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SUNDAY WORSHIP SERIVCES
9:30 am Sunday School
11:00 am Worship - traditional
6:05 pm Worship - informal

From the Pastor….
Last Sunday a complaint was registered with me following Sunday School
concerning some of the content. ―The pictures used as examples of Thanksgiving
gatherings had waaay too many women wearing aprons and men wearing suits!‖
It was, of course, good natured joking, as the pictures used were Norman
Rockwell depictions of traditional Thanksgiving scenes from decades ago. But it
got me to thinking about how we attach certain definitions and expectations to
our most treasured customs and celebrations.
At Christmas, for example, there is frequently a strong desire to be part of a
―normal‖ family – and usually it looks a lot like those Norman Rockwell
paintings. Yet I‘d be hard pressed to find such a family; in my experience, every
family encounters unexpected wounds and trials at some point in life. Almost
everyone I know considers other families more normal and well-adjusted than
they are.
For many, someone is missing at Christmas, and loneliness prevails even if you
are with a bunch of other family. Some families are trying to figure out how not
to let the job loss or the divorce or the drug addict or the mental illness
overwhelm the desired ―normal and perfect‖ occasion.
It is easy to look at others and see what we may think we lack, but the truth is
that ―normal‖, as applied to family, is something of a myth. After all, look at the
crazy circumstances surrounding the birth of Jesus – the controversy over
parenthood, the threats, the unusual visitors, the dislocation –is that the kind of
―normal‖ we aspire to?
This year, embrace your circumstances and your family rather than stress over
what isn‘t exactly the way you had hoped or envisioned. Reach out to whomever
is close and consider making them your extended family for Christmas, even in a
small way during the season.
Those who have learned how to do that already know what a blessing it is, and
how celebrating the larger family of God can be just as rewarding as any
so-called ―normal‖ family. And maybe even more.
Have a blessed Christmas, no matter how abnormal it might seem… and share it!
- Feild

Opportunities To Learn And Grow
Faith Seekers’ Class
About the Faith Seekers Class: Explore various issues, using music, video and conversation.
Food: Coffee and snacks provided (usually)
Money: Receives an offering for good causes and needs
Time: 9:30 AM
Where: Upstairs in Room 215 (above Feild‘s office)
A study for both the music lover and the biblical seeker, it explores the scriptural texts and musical pieces of
Handel's Messiah in four sessions in order to celebrate Advent and prepare disciples for the celebration of the
coming of the Messiah into the world. The four sessions are:
Nov. 30th
Comfort, Comfort My People
th
Dec. 7
Who Shall Abide the Day of His Coming?
Dec. 14th
For Unto Us a Child is Born
Dec. 21st
Glory to God in the Highest (Last lesson by Rev. Piper)
Dec. 28
Reflections on Christmas and New Year's Resolutions
The classes will be led by Rev. Brant C. Piper, Presbyterian Pastor and Pastoral Counselor who serves through the ministry of
Presbyterian Psychological Services, a non-profit agency that seeks to promote Hope, Healing, and Health. Though based in
Charlotte, Rev. Piper has a local satellite here at Banner Elk Presbyterian.

Avery Project Christmas Store 2014
WANTED:
Unwrapped items for children ages birth to 9 who have been referred to RAM as a low income family in need of
assistance this Christmas. Bring the items to the church office no later than 10:00am Monday, December 8, 2014. Cash or
gift cards are good to distribute through the Avery County School Counselors for designated teens in need of assistance this
Christmas. A check can be written to the church, designated for Avery Project Christmas Store.
WANTED: Volunteers to assist parents in shopping for their children at the RAM Christmas Store. The store will be open
December 9 and 10, 2013 from 8:30am – 4:30pm
Reaching Avery Ministry (RAM) is planning for the Eighth Annual Christmas Store and our help is needed. The Avery
County School System, Department of Social Services, After School 4-H Program, or Health Department is referring children
to the Christmas Store. Parents are contacted and an appointment is made to schedule a time for selecting a few items for their
child/children.
The parents participating in the Christmas Store express a feeling of thankfulness for the opportunity to select items for their
child rather than having another person choose the gift. This Christmas Store gives the parents an opportunity to feel more
involved in providing for their child when life circumstances have made it financially impossible to shop any other way. Feedback from parents of children who are in middle school and high school has been ―overwhelmingly positive for the school
logo sweat shirts, a YMCA Pass, gift card for a movie, and a gift card for Chick-fil-A‖.
Items suggested by the RAM Christmas Store Committee are:
Infants and toddlers

