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Moderator: Rev. Feild Russell
Clerk of Session: Susan Carter
Class 2017
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Fellowship & Nurture
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Membership/Outreach
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Congregational Care
Educational Leadership

Class 2018
Bill Ferguson Murry Haber Travis Henley Nancy Owen -

Stewardship & Finance
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Christian Education
Membership/Outreach

Clerk of the Works - Larry Zimmer
Permanent Funds Ministry - Jim Swinkola
Treasurer: Dr. Ronald L. McGowan
Asst Treasurers: Allen Clark, Rob Clemmer,
Jean Eells, Bruce Pendergast, Dorothy Pullease

Church Staff
Rev. Feild Russell, Pastor
Mobile: 757-846-1105
Email: pastor@bannerelkpresbyterian.org
Rev. Leslie Piper, Parish Associate
belibrarylady@gmail.com
Rev. Dr. Ed Donnell, Parish Associate
edd@aggienetwork.com
Rob Clemmer, Office Administrator
rob@bannerelkpresbyterian.org
Director of Music: Diane Rydell
diane_bepc@outlook.com
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SUNDAY WORSHIP SERIVCES
9:30 am Sunday School
11:00 am Worship - traditional

From the Pastor...
A common question I get when I am out and about is “How are things with
your church?” I gently correct them: “It is not MY church.” And when the
question comes from someone with an association with BEPC, I often add
“it’s YOUR church!” While it is true that I am simply a called leader serving
at the pleasure of the members, neither of my responses are adequate, or
even accurate. As we all need to be reminded, this or any congregation is not
my church or your church, but Christ’s church. All that we do is not to our
own glory, but to God’s glory, and in the name of Jesus Christ. Put another
way: it’s not about us, it’s about God. A recent submission to a church
literary journal hit the nail on the head. In response to an invitation to share a
story of “what’s right about my church?,” J. Barrie Shepherd penned the
following:
The very first, and best thing
right about my church is that it’s not
my church at all. If it was I’d be in deepest
trouble, that’s for sure.
First Church of Me
may sound, at first, appealing,
but I fear the worship soon would turn
a tad monotonous, and the offerings
and mission trips repetitious and reflexive.
Church school would lack for content,
while the Te Deum might relapse to mere tedium.
So what’s right, and true and even holy
about “my” church is that it is not,
and never has been mine,
but remains the church of One whose grace
and mercy reaches wide and deep to welcome
one and all, invites them to belong,
and be at home with her,
or maybe even him.
Who knows?
- Feild

Opportunities To Learn And Grow
Faith Seekers’ Class
About the Faith Seekers’ Class: Explore various issues, using music, video and conversation.
Food: Coffee and snacks provided (usually)
Money: Receives an offering for good causes and needs
Time: 9:30 AM
.

Feb. 5: Continuation of study with Leslie Piper
Feb. 12 Begin study The Mission of Jesus – Capernaum: Jesus Binds the Evil One
Feb. 19 – Continue study The Mission of Jesus – Decapolis: The Other Side – Jesus and the
Man from the Tombs
Feb. 26 – Continue study The Mission of Jesus – Crucifixion: The Coronation of a King

Session Rercap
January Session Review
Scheduled Communion to be held on the first Sunday of each month, Maundy Thursday, and
Christmas Eve.
Reviewed church membership rolls and accepted all changes recommended by the special Membership
Committee.
Called the Annual Congregational Meeting and Meeting of the Corporation for January 29, immediately following worship.
Approved wedding of Cora Stanley and Buzz Hemmings for January 26, 2017.
Sustained the examinations of Officers-elect Bill Ferguson, Murry Haber, Travis Henley, and Nancy Owen.
Appropriated $500 out of the 2016 budget surplus to Reaching Avery Ministries, upon learning of a food pantry shortage
there.

Women's Study to Begin February 6th
Please join us on Monday mornings at 11:00 am for our new study, "Half-Truths: God Helps Those Who
Help Themselves and Other Things The Bible Doesn't Say" by Adam Hamilton. Here is what Amazon says
about the book: "They are simple phrases. They sound Christian - like something you might find in the
Bible. We’ve all heard these words. Maybe we’ve said them. They capture some element of truth, yet they
miss the point in important ways. Join Adam Hamilton in searching for the whole truth by comparing
common Christian clichés to the message and ministry of Jesus." Sound interesting? Join us to discover
more. The study, led by Rev. Leslie Piper, will begin on February 6 in the upstairs Sunday School
classroom. For more information please call Leslie at 704-591-9921. If you would like a book, you may
order from Amazon.

