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For the Newsletter to be received by the first day of each month, Session has set the deadline
for all submissions to be on or before the 15th of each month (via e-mail or diskette only).
We extend a sincere welcome to everyone to join us for worship and any events you see listed in the newsletter.

Class 2017
Tony Fortune - Communications
Cathy Richmond - Congregational Care
Carolyn West - Congregational Care
Treasurer: Dr. Ronald L. McGowan
Asst Treasurers: Allen Clark, Rob Clemmer,
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Rev. Feild Russell, Pastor
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SUNDAY WORSHIP SERIVCES
9:30 am Sunday School
11:00 am Worship - traditional
6:05 pm Worship - informal

From the Pastor….
For all the natural beauty of the Banner Elk area from Spring to Fall, somehow
Winter may be the pinnacle of its splendor. Looking up at Grandfather Mountain
and the surrounding heights, clothed in sparkling white from frozen fog, or
walking in the quiet of a snowfall, is yet another manifestation of God’s glory
and majesty. I remember Psalm 121 “I lift up my eyes to the hills…”
At the same time, I have to admit that I can’t remember a time in any church I’ve
served when so many people have had so much illness. Not only has the flu been
rampant, but surgeries and hospitalizations have kept our church prayer list long.
Again, Psalm 121: “from where does my help come?”
We know from whence we draw our strength. The church, this church, continues
to do what we do as God’s people. Worship attendance is solid, regardless of
weather, and music remains a highlight. Care by Shepherds and many others
toward the sick is extensive and meaningful. Mission needs close to home and
far away are met with action and creativity. Programming is ramping up with the
return of college students and the presence of Parish Associates Leslie Piper and
Ed Donnell.
Our Annual Congregational Meeting will be held at the end of morning worship
on February 8, and reports from all committees and leaders reflect a 2014 we
can be thankful for. BEPC has been faithful, blessed, and a blessing to others.
What does 2015 hold? First of all, strong leadership. Despite again rotating some
exceptional elders off of Session, the new class blends well with remaining
elders to keep our leadership robust and spirited. Please remember to pray for
these individuals as they guide us.
This year will undoubtedly also bring: more need in the surrounding area, to
which we will respond as generously as we are able; more opportunity for
personal growth, as our new Parish Associates develop offerings for young and
old(er); established and valued traditions that feed us, as well as new and fresh
occasions for fellowship, fun, ministry, worship and study.
I am excited about the coming months, bracketed as they will be by the beauty
and majesty of God – such as these incredible mountains and the glorious music
of worship – and the trials and tribulations of life – evidenced regularly through
sickness, pain, and loss. I am excited because we are in this together, receiving
blessings, meeting challenges, and encouraging one another as heirs of God’s
grace through Christ and recipients of the Holy Spirit’s power.
I am thankful to be on the journey with all of you!
- Feild

Opportunities To Learn And Grow
Faith Seekers’ Class
About the Faith Seekers Class: Explore various issues, using music, video and conversation.
Food: Coffee and snacks provided (usually)
Money: Receives an offering for good causes and needs
Time: 9:30 AM
Where: Upstairs in Room 215 (above Feild’s office)
Feb. 1 - The Book of Ruth. Steve Bender teaching
Feb. 8 - The Biblical Truths show in the Andy Griffin Show. We will watch an episode of the
Andy Griffin Show and discuss how scripture has been served in this medium.
Feb. 15 - The Biblical Truths show in the Andy Griffin Show. We will watch an episode of the
Andy Griffin Show and discuss how scripture has been served in this medium.
Feb. 22 - A study for both the music lover and the biblical seeker that explores the scriptural texts
and musical pieces of Handel's Messiah in preparation for Easter. Brant Piper teaching.

Women’s Tuesday Morning Bible Study Resumes
The Women’s Tuesday Bible Study group, led by Rev. Leslie Piper, will begin on Feb 3 at 10 am. We
will begin a new study, "Embracing a Life of Meaning: Discovering what Matters". This study uses a
video component, featuring the writer Kathleen Norris (The Cloister Walk, Amazing Grace).
Additionally, there is a participant's book, which allows us to expand on what Ms Norris has said, and
discover new insights for our living. Books for this class are available in the church office. Please join
us for a fun and lively group study! If you have any questions please call Leslie at 704-591-9921.

