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SUNDAY WORSHIP SERIVCES
9:30 am Adult Sunday School
10 am Middle/High School SS Class
10:00 am Preschool Sunday School
11:00 am Worship - traditional

From the Pastor….
For those of you who so graciously helped me get settled into my Banner Elk
condo four years ago, I have recently sold it. After moving in with wife Laura and
after daughter Anna relocated away from here, the condo has been a luxury used
less and less frequently. The time was right to sell. So I have spent several days
repositioning items in Laura’s basement and then packing up everything in the
condo and resettling all that “stuff” in the basement.
How have I managed to acquire so much?! Furniture, clothing, linens, kitchen
items; it is almost oppressive, and raises questions of stewardship in my life.
As I approach Christmas, I remember a time in seminary when some of us were
sharing our Christmas wish lists. One second-career student, a little older than
those of us who had come straight out of college, remarked that he simply looked
forward to a new supply of socks, undershirts, and boxer shorts. How boring and
uncreative and sad, I thought to myself!
Of course, I was younger, just starting in a marriage, and could list any number of
things that would be nice additions to our living space or wardrobes.What I have
learned since then is that you reach a point where you have so many things, that
socks, undershirts, and boxer shorts are what are most welcome – those things that
wear out and must be replaced. With the exception of life experiences, such as
travel or making memories over a dinner with friends or family, acquiring more
“things” is not necessary. And often not useful.
So I think differently about my own Christmas giving these days. Some on my list
are likely to receive goats or sheep or bees or fish or cows or llamas. Not given
directly to them, but to people in third world countries, who use them to become
more self-sufficient. The gifts are given in honor of my loved ones, and in consideration of the real spirit of Christmas. I have used Heifer Project International in
the past, but the PCUSA now has a catalog that does some of the same things, and
more, in areas where our missionaries are active, and where Heifer may not have
a strong presence.
If you are struggling to come up with a gift for someone on your list who already
has everything they need, perhaps an alternative gift is worth considering. You
can find a few PCUSA catalogs in our outer office, or can visit www.heifer.org or
www.presbyteriangifts.org. May you be a blessing to others even as you are
blessed during this Christmas season!

Opportunities To Learn And Grow

Around the Church

Faith Seekers’ Class - 9:30am Room 215

2017 Chrismon Ornament made by Bob Pullease
Many thanks to Bob Pullease for his creative endeavors! He has
again made a beautiful Chrismon ornament for the tree in the
sanctuary. He has spent many hours creating these beautiful
Chrismons. Please take time to thank Bob for sharing his
talents. Thank you, Bob, for such beautiful ornaments and for
your sharing your gifts with BEPC.

About the Faith Seekers’ Class: Explore various issues, using music, video and conversation.
Food: Coffee and snacks provided (usually)
Money: Receives an offering for good causes and needs

December 3: “Grace Filled words” 1 Corinthians 1:3–9 Teacher is Rev. Brant Piper
Dec. 10-24 Special Advent series – teacher is Steve Bender
BEPC Christmas Eve Services
This year our Christmas Eve schedule will be different due to Christmas Eve being on a Sunday.
Our regular morning service remains at 11:00am and will feature a brass quintet. There will be
only one evening service at 5:00pm and will be a candlelight Christmas Eve worship service
with communion served by passing the trays. Please join us as we celebrate the birth of the Christ
child. There will be a nursery provided at both 11am and 5:00pm services.

Thanksgiving Turkey Boxes Distributed
on November 20th to 45 families!

Music Happenings in December
Welcome New Members!
In addition to our regular services of worship during the celebration of Christ’s birth, we will
be having several special musical events throughout the month. On Dec. 3rd, our pre-schoolers
will present special music during morning worship.
On Dec. 17th our choir will present a message of Joy and Love with selections from a Lloyd
Larson advent and Christmas composition “Sing Joy to all the World!”. This will be presented
during the 11am worship service.
December 24th at the 11am worship service we will welcome a brass quintet under the direction of Dr. Harold McKinney,
formerly a trombone professor at Appalachian State. The quintet will perform selections throughout the 11am service for
brass ensemble as well as accompany our hymns.
Our traditional Christmas Eve Candlelight/communion service will be at 5pm and will include congregational singing as
well as several special musical offerings.