Donated 48 place settings of church kitchen dishes which are no longer utilized due to non-dishwasher and
non-microwave safe features. (The original donor was contacted and gave approval)
Accepted a loan offer from church members for up to $110,000 at 3% for 10 years, payable early without penalty.
Confirmed recommendation of Worship Committee to hold 11:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. services on Christmas Eve in 2017.
(Christmas Eve falls on Sunday this year)
Appointed Sara Brewer as commissioner to the January 28 meeting of Presbytery in Lincolnton.
Set the housing allowance of the pastor at $29,500 for 2017. (formal action required by IRS)
Authorized quarterly weekend and vacation time for the pastor from January 12-18.
Assigned new Elders to Committee responsibilities as follows: Bill Ferguson on Stewardship and Finance;
Murry Haber on Personnel; Travis Henley on Christian Leadership; Nancy Owen on Membership Outreach.

The Daniel Plan - Fall Restart
We continue to meet as a group to learn about new healthy eating habits that result in stronger
bodies. Weight loss is part of the goal, but beyond that, the group discusses how to add to exercise,
tricks for eating healthy and generally preparing our bodies to better serve God. If you are interested
in health issues; how to lose weight, how to become stronger; how to cook great meals without loads
of calories, come join us! You can start at any time. We meet Wednesdays at 3:30pm in the
Fellowship Hall and kitchen area, to talk and to cook (we often make delicious dishes to share!).
If you would like to join us, email Janet Speer at speerj@lmc.edu.

Support Group
Walking with Shadows
Our attention to those who have family or friends who deal with mental illness has been very successful.
We invite others to join us. Led by our own professional counselor, Rev. Brant Piper, the group seeks out
support, comfort and resources for dealing with very difficult problems of relationships, healthy steps and
well being. For more information please contact Janet Speer at speerj@lmc.edu. The group meets on the
second Monday of each month at 7 PM in the Margaret Tate Parlor on the second floor near the elevator.
Our next meeting will be February 13th.

Ash Wednesday - Lent Begins
The beginning of Lent, known as Ash Wednesday, falls on March 1st his year. We will hold the
contemplative 30-minute worship at noon. The imposition of ashes on the forehead is a main element of this
service, and the earlier time allows for those who so desire to wear the mark throughout the rest of the day as a
sign of their Christian commitment. The sanctuary will remain open after the service until 3:00 p.m., with a
pastor nearby, for anyone to drop by to receive the mark of the cross.

New Church offices hours are
Monday through Thursday
8:30am to 3:00pm!

Monthly Financial Records – January, 2017
January 1
$ 2,637.00
January 8
$15,136.00
January 15
$ 4,783.00
January 22
$ 2,651.00
January 29
$ 3,614.00

The BEPC annual meetings for the congregation and corporation were held on Sunday,
Jan. 29th. The annual report and 2017 budget were presented and can be found on our
web site. The pastor’s terms of call for 2017 were approved unanimously.

Park & Play Project Update
The relatively warm weather has continued through much of January, allowing The Landsman (Joel Owen’s company) to
install the brick paver sidewalks. Gilliam Construction completed the curbs and gutters, adding additional gravel to prepare the
site for paving. The key remaining tasks are paving and striping, installation of the lights and signs, removal of some dead
trees at the upper end of the lot and landscaping of the area. Many people from Banner Elk are providing a lot of favorable
feedback as they recognize the value of the new lot for the entire community.
We are also working on a plan to re-configure the parking area near the new playground to make it safer and more accessible.
Although the lot is now very stable and well graded, it is not yet ready to be used for parking. Traffic on the gravel can cause
damage which will need to be repaired prior to paving. We appreciate your cooperation and look forward to using the new lot
in spring!
- Larry Zimmer

