer: Dr. Ronald L. McGowan
Asst Treasurers: Allen Clark, Rob Clemmer,
Jean Eells, Bruce Pendergast, Dorothy Pullease

Church Staff
Rev. Feild Russell, Pastor
Mobile: 757-846-1105
Email: pastor@bannerelkpresbyterian.org
Rev. Leslie Piper, Parish Associate
Rev. Dr. Ed Donnell, Parish Associate
edd@aggienetwork.com
Rob Clemmer, Office Administrator
rob@bannerelkpresbyterian.org
Director of Music: Diane Rydell
diane_bepc@outlook.com
Admin. Assistant: Dedy Traver
dedy@bannerelkpresbyterian.org
Housekeeping: Margaret Trivette
BEPC Preschool: Shane Parker, Director
parkerps@email.appstate.edu
Jim Taylor, sixOfive Music Director
Office Telephone: 828-898-5406

SUNDAY WORSHIP SERIVCES
9:30 am Sunday School
11:00 am Worship - traditional
6:05 pm Worship - informal

From the Pastor….
New Year’s resolutions may work for some, but I don’t think I have a very
good track record. Seems like a great way to put off things that should be
started before a new year arrives, or an even better way to generate guilt
when we fail to successfully follow through on them in the new year.
But a devotional from the September “These Days” provided me with a
challenge I think prudent for each of us, every day of the year. It’s entitled
“A BLESSING FOR THE ANNOYING GUY I JUST HAD A VERY MEAN
THOUGHT ABOUT,” by Quinn Caldwell of Syracuse, New York. I commend
it to you as we begin 2016:
OK, God. I didn’t mean that. I take it back. Sorry.
(Even though he did/is/was/just…)
Since I do not know his struggle or his story,
what happened to him when he was twelve,
what phone call he got this morning,
or who I think I am to think what I just thought:
Bless him with a blessing stronger than my curse.
Build him up more than I tore him down.
Delight him twice as much as my thought, if spoken,
would have distressed him.
Surround him with people kinder than I am –
and make me one of them.
Action Step: Next time somebody makes you lay on your horn or
think a mean thought, take a minute to wonder what that person’s life
might be like. Then, if you can do it without looking creepy or losing
control of a vehicle, raise your hands in blessing, and pray the
blessing above.
Years in the ministry have taught me that there is almost always pain and/or
fear behind a person who is behaving badly. Part of the famous prayer of St.
Francis is “grant that I may not so much seek to be understood as to
understand.” Before I honk my horn or roll my eyes or worse, I’m going to
consider what difficulties the person before me may be having, and offer a
prayer rather than a curse.
Perhaps a simple way to improve our lives – AND the lives of many around
us – is to consider the pain, trouble, helplessness, confusion, or other
challenges people have who are somehow irritating us…and pray for them
before we curse them.
That might be a resolution I can keep.
Feild

Travels to Florida

Opportunities To Learn And Grow

Feild Russell to Visit Florida Members!

Faith Seekers’ Class
About the Faith Seekers’ Class: Explore various issues, using music, video and conversation.
Food: Coffee and snacks provided (usually)
Money: Receives an offering for good causes and needs
Time: 9:30 AM
January - beginning of Lent. Bible study of the Book of James. The book of James is full of practical
wisdom for everyday living. Genuine faith will manifest itself in righteous acts that come out of a pure
heart. This study will take a close look at how our faith is worked out in everyday life by understanding the principles
of godly wisdom.

Shepherds’ Program for 2016
It is time for those who are interested and willing to make a commitment to their church family. As a
member of Banner Elk Presbyterian, you have promised to be involved in the ministry of Christ’s church.
Being a shepherd is a wonderful way to help fulfill that promise. Our new Shepherd year begins the first of
January 2016 and runs through December. If you have never served as Shepherd for a month, you will find
you will receive much more than you will ever give. Couples, two friends, or new friends can serve as
Shepherds . You will receive instructions on what your responsibilities for the month will be. There will
always be someone to help or answer any questions you might have. After signing up, if something occurs to prevent you from
serving, please notify Emily Garrett at 828-297-7577 or Carolyn Jones at 828-733-6902 to make changes. Sign up early
to select the month of your choice. For more information, please call Emily or Carolyn. We appreciate your giving of
yourself for others.

Feild will be taking some vacation days in mid-January to attend a family wedding. Following that
event, he and Laura will continue on to parts of Florida for several days to visit with some of the
summer residents who attend BEPC. If you are part of that group and live within driving time of
Jacksonville (Jan. 18), Ormond Beach (Jan. 20), Jupiter/Palm City (Jan. 21), or the Tampa area
(Jan. 23), please contact Feild or the church office for details. Plans are not firm and could change
slightly. Efforts will be made to contact those for whom we have email addresses.