Geana Anderson Welter
A longtime familiar face in our congregation belongs to Geana
(John-a, not Jean-a) Anderson Welter, who last month officially
joined the church!! Of her many claims to fame, she is the mother
of Eriana, daughter of Luana and the late George Anderson, the
new wife of Peter Welter, and the owner of one of the most
glorious singing voices you could ever sit near! Geana
performs with Lees-McRae and as a featured soloist for their
company, Welter Entertainment. She has a BA in musical theater and another in psychology.
”I love to sing and perform!” Geana says. “I have a big heart and love to encourage people and make
them feel good about themselves.”
After volunteering at church suppers, with the prison ministry, as lector and working in the nursery, Geana notes that
“my dad was an Elder, and my goal is to follow in his footsteps.”
**********************************

Lees-McRae Spaghetti Dinner
It's that time again - spaghetti supper for the Lees-McRae students is Thursday, November 30th
beginning at 7:30pm. As we've done for many years, our church invites all LMC students for a
late-night supper the evening before exams begin. We need lots of help to provide a delicious
meal for the students. Since we never know how many students will join us, we always prepare
plenty and serve until the food runs out. If you can help with set up, serving, or clean-up, please
call Carol Larson at 828-898-9341.

American Red Cross Blood Drive - November 30th!
BEPC sponsors the American Red Cross Blood Drives several times a year. The next one will be
held this Thursday November 30th from 2:00-6:30pm in the King Fellowship Hall.
Sponsoring a blood drive is an important community responsibility and helps many people in this
community. Please mark your calendars and, if you are able, please help the Red Cross reach their
goal! If you want to make an appointment, you can go to www.redcrossblood.org and put in sponsor code: Lees-McRae or call Nurse Carl at 898-8862.

Jesse and Michelle Pope, Spencer, Trevor and Lily
Whatever our congregation did right during 1998-2002 to reach out to Lees-McRae
students, we’ve been rewarded in spades with the new membership of Jesse and Michelle
Pope, and children, Spencer (7), and twins Trevor and Lily (4)! This lively crew came on
reaffirmation of faith, with church backgrounds both Presbyterian and Baptist. Michelle
came to LMC in the footsteps of her grandmother, who attended BEC in the ‘40s. She and
Jesse met as students, married, and have now been in this area for almost two decades!
Jesse is the executive director of the Grandfather Mountain Stewardship Foundation,
following a 13-year stint on the mountain as a naturalist. His interests, of course, include
bird watching, hiking, camping, fishing, golf and traveling. Michelle is full time at home
with small children, but loves reading and camping. The children are involved in our
BEPC preschool. If we are looking to keep busy people even busier, Michelle reports skill
in writing and working with computers. Jesse notes his botany background, and experience in carpentry and landscaping.

Important December Events

Prayers for Guatemala Team
Hopes Fulfilled
Josias Lopez’s future is promising. Unlike so many of his peers, he attended secondary school and recently
graduated from a certificated business program. Josias was the recipient of a scholarship, a commitment to his
education by benefactors, the strangers within BEPC.
In 2006 a new program was launched – the Guatemala Partnership Scholarship Fund. Members contributed and were matched
with a student. Each benefactor was presented with a picture-card containing a message of introduction and thanks from the
student. As the program grew and it became increasingly difficult to manage matching, the practice was suspended. The fund
was not, of course.
Fast forward to 2017. Kathy, Sara, Barbara, and first-time pilgrim, Laura, were making their trip to Morelia, Guatemala. Laura
shared that she had brought the memento she had received when she was matched with a student in 2009. She held hopes of
encountering the student or at least, she anticipated learning about his path.
Sunday morning, on the walk to the church, Laura held Josias’ card in her hand and her hopes in her heart. At an opportune
moment, she showed the picture-card to a group of Arca de Noé members to make her inquiry. Josias was present at the church.
Someone brought him to her. She showed him the card and asked, “¿Es usted?” (Is this you?) The handsome 20-year old nodded
as he laughed at the image of himself as a crooked-toothed 9-year old. Laura beamed.
Below the picture of the smiling child, the card reads: I thank you and my family thanks you for the gift of my scholarship. Without your help, I wouldn’t be able to continue my schooling. Your gift has given new hope not only to my life and the life of my
family, but to the community and my nation. I hope one day you will visit me in my country so
that I will be able to show you how much your commitment to my education has meant to me
and my family. Que Dios les bendiga y mil gracias. (God bless you and a thousand thanks.)
Josias and Laura embraced and she declared, “I am a proud ‘mama’.” Barbara translated
between the two as they shared their sides of the same story. Laura and her children, his
benefactors, had thought of and prayed for his future all these years. He had always offered
prayers of thanksgiving for the opportunity upon he which he would make good. They
celebrated the full-circle story.
Laura and her children are linked to Josias and Josias to them forever. Such stories fill our
hearts and histories, and many such blessings are in our future, and more importantly in the
futures of the children of Morelia.
- Barbara Hosbein