Diapers, diaper wipes, stuffed animal, rattle/soft toy, push toys
Diaper wipes, stuffed animal, rattle/softy toy, push toys

Girls Age 3-9
scissors

Table games, puzzles, jump ropes, doll, clothes, paper/magic marker/pencil/

Lees-McRae College Spaghetti Supper
It's that time again - spaghetti supper for the Lees-McRae students. As we've done for many years, our
church invites all LMC students for a late-night supper the evening before exams begin. We need lots of
help to provide a delicious meal on Friday December 5, 2014. Since we never know how many students
will join us, we always prepare plenty and serve until the food runs out. Last time we served more than
400 students! We serve from 7:30pm-10:00pm. Please call Dick Larson at 898-9341 if you have any questions.

Hanging of the Greens
The Worship Committee announces that the ―Hanging of the Greens‖ and Chili Supper will be one event
this year. This will take place on Saturday December 6th at 3:00pm. The tree will
be decorated as well as the sanctuary. This will be followed by our traditional chili
and cornbread Supper. If you like to bake, cookies will be appreciated for the chili
cornbread supper. Please bring the entire family to help decorate, watch, or supervise
and sing carols to prepare our sanctuary and our lives for Advent.

BEPC Christmas Eve Services
Two candlelight worship services
will be held on Christmas Eve.
The first service will be at 5:00
p.m. with Holy Communion
served by passing the trays and
the second service at 7:00p.m.
with Holy
Communion served
by intinction. Please
join us as we celebrate the birth of the
Christ child.

Clothes – any size
Truck, Car, Puzzles, Board Game, paper/magic marker/pencil/scissors
Balls (basketball, soccer, football), clothes – any size

Goys Age 3-9

Children ages 10-16

Financial contributions to purchase school spirit apparel and gift cards

Contact Susan Carter for additional information. 828-898-5728 susancarter@skybest.com
Or Janet Millsaps at Reaching Avery Ministry, 828-733-5127 ramemergencyfood@bellsouth.net

Greeting Cards

Year End Giving

“The Birth Musical”
The Birth is a thematic one-act, developed and adapted for the stage by
Nathan Rouse, director of Starving Artist Productions. Inspired by and
featuring the writings of Pulitzer Prize nominee and Presbyterian minister
Frederick Buechner, the show tells the story of Christ‘s birth through a
series of dramatic monologues, original live music and dance, from the
perspectives of various figures involved in the event (the Innkeeper, one of the wisemen,
and a shepherd). The production is 50 minutes in length and will include an additional
30 minute ―talkback‖ segment with the cast. Two performances are being offered: 6p.
m. and 8p.m.at First Presbyterian Church off of Deerfield Rd. at 131 Big Valley Street,
Boone. The date for the show is Saturday, December 13, 2014. A love offering will be
taken at each service, in order to compensate the cast. Our motivation for bringing this
theater work to the High Country community is the desire to share Christ‘s birth story
through words of Frederick Buechner, brought to life through this innovative presentation of theater and music. We earnestly believe that this program will touch audience
members of all ages in a profound way during the reflective time of Advent.

Beautiful Greeting Cards by Our
Parishioners and Friends
The Arts Ministry team, in an effort to promote
the visual arts, selected the work of four artists
(Joan Rhyne, Jerry Olsen, Ramona Humphrey
and Tom Culver) to appear on greeting cards. On
the back of each card is a biography of the artist.
The inside is blank. Our main goal is not to make
money but to promote our artists in the Banner Elk Presbyterian
community. The cost of a set of 10 cards is $10. The cards will be
available in the church office and make excellent Christmas presents!