Shepherds Needed!
We are still looking for volunteers to sign up for monthly shepherd responsibilities. If you are
interested in serving our congregation in this way, please sign up in the reception area of the church
office. Questions? Contact Debi Tornow (387-4914) or Donna Dicks (898-6667).

Session Review
Session Review for January, 2015

Approved:
 Chris Zimmer’s Healing Touch ministry in church facilities and among church members for
the next year.
 Communion schedule for 2015 as follows:
 First Sunday of each month
 Maundy Thursday
 Christmas Eve
 Continuing Education leave for Feild Russell for January 19 – 21
 Quarterly Weekend for Feild Russell Feb. 27-March 1
 Parish Associate Agreement with Ed Donnell
 Parish Associate Agreement with Leslie Piper
 The following officers for the next year:
 Susan Carter as Clerk of Session
 Dorothy Pullease as Assistant Clerk of Session
 Ron McGowan as Treasurer
 Rob Clemmer, Bruce Pendergast, Dorothy Pullease, Allen Clark, and Jean Eells as Assistant Treasurers
 Brian Blount, president of Union Presbyterian Seminary, to preach on July 26.
Received:
 Final 2014 Budget figures indicating a positive balance
 Reports from Preschool, various committees, and the new Permanent Funds Ministry Committee

 Committee Structure and Chairperson assignments for 2015
Elected:
 Rob Clemmer and Tony Fortune as commissioners to the January 31 Presbytery meeting in Gastonia.
Set:
 Sunday, February 8, immediately following worship, as the Annual Congregational Meeting for 2015, for the
purpose of acting on changes to the pastor’s terms of call and to present the 2015 Budget and 2014 Annual Report

Presbyterian Build - Habitat House
A Call for Help
Coy Franklin, volunteer coordinator for the ongoing Presbyterian Habitat Build, has sent the following
message to area churches involved in this project:

Church Services & Winter Weather
ALERT !

WINTER WEATHER ADVISORY

During the winter months, BEPC will continue to have the 11:00am worship service, despite the
“snowy” weather. In the event we have to cancel the 6:05pm worship service, we will update our
web page (www.bannerelkpresbyterian.org), send out an e-mail, change the message on the church
answering machine and possibly begin a phone tree Please note, too, that if power is lost it could
compromise our ability to follow through with the above plan. In that event, consider calling Pastor
Feild Russell at 757-846-1105 for information.

A belated Happy New Year to all of you “Presbyterian Builders.” Our house project has been progressing since my last post. The Tuesday work group has completed the outside work on the house (except
landscaping). The electrical, plumbing and heating rough-in has been done. The insulation is completed,
and the sheetrock is scheduled to go up next week.
That leaves the interior painting as the next phase. This is where workers from the participating congregations can help.
Rather than scheduling another work day for painting, it will work better if you can recruit individuals or small groups (2-4)
from your congregation to come paint. We anticipate that this should take place the first or second week of February, so you
can begin lining up folks. I will let you know when the sheetrock is up and finished. Painters can pretty much set their own
schedule, but will need to coordinate with the Habitat office to make sure paint and supplies are on hand and someone is on
hand to get them started.
Please speak to Dedy in the church office if you are willing to work. This will enable volunteers to make plans possibly to ride
and work together. Thanks to all of you for making this project go so well.
-- McCoy Franklin

BEPC Website
Stay In Touch with BEPC Through Our Updated Website
If you have not visited the Banner Elk Presbyterian website recently, we encourage
you to take a look at www.bannerelkpresbyterian.org. We have made a lot of improvements that will provide you with up to date information.









Listen to recordings of the Anthem, Sermon and Complete Service each
week. (Worship / Service Recordings)
Get the latest updates and information from the weekly bulletin.
(News / Current Highlights)
See a calendar with all BEPC events. Click the event for details. (Calendar)
Confirm your responsibilities for Services each week (Worship / Member Roles)
Learn about our Ministries and Community Activities (Ministries and Community)
See photos from Church events (Photo Gallery)

And much more…..
Please send a message to office@bannerelkpresbyterian.org if you have suggestions.