Nov. 30 – American Red Cross Blood Drive
Nov. 30 - LMC Spaghetti Dinner - King Fellowship Hall
Dec. 2 – Hanging of the Greens & Chili/Cornbread Lunch
Dec. 5-6 - RAM Christmas Store - Avery Project Christmas
Dec. 15 – Feeding Avery Families – date change distribution
Dec. 17 – Hollerin’ for Christmas – Tim Lowery
Dec. 18 – Tim Lowery Story Telling with BEPC Preschool
Dec. 24 - 11:00am worship service - brass quintet

Hanging of the Greens & Chili Lunch
The Worship Committee would like to announce that the Hanging
of the Greens and Chili Lunch will take place on Saturday,
December 2nd at 11:00 am. The tree will be decorated as well as
the sanctuary. This will be followed by our traditional chili and
cornbread lunch around 1:00 pm. We will also have chicken
noodle soup! This time of day will allow everyone the opportunity
to attend the Small Town Christmas activities starting Saturday
morning and the Banner Elk Town Christmas Parade and festivities in the Tate-Evans
Park which will take place at 5:00 pm.
If you like to bake, cookies will be appreciated for the chili cornbread lunch. Please bring the
entire family to help decorate or watch as we prepare our Sanctuary for Advent.

Hollerin' for Christmas

Award winning storyteller Tim Lowry returns to Banner Elk Presbyterian on December 17th at 4:00
p.m.. Last year we were authentically and magically brought into the Christmas spirit with Tim’s
version of Dicken’s A Christmas Carol. This year Tim’s concert will be “Hollerin’ for Christmas.”
He describes it by saying, “Most southerners know the tradition of shouting ‘Christmas gift!’ when
you meet an old friend on the street. The first person to shout the greeting receives a gift from the
second. This gift may be a traditional token of the season: a coin, a piece of fruit, or a peppermint
stick. However, more imaginative gifts are acceptable, like a blinking light-up Baby Jesus or a heated
toilet seat.” In this one-man show, Tim shares stories of the season, both conventional and quirky,
that remind us of the true gift of Christmas and the joy that comes from gifts of the heart.
As an accomplished interpreter in Charleston SC, a beloved teller in elementary schools and a delighter of adults with tales,
history and stories, we are delighted to have Tim with us again. Tim is a native of Kentucky and has lived in Charleston SC
since 1993. Tim, now a full time storyteller, trained as a teacher. He and his wife (who is also a teacher) have two daughters.

Water Filtration System installed

BEPC under the sponsorship of the session and the Worship Arts Committee is again providing this one-time offering as our gift
for the community. So spread the word to family, friends and the whole community to come and enjoy a unique and wonderful
afternoon. Refreshments in the King fellowship hall will follow the concert.

Advent Calendar sent by
a BEPC member!

“Tim Lowry is a storyteller par excellence. Within seconds of starting his first story he had the audience in his hand. He paints
people and places with a clarity seldom seen (heard?) anymore. His audience was with him 100%. I was both amazed … and
delighted!” - J.G. “Paw-Paw” Pinkerton, storyteller
- Ed Donnell

BEPC Preschool

Poinsettias & Wreaths
During Advent, the Sanctuary will be decorated with beautiful poinsettias and
Christmas wreaths. If you would like to place a poinsettia or wreath in honor or
in memory of a loved one, please contribute $10 per poinsettia, $12 per regular
size wreath, or $40 per large wreath for each person you wish to remember.
Please designate their name(s) on your check, and place it in the offering plate or
bring it to the church office by December 11, 2017 .