BEPC has been blessed with
many generous gifts throughout
2014. We have been able to meet
budgetary needs while still
supporting numerous missions
outside of the budget. THANK
YOU! For those who wish to complete giving on
2014 pledges to the general fund or Kitchen
Renovation Project and receive tax deduction
status, please ensure that donations are in the
church office or postmarked no later than
December 31. The church office is open from
8:30am - 2:00pm, Monday through Thursday.

Bob Boyer
Friends! Friends! My dear and loving friends. I can hardly think of you all without tearing up.
We have missed our mountain family so much and I am sad that I couldn‘t see or talk to
you more often since our move to Alabama three years ago. Although never questioning
our decision to move near family and state-of-the-art health care, I gratefully relied on
Church newsletters, emails, and other online resources to stay a part of the community
we loved.
Our life these past three years has been challenging, and many times just checking on
Banner Elk activities has cheered us up. Be assured, we were with you in spirit every
day since we have been gone.
Although our post Banner Elk years have not been exciting or even adventurous, we did adjust to the move. Bob‘s strong family ties continued with trips to see his sisters in Kansas often. And to pass on some of his childhood into the life of his first
great great-grandchild, he outfitted him with red cowboy boots, as was done for him as a two year old.
We have enjoyed our membership in First Presbyterian Church in Huntsville. We participated as much as we could and made a
few wonderful Presbyterian friends in our short time here. Our Banner Elk experience with a church of long, rich history
helped us make the decision to join First Presbyterian, which also has a deep historical background. Our pastor, Dr. Mark
Mueller, has lovingly been with us through our health problems and encouraged us to peacefully allow the Lord his way.
Although Bob was not a fan of organized exercise, he had the desire to the very last to get back on his bike. He told many of
his doctors this was his goal. In his last few days, however, he just wanted to come home to Banner Elk. So with these
thoughts and memories, we will be bringing his ashes back as always was our plan.
Jane Boyer

Faith Seekers Projects
Christmas Stockings for Grandfather Home Children
The Faithseekers class will be sponsoring Christmas Stockings for our Grandfather Home Cottage. If you would
like to participate, contact Janet Speer. speerj@lmc.edu

Mealtrain and Freezer Food
Help us use our meals to comfort others. We are adding another name to our MEALTRAIN. We need people to sign
up to take a meal to our several recipients. If you are not part of the MEALTRAIN (and would like to be) contact
Janet Speer or Donna Dicks. Another way you can help is to put foods in our freezer. Please remember that the
freezer is not the one in the kitchen but in the utility room of the fellowship hall. Frozen foods can
be quickly pulled when we need to serve someone in need of a good meal. speerj@lmc.edu

Wooden Tables
ot any wooden TV tables around you don't want? The Faithseekers Sunday School class needs these for very important reasons. (To have a place to put their coffee and snacks during class.)

Recycle!
Recycle those old phone directories! Banner Elk Elementary School is a
collection point for old Skyline telephone books. The school receives 25 cents for each
directory turned in; these funds are then used to purchase library materials. There will be a
collection box in the church office from January 1-March 31, the dates of the recycling
program. Please be good stewards and keep these directories out of our landfills.