Help Needed for Clutch!

One of Our Own
Tim and Vivien Howard
Tim and Vivien have lived here as he describes it, “…going on 11
wonderful years.” They first spent time in Blowing Rock and gravitated
to Banner Elk when Vivien’s sister and brother-in-law built a home in
Mountain Meadows.
A few years later Vivien took a job in the business office at Lees McRae
precipitating their full time move to Beech Mountain. This fulfilled their
dream to live in the mountains. They found the Banner Elk area to be
very welcoming.
When they were visiting the area, they would occasionally attend services
at
BEPC and would attend the Christmas Eve service. At that time they
lived in Greensboro, North Carolina and attended Westminister
Presbyterian there. After moving to Beech Mountain they didn’t really think about looking at any other churches because they
felt so welcomed and comfortable at BEPC. At each step along the way they felt that the Lord was “leading us to where he
wanted us“.
Tim explained that because he is still working he doesn’t get to be involved in church as much as he would like, but he and
Vivien enjoy ushering the Sunday service. Vivien loves to go to the JULIET lunches, and Tim enjoys lunch with the
ROMEO’s when he’s in town. They both look forward to the holidays and have always participated in the Thanksgiving box
program for those less fortunate.
It is a joyful experience, Tim explains, to serve on the Outreach Committee, as it provides opportunities to share the great story
of BEPC with visitors and those considering joining the church. He really appreciates the Chairman and fellow members
of the Outreach Committee working to accommodate his schedule, enabling him to serve on this committee.
Tim is an ordained Elder in the Presbyterian Church USA (PCUSA). He also has served on the session at BEPC. He believes
one of the most important duties has been his service on the Elder Nominating Committee.

Meals for Clutch
Help is needed with meals for weekly CLUTCH meetings on Tuesday
evenings. This ministry serves our college students under Dick Larson’s
and Leslie Piper’s guidance as well as providing a meal for about 20
students. There is a list in the reception area of the church office that
you may sign. If you have questions, please call Carol or Dick Larson
at 898-9341.

Recycling Helps Banner Elk Elementary School
Recycle Old Telephone Books
Recycle those old phone directories! Banner Elk Elementary School is a
collection point for old Skyline telephone books. The school receives 25 cents for
each directory turned in; these funds are then used to purchase library materials.
There will be a collection box in the church office from January 1-March 31, the
dates of the recycling program. Please be good stewards and keep these directories
out of our landfills.

Vivien and Tim met in Greensboro, dated for several years and were married in 1996 by Tim’s uncle, a retired Methodist
Minister. Tim stated, “When we say ‘several years’, it was actually six, so we kid young couples not to jump into things the
way we did.” Instead of having children, they currently share their Beech Mountain home with two cats, Bailey and Forest
who adopted them.
Vivien spent most of her career as a human resources professional. Her last job in Greensboro was HR administrator for a start
up software company which had five employees when she joined. When the company was sold to a Canadian group, it had 200
personnel. Vivien experienced some tough duty as she helped wind down the company. About that time the couple became
aware of an available position at Lees McRae and leaving the stressful position became very attractive.
Tim is regional manager for a valve company in Houston, Texas, with responsibility for the commercial nuclear utility plants in
the Southeast. This is an industry he’s been involved with on and off for 15 years.

- George Anderson

Time for a Change Diaper Program
As we begin a new year, let us remember the little ones who will always need our help. We will
need to provide formula for infants and diapers (sizes 2 through 5). We will not need diapers for
newborns. If you prefer not to shop, you can make a donation to "It's Time for a Change" and we
will shop for the above items for you. Janet Milsaps is always so appreciative when these items are
delivered to RAM. Remember, you can make a difference in the life of a little one. Thanks for
your support to this ministry. If you have questions, please call Carolyn Jones at 733-6902.