Time for a Change
This past year (2016) you, the congregation of BEPC, made it possible to purchase approximately
$3,000 worth of diapers and formula for RAM to distribute to those in need.
If you had not given specifically to the “It’s Time for a Change” program, we would not have
been able to provide as much as we did. Through Missions, $1,500 is budgeted but as you can see,
this does not meet the need. If we do not provide formula and diapers to babies in need, then their
diapers will not be changed as often as needed and the formula will be watered down. Unless you have purchased
either of these items recently, you would have difficulty believing how expensive they are. Due to this great expense, it is
understandable why these parents have to resort to unsafe methods. Again, we ask if you have a special place in your heart for
these babies, who through no fault of their own are in this situation, please consider a special donation to “It’s Time for a
Change”. Please indicate this on your check to BEPC and may God bless your kindness.
- Carolyn Jones

American Red Cross Blood Drive
BEPC sponsors the American Red Cross Blood Drives several times a year. The next one will be held
Thursday February 2nd from 2:00-6:30pm in the King Fellowship Hall. Sponsoring a blood drive is
an important community responsibility and helps many people in this community. Please mark your
calendars and if you are able, please help the Red Cross reach their goal! If you want to make an
appointment you can go to www.redcrossblood.org and put in sponsor code: Lees-McRae or call
Nurse Carl at 898-8862.

Prayer Shawl Ministry
Knitters Enjoy Holiday Outing
The prayer shawl knitters enjoyed time together recently at the home of Carolyn Jones. The main event was celebration of Erika
Deal's 90th birthday, but the fun included getting to view many beautiful objects of art created by Carolyn and her late husband,
Bill, a renowned wood carver. Bill's talent and sense of humor were evident in numerous works displayed in their home.
Carolyn, who has been featured artist-of-the-month at our church, shared her lovely paintings in various media as well as Bill's
hand-carved objects which she painted.

Park & Play Funding Update
On December 16, 2015, a contract was signed to purchase the property across the street from the
church. Our dream for a parking lot and preschool playground began to take shape. After a
fast -paced campaign, construction work began. You, our members and friends, saw the drawings
that visualized the hopes and dreams for these two projects. The Park & Play Campaign brought in
more commitments then many thought were possible. To add to that, many of you have come forth
with significant donations, which were not connected to a Campaign Pledge. To date, we have
received 98% of the pledged monies for 2016. This fall, we communicated that we would need to
obtain a loan to cover the ongoing cost of these two projects. Three individual families stepped
forward to offer us a loan to bridge the gap between the pledges and the rest that is needed. The good
news is that we may need to borrow only $110,000, which is much less than the $200,000 that was
approved in the September meeting of the Corporation. Due to the mild winter weather, the Preschool Playground has been
started, and the parking lot is closer to completion than planned, requiring some early payments. Fulfilled 2016
commitments and early giving of 2017 pledges will enable us to borrow less, thus reducing our debt.
Please contact Dedy Traver at 828-898-5406 if you have any questions about your Park & Play pledge.
- Dorothy Pullease

Winter Weather Advisory
In the event that weather conditions prevent us from conducting our Sunday morning service of
worship, we will do our best to pass this information on to you. As soon as a decision is made,
we will update our web page (www.bannerelkpresbyterian.org), send out an e-mail, change the
message on the church answering machine and possibly begin a phone tree. Please know that it is
never our desire to cancel a service of worship, but there are times that conditions - such as ice or
power loss - warrant that we take this step to help insure the safety of our members. Please note,
too, that if power is lost it could compromise our ability to follow through with the above plan. In
that event, consider calling Pastor Feild Russell at 757-846-1105 for information.

Comfort Makers

Newly Elected Elders (continued)
Murry Haber

February Dedication - Erika Deal
Our February Comforter is dedicated to Erika Deal for her 90th birthday. Erika is one of the
“Comfort Makers” and we love to hear her stories about her fascinating life during World
War II and how lucky she is (as are we) that she was a war bride who made it to the United
States. Erika also participated with the Prayer Shawl group; a woman who knows how to
use her hands for the benefit of others. And if ever you eat some of her fabulous
confections, you know that her talents include baking! Thank you Erika!