One of Our Own
Dan Akerblom
With two adult children and four grandchildren in his life and an early retirement, Dan
Akerblom sold his California home and moved permanently to this area. This will be his
second winter here. He lives in a log cabin that he built (with the help of a friend) on the
―backside‖ of Beech Mountain in Hicks Hollow. His cabin sits on 12 wooded acres.
In the development of their life‘s work, Dan‘s two children gravitated to North Carolina.
His daughter and son-in-law live in Greensboro, and his son and daughter-in-law, each
of whom have two children, live in Charlotte. Explaining that living in North Carolina
enables him to visit his family more conveniently than if he were in California, Dan
stated that he prefers the mountains to the piedmont because its much cooler and as a
youngster he greatly enjoyed summers in the Sierra Nevada Mountains of California. He
picked the local mountains because he is a history buff and this area is alive with history
from the earliest of times.
When Dan started building his cabin, Dan‘s good friend asked to help him. Dan had helped his friend build a very large
storage building in the desert. Neither man has a penchant for cooking, so they asked a young mutual friend, who needed a
summer job, to cook for them. She insisted that Dan and his friend worship with her at BEPC on Sundays. Dan enjoyed the
congregation right away and found that the church satisfied his spiritual needs.
Although he likes traditional services, his favorite is the 6:05 contemporary service. He has an interest to be involved with
Habitat for Humanity. He looks forward to joining a group for a mission to Haiti in the spring. He enjoys the fellowship of
good conversation, Bible study and Sunday school. As a new resident, he also has enjoyed participating in the singles dinner
group as well as the ROMEOS (Real Old Men Eating Out). He doesn‗t participate in the Romeo group as much as he would
like because it conflicts with his personal outreach ministry where he helps a local man who is struggling to cope with the
effects of a stroke.
While attending college, he was inspired by well motivated Vietnam veterans to become more ambitious about furthering his
education. He also did handyman work, built computers and designed and built solar systems. He was married in the Catholic
Church in respect for family tradition. His wife was Episcopalian and they followed that tradition. The children did elementary
school as Episcopalians and high school as Catholics.
Shortly after college, custom home building became a life-long career. He stated, ―I had a wonderful materially rich life
running a family owned construction company. I did it all- bookkeeper, carpenter, laborer. Life was good. Money came and
went easily. I had a full and beautiful family life.‖ This all changed when Dan suffered a serious sinus infection, had a stroke
and was in a coma for a week. He was very aggressive with his rehabilitation because he wanted to get back to normal at any
cost. A month later with the infection slowly killing him, he was released to a specialist who performed arthroscopic surgery
through Dan‘s right sinuses, which saved his life.
A year after the stroke, Dan was back at work. However, the family business could not adjust to his new condition. His
marriage failed, and 10 years later after a few serious falls and other injuries, he was advised by doctors, with the cooperation
of his family, to retire. Settled in his mountain cabin, Dan loves it when his ―kids and grands‖ come to his woods, and the
grands ―eat dirt‖, get dirty, laugh and have fun.
- George Anderson

Shepherd Program
Our Shepherd Program is gearing up for the new year! This congregation is blessed to have folks who
volunteer to serve as shepherds for a month; this program has been very successful in ministering to
those in need of comfort, contact, meals and prayer. The volunteer notebooks are organized each month,
so the necessary jobs are easy to handle. It is a wonderful opportunity to get to know others and to provide
loving care for those in need. If you would like to serve as a shepherd for one month next year, please
sign up in the church office area or contact Donna Dicks (898-6667) or Debi Tornow (387-4914).

Notes from the Choir
The upcoming weeks of Advent and Christmas season provide some of the most beautiful and joyful music of the church year. The most difficult task is choosing which pieces to include in worship and for special music. There are always more choices than time to sing and present as many
pieces as are available. We will sing Advent and Christmas Carols as a congregation and hopefully
some of your favorites will be among them .The Choir and instrumentalists will present special selections throughout
the month beginning this Sunday, November 30, the 1st Sunday of Advent. On The 14th and 21st, the choir will present
selections from a Christmas work of Lessons and Carols by Lloyd Larson, a composer /arranger of many sacred pieces.
The work, titled "Emmanuel, God with Us" is based on carols dating from the 9th century through songs written in the
21st century, each with a message of God's love for us. Mr. Larson has combined the "old with the new" very effectively in these pieces. Christmas Eve, a very special 2 service evening, will combine the choir with instrumentalists and
special ensembles in various combinations throughout the service of lessons, carols and communion. The services are
at 5pm and 7. We hope you will be a part of the upcoming services as we prepare to celebrate the birth of Christ, Our
Savior.