Tea Time
Ladies' Friendship Tea
You’re invited to a Valentine Friendship Tea on Wednesday, Feb. 11th, in the Margaret Tate
Parlor at 10 a.m. Many of us have enjoyed these get-togethers in the past, and this will be a
great mid-winter occasion to visit with old and new friends. Enough people have volunteered
to bring refreshments, so others need only to bring themselves and any newcomers or
community friends who might like a fun-filled event. This tea will take the place of the
February Juliets’ luncheon and also the Comfort Makers group which would usually meet that
day. The “snow date” will be the following Wed., February 18th.
For more information, contact Marge Bailey (387-4628) who coordinates the Juliets or Claire
Fortune, February Shepherd (898-4950).

Art in the Sanctuary
Art in the Sanctuary
Your Arts Ministry Team is proud to present artists from our congregation in the sanctuary
for your worship enhancement. Each month, a piece will be featured in the sanctuary with a
Bible verse for contemplation as you view the art. After the art’s being featured down front,
it will move to the back and remain for two more months so you can be sure to see it.
Please take a moment to “soak in” these amazing works. We were thrilled to offer piece by
Ramona Humphrey for January. For February, we bring you artist, Dorothy Fields
Pullease. Her biography is below.
“I grew up watching canvases come alive with the love of expressing yourself through art.
My father, Richard Fields, was a dentist by profession, and was a naturally talented acclaimed artist with oil paints. I grew up hearing opera coming from his studio as he created
beautiful paintings. I always knew that I had artistic abilities. All you had to do was look at
the sketches of horses prancing & galloping across all my class notes I took thru high school
and college. In my adult years I expressed my art with needlework and quilting.
In the summer of 2012 I decided to get serious and signed up for a drawing class with artist
Barbara Timberman. Since then I have continued my art studies with Barbara and other
local artists.
My daddy died in May 2013, and I feel that the experience of painting this picture changed my approach to art. While I was painting,
and listening to my music (not opera), I felt the strong presence of my daddy guiding me as this painting evolved. I will always
treasure this painting for this reason.
Snow Covered Fraser Fir was inspired from a photograph in a Sierra Club Calendar.

Around The Church
Our Church Now Has a CoW?

Haiti Mission Trip
Haiti Mission Team
Preparations are well under way for Cammy Pittman, Dan Akerblom, Ben and Martha Garris
and four others to travel to Boudaire, Haiti to provide medical care and share the Gospel.
Pray that the people we meet will learn more about Jesus and grow in their walks with Him.
We currently still need to raise $2,807.10 to complete our fund raising and ask that you pray
and if you feel led to give financially, make a check to the church marked Haiti in the memo.
Dr. Freddy Martin, who practiced medicine in Banner Elk several years ago, has provided
more medicine than imaginable. We still need to order antibiotics and a few other medicines.
Pray for Cammy Pittman, who is recovering from recent elbow surgery, but is on schedule to still go with us. Pray for Grace
Mission leader Pastor Thony who runs the Grace Center where we stay when we enter and leave Haiti ,as he is currently in the
hospital with a blood clot. I hear that the people in the village where we are going are excited to be hosting us. Thank you for
all your prayers as we have Hope For Haiti 2015.
In Christ,
Martha Garris

Some years ago, Jim King who was our church’s “jack-of-all-things” coined the title
Clerk-of-the-Works (CoW) to describe the volunteer responsibilities he tirelessly performed.
Now someone new has stepped up for the task of taking care of our building. Larry Zimmer has
already energetically begun working on various projects, a sample of which include working
closely with Rob and Will Garris to create a new and improved website, building and repairing
chair armrests in the adult Sunday school classroom, repairing a thermostat, repairing some
plumbing and lighting parts, helping with installation of the video system, and on…and on!
Rob Clemmer commented that “Larry is truly multi-gifted and always approaches his work with
enthusiasm. He has professional-level skills in numerous areas and is a huge asset to our
church.”
When asked how he would like the title of Clerk-of-the-Works,
Larry laughed that if it were good enough for Jim King (whom he knows only by glowing
reputation) then the title is good enough for him.
Rob and Larry will work closely together, and to avoid any confusion, each one has
requested that church members take their suggestions directly to Rob. The two of them will
then be able to assess needs and make plans for whatever is needed. (And let’s all
remember that Larry’s position is VOLUNTEER! ) We appreciate his willingness to serve
in this much-needed capacity of Clerk-of-the-Works.