Christmas Joy Offering
Each Christmas our denomination emphasizes a special offering,
Christmas Joy, which supports two ministries. The first is to aid church
workers, from local church staff to missionaries, who have experienced
severe and unexpected need. The second is to develop future racial ethnic
leadership through scholarships to Presbyterian-related racial ethnic schools and colleges. If you wish to give to this special
offering, please write “Christmas Joy Offering” in the memo of your check to BEPC. Envelopes will also be available in the
sanctuary and office.
POP (Parents of Preschoolers)

Our yearly Pancake Supper to promote Scholastic book sales to benefit our preschool was a success. Many of our preschool
families, friends and church community came to join us for a fun evening in their PJs, eating pancakes and enjoying a
puppet show. We loved seeing Cathy and Ed spread smiles among the children with their puppets and we were excited to
have a student from LMC, Miranda, entertaining with her puppet as well. Once the Scholastic Book Fair concluded we
raised $650.00 in Scholastic Dollars that will be used for supplies and materials for our preschool. I love seeing how our
preschool families, staff, board and church work together to make this an outstanding evening. Thank you to everyone who
came to support our preschool during the Book Fair.
Not only are our children thriving as our preschool is growing both academically and professionally but we are also moving
forward with our experienced staff. I am happy to let you know that Ms. Tiffiny Ledford, head two year old teacher has
excitedly taken on the responsibilities as Assistant Director for BEPC Preschool. Tiffiny has been with the preschool for 3
years and her love for the job is evident. Tiffiny and her husband Kevin have four children of their own, Mercer, Cooper,
Baker and Sadie. Not only is Tiffiny a great teacher but she serves as a confident role model and promotes our preschool
with pride. Tiffiny says "she is thankful to work in such a stimulating environment with wonderful friends". We have a
strong team of teachers and I am excited to share some responsibilities with Tiffiny to help our preschool thrive even more!
Keep a look out for BEPC Preschool children who will be participating, for the first time, in the Banner Elk Parade of Lights
on December 2nd. And we hope to see you at the 11:00am worship on Sunday December 3rd as the preschool children will
be singing at the beginning of the service. Our preschool is on the move and we are thankful for your continuous support!

Parents of Preschoolers meet on the first Sunday evening of each month for a meal,
conversation and Bible Study. It is open for all parents with younger children.
Moving into our second season, this enriching and welcomed time for parents cordially
invites anyone interested to participate. We meet 5:30-7:30 p.m. in the fellowship hall
with child care in the nursery. The December study will focus on the parable in Matthew
18:21-35. For meal and child care planning purposes, please let Ed or Cathy know your
plans at edd@aggienetwork.com. Please feed your children before arriving. Our
next meeting is Sunday, December 3rd.

- AC Marriott, Director

Park & Play Funding Update 12/01/2017
Banner Elk Presbyterian Church has had an amazing 2017. Not only did we finish our much needed parking
lot under budget, the children are benefitting from exercise and sunshine in the new Preschool Playground.
During the Park & Play Campaign we received $341,800.47 in pledges for these two projects. To date we
have received
$ 293,660.47, which represents pledges for 2016, 2017 & 2018. By paying on your pledge before December
31, 2017 you will be able use it as a tax deduction for 2017.
Continued fulfillment of your Park &Play Pledge commitment, allows us to continue to meet our financial obligations, while
making progress on our plans to reduce our debt.
If you have any questions concerning your pledged Park & Play commitment, please contact Dedy Traver at 828-898-5406.

ALERT !