Notes of Interest
Annelise Haizlip to Study in Costa Rica
Annelise Haizlip, currently an eighth grader at Avery Middle School, is planning a big adventure for the
coming spring semester. She will be leaving in early January to live and study at the Costa Rica
International Academy, located in Guanacaste, Costa Rica. Annelise will be one of a small number of
boarding students who come from countries all over the world, including Argentina, Switzerland and the
United States.
The Haizlip family visited the school while vacationing there recently, investigating its program further
when they came home. According to Annelise, the school teaches PreK through 12th grade for day students,
with boarding students accepted in grades 8 through 12. While most classes will be taught in English,
extra-curricular activities will be completely Spanish immersion. Boarding students are also encouraged to spend weekends with
local families so that they may have additional cultural and travel experiences.
Annelise explained that while there are traditional classes for many subjects, the most exciting part is the hands-on outdoor
science program with field trips to the jungle, beach and volcanoes. ―The best part is that I will be certified in SCUBA diving
when I come home!‖ she exclaimed. ―Plus, I can learn to surf there.‖ The entire family (Tom, Lise, and sister, Julianna) will fly
down with Annelise to get her settled in January. While excited about having this wonderful cultural experience and the chance to
spread her wings a bit, Annelise was quick to say, ―I‘ll be home for spring break in March!‖ We wish you the best, Annelise, and
will keep you in our thoughts and prayers as you venture forth.
- Donna Dicks

Update on Susan Rice
We‘ve been concerned to learn that Susan Rice, our former Associate Pastor from 1998-2001, was diagnosed recently with breast
cancer. Several friends have corresponded with her and can report that her spunky spirit is seeing her through a siege of
aggressive chemo and radiation. As we‘d expect, she sounds upbeat and positive. Susan is now Associate Pastor for Pastoral Care
at Faith Presbyterian Church, Cape Coral Florida. Six years ago she was married to Bob whom she credits with providing much
vital care and support as she continues treatment.
She tells us that Andy, her son who was part of our church family through much of his middle and high school years, is now
pastor of Oak Grove Presbyterian Church in Hillsboro, WV. Google this church to learn how Andy is enjoying settling into
―country life.‖ He also serves as a chaplain in the army reserves in Charleston, WV.
During her time with us in Banner Elk, Susan‘s high energy and joyful personality helped give our congregation enthusiastic
leadership. The children and young people she touched are now grown-up and ―out in the world,‖ and many remember their good
experiences with her through Bible school, youth activities, family retreats, and young adult groups. Our church family sends love
and good wishes both to Susan and to Rev. Andy, who we claim as our own.
Address: Rev. Susan Rice, 3284 Twilight Lane, #6004, Naples, Florida 34109
- Claire Fortune