Thank You
The Shepherd’s Carol
On December 29, Maggie Lauterer led our worship service, incorporating song,
scripture and poetry. Several folks have asked for the words to the song Maggie
wrote as a Christmas gift to her grandmother. Maggie sang this lovely piece as a part
of our worship:
Shepherd’s Carol
O friends, O friends, come go with me to the lowly stall and you shall see
A beautiful mother asittin’ on the sod
With a child whose face has the light of God, whose face has the light of God.
For on this night so quiet and still, we watched our sheep on the lonely hill
And a light broke forth like the noon day sun,
And an angel of God said, “It’s all begun…salvation has all begun…”

Walking with Shadows
This support group, under the direction of Brant Piper, is currently looking into ways of staying healthy
when taking care of those with mental illness. We have enjoyed excellent attendance with persons who
have much to offer those who deal with the day to day challenges. The group is also in the process of
gathering resources. Our next meeting will be January 11 at 7PM in the Margaret Tate Parlor on the
second floor.

For unto us a child is born…to heal and save this world’s forlorn…
And He shall show us the chosen way…
He who was born on Christmas Day…’twas born on Christmas Day!
Thank you, Maggie, for sharing this song with us and for leading us in worship in Feild’s absence.

Thank You!

Comfort Makers


Comfort Makers are dedicating our January comforter to Larry Kennedy. For years
the congregation has enjoyed his booming bass voice in the choir, and for years the
church has been blessed by his work in many of the church’s missions. Larry’s wife,
Cathy, was also a strong singer and participant in many church activities and is missed
by all who knew her. And so we salute Larry and remember Cathy for all they have
done to make Banner Elk Presbyterian a wonderful place to worship.

A big thank you from Reaching Avery Ministry for our contributions of toys, games, art
supplies and money to their Avery Project Christmas program this year. Over 400
children (and their families) were touched by this program which serves the neediest
residents of our area. The assortment and variety of toys for parents to choose from was
unbelievable. If you’ve never been involved with this project, you might want to help
next year!



Thank you to everyone who donated wreaths and poinsettias for the sanctuary during the Christmas season, as well as to
the folks who helped decorate the Chrismon tree and the sanctuary. Our church looked especially beautiful this year.
Many visitors at the Christmas Eve services commented on how lovely the church looked.

Comforters are given to worthy causes such as RAM and Habitat for Humanity.



Many thanks to Janet Speer, who coached and directed the children’s choir which sang on Christmas Eve. They did a
wonderful job and added a great deal to both services. Debi Tornow was responsible for the new “choir capes” for the
children. Thank you, ladies; your gifts are so appreciated.

Comforter Dedication

Church Happenings

BEPC New Members

JULIETS

January Birthdays
1
1
4
4
5
5
6
8
9
10
10
10
11
15
17
19
21
21
23
24
25
25
27
27
28
29

John Brabson
Nitzy Waters
Lise Haizlip
Angela Todd
Beth Johnston
Bill Richardson
Paige Garris
Lyndsay Ennis
Janet Speer
Marlyn Vergara
Ron Mason
Steve Samples
Erika Deal
Sara Brewer
Lindsey Henley
Jeremiah West
Martha Garris
Lee Harris
Helen Castleman
Serena Smith
Amanda Carringer
Carrie Moeller
Tom Haizlip
Dorothy Pullease
Chuck Dickinson
Eugene Norris

A group of twenty Juliets enjoyed a festive holiday
luncheon at Over Yonder Restaurant in Valle Crucis. Thanks
to Pam Wilkerson Murtland for making the arrangements and
to a Secret Santa for the gingerbread men and women that
adorned the tables.

Please welcome our new members to BEPC! More information about each of these members will be
forthcoming in the next newsletter. We are so happy to have you as part of our church family!

Our next get together will be at Sorrento’s Restaurant at
12:30pm on Wednesday, January 13th. Please sign up in the
church office or call Marge Bailey at 387-4628.

Thanks to Communicators
If you’ve been enjoying the BEPC Newsletter and Website during
2015, please join me in expressing appreciation to some of the folks
who have made them happen. Although many people have helped
by writing various articles and by sharing suggestions and
expertise, there have been some “movers and shakers” who regularly
work to make good communication happen among our members and
church friends. At the risk of leaving out someone, I’d like to mention a few who have
worked tirelessly to keep us informed and updated:

Jane Boyer
P.O. Box 1026
Banner Elk, NC 28604
828-260-0728
Jane.boyer33@gmail.com

Thanks to each of these and to all others who have helped us keep in touch with each
other and informed about our church ministries and activities.
-- Tony Fortune, Communications Chr., 2015

Landon Powell Graduates from A.S.U.
We congratulate our most recent college graduate, Landon Powell, who received a degree in
Exercise Science from Appalachian State University in December. Landon is the son of Garry
and Denise Powell and lives here in Banner Elk. He plans to pursue graduate studies in
Chemistry. Our church family sends Landon our best wishes for his future.