WINTER WEATHER ADVISORY

In the event that weather conditions prevent us from conducting our Sunday morning service of worship,
we will do our best to pass this information on to you. As soon as a decision is made, we will update our
web page (www.bannerelkpresbyterian.org), send out an e-mail, change the message on the church
answering machine and possibly begin a phone tree. Please know that it is never our desire to cancel a
service of worship, but there are times that conditions - such as ice or power
loss - warrant that we take this step to help insure the safety of our members. Please note, too, that if
power is lost it could compromise our ability to follow through with the above plan. In that event,
consider calling Pastor Feild Russell

“Miss Tiffany”

Avery Project Christmas
It’s that time of year again to plan for Christmas for the children of Avery County. About 400
children were served last year.. If you donated money or gifts last year, the families really
appreciated it. If you did not, we are asking that you consider supporting Avery Project
Christmas this year. This project is under the leadership of RAM. This is a way to give back to
children in need. Your donation is tax deductible. For more information you can call Tabatha at
RAM 828-733-5127 . You can mail checks to Avery County DSS, Attn: RAM Christmas Store,
P.O. Box 306, Newland, NC 28657. Make checks payable to Avery Project Christmas.
There will be a box in the church office for donated items. Please have them here by Sunday, December 3rd. Volunteers are
needed on set-up date and shopping dates. Set-up date is December 4th and shopping dates are December 5th through
December 6th . The Avery Project Christmas Toy Store will serve children birth through 8th grade. High School students will
be taken care of separately this year. Parents will be given an appointment time and pick these gifts up at the APC Toy Store.
If you are able to volunteer to help with setup or during the shopping days please contact Tabatha at RAM 828-733-5127.

Lunch with God
There once was a little boy who wanted to meet God. He knew it was a long trip to
where God lived, so he packed his suitcase with Twinkies and a six-pack of root beer,
and he started his journey.
When he had gone about three blocks, he met an old woman. She was sitting in the park
just staring at some pigeons. The boy sat down next to her and opened his suitcase. He
was about to take a drink from his root beer when he noticed that the old lady looked
hungry so he offered her a Twinkie. She gratefully accepted it and smiled at him. Her
smile was so pretty that the boy wanted to see it again, so he offered her a root beer.
Once again, she smiled at him. The boy was delighted! They sat there all afternoon eating and smiling, but they never said a
word.
As it grew dark, the boy realized how tired he was and he got up to leave but before he had gone more than a few steps; he
turned around, ran back to the old woman, and gave her a hug. She gave him her biggest smile ever. When the boy opened the
door to his own house a short time later his mother was surprised by the look of joy on his face. She asked him, “What did you
do today that made you so happy?” He replied, “I had lunch with God.” But before his mother could respond, he added, “You
know what? She’s got the most beautiful smile I’ve ever seen!”
Meanwhile, the old woman, also radiant with joy, returned to her home. Her son was stunned by the look of peace on her face
and he asked, “Mother, what did you do today that made you so happy?” She replied, “I ate Twinkies in the park with God.” But
before her son responded, she added, “You know, he’s much younger than I expected.”
Too often we under estimate the power of a touch, a smile, a kind word, a listening ear, an honest compliment, or the smallest
act of caring, all of which have the potential to turn a life around. People come into our lives for a reason, a season, or a lifetime.
Embrace all equally!
This story was submitted by Judy King.

Comfort Makers
December Dedication
December’s comforter is lovingly dedicated to Susan Carter.
We cannot think of another person who understands the
history and spiritual growth of Banner Elk Presbyterian
Church better than Susan Tate Carter. Her family were
founders of the church, and her own service is extraordinary.
For years she taught children’s Sunday School classes, and
she has sung in the choir, played handbells, provided our
beautiful Advent wreath and served in countless other ways.
Susan has been an elder several times, as well as clerk of session. She is our point person for the Ram Christmas store and for several other programs that deal
with children and adults in need. She is, as her good friend Donna says, “a go to” person, who is
always there to help where needed. And to add to all that, she is a kind and gentle voice of reason
treasured by all of us. (After the dedication, the comforter will be given to a family in need or to RAM)

In December, the Comfort Makers
made seven Christmas lap quilts to
go to our congregation members who
can no longer attend our church
due to distance or illness.