Community Recognition

Church Happenings

One of Our Own Honored by Chamber of Commerce
BEPC Annual Meeting

February Birthdays
1
2
2
4
4
6
7
13
15
16
17
18
21
22
22
23
23
25
26
26
26
28
28

David Nixon
Phyllis Clemmer
Bill Ferguson
Bill Kennedy
Chris Kirkpatrick
Michael Pittman
Ashley Smith
Cynthia Watson
Emily Garrett
Joseph Washburn
Corinne Causby
Lisa Shook
Sam Stapleton
Donna Bender
John Miles,II
Carolyn West
Susan West
Bruce Pendergast
John Balmer
Amanda Vergara
Feild Russell
Hal Shinn
Tom Phillips

The annual congregational meeting of the congregation will be held next Sunday,
February 8, immediately following worship. The purpose of the meeting is to act
on changes to the pastor's terms of call, and to present the church budget and
annual report. Copies of the annual report will be made available both as hard
copies and on the church web site.

Fellowship Meals
Fellowship Meals will resume in March; you
may have noticed that there are no fellowship
meals planned for January or February. This
decision was made by the Congregational Care
Committee last Fall because of concerns for
”iffy” weather during the winter months.
Watch for more information at the beginning
of March…each meal will be coordinated by a
team leader, so you may be recruited to help
out!

Again, many thanks for your thoughtfulness,
Carolyn, Jeremiah, and Susan West

Maybe it’s significant that Rick attended the historic Banner Elk Elementary
School from kindergarten through eighth grade, then went to Avery High and
graduated from Lees-McRae College with a degree in Business Administration.
He’s been a member of this church his entire life. He and Nancy were married
here and now enjoy having their ten-year-old son, Hampton, be part of our church
family. Rick is really a man who has grown up in Banner Elk and is now returning his leadership and talents toward helping keep the community a very special
place.
We’re proud of Rick’s accomplishments and are glad he and his family are part of our congregation.
--Tony Fortune

February CPR Class
CPR Class

Faith Seekers Freezer Campaign
Freezer Campaign has become a wonderful outreach.
Please know that if you are visiting someone and wish to pick
up a meal from the freezer, that's what they are for. The meals
are not "assigned" and you can take one at any time. The
freezer is located in the utility room in the back corner of the
Fellowship Hall.

American Red Cross Blood Drive

Thank you so much to everyone for the cards and
visits after the recent death of my mother Iris
Garland. It meant so much to my family and me
to have the support of the BEPC family. We
appreciate so much the love and concern.

Rick Owen, Town Manager of Banner Elk and Elder of our church, was recently
named Banner Elk Chamber of Commerce’s first-ever Person of the Year. This
honor reflects a great deal of hard work and dedication on Rick’s part, especially
his role in bringing about the purchase of the historic elementary school in the
heart of our community. The town bought the school building and property from
Avery County. Owen also serves as Mayor of the town of Beech Mountain.

BEPC sponsors the American Red Cross Blood Drives
several times a year. The next one will be held Thursday
February 5th from 2:00-6:30pm. It will be in the King
Fellowship Hall. Sponsoring a blood drive is an
important community responsibility and helps many
people in this community. Please mark your calendars and, if you are able,
please help the Red Cross reach their goal! The last blood drive the goal was
41 pints and the Red Cross received 46 pints of blood!

Heartsaver CPR Class will be on February 28th at 9am in the King Fellowship Hall. The class is $7
and a card will be issued to those completing the class. We need a basic count of the number of folks
interested so Martha Garris can have books and materials for everyone. Call the church office or sign up
in the office by February 19th. Call Martha Garris for questions at 898-4785.

Coupons for the Military
Attention!! Military Coupon Clippers!
Please don’t “hold” your coupons! We recently had to throw a lot away that expired JuneNovember, 2014 that were held. It broke our hearts! Yes, you are correct that they can use the
coupons up to 6 months after expiration – BUT when we fill a box, they are shipped to Turkey
where they are then distributed to Post Exchanges around the world.
Since we don’t know how long all this takes to finally get the coupons in the hands of military
families, we try to send a box every few months. We know how time flies but please try to get
them to us every couple of weeks. Thank you all for “clipping”!! The military appreciates
YOU!