Property Acquisition

Time to Recycle!

Christmas Eve at BEPC!

It’s that time of year again! Through the end of March, we will
continue to collect old Skyline telephone directories to be
recycled through Skyline Telephone’s annual program. Banner
Elk School received 25 cents per directory which is used to
purchase needed items for classroom teachers. There is a box in
the reception area of the church office for these old telephone books. Thank you!

Cynthia Kittle
184 Mountain Club Dr. Apt. D4
Vilas, NC 28692-8977
828-406-1976
kittlecynthia5@gmail.com

Bill & El Wilson
118 Hickory Circle
Banner Elk, NC 28604
828-898-1902
billelwilson@skybest.com
ecwwjw@yahoo.com

“Editor/Designer/Communicator-in-Chief,” Dedy Traver; “Webmaster- Extraordinaire,”
Larry Zimmer; “All-Things-to-Everyone,” Rob Clemmer; Photographer, Donna Dicks
assisted by Jim Swinkola, Ed Donnell and others; Interviewers, George Anderson and
Ann Swinkola; Proofreaders, Judy King and others; Mailing Assemblers, Ruth Matherne,
Chris Zimmer, and Kathy Ward. Susan Carter, our Clerk of Session, supplied monthly
“Session Reviews,” and Field Russell has inspired us with his “From the Pastor” column
on each newsletter’s front page.

The Stairwell “Bridge”
The new picture hanging in the stairwell between the first floor and the King
Fellowship Hall floor is titled “Bridge on Trail” by Dale Forrest of Boone,
North Carolina. Our members, Susie and Paul O’Connell, made this purchase
possible. Thank you, Susie and Paul. We are sure that this picture will be
enjoyed for many years to come!

Pam Wilkerson– Murtland
106 Fairway Drive
Beech Mountain, NC 28604
pamsue46@swbell.net
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Good News!! The land across the street from the
cemetery now belongs to BEPC. Many thanks to
McNair and Debi Tornow, who managed all the
legal details for us. For those who wish to make a
contribution, Session has created a Property
Development Fund to receive gifts designated
for the purchase and improvement of the property.

Dear friends,
Once again you have set
an example of how a
congregation cares for its
staff. Through a delightful luncheon given by
the Personnel Committee as well as end of
year financial gifts, you make it clear that we
are valued and loved. Your considerable
generosity to me in particular is greatly
appreciated. On behalf of all the staff,
thank you!
Feild

Visitor from Guatemala in January
Brother Selvin Gonzalez will be visiting us beginning on January 4 until
January 11, 2016. This will be his second trip to Banner Elk, but never in the
winter!!! He received his visa in November, (rare for a Guatemalan man these
days), and we were disappointed to learn that it was issued for only three
months, expiring on February 3.
It is my hope that some of you might like to host Selvin for a meal, lunch or
dinner during his stay here. (Some families may wish to work together to host a
meal.) He would love to get to know us as we have gotten to know the families
in Morelia over the past many years. I know he will be welcomed in our
wonderful BEPC way. I am planning to take him to several of our weekly church event: ROMEOS (if they will allow a
woman to come along as Selvin speaks no English), come to choir practice, hand bells and other scheduled activities. Of
course, he will be with us for worship service on January 10th.
Selvin will begin our year of celebrating 20 years of partnership with Arcá de Noe which began in 1996 when the Session
voted to enter into a covenant relationship with a church in Guatemala.
If you would like to schedule a lunch or dinner with Selvin (and me tagging along as translator), please call or email me at
898-5148H, 898-7218C or bandb@skybest.com.
Barbara Hosbein

Presbyterian Women News
Another Presbytery Partnership Project
As BEPC begins our 20th year in partnership between the Presbytery of Western NC and Arca de Noe
in Guatemala, it is encouraging to learn about others who are working with our sisters in Guatemala.
Presbyterian Women of WNC (of which we are members) in partnership with two presbyteries in
Guatemala are engaged in a Microloan Project.
As the first cycle of this project, six-month loans of $125were made to five groups (totaling 32
women) to encourage innovative ways of developing new skills toward achieving greater financial
independence as well as personal fulfillment and confidence. Four of the groups were very successful
and repaid their loans on time, with interest, and will continue into another cycle of expansion including 65 women with second
loans of $200. These groups established small businesses selling firewood and propane, an in-home store, and raised chickens
and a pig to sell. The fifth group returned the money they had borrowed but were unable to accomplish their goals.
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January Visitor from Guatemala

Two members of our presbytery traveled to observe and evaluate the project. They reported success and enthusiastically
endorse the plan of continuing this microloan project. Although our congregation does not actively participate in Presbyterian
Women, we are happy to know of this work being done on our behalf.