BEPC Preschool
We kick-started January with 29 children enrolled at our preschool, an all time high for this school year. Not only is our
program growing, but so are the children. We enjoy learning and exploring with our best friends every day. This year we
have talked about the arctic winter weather, how to stay warm, hibernation and how do snowflakes actually happen?! We've
experimented with ice water and animals, and with bouncing bubbles, plus we got to enjoy a beautiful winter day outside in the
sunshine. Our students and teachers enjoyed being silly for Wacky Hair Day. We saw some real interesting and funky
hairstyles. In February, we are looking forward to showing each other love in all kinds of shapes and forms. Parents can
enjoy Parents’ Night Out on February 17th from 6-9pm, here at our church, $10.00/child. Please contact me on
acmariott@bannerelkpresbyterian.org for more information and sign-up. I want to take another moment to thank everyone
who bought the preschool a gift from “The Giving Tree”. It was wonderful to start off 2017 with some new toys and supplies in
our classroom. We appreciate your support and kind hearts! Happy Valentine’s Day from all of us at BEPC preschool ❤
- AC Marriott, Preschool Director at Banner Elk Presbyterian Church

Family members: (Wife) Sharon Haber

(Daughter) Carley Haber

We live on Sugar Mt. We moved here Sept. 2014 and we live here year-round. We moved here
because of the friendliness of the people, the beauty of the mountains, and the cooler temperature.
I am inspired in worship; I love the warmth of the congregation; and I am in agreement with the
commitment to mission endeavors.
I am a retired pastor and I served a variety of churches for 41 years in Iowa, Ohio, Texas and North Carolina. I have served on
Presbytery committees, was Moderator of New Covenant Presbytery, and President of the Association of Presbyterian Church
Educators. I am a Fellow with the American Association of Pastoral Counselors. I was ordained by the Grace Community
Church of Raleigh in 2000. I operate the Food Pantry at Reaching Avery Ministry; I am a volunteer with Caldwell Hospice;
and I have just joined the choir here at BEPC.
My faith journey is the most prominent experience in my life. It has sustained me during the losses in my life; and inspired me
when my dreams have come into being. My experience as a husband and a father have caused me to grow into the person that
God created me to be. My experience as a son and a brother have showered me with grace. I continue to be amazed at the way
that God has brought healing to the broken experiences in my life journey.

Travis Henley
Family members: Lindsey Henley (wife) Pepper Henley (daughter)
I grew up in Linville and my grandparents moved to Banner Elk when I was born. I returned to Banner
Elk after I left the Armed Services (2005) and I’ve been here since (minus time in Alabama for school)
My wife, Lindsey, and I enjoy attending BEPC and continuing to grow. She grew up in BEPC and it’s
neat to see Pepper now grow in the same church. We enjoy the diversity within the church and being able
to interact with so many people with different back stories. We are interested in the local missions,
particularly feeding Avery Families (children). Obviously ourwhole world changed when Pepper was born
and we always hope all children in our area are loved and cared for. Children are unable to directly affect
their environments so we are passionate about helping the children in our community. Recently I have
donated my time assisting with the planning and construction of the new parking lot. Additionally we are excited for the growth
of the preschool. We believe this is a great way to build the church and recruit young families. I enjoy fly fishing and playing
with Pepper as much as possible. Salt water fly fishing has become a new interest of mine. I’ve taken off in more planes than
I’ve landed in and I’ve been fortunate to swim many miles in the ocean. I’m currentlyworking towards professional licensure as
a Licensed Professional Engineer and I hope to test for Survey Licensure once I pass the PE.
Nancy Owen
Family members: Rick (husband), Hampton (son)

Wacky Hair Day!

I have lived on Beech Mountain for past 18 years. I was born and raised in Southern Illinois and
moved here after college. I’m really excited about the growth the church is experiencing, especially with the youth. As a parent of a youth, it’s exciting to finally have some youth activities
back in the church. I love BEPC, it holds a special place in my heart as I was married in this
church over 14 years ago.
I have served on several different committees in the church. I was a member of the PNC that hired
Feild. I have been a nursery worker, a shepherd, I assist with children’s church, organized the LMC spaghetti supper and
summer picnic. I also help with organizing youth activities and outings. I usher on a regular basis as well. In my previous
church I was a youth leader.
I am interested in mission trips, Operation Christmas Child, Children’s Hope Alliance and spreading the love of Jesus.
I work for the Town of Banner Elk, heading the Tourism Development Board. I serve as Secretary of the Watauga County
Board of Elections, Beech Mountain Recreation Committee, President of PEO Chapter Q Boone, a member of Cranberry
Middle School-School Improvement Team and I am on the Calendar Committee for Avery County Schools.