28
30am Men’s Prayer
Breakfast at
Banner Elk Café
9am CPR Training
26
9am BEPC Preschool
11:15 am ROMEO’s
Men’s Lunch Group
9:30am Session
Meeting
24
9am BEPC Preschool
9:30 am Habitat Work
10amWomen’s Stud
23
9am BEPC Preschool
22
9:30am SS Classes
11 am Worship
6:05 pm Worship

25
9am BEPC Preschool
10am Comfort Makers
4:30pm Handbells
7:30 pm Choir

27
Office Closed

21
30am Men’s Prayer
Breakfast at
Banner Elk Café
19
9am BEPC Preschool
11:15 am ROMEO’s
Men’s Lunch Group
17
9am BEPC Preschool
9:30 am Habitat Work
10amWomen’s Study
3-5pm Prayer Shawl
16
9am BEPC Preschool
15
9:30am SS Classes
11 am Worship
6:05 pm Worship

18
9am BEPC Preschool
10am Comfort Makers
12 N Ash Wed. Service
4:30pm Handbells
7:30 pm Choir

20
Office Closed

14
30am Men’s Prayer
Breakfast at
Banner Elk Café
12
9am BEPC Preschool
11:15 am ROMEO’s
Men’s Lunch Group
10
9am BEPC Preschool
9:30 am Habitat Work
10amWomen’s Study
9
9am BEPC Preschool
8
9:30am SS Classes
11 am Worship
12 N Annual Meeting
6:05 pm Worship

11
9am BEPC Preschool
10am Comfort Makers
10am Valentine Tea
4:30pm Handbells
7:30 pm Choir

13
Office Closed

7
30am Men’s Prayer
Breakfast at
Banner Elk Café
5
9am BEPC Preschool
11:15 am ROMEO’s
Men’s Lunch Group
2;00pm Blood DriveKing Fellowship Hall
3
9am BEPC Preschool
9:30 am Habitat Work
10amWomen’s Study
3-5pm Prayer Shawl
2
9am BEPC Preschool
1 Souper Bowl
9:30am SS Classes
11 am Worship
6:05 pm Worship
630pm Super Bowl
party in Fellowship
Hall

4
9am BEPC Preschool
10am Comfort Makers
4:30pm Handbells
7:30 pm Choir

6
Office Closed

Sat
Fri
Thu
Wed
Tue
Mon
Sun

February 2015

BEPC Preschool
Greetings from BEPC Preschool
Hello again to you all and I hope you had a relaxing Christmas and New Year’s. We started back to school on January 5th, yet at
the same time, winter decided to rear its ugly head. Snowy conditions and icy roads have kept us out of school for over 4 days
this month alone. Nevertheless, the kids have been giving it their all on the days we have been able to have school.
It was amazing to see how much the kids had grown physically and mentally after our Christmas break. My students came in
ready to learn and many of them had mastered tasks that we had struggled with before our vacation. For that, we have to thank all
of our great parents who worked so diligently with the students over the break. Even with the snow days keeping us out of
school, our kids are turning into little geniuses more and more every day.
Please be on the lookout for the kids, as we will be singing in church sometime in March. Also, Preschool registration for next
year starts in a couple months, so let any parents in need of a program know that we do have spots available. Have a great month
and stay warm.
Thanks,
Shane Parker, Preschool Director

Avery Project Christmas
Avery Project Christmas A Success!
The 2104 Avery Project Christmas was a BIG success, according to RAM director, Janet Millsaps. Over 250
families, including over 400 children, were served by this community-supported program. Many thanks to
those of you who helped by purchasing new toys and clothing, by giving monetary donations and for
volunteering during the days of the “store” for needy families in our area.

Ash Wednesday Services
Ash Wednesday
The beginning of Lent, known as Ash Wednesday, falls on February 18th this year. We will hold the
contemplative 30-minute worship at noon. The imposition of ashes on the forehead is a main element of
this service, and the earlier time allows for those who so desire to wear the mark throughout the rest of
the day as a sign of their Christian commitment. The sanctuary will remain open after the service until
3:00 p.m., with a pastor nearby, for anyone to drop by to receive the mark of the cross.