Preschool Sunday School
Our Sunday School class for preschool aged children continues through the winter months. A class for
children aged 3 to 6 is held on Sunday mornings from 10:00 to 10:40 am in the Intermediate
Classroom on the 2nd floor (top floor). The class is led by Lyndsay Ennis. The nursery is available for
younger siblings, if needed. Parents are encouraged to enjoy coffee or peace and quiet in the meditation
room across from the classroom. We look forward to beginning this new journey with our youngest members. If you would like to help with the class or if you have any questions, please contact Lyndsay
at lyndsay_hayes@hotmail.com.

Calling Middle and High Schoolers!
Our Sunday School class for middle high and high school students is going strong! Join us as we become
reacquainted with "Our Biblical Ancestors”. Each week, we will become better acquainted with more of
the people (some very unlikely), whom God used to accomplish His purpose. The class includes videos,
scripture reading, and discussions that compare our ancestors’ dilemmas with tough situations we face
today. Sparkhouse’s “Reform Old Testament Ancestors” will guide us through our first study. For more
information, contact Judy and Don Hilsmier at 828-387-9107.
We meet at 10am in Room 206.

Thanksgiving Turkey Boxes
Many thanks to all who participated in the Thanksgiving Turkey Box project this
year. 45 needy families in Avery County will enjoy a special Thanksgiving weekend
thanks to your generosity. Special thanks to those who helped move more than 100
boxes from the sanctuary to the fellowship hall on Sunday and to those who delivered
them to RAM along with 45 turkeys and roasting pans on Monday! Many hands made
light(er) work!
- Larry Zimmer

Walking with Shadows
Our attention to those who have family or friends who deal with mental illness has been very successful.
We invite others to join us. Led by our own professional counselor, Rev. Brant Piper, the group seeks out
support, comfort and resources for dealing with very difficult problems of relationships, healthy steps and
well being. For more information, please contact Janet Speer at speerj@lmc.edu. The group meets on the
second Monday of each month at 7 PM in the Margaret Tate Parlor on the second floor near the elevator.
Our next meeting will be December 11th.
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December Birthdays
Isabelle Bernstein
Raymonda Luginbuhl
Rick Owen
Haleigh Vernon
Debbi Hagna
Bobby Tate
John Angel
Nancy Clark
Cammy Pittman
Jeff Davis
Paul O'Connell
Diane Rydell
Kenneth Easley
Susan Carter
Marilee Williams
Brenda Beall
Barbara Nixon
Bill Wilson
Susan Ferguson
William Dethlefs
Cheryl Kirkpatrick
Steve Smith
Carol Hodnett
Stephen Rydell
Marsha Jones
Peggy Travis
Adam Stapleton
Peter Stapleton

Please mark your December calendar for our annual luncheon
at Over Yonder Restaurant in Valle Crucis. Pam Murtland has
made arrangements for us to dine at 12:30 pm on Wednesday,
December 13th. Sign up at the church or call Marge Bailey
( 387-4628).

Greeting Cards Available
A reminder from the Worship Arts Ministry, greeting
cards are still available! Each card has a beautiful piece
of artistry on the front, with information on the artist
and the church, and a scripture verse on the back.
These are on sale for $10 for a package of 10. You may
also purchase individual cards at $1.00 per card. This is
only to recoup expenses for the publication. The cards
are available in the church reception area and are
located on the back counter.

Skyline Telephone Directory Recycling
From January 1 through March 31, Skyline
Telephone Cooperative will conduct its
annual directory recycling program to help
eliminate landfill overload and to raise
funds for local schools. Please bring your old Skyline
Directories to the church office and they will be given to
Banner Elk Elementary School, which earns 25 cents per
directory to be used to purchase library materials. A collection box will be place in
the reception area for your convenience.

BEPC has once again been blessed with many generous gifts
throughout 2017. We have been able to meet budgetary needs
while still supporting numerous missions outside of the budget.
THANK YOU!
For those who wish to complete giving on 2017 pledges to the
general fund or Park & Play and receive tax deduction status,
please ensure that donations are in the church office or
postmarked no later than December 31. The church office is
open Monday through Thursday from 8:30am-3:00pm.
The Church Office will be closed Monday December 25th for the
Christmas holiday.

Monthly Financial Records
November 2017
11/6/17
11/13/17
11/20/17
11/27/1l7
Total:

$4,847
$5,706
$3,385
$7,834
$21,762