WINDOWS 2017

Souper Bowl of Caring 2017
Souper Bowl of Caring 2017 Changes the Game!

One hundred and five years ago this congregation was engaged in an activity very familiar to us.
They had decided to build this beautiful building, and, with Susan Carter and Bill Tate's
grandfather, Dr. W. C. Tate as church treasurer, they began a fund raising campaign. At the
time, the church had $114 in the bank. In addition to all of the labor, such as the gorgeous
hand-worked stone, done by volunteers, they actually had to raise some money, as well. One of
the longest reaches in this plan was the inclusion in the architect's design of the stained glass
windows. Most of the people working on this project, and, in fact most of the people
participating in worship in this church, had never even seen a stained glass window! And yet,
with vision comes incredible possibilities.
Women sold eggs and family livestock, while children saved pennies. The smallest of these
windows cost $50. Now that doesn't sound like much, but the previous year Pastor Tufts' annual salary had been $144, just $412
a month. The windows wouldn't be installed for another five years, though worship began in 1915 while there were just big,
open holes in the walls. It was a different time of year! The windows came that fall. So these works of art have graced this
sanctuary for over a hundred years. There aren't many people in this church who are too young to appreciate that things, over
time, deteriorate and require attention. Well, this is that time. Some of you will remember that we had to essentially rebuild the
window on the water tower side, and replace its plexiglass protection several years ago. Now it's time for the one on the
cemetery side. There are broken glass pieces, deteriorated seals and rotten wood in the frames. Larry Zimmer has, as he does
with everything, done an extraordinary job of analyzing the problem, finding craftsmen capable of fixing the problem and
soliciting an array of competitive bids to solve the problem. Proposals have ranged all the way from $11,000 to $58,000. After
a lot of thought and discussion, the session has settled on a proposal that will involve replacing all the framing wood with a
paintable, rot-proof material, replacing all broken stained glass pieces, re-leading the entire window, and replacing the protective
panel with tempered glass. The cost for all of that will be $28,000, very close to what was spent for the first window.
It seems odd, but, as I think of it, none of us really owns this place. I'm not talking about the specifics of deeds of trust and
what-have-you. I'll leave those legal niceties up to Grover and McNair. No, I'm talking about the principle. I think we are really
just the stewards of this place. We inherited it from people who had developed, built and maintained it. We have the privilege of
using and enjoying it, but then also share the responsibility for turning it over to those that follow us, as good or better than when
we received it. This isn't really a case of what we'd like to do, or even when. This has to be done. If any of you can afford to
help, we need you. Maybe you could sell some eggs!
In this, as with everything that happens in this church, we are the hands of God. Now we need to put those hands to work. Thank
you.
– Dick Larson

Newly Elected Elders
Bill Ferguson
Family members: (Wife) Sue; (Daughters) Amy Terrant and Leslie Wrenn;
(Sons) Mark Terrant and Teddy Ferguson
We've lived at Seven Devils for 2 years. Prior to moving to the area, we lived in Virginia. We both
lived in the area in the 70s (before we knew each other). We loved the area so we moved back after
retiring. We fell in love with BEPC on our first visit. Feild made us feel welcome and we enjoyed his
preaching. There was a luncheon following the service where we met the Larsons and knew that
BEPC would be our church. Coincidentally, my mother attended BEPC in 1929-30 while a student at Lees-McRae. I served
two terms as Elder at Christ Our Anchor Presbyterian Church in Annapolis MD and two terms as Elder at Altavista
Presbyterian Church in Altavista,Virginia.
At BEPC, Sue and I both sing in the choir. I serve on the Worship Committee. Mission has always been important to me as
well. I've had a very full and interesting life in Motel/ Restaurant management and as Assistant Director of the Altavista
YMCA. I finished my career as Manager of the Dry Dock Restaurant at the US Naval Academy. In retirement, I served 10
years on the Altavista Planning Commission, and 8 years on the Altavista Town Council.