Guatemala
My Guatemala Experience
―We are the hands of God.‖ I thought I knew what that meant, but its understanding really hit
home for me in Guatemala. First was the celebration of the 20 year partnership at the Seminary in
San Felipe. There had to be 250 Guatemalans there, all grateful for the partnership between the
PWNC and their two Presbyteries, all joined in fellowship and our shared love for Jesus Christ.
The love and gratitude they expressed was crystal clear, even if I couldn‘t understand every word
that was spoken. Second was their willingness to share what little they had. At the end of the service, an offering was
collected for the mission in Malawi in Africa, with whom they also partner. Even though they are incredibly poor, they
gave about 3000 quetzales, which is about $400. I was reminded of the story of the widow‘s mite in Mark 12:41-44.
But it was our visit to Morelia and our sister church Arca de Noe‘ that made me realize what our hands had done, what so
many of you had done before I even came to Banner Elk. Barbara and I went to a church service Saturday night at a tiny
church in the middle of a corn field in Colonia Banner Elk on the land purchased by this congregation for our brothers and
sisters in Morelia. Ten families live there and they named it in gratitude for what this church did for them. The message of
the service was all about gratitude, wrapped around the Feeding of the 5000. They so wanted us to convey to you all how
much they appreciate all you have done for them. Hoseas, a young man who preached the message reminisced about
receiving two books from you all about 14 years ago which he still has and hopes to pass along someday to his yet unborn
child. He asked his congregation if they could be as generous?
It is difficult to put into words the impact this trip has had on my life and my faith walk. I saw God in so many
experiences. These people who are so poor really do put their faith in action. Our women‘s Bible Study sent cards down
to the women of Arca de Noe‘ which asked us to describe one great thing God has done for us. Barbara then translated
them into Spanish and we met with the women after the congregational meal and she read them all to them and gave them
to the women. We also gave each of them a blank of the same card that they in turn could fill out and return to us. They
were excited about the opportunity to give something back to us and we got a real positive response. We got 12 or 13 back
before we left Monday morning. These people who have so little still manage to find much for which to praise God!
What we do is so important to the people of Arca de Noe‘ and our partnership really makes a difference in their lives. What
they cannot give us in material things, they give us in love. Guatemala is a country that is just starting to recognize that
educating their children is important and the scholarship program we provide really helps families purchase uniforms and
school supplies for their children‘s schooling. During the service on Sunday, the children who are recipients of the scholarships came forward so we could see how many we have helped. In this scholarship cycle, of which they have just completed the second of three years, 48 children received assistance. Every last one of them came up to me and Barbara to
personally thank us. Many gave thank you notes and handmade cards to Barbara to take back to the congregation. Much
of the service Sunday was spent thanking Banner Elk Presbyterian for being such a blessing to them. The service was
followed by a meal for the congregation in our honor. Banner Elk Presbyterian bought the supplies and the women of the
church spent two days cooking over a wood fire preparing all the food for the meal.
After seeing the impact the scholarships have had on these kids, I would love to see us perhaps be able to provide more
scholarships for the middle school children. The expenses are higher than for elementary kids and consequently this is the
point at which many children drop out of school for lack of means to buy supplies. I am suggesting to my family and
friends that if they would like alternative suggestions for Christmas giving, that they donate to our Guatemala mission and
they can even specify their donations go to scholarships if they wish. I would encourage the congregation to do the same.
Let‘s face it, we all have enough ―stuff‘. The only way out of poverty for the people of Guatemala is through education.
I have always believed that to whom much is given, much is expected. We who are so blessed, are meeting that
expectation and the people at Arca de Noe‘ are so grateful. I too, am so grateful that you all gave me the opportunity and
privilege to represent Banner Elk Presbyterian on this happy occasion. It was very humbling and made me truly realize
that we really are the hands of God.
- Kathy Ward

Elder Class of 2017

Church Happenings
JULIETS

December Birthdays
2
3
3
4
11
13
14
14
14
14
15
15
15
15
18
19
21
22
23
25
26
27
29
30
30

Isabelle Bernstein
Raymonda Luginbuhl
Rick Owen
Debbi Hagna
Bobby Tate
Cameron Moeller
John Angel
Nancy Clark
Cammy Pittman
Diane Rydell
Kenneth Easley
Sharon Meyer
Susan Carter
Marilee Williams
Brenda Beall
Barbara Nixon
Susan Ferguson
Cheryl Kirkpatrick
Steve Smith
Carol Hodnett
Stephen Rydell
Marsha Jones
Peggy Travis
Adam Stapleton
Peter Stapleton

In November the JULIETS enjoyed a delightful luncheon at
Sister Lees Cafe. At that time a vote was taken on food
choices for our Christmas party. The winners were: Spinach
salad with goat cheese, sliced strawberries, candied pecans,
Asian sesame vinaigrette and boneless chicken breast with
cornbread, country ham and apple stuffing, apple bourbon
sauce. Gadabouts Catering will be our host at the Best Western. Mark your calendar
for 12:30 on Wednesday, December 10. Price is $15.00.
Everyone is asked to bring two dozen home baked cookies, a dozen each in two
Christmas bags. The cookies will be enjoyed for dessert and a take home cookie
exchange. Guests are welcome but you must make reservations (and bring extra
cookies). Call or sign up at the church or call Marge Bailey ( 387-4628).

Carolyn and Cathy are both educators at heart: Carolyn put in years in the North Carolina Community College system as an
administrator and teaching dean, especially in her chosen fields of psychology and education. She eventually ended up at LeesMcRae College. Cathy reports that she taught ―kindergarten through college,‖ and her specialized training includes learning
disabilities and offering remedial support to college students. Both ladies appreciate and are particularly interested in the outreach our church offers to Lees-McRae and its students.
Tony, too, after graduating from the Presbyterian School of Christian Education, followed a career in service to others, including work with adolescents at Grandfather Home for Children. He ended several decades of work at Cannon Memorial Hospital
as chaplain at the facility.
All three say they feel really good about our church –―I‘ve always appreciated the warm welcome I‘ve felt in this church,‖
Carolyn said.

