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BEPC Mission Team Members: Martha Garris (leader), Will Garris, Ron DeFord
Other Team Members: Carl Griewisch (Grace Lutheran), Jonathan Tufts (Mount
Calvary Baptist), Teresa Sawyer (United Methodist, GA)
Allocated Funds: $7,511 Actual Cost: $6,285 (see attached expense report)
Between March 7 and March 16, 2014, a mission team consisting of the six listed
above went to Haiti to assist Grace Mission in strengthening the planting of a church
in Cote de Fer, located on the mid-southern coast of Haiti. The two primary tasks of
the team were to help rebuild the church building in Cote de Fer that had been
damaged by hurricane Sandy and to conduct a medical clinic for those in the area.
Our over-arching purpose was to demonstrate and proclaim the love of God found in
Jesus Christ, while attracting the area’s population to that young church.
Both these objectives, and our over-arching purpose, were accomplished as
described below, but first it is important to answer the question: Why Cote de Fer?
Cote de Fer is a presently a relatively remote village, but the Haitian government is
investing heavily in building infrastructure (roads and public works) into and
around the village that will make it a significant center in that area of Haiti. (The
current president of Haiti is from that village, which explains in part why this is
being done.) Establishing a vibrant church in Cote de Fer is strategic and timely.
Objective #1: Rebuild the Church Building
When we arrived in Cote de Fer, we found that the building had been only partially
restored after the hurricane. The bare exterior plywood looked weathered and did
not completely cover the exterior. There was no interior finish. The studding was
irregular, which made the efficient use of the acquired building materials a
challenge. Nonetheless, the team completed the exterior sheathing, installed
interior plywood, and painted the entire building inside and out. The before and
after of the work can be seen in the pictures below.

Objective #2: Conduct a Medical Clinic
After fixing up the building, we decided to conduct the medical clinic at the church.
We thought this would both acquaint locals with the church and more strongly
associate the clinic with it. We were still setting up in the early dawn when people
started showing up, and we did not stop seeing clients until it became too dark to
continue. In all we saw about 85 clients, ranging in age from infants to the very
elderly. Nurse Martha conducted the medical examinations and interviews, while
Nurse Carl administered the medicines. We had managed to carry over $20,000 in
medical supplies into Haiti, and a large portion of it was provided to clinic clients.

The remainder stayed in Haiti for other needs coming to the attention of Dr. Berline
at the Grace Center.
It was a privilege and pleasure to observe the nurses in action. Nurse Martha never
failed to ask each client if he/she knew Jesus. When the response was affirmative,
she encouraged them, and when it was negative, she pointed out that, even with
good medicine, these our current bodies will not last forever. She and her son Will
prayed with each client, and sometimes all of us gathered around to pray for those
seriously ill.

Over-arching Purpose: Demonstrate and Proclaim the Love of Christ
When the seven of us (the six team members and Pastor Callister) walked down the
street from where we were staying to the church site, we were greeted by stares and
often heard the word “blanc” (white) whispered behind us. But when we met the
stares with a smile and a “Bonjou” or a “Bonsoi” (Creole for hello), we almost always
got a smile and a return of the greeting. Our work on the building and the affection
shown during the clinic were clearly noticed.
In addition, we used a cassette recording of the Gospel story in Creole, accompanied
by a picture flipchart to present the Gospel to those patiently waiting to be seen at
the clinic. Most listened attentively, some nodding, some looking like they were
hearing it for the first time. Everyone who visited the clinic was given a Gospel tract
and a New Testament in Creole. None were left behind.
The area is steeped in Voodooism. At night we could hear chanting and music into
the early hours, and there was a glazed and harden look in the eyes of many we
encountered in the street and at the clinic.
Prayers Answered and Prayers Needed
We experienced frequent answers to prayer, from little things like a truck repair “in
the middle of nowhere” to bigger things like the healing of Teresa who became
violently, violently ill our first night in Cote de Fer (and was completely recovered in
the morning).
Three notable answers stand out. First, when our flight from Greensboro was
cancelled due a snow and ice storm, we had to fly out of Charlotte that night. The
best arrangement we could make by phone was for Jonathan to be by himself and
take a flight the next morning, but when we got to Charlotte the airline was
suddenly able to find an open seat for Jonathan to fly with us. Second, previous trips
have had medical supplies confiscated and held for ransom by unscrupulous
customs officials, but we were able to get all of it through without a hitch (due to
clever packing and fervent prayer).
Finally, by the providence of God, Martha happened to meet the neighbor to the new
church, who as it turns out lived in NYC for 43 years and was a very capable
translator. Although elderly, Rosie worked with us tirelessly from dawn to dusk and
refused even a gift of money, saying she was grateful for what we had done for her
village and had helped out of love for Christ. (She attends the Roman Catholic
Church in the village.)
The church in Cote de Fer is in a fragile state and needs our prayers. In particular,
stronger leadership is needed to hold the church together and increase its outreach.
To this end, a “prophet’s chamber” on the rear of the church is needed for a pastor to
live in and serve. We hope to assist with this on our next visit.

Summing Up Haiti
Haiti is a desperately poor country. The devastating earthquake in 2010 has added
to its chronic indigence. One of the most moving times of our stay was our visit to
the site of a mass grave, where it is said that over 200,000 Haitians are buried. The
site itself only faintly resembles the architectural drawing for the memorial that was
been planned, for little progress has been made despite the lapse of four years.

It is a summary of Haiti itself, where we saw rebuilding underway but progressing
very slowly. The “fields are white for harvest” in Haiti and more “Hope for Haiti” is
needed.
In our commissioning by BEPC, Rev. Leslie Piper asked us three questions:
1. Do you accept the responsibility of representing this congregation in doing
the work of our Lord in a distant place?
2. Will you work to exemplify Christ's teachings by loving one another and by
translating Christ's message with excitement and care, turning strangers to
friends and friends to brothers and sisters?
3. Will you serve in this special work with energy, intelligence, imagination and
love, treasuring your experiences as opportunities to teach and to grow?
We answered affirmatively, and we believe we have fully accomplished that charge.
Thank you for your support in making this ministry possible.