It's, of course, a play on words. Every year groups from around the country use this
spectacular sporting event to remind us that there are many people among us who are
hungry. Last year there was over $8 million in cash and food items received and almost 7,000
groups who committed to participate. Here's how it works.
On Sunday morning, February 5th, we will have some of our young people at the doors to our
sanctuary prior to worship, collecting cans of soup or other food, as well as your financial
contributions. We will then donate all of the food and money to RAM (Reaching Avery
Ministry) in Newland, for their emergency food bank.
Most of us cannot imagine not being able to feed our families. Unfortunately there are many who cannot. This doesn't have to
cost any of us very much, but it can do so much good. Please help.

2017 Flower Calendar
Sanctuary Flowers
The 2017 Flower calendar is up with anticipation for an amazing new year!! I would like to thank
the following contributors for their lovely flowers during 2016: Larry Kennedy (several thank
yous), Katy Fletcher (the professional arranger), Donna and Bill Dicks (constant givers), the
Personnel Committee (always ready), E.C. Newman (a willing help), the Tate family (historical
blessings), Grover & Marianne Gore (fulfills needs), Ron McGowan (facilitator), Kathy Ward
(gladly served), McNair & Debi Turnow (frequent givers), Rob and Phyllis Clemmer (faithful
servants), John and Maura Day (blissful members), Sylvia and Bud Hahn (church family),
Janet Spear (artful worship member), and Don Luginbuhl (lovely memorial flowers). May God
bless you and may you continue to be a blessing to our church services and God's house.
Many Thanks, Deka Tate

Sidewalk Progress Photos
Many thanks to Jim Swinkola for his photo progress reports of
the parking lot construction! These photos show the bricks being
put in place - and no, that is not snow!! It is sand! The finished
product on the right. Thanks to the many days of warm weather
they were able to complete the sidewalk.
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February Birthdays

1
9am BEPC Preschool
10am Comfort Makers
3:30pm Daniel Plan
4:30pm Handbells
7:15pm Choir
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Tue
Mon
Sun
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Fri

Sat

JULIETS

1
2
2
2
4
4
6
7
12
13
15
17
18
21
22
22
23
23
25
25
26
26
28

David Nixon
Phyllis Clemmer
Bill Ferguson
Teresa Latta
Bill Kennedy
Chris Kirkpatrick
Michael Pittman
Ashley Smith
Kaelin Braverman
Cynthia Watson
Emily Garrett
Corinne Causby
Lisa Shook
Sam Stapleton
Donna Bender
John Miles,II
Carolyn West
Susan West
Rick Garrett
Bruce Pendergast
Amanda Vergara
Feild Russell
Jerry Shinn

A Prayer for the New Year
Heavenly Father,
At midnight,
When the old year dies,
And the new comes bounding in,
I draw strength from knowing
That in the next twelve months
The snows will go
The buds will burst
The heat will rise
The leaves will fly,
That all these things will happen
According to Your schedule
And in Your time
That there is order in Your universe,
And that I am part of it.
Amen.
by Van Varner

At our January Juliets meeting we voted to lunch in
February at Puerto Nuevo, the Mexican restaurant
next to Lowes Hardware, Banner Elk. The date is
Wednesday, February 8th at 12:30 pm. Sign up at the
Church or call Marge Bailey ( 387-4628 ).
Hope to see you there!

Around the Church...

New member Jan Miller.
Welcome to BEPC!
Will Garrett picked up trash and
recycling in the rain for community
service hours for Beta Club. Keeping
Banner Elk clean! 6 bags and 2 hours
later.
Prayer Shawl Knitters enjoy an afternoon at Carolyn Jones’ house to celebrate Erika Deal’s 90th birthday!

Time to Recycle!
It’s that time of year again! Through the end of March, we will
continue to collect old telephone directories to be recycled
through Skyline Telephone’s annual Program. Banner Elk
School receives 25 cents per directory which is used to purchase
needed items for classroom teachers. There is a box in the
reception area of the church office for these old telephone
books. Thank you!

Greeting Cards Available!
The Worship Arts Ministry is offering a new set of greeting
cards. Each card has a beautiful piece of artistry on the front,
With information on the artist and the church, and a scripture
verse on the back. These will be on sale for $10 for a
package of 10. This is only to recoup expenses for the
publication. The cards are now available in the church office.