Dear Church Family!

―The greatest thing in our church right now is serving with a large number of people who care about others,‖ Tony noted. ―Our
church has gotten involved in lots and lots of ministries, and I feel really, really good about that.‖

I want to thank each of you for get-well cards, visits, food, during
my recent surgery. But most of all, I thank you all for the prayers
for me. I am so blessed to have so caring a church
family. I am doing well.
Love, Erika Deal

Cathy said that after she and Ed retired, they visited a number of Presbyterian churches, and she was the one who singled out
Banner Elk Presbyterian as their new church home. ―It felt comfortable,‖ she explained. ―I like the outreach and social focus,
being a part of this community and the church of the world.‖ Cathy noted that as a pastor‘s wife, serving on Session was never
an option, ―but I‘m humbled and honored to serve—and excited to be able to take on this new role.‖

Poinsettias & Wreaths
During Advent, the Sanctuary will be decorated with
beautiful poinsettias and Christmas wreaths. If you
would like to place a poinsettia or wreath in honor or
in memory of a loved one, please contribute $10 per
poinsettia or $12 per wreath for each person you wish
to remember, designate their name(s) on your check, and place it in
the offering plate or bring it to the church office by December 14, 2014.

Community Events
American Red
Cross Blood Drive
BEPC sponsors the
American Red Cross Blood Drives several times a year. The next one will be
held Thursday December 4th from 2:00
-6:30pm. It will be in the King Fellowship Hall. Sponsoring a blood drive is an
important community responsibility and
helps many people in this community.
Please mark your calendars and, if you
are able, please help the Red Cross reach
their goal!

Tony Fortune, Carolyn West and Cathy Richmond share life-long Presbyterian experiences, from Tony‘s 42-year membership
at Banner Elk Presbyterian to Cathy‘s 35- year history as the wife of a Presbyterian pastor. Carolyn found her beginnings in
small, mountain mission Presbyterian churches, growing up with parents who served as elders in those churches—although this
is her own first foray into this particular church service.

You are cordially invited to a
Winter Open House
in honor of all community partnerships and support
Wednesday, December 3
1:00-4:00 p.m.
Stephenson Center for Appalachia, Lees-McRae College
Please RSVP no later than Monday, December 1 to Jennie Harpold, director of the
NOSW at Lees-McRae College, at 828.898.8905 or harpoldj@lmc.edu

Tony, a regular on the Romeo lunch circuit, is the happy husband of Claire; Carolyn the four-year widow of John. You might
find Cathy, and Ed, peeking around and delighting children from behind a puppet stage.
Following examination by the Session, these three will be Ordained/Installed as Elders during morning worship on January 11.

Session Review
November Session Approved:
 transfer of Susan McManus to Grace Covenant Presbyterian Church in Asheville.
 baptism of Pepper Nevada Henley, daughter of Travis and Lindsey Myers Henley, on December 21, 2014.
 Bobby Duke as an addition to the Columbarium Committee.
 change of Feild‘s quarterly weekend off from the last weekend in December to the first weekend in January.
 Ben Garris to preach on December 28.
 Ed Donnell to preach January 4.
 free use of Fellowship Hall on May 6 by graduating members of our CLUTCH and sixOfive groups for a catered meal
with their families.
 Haiti Mission Team and a letter to go out as a fundraiser.
 Resurrection of the Permanent Fund Ministries through receipt of an initial gift and appointment of Jim Swinkola,
Leslie Carter, and McNair Tornow as committee members.
 Update of membership rolls; removal of several whose whereabouts are unknown or who did not respond to multiple
communications; transfer to Inactive Roll for some who have moved out of the area or who no longer attend and have
stopped communicating; and transfer to Affiliate status for some who live elsewhere, at their request.
 2015 church budget of $359,464, an almost 11% increase over 2014.
 two new Parish Associate staff positions to promote Christian education, nurture, and fellowship, especially among
younger generations (children and parents, college, younger adults); Ed Donnell and Leslie Piper will be introduced in
the January newsletter and begin their ministries in the new year.
Session will not meet in December.
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7:30am Men’s Prayer
Breakfast at
Banner Elk Café
26
Office Closed

20
7:30am Men’s Prayer
Breakfast at
Banner Elk Café

29
28
9:30am SS Classes
11 am Worship
6:05 pm Worship

As far as activities go, we just had our annual book fair and pancake supper. The pictures included show that the kids had a
blast and that the parent turnout was great. We sold tons of books and brought in a generous amount of donations. We owe all
of the credit to our parents and staff. Another special thanks is due to Jillian Rosato and Catherine Richmond for heading up
this event and making it a fun night for the kids and a successful fundraiser for the preschool.

31

Be on the lookout for the kids at the Sunday morning worship service on December 7th, as they will be singing Christmas
songs for the congregation. You will also see us at the Banner Elk Christmas parade. If anyone would like to help out with the
float for the parade please contact the church or myself at (910)-381-6187. Thanks again to all who have donated their time and
money to the preschool. We truly appreciate your contributions and if anyone else would like to help our preschool grow,
please let us know.
- Shane Parker, Director

Arts Ministry Team
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9:30 am Habitat Work CHRISTMAS EVE
Services at 5 & 7 pm

Office Closed
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9:30am SS Classes
11 am Worship
6:05 pm Worship
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CHRISTMAS DAY
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9am BEPC Preschool
9:30 am Habitat Work
3-5pm Prayer Shawl
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9am BEPC Preschool
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9:30am SS Classes
11 am Worship
6:05 pm Worship
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9am BEPC Preschool 9am BEPC Preschool 9am BEPC Preschool
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7:30 pm Choir
8
9am BEPC Preschool
7
9:30am SS Classes
11 am Worshipv
6:05 pm Worship
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9am BEPC Preschool 9am BEPC Preschool
10am Comfort Makers 11:15 am ROMEO’s
4:30pm Handbells
Men’s Lunch Group
7:30 pm Choir
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7:30am Men’s Prayer
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4
9am BEPC Preschool
11:15 am ROMEO’s
Men’s Lunch Group
2-6:30pm Blood
Drive-Fellowship
Hall
3
9am BEPC Preschool
10am Comfort Makers
4:30pm Handbells
7:30 pm Choir
2
9am BEPC Preschool
9:30 am Habitat Work
10amWomen’s Study
3-5pm Prayer Shawl
1
9am BEPC Preschool
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Office Closed

6
7:30am Men’s Prayer
Breakfast at
Banner Elk Café
3pm Haning of the
Greens and
Chili Supper

Thu

Spaghetti Supper

Preschoolers Learning about
the Letter I - Investigation
was the word so they had to
find clues !

Hello once again from the BEPC preschool. It‘s incredible that we are approaching Thanksgiving already, as this year has been
a flash thus far. It‘s amazing to see how much the children have progressed intellectually since August. These kids and their
incredible learning capabilities really show what an amazing age group preschoolers are in.

Wed

5
Office Closed

PANCAKE SUPPER
AND BOOK FAIR

Tue
Mon
Sun

December 2014

Fri

Sat

BEPC Preschool

The Arts Ministry Team is going to be working with children for the Christmas Eve
service. If you have children or grandchildren who will be here Dec. 22-24, we'd
love to have them in our special music. It is only one song so rehearsals won't be
intense. Contact Janet Speer for more information. speerj@lmc.edu

Church Services & Winter Weather
ALERT !

WINTER WEATHER ADVISORY

In the event that weather conditions prevent us from conducting our Sunday morning service of worship, we will do our best to pass this information on to you. As soon as a decision is made, we will
update our web page (www.bannerelkpresbyterian.org), send out an e-mail, change the message on
the church answering machine and possibly begin a phone tree. Please know that it is never our desire to cancel a service of worship, but there are times that conditions - such as ice or power loss warrant that we take this step to help insure the safety of our members. Please note, too, that if power
is lost it could compromise our ability to follow through with the above plan. In that event,
consider calling Pastor Feild Russell at 757-846-1105 for information.

